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President calls for scientific

progress of society

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here on Sunday called for

close links between the country’s scientific circles and

vancement of the society.

The president made the remark in an address to the central council of the

State Geography Association, IRNA reported.

Stressing the importance of geographical sciences in drawing up a plan
for development of the country, Khatami said that to that end, the geography
scientists should take into account international  criteria as well as the specif-
ic regional conditions. Prior to the president’s speech, some members of the
presented reports on the activities of the association and the state of

council

the field of geography offered in the country’s universities.

Tehran rejects U.S human rights report

the top man-
agement, further stating that such links would make for a more scientific ad-
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Over 25 million cast votes in

Iran welcomes expansion of ties with
Muslim, neighboring countries

TEHRAN - Foreign Min-
istry spokesman Hamid-
Reza Assefi here on Sunday
caled on the Persian Gulf
Cooperation Council
(PGCC) to strive for expan-
sion of relations among re-
gional states.

Assefi referred to the
PGCC secretary genera’s
statements and  remarks by
an Kuwaiti official on Sat-
urday and said that Iran's
policy is based on dialog and
consultations, and expansion
of relations with Muslim
and neighboring countries,
especialy with the  Persian
Gulf states, IRNA reported.

He said that such re-
marks will neither help solve
disputes among  countries
nor lead to a change in prin-
cipled palicies of the ISamic
Republic of Iran.

He added that peace and
stability can be maintained
in the region solely through
expansion of cooperation.

Advisor
to lranian
president
ViSits
Greece

TEHRAN - Ms. Zahra
Shojaie, advisor to lIranian
President Mohammad Kha-
tami on women's affairs ar-
rived in Athens Sunday on
a five-day visit following an
invitation by the ruling Pan-
Hellenic Socialist Party (Pa
sok) in Greece.

Shojaie, who is the head
of the “Center for Women
Participation” in Iran, will
deliver a lecture and meet a
number of Greek ministers
and officials during her stay
in the Greek capital.

She is also expected to
be received by Greek Pres-
ident  Costis Ste-
phanopoulos, Iranian dip-
lomatic sources told IRNA
in Athens.

Shjoaie was received at
Athens airport by two wom-
en representatives from Pa
sok, lran's Ambassador to
Athens Mehdi Khandagabadi
and his wife and other staff
members of the Iranian
embassy and their families.

Assefi reiterated that the
three islands of Abu Mousa
and the Greater and Lesser
Tunbs belong to Iran. He
said that Iran is ready to
continue holding talks with
the UAE within the frame-
work of the 1971 mem-
orandum of understanding,
without any precondition.

The UAE news agency
on Saturday quoted the
PGCC Secretary-General Ja-
mil Ehjeylan as stating that
he supported the UAE's
protest to Iran for its in-
auguration of a municipality
building on Abu Mousa  is-
land.

The Kuwaiti  deputy
prime minister and foreign
minister in an  interview
with the daily Alsharq a-
Awsat made similar remarks
in support of the UAE.

Meanwhile, Aassefi said

on the US State De-
partment’s allegations re-

Judiciary head:

garding status of human
rightsin Iran are unfounded.

The U.S. administration
has issued a report on situa-
tion of human rightsin the
world describing the status
of human rights in Iran as
allegedly “poor”.

He said the U.S. State
Department’s annual report
on human rights in the
world and its allegations on
the basis of the one-sided
and  biased interpretations
of human rights situation in
Iranisan attempt to divert
the world public opinion
from human rights  viola-
tions in the American so-
ciety. The State De
partment’s action indicated
the U.S. ill-intention toward
the progress of the Iranian
people and its failure to form
balanced relations with the
Islamic Republic of Iran, As-
sefi said.

He said publishing such
intentional reports has co-

Case of German
businessman in
final stages

TEHRAN - Head of the
judiciary  Ayatollah Mo-
hammad Yazdi sad in a
newspaper interview pub-
lished Sunday that the case of
German businessman Helmut
Hofer was undergoing its fi-
nal stages. Hofer who was ar-
rested in Tehran last year,
was found guilty of having
out of wedlock relations with
an lranian woman, an offense
which is punishable by death
sentence according to Islamic
laws, IRNA reported.

Iran’s Supreme Court last
week repealed the death ver-
dict issued formerly against
Hofer, assigning Tehran Jus-
tice Department to re-
examine the case.

Yazdi told Abrar daily
that the Supreme Court had
repedled Hofer's death sen-
tence within the framework
of laws and regulations due
to some “forma de
ficiencies’.

