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Supreme council discusses
promotion of non-oil exports

TEHRAN - The supreme council for promotion of non-oil exports held a
session on Saturday presided over by President
Addressing the meeting, Minister of Commerce Mohammad Shar-

Mohammad Khatami.

iatmadari reported on the country’s non-oil exports over the past 11 months. | N

The council then agreed that a commission be formed to supervise the abid-
ance of the exporters by their obligations and provide security for in-

vestment.

Different departments such as Ministry of Commerce, Central Bank of
Iran, Export Promotion Center of Iran, lIran’s Customs Administration and
Chamber of Commerce will be represented in the commission.

The council instructed the Ministry of Commerce to prepare alist of the
goods which are banned to be exported in the next Iranian year.

TEHRAN - Millions of
Iranian voted Friday in the
country’s first local elections
and biggest experiment in
decentraization.

Over 300,000 candidates
competed for 197,000 seats
in Islamic village-city coun-
cils elections.

According to the of-
ficials the turnout was so
high that they had to extend
the polling by six hours to
22:00 p.m. local time.

The Leader of the Islam-
ic Revolution, Ayatollah Ali
Khamenei, Friday morning
caled on dl Iranian people
to participate in the councils
elections.

Having cast his vote a
few minutes after the open-
ing of the polls, Ayatollah
Khamenei expressed delight
over the fact that the great
number of candidates has
greatly helped to clarify the
importance of the elections
for the people, stressing that
the nation should regard par-
ticipation in the elections as
aduty, IRNA reported.

He further pointed to the
important responsibility of
people in electing the right
persons for the city councils
and underscored the need for
their further vigilance in
picking up responsible, pious

and competent candidates.

The Leader said people
should not vote for any can-
didate before making sure
about their virtue, commit-
ment and faithfulness.

The Leader hoped that
the elections will go on
smoothly and without any
disturbances as was the case
with other elections during
the past two decades.

President  Mohammad
Khatami on Friday said that
he was delighted by the fact
that he was able to fulfill one
of the maor promises he
made to people upon his ap-
pointment to the presidency
less than two years ago.

He made the remark at a
polling station after he cast
hisvote.

Describing the present
elections as a symbol of peo-
ple’'s contribution to ad-
ministration of their own af-
fairs, he said the case of
peopl€e's rule over their own
destiny was a manifestation
of one of revolution's
biggest idedls.

Pointing out that the Is-
lamic Republic has always
relied on public opinion in
running its affairs, he noted
that what differentiated the
present elections from the
previous ones was the fact

UK's Lasmo seeks second
contract In lran

TEHRAN - UK oil independent Lasmo is optimistic
that its joint 18-month study of the Iranian sector of the
Caspian Sea will be fruitful and is tendering for further
work in Iran, according to its chief executive Joe Darby.

The company is also hoping to conclude merger talks
with fellow British explorer, Enterprise, which reportedly
is aso interested in investing in Iran, IRNA reported

from London.

Announcing a pre-exceptional loss of Pnds 48 million
for 1998, Darby said Thursday that the past year had pre-
sented one of the most challenging business environ-
ments ever for exploration and production companies
due to the collapsein oil prices.

Lasmo’s strategy, he said, remained “one of ac-
cessing material fields in areas where costs are low and
economics are robust, even at today’ s il prices.”

Among areas where the company was positioning it-
self was the Middle East. This included the signing with
Anglo-Dutch Shell of an 18-month study agreement over
the Iranian sector of the Caspian Sea, the chief executive

said.

He said that this award was “expected to result in the
selection of up to six substantial blocks for exploration
activity, which could deliver material longer term pro-

duction.”

Lasmo, Darby said, was also seeking to secure an-

other contract
company was also well

from Iran’s latest buy-back round. His
positioned to participate in

the opening up of Kuwaiti oil and gas to foreign in-

vestment, he said.
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Massive turnout In - |ranreviewsties, cooperation with D-8 countries
councils elections

the scope of the present polls
stretched from the remotest
villages to the very heart of
the biggest cities.

The president said that
the elections will trust the
administration of cities and
villages to public hands, add-
ing that the government was
honoured to transfer parts of
its authority to the people.

Believing that the gov-
ernment represented the na-
tion, he went on to say that
further contribution of peo-
ple will strengthen the Ira-
nian society.

Khatami further called
on the Iranian nation and the
young in particular to turn
out in the elections because
it was an important step to-
wards decentralization.

He termed differences
over the procedure of the
elections as inevitable for
the reason that the city coun-
cil elections was a fresh ex-
perience in the field.

The first ever polling for
city and village councils
elections started al over the
country at 8:00 hours Friday
morning.

The elections were the
20th nationwide polling dur-
ing the 20 years after the
victory of the Islamic Rev-
olutionin Iranin 1979.

Iran’s congtitutional law
permits all Iranian citizens
above 15 vyears old to par-
ticipate in the elections.

According to the elec-
tions headquarters of the In-
terior Ministry, Khorasan
province with 11.9 percent
and Qom Province with 0.5
percent stand at the top and
bottom of the list of the
number of candidates re-
spectively.

The largest number of fe-
male candidates belongs to
Tehran Province with 18.3
percent while the lowest fig-
ure goes to Qom Province
where only 0.6 of candidates
are women.

Close to 200,000 perma-
nent and substitute members
will be elected for the city,
town and village councils.

TEHRAN - Iran and
Egypt have called for further
activation of the Islamic con-
tact group on Mudlim affairs
inthe Balkan region.

The call was made in a
meeting of Iranian Foreign
Minister Kamal  Kharrazi
with his Egyptian counter-
part Amr Mousa on the side-
lines of the D-8 meet in
Dhaka on Saturday, IRNA
reported.

The two expressed con-

cern over the Muslims tragic
situation in Kosovo, and aso
the hardships of the Iraqi
people.

Kharrazi and Mousa con-
demned the expansionist pol-
icies of the Zionist regime,
and further called for expan-
sion of Tehran-Cairo coop-
eration in trade and industry,
aswell asin the international
arena.

Also on the sidelines of
the D-8 gathering, Kharrazi

Fateh-77 war games
launched in Persian Gulf

TEHRAN - ‘Fateh-77' (Victor-77) maneuvers were
launched in the Persian Gulf and Gulf of Oman Saturday
morning, a military source announced.

Spokesman of the maneuvers Admiral Fariborz Fazel

said that the

nine-day military exercise will be jointly

conducted by the air and nava units of the army in an
area of 25,000 square kilometers.

He further told IRNA that 11 vessels, two sub-
marines, eight fighter planes and helicopters and three

teams of frogmen aswell as 10 teams for specia opera-
tions are taking part in the war games.
Navy and air force units for surface, underwater, re-

connaissance

and specia operations will conduct the

maneuvers in five stages, Fazel said.

He added that loading special consignments, testing
communications circuits and sailing equipment, or-
ganizing an orientation session and performing special-
ized and emergency operations are among programs of

thefirst stage.

Fazel added that fire fighting exercises, defense op-
erations and underwater checking of frogmen’s equip-
ment by their trainers are other operations to be con-

ducted in thefirst stage.

met with  his Indonesian
counterpart Ali a-Attas.

Expressing concern over
the dlumping oil prices,
Kharrazi called for Iran-
Indonesia cooperation in the
upcoming OPEC mest.

Al-Attas announced his
country’s readiness to lower
its crude output in an at-
tempt to boost oil prices in
the world markets.

He further welcomed ex-
pansion of Indonesian coop-
eration with Iran and aso
convening the two countries
joint economic commission
in the near future.

Meanwhile, Kharrazi
and his Bangladeshi counter-
part Abdus Samad Azad in
Dhaka Friday night called
for promotion of Tehran-
Dhakaties.

Kharrazi who arrived in
Dhaka Friday afternoon to
attend the meeting of the
foreign ministers of the eight
developing Islamic countries
(D-8) said that the D-8 meet
isvery important to |ran.

D-8 groups Iran, Egypt,
Turkey, Nigeria, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, Malaysia and
Indonesia. The objective be-
hind setting up this group is
to improve the economic
conditions of the people liv-
ing in member countries.

Expressing satisfaction
with the present level of
Tehran-Dhaka ties, he
stressed on expansion of ec-
onomic cooperation and

Iran calls for remova of German
economic restrictions

TEHRAN - Head of
Iran’'s Chamber of Com-
merce, Industries and Mines
Alinagi Khamoushi, called on
Germany to remove the ec-
onomic and trade restrictions
against Iran.

He said in a press confer-
ence in Bonn that he had
asked the German officials to
avoid creating restrictions for
Iran in exporting its im-
portant  industrial  items,
IRNA reported from Bonn.

He stressed that Iran had
already signed all contracts
banning proliferation of

Iran, Pakistan to hold joint
ministerial commission

TEHRAN - The Iranian
Ambassador to  Pakistan,
Sergjeddin Mousavi called
on Pakistani Finance Min-
ister, Muhammad Ishag Dar
met in Islamabad Friday and
discussed metters relating to
the forthcoming joint mini-
sterial  commission (IMC)
between Pakistan and Iran.