He further remarked that

Culture, Islamic guidance minister:

Artists can arouse
public sengsitivity to
environment

TEHRAN - Culture and Islamic Guidance Minister
Ataollah Mohagjerani said at opening ceremony of Iran's
first environmental movies festival, dubbed ‘Film-e
Sabz' (green film), here on Sunday that artists can
protection of

arouse people's sensitivity towards

environment.

Calling man's greedy desire as enemy of environ-

ment, Mohajerani

said that destruction of environment

and the subsequent damage inflicted on human beings is
in fact harming present and future assets of the society
and that no group can draw society’s attention towards
nature as artists can, IRNA reported.

He said that artists and cinematographers can
strengthen public sense of responsibility for protection

of environment and encourage

them to adopt nec-

essary measures for solving environmental problems.

He added that this is not possible through showing
films but through setting up various photo exhibitions,
organizing story writing competitions and employing
other sorts of artsin this respect.

Vice-President and head of the Environmental Pro-

tection
gretted that industrial

man’s soul and body.

Organization (EPO) Masoumeh Ebtekar re-
development has inflicted enor-
mous damage on nature over recent

decades, harming

Representative of the United Nations Devel opment

Program (UNDP)

Michael Schulenburg said liran is

now cooperating with the U.N. for protection of the

ozone layer as well as wetlands, for

improvement of

modern energies, compilation of sustainable environ-
mental development strategy, expansion of technical
know-how to evaluate environment, implementation of

development projects and
Sea.

protection of the Caspian

Iran has found out the culture and methods of co-
existence with deserts and this is something more val-

uable than desertification,

he said, adding that Iran

hopes to be capable of transferring its expertise to other
countries, including thosein theregion, in future.

480 Iranian and foreign movies are to be screened in
Tehran, Mashhad (Khorasan Province), Isfahan, Rasht

(Gilan Province), Tabriz

(East Azarbaijan Province)

and Shiraz (Fars Province) and on the Kish and Qeshm
islands (Hormuzgan Province) simultaneously for a six-

day period.

The films of the festival are to be screened in three
sections for children, adults and experts and 20 Iranian
and 20 foreign films are expected to find their way into

the competition section.

the case of the German busi-
nessman  will be re
examined in a public court
under the supervision of the
hesd of the Justice De-
partment.

Commenting on  the case
of Tehran's suspended Mayor
Gholamhussein ~ Karbaschi,
Ayatollah Yazdi said the case
is under investigation at the
public prosecutor’s office.

He said the case should
undergo its lega pro-
cedures, adding that he can-
not give any precise date for
thefinal verdict.

Karbaschi who was pub-
licly tried on charges of graft
inJuly, received five years
in prison, a 20-year suspen-
sonfromholding  govern-
ment posts, 60 lashes of the
whip and afine of one billion
rids. He rgjected the charges
and appealed.

The appeals court re
duced Karbaschi’'s prison
sentence to two  years. A
statement issued by the ju-
diciary later said that his
suspension from public ser-
vice was aso reduced to 10
years and his lashing sen-
tence was replaced with a
cash fine of 10 million rials.

However, Karbaschi’s law-
yer Bahman Keshavarz said
he would lodge a protest
with the general prosecutor’s
office against the verdict of
the court of appeals.

incided this year with the
nationwide municipal €elec-
tionsin Iran, helping display
the U.S. opposition to Iran’s
national identity and
progress.

Assefi said the American
society is now suffering
from extensive human
rights violations due to the
negligence of the U.S.
administration. Racial dis-
crimination, cruelty against
foreigners, torture in pris-
ons, violence against chil-
dren and women are on their
heights in the American
community, arousing con-
cern of the United Nations
and the non-governmental
organizations, he said.

“The Islamic Republic of
Iran in accordance with the
Islamic belief and national
and international commit-
ments has respected human
rights of every Iranian cit-
izen inside and outside the
country,” he said.

Iran believes that any
sabotage in the process of its
dynamic society by any for-
eign country could not work
and the country is treading
the path toward its lofty
goals.

Meanwhile, Assefi dis
missed a report provided by
representative of the United
Nations Human Rights Com-
mission Maurice Danby
Copithorne as being contrary
to the facts in Iran and lack
of knowledge about the Is-
lamic criteria and norms rec-
ommended by Islam.

Tehran-Riyadh
cooperation
effectivein
pushing up

oil prices

TEHRAN - Saudi
Arabian Oil Minister Ali
Nuaimi Sunday stressed
continued cooperation and
coordination between the
OPEC members and non-
OPEC ail producing coun-
tries as an important ele-
ment in improving the
current situation in inter-
national oil markets.