Major petrochemical projects
underway In Iran

TEHRAN - Some 13
Petrochemical projects are
under implementation at a
total cost of DIrs 3.5 bil-
lion, said Managing Di-
rector of National Iranian
Petrochemical  Industries
Company Mohammad-
Reza Nematzadeh a a
press conference here on
Saturday.

Nematzadeh said that
contracts have been signed

with foreign countries for
implementation of seven
projects and talks are under-
way with foreign parties
for conclusion of more con-
tracts.

He predicted that Dlirs 4
billion worth petrochemical
products would be produced
under the projects. He said
that DIrs 3.5 billion is re-
quired to implement the
projects.

Iran, Russiato cooperatein

animal husbandry, fisheries

TEHRAN - The Russian Federation intends to expand its
cooperation with Iran in the areas of fisheries, anima hus-
bandry, forestry and watershed management.

The remark was made by Russian Minister of Natural Re-
sources Viktor Orlov in a meeting Saturday with Minister of
Construction Jihad Mohammad Saeedi-Kia.

Saeedi-Kia welcomed the proposed cooperation between
the two countries as part of their overal economic coop-

eration.

The meeting also led to an agreement between Russia and
Iran for construction of small hydro-electric power plants and
water treatment plantsin the rural areas.

Iran to participate in Chinese
International exhibition

TEHRAN - Iran will participate in the 6th

exhibitionin Chinathis year.

international

According to a Chinese paper, Iran, Japan, Colombia,
Mongolia, Canada, Egypt, Belarus, Bulgaria, Laos, Ukraine,
Lithuania, the Czech Republic, Vietnam, Hungary and Poland
have so far announced readiness to take part in the exhibition

whichisto open May 20.

China is going to display such items as light industrial
products, textiles and garments, machinery, electronic and

telecommuni cation equipment.

Thisisthefirst time lran announces readiness to attend the

exhibition.

He added that al the
hard currency required for
implementation of the pro-
jects will be fully provided
from foreign resources.
Half of the sum has been
met and the projects are
hoped to be fully commis-
sioned by 2001, he con-
tinued.

Nemtazadeh said the
U.S. sanctions have not left
any drastic  impact on
Iran’s petrochemica in-
dustries.

He said that no direct
investment has yet been
made in petrochemical in-
dustries on the part of for-
eigners and it is expected
to be made following con-
vention of an international
session of investment in
Iran’s petrochemica in-
vestment in Tehran from

April 19-20.
He said the annua
meeting is to be co-

sponsored by his company
and a consortium, com-
prised of the Middle East
infrastructure development
congress, the cultural re-
search ingtitute and the
company of capital link.

Representatives  from
well-credited banking in-
gtitutions and  petrochem-
icd companies as well as
representatives of lranian
companies are to take part
at the meeting, he added.

Nematzadeh said that
more that 160 people, in-
cluding a number of repre-
sentatives of  American
companies, have announced
readiness to  attend the
meeting.

He proposed that an ex-
perts meeting may be held
prior to JMC on various
projects and trade aspects
which would be of great help
for the forthcoming JMC
meeting, IRNA reported
from Islamabad.

Both sides agreed that
there was a need to further
promote  contact between
the private sectors of the two
countries for enhancing ec-
onomic activities.

The Iranian side ex-
pressed interest in par-
ticipating in both  project

for Gawader motorway.

chemical, biological and nu-
clear arms and was practical-
ly abiding by them. There-
fore, he added, Tehran cannot
accept Germany’s continued
refusal to export the goods
Iran requires on the pretext
that they could be used for
other purposes.

Khamoushi also referred
to the hedth care services
Iran rendered to the Third
World countries and asked
Germany not to impose fur-
ther restrictions against Iran
by refraining from exporting
medicine, vaccines and health
care items to the country.
Pointing to the progress Iran
has made in its oil products,
petrochemical, gas industries
as well as its machinery
items, vehicle parts, building
parts, building stones and ag-
ricultural goods, he said Iran
could even have close coop-
eration with Europe in ag-
ricultural area.

Head of Iran’'s Chamber
of Commerce further stressed
that Iran’s main problem was
its lack of access to European
markets, adding that Ger-
many can help Iran achieve
this goal.

Noting that the German
officials were willing to invite
Iran's President Mohammad
Khatami to visit Germany, he
said Khatami could visit the
country days after his visit to

France.

A senior economic of-
ficial, Heribert Wiedenhues,
who was also present in the
conference, told the press that
Germany had to obey the de-
cisons adopted by the Eu-
ropean Union but added that
his country was willing to
help Iran cut its dependence
on ol by preparing the
ground for its presence in Eu-
ropean markets which will re-
sult in improving its financial
and exchange resources.

He said that negotiations
on rescheduling Iran’'s 3.5
billion-mark  debt to Ger-
many have been concluded
and a contract is to be singed
in ten daysin thisregard.

caled for implementation of
issues mentioned in the let-
ters of understanding of Iran-
Bangladesh joint economic
commission.

Kharrazi aso voiced
Iran’s readiness to build in-
dustrial projects in Ban-
gladesh including those of
cement, refinery and rail-
ways. He aso referred to
Persian language training in
Bangladesh as one of the im-
portant factors behind con-
solidation of relations.

Turning to President Mo-
hammd Khatami’s proposal
on dialog among civiliza-
tions, he expressed hope that
dialog among world Mus-
lims will further strengthen
in future.

Abdus  Samad Azad
termed Iran’s participation in
the D-8 meeting as very im-
portant saying it will help
strengthen relations among
member states.

He described Tehran-
Dhaka ties as very good say-
ing the spread of the rich
Persian culture will contrib-
ute greatly to this cause.

He aso voiced his coun-
try’s willingness to boost the
volume of  bilatera trade
exchanges and to start coop-
eration in the field of fish-
eries. He aso called for fur-
ther contacts between the
private  sectors of the two
countries.

Kharrazi also met with
his Pakistani counterpart,

Dutch delegation inspects Iran’s
caviar production facilities

TEHRAN - A senior Dutch delegation, led by director of Dutch fisheries
organization Roel Bol, inspected caviar production facilities in the northern
port city of Bandar Anzali aswell asthelocal Anzali pond.

Bol said that heisvisiting Iran to get further acquainted with its fisheries

He said there are many grounds for cooperation between Iranian and
Dutch fisheries industries and his country is ready to purchase Iranian

Praising the “high standard” of Iran’s caviar as well as its fisheries or-
ganization for attaching importance to saving extinct prone species of stur-
geon, Bol called for an economic and ecological balance in production of

Sarta) Aziz, Saturday on the
sidelines of the D-8 confer-
ence, and discussed topics
of mutual interest with him.

Kharrazi hailed the visit
of Indian prime minister to
Lahore and hoped the two
countries will get closer to
each other.

He further talked about
his visit to India and stressed
the importance of building
Iran’s gas pipeline to India
through Pakistan.

The foreign minister aso
expressed concern over the
current  state of affairs in
Afghanistan and, pointing to

the significant role of Af-
ghanistan’s neighboring
countries in  establishing
peace there, believed that

the Afghan groups should be
encouraged to  negotiate
with each other because the
continuation of the present
situation will aggravate arms
and narcotics trafficking and
violence.

Kharrazi  stressed the
need for punishing the mur-
derers of Iranian diplomats
and reporter in Pakistan and
called for Islamabad's se-
rious action in this regard.

Sartaj Aziz briefed his
Iranian counterpart on the
visit of Indian premier to La-
hore and, stressing the sig-
nificance of building Iran’s
gas pipelineto India, said his
country was ready to con-
tinue negotiations with Iran
on theissue.

INCB praiseslran’s
anti-narcotics campaign

TEHRAN - President of the International Narcotics
Control Board (INCB) Hamid Ghodse praised Iran’s

anti-narcotics campaign and said that efforts made by
the Isamic Republic in this regard have been very suc-

cessful and admirable.

In an interview with IRNA in Vienna, he said that
the amount of drugs seized by Iran in 1998 was more
than the amount of narcotics hauled by other countries

in the same period.

The country’s decisive anti-narcotic campaign has
made smugglers look for other routes to transfer drugs
to Western markets, he said adding that Iran is till the
shortest possible way for transfer of drugs.

Welcoming Iran’s programs to reduce drug addic-
tion in the country, he said that planning for struggle
against drug addiction is avery hard and complex job.

On lIran's punitive policies regarding drug cam-
paign, Ghodse said the INCB believes that the policies
should be based on each country’s cultural and social

conditions.

lran to become major exporter
of steel products

TEHRAN - The Islamic
Republic of Iran is in-
tending to become a major
exporter of steel products,
mainly eyeing the markets
in the Persian Gulf states.

Based on the drawn up
plans, Iran is foreseeing to
export three to 3.5 million
tons of steel products an-
nually by the end of the
Third Economic Develop-

Iran determined to boost trade
exchange between Muslim countries

TEHRAN - Iran’'s repre-
sentetive to the Organization
of the Idamic Conference
(OIC) Sabah Zanganeh said
that the Idamic Republic is
determined to improve trade
exchanges between Mudim
nations.

He said among the prin-
cipa goas of OIC isto im-

More free
trade zones
to be set up

TEHRAN - The high
council of commercid-
industrial free trade zones an-
nounced that specia trade
zones for production and ex-
port of goods are to be set up
within the framework of the
economic rehabilitation plan.

The session aso de
bated the bill for the es-
tablishment and administra-
tion of specia trade zones.
The project will be enforced

after the Islamic Con-
sultative Assembly (Majlis)
approval.

The council also ratified
establishment of a 71 hec-
tares of free trade zones in
Doroud and Azna (Lorestan
Province) for processing
and production of varying
types of stones and minerals
under RIs 2,000 billion do-
mestic and foreign in-
vestment.

prove public health and na-
tional literacy, as well as ex-
change of expert and skilled
work force between member
states of OIC.

The Iranian officia who
is visiting Hormuzgan Prov-
ince, in south Iran, to inspect
development  projects in
Iran’s Persian Gulf idand of
Kish said the idand now of-
fers Iran very good condi-
tions for a common market
with the Muslim nations of
the Persian Gulf.

Iran is now heading OIC
for atree-year term.

In related news, Omani
Agriculture and Fisheries

Minister Ahmad bin Khalfan
Mohammad a-Rawahi Sat-
urday called on Iran to put its
fruit marketing expertise and
research on campaign against
pests and diseases a his
country’ s disposal.

Al-Rawahi made the call
at the first round of his talks
with Iranian Agriculture Min-
ister Issa Kalantari, upon ar-
rival in Tehran on Saturday.

The Omani minister and
his entourage are to hold
talks with lranian officias
and inspect Iran’sresearch in-
stitutes and agricultural pro-
jects during their stay in Teh-
ran.

Second stage of polio
vaccination launched

TEHRAN - The second
stage of polio vaccination
plan for children under five
years old is to be launched
today, according to Dr. Par-
viz Vazirian, the officia in
charge of the nationwide
program.

He told IRNA that about
17,000 hedlthcare personnel
of the Health Ministry will
carry on vaccination of 1.5
million under-five children

by going door to door in dif-
ferent parts of the country.
Dr. Vazirian said border
areas and regions where ref-
ugees are most concentrated
are among areas which will
be covered in the second
stage of the vaccination plan.
He termed the first stage of
the plan which was con-
ducted last month as “suc-
cessful”, adding that it was
fully implemented.
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ment Plan (ends in the year
2004).

The announcement was
made by the Mines and
Metals Minister Eshaq Ja-

hangiri in an interview
with IRNA here on Sat-
urday.

Jahangiri further added
that the projected total an-
nual steel production of
10 to 10.5 million tons is
for the year 1380 (starts
March 21, 2001).

Giving a break down
on the steel production
throughout the  country,
Jahangiri said that the pro-
duction in Isfahan complex
would increase to 3.7 mil-
lion tons annually by the
target date. Per an agree-
ment signed with Italy’s
Danieli, the Italian firm is
presently helping the Is-

fahan plant to produce
700,000 tons of steel
plate annually.

The mines and metals
minister also told IRNA
that the production of
steel roll by Mobarakeh
steel complex would reach
600,000 tons by May.
Plans are in progress to
boost the annua pro-
duction capacity of the
complex to four million
tons in a three year span,
he added.

Khuzestan plant would
have a capacity increase of

two million tons to reach
an annual production of
3.6 million tons.

Jahangiri  further re-
ported that the 550,000 ton
steel roll plants in Khor-
asan and Azarbaijan would
be inaugurated in the mid-
dle of next year (year
1378 starts March 21).

According to the of-
ficial, Khorasan steel
smelter plant is expected
to be completed in amost
ayear.

Speaking about the al-
loy steel plant in the cen-
tral Province of Y azd,
Jahangiri explained that
the plant was inaugurated
in 1376 some 20 percent
into its construction. It is
now expected to become
fully operational within
days time, he added.

Iran is counting on the
steel production plant in
the southern  Province of
Hormuzgan for its pro-
jected exports.

A buy-back agreement
has been signed with a Jap-
anese firm for the de-
velopment of the plant
which is expected to have
a production  capacity of
two million tons annually.
The investment in the
plant is expected to reach
1.5 to two billion dollars,
Jahangiri said in conclu-
sion.
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