Meeting Iranian Am-
bassador to Riyadh Mo-
hammad-Reza Nouri
Shahroudi, he aso caled
for bilatera oil coop-
eration between Iran  and
Saudi as “effective’,
IRNA reported.

Reviewing the fea
sibility of implementing
various  strategies  to
boost the prices of ail, the
Iranian ambassador
stressed the importance
of Iran and Saudi Arabia
as two magor oil pro-
ducing nations.

He aso noted the ne-
cessity of Iran-Saudi ef-
forts to push up the prices
of oil and stressed Iran’s
efforts to reduce oil pro-
duction ceilings, until the
desired results are
achieved.

Nouri Shahroudi also
cautioned against the ef-
forts of global arrogance
to curtail the revenues of
the developing countries
and stressed the need
to safeguard the interests
of the oil producing
countries.

Idamic Human Rights Commission
wants clear-Cut response on
cleric’s detention

TEHRAN- Islamic Hu-
man Rights Commission in a
statement here Sunday out-
lined the measures taken by
the commission  following
the detention of Ho-
jatoleslam Mohsen Kadivar.

It stressed that following
the court summons against
Kadivar last week, the lega
department investigating
public complaints held direct
talks with him to find out the
details of the charges. The
commission had cor-
responded with the relevant
authorities about the case,
IRNA reported.

It also emphasized that
the department responsible
for following up and mon-
itoring the ongoing issue in
its meeting Sunday specified
that clear-cut response be ob-
tained from the specia cler-
ics court on the matter so
that necessary measures can
be taken.

The statement further
added that the commission
continues to  insist on the

complete observation of the
legal rights of the citizens,
including their legitimate
freedoms within the frame-
work of the constitution.

The commission elab-
orated that in order to con-
duct a fair trial, charges
should be brought up com-
pletely within the norms of
the law  and the defendant
should be made aware of the
these charges and have ac-
cess to the lawyer of his
choice.

The Islamic Human
Rights Commission added
that the court proceedings
should be held in the open
and the defendant should
aso have the right to ap-
peal and request aretrial.

Concerning political and
press crimes, the commis-
sion says, “according to ar-
ticle 168 of the Constitution
of the Islamic Republic of
Iran, people's legitimate
freedoms in the various in-
dividual and  social areas
cannot be breached.”

Vice-president arrivesin Dhaka for D-8 summit

Iran to host conference of
International Association of Sports Law

TEHRAN - The sixth conference of the International Association of
SportsLaw (I.A.S.L) isto take placein Tehran on 7-8 May.

Thel.A.S.L was formed in 1992 following the initiative of the Greek Re-
search Center of Sports Law and leading Greek and
IRNA reported from Athens.

The association is based in Olympia, the site of the ancient
games in southern Greece.

The first I.LA.S.L conference was held in Athens in 1992, the second in
Olympiain 1993, the third in France in 1994 and the fifth in Spain in 1995.

The Tehran conference with the topic “responsibility in athletic activ-
ities’ is being organized in cooperation with the National Olympic Com-
mittee of Iran, according to apress release of the organizers.

international scholars,

Olympic

councils elections

TEHRAN- Elections
monitors at the Interior Min-
istry sunday evening put na-
tionwide turnout in the vil-
lage-city councils elections
held Friday, at 25 million.

The latest results of bal-
lot counting in Tehran in-
dicates that 12 pro-Khatami
candidates have received the
majority of votes, gaining ac-
cess to 12 Tehran city coun-
cil seats.

Reports from the elec-
tions headquarters said that
by 11:00 am. Monday, a to-
tal of 51,000 votes were
counted in 180 polling
boothsin Tehran.

According to the reports,
the following 21 candidates
received the majority votes.

Abdollah Nouri, Saeed
Hajjarian Kashani, Jamileh
Kadivar, Mohammad Eb-
rahim Asgharzadeh, Mo-
hammad Atrianfar, Fatemeh
Jalaiepour, Ahmad Hak-
imipour, Mohammad Huss-
ein Doroodian, Seyed Moh-

moud Alizadeh Tabatabaei,
Gholamreza Foruzesh, Mor-
teza Lotfi, Seyyed Mo-
hammad Gharazi, Hassan
Abedini, Rahmatollah Khos-
ravi, Abbas Doozdoozani,
Davood Soleymani, Sed-
digeh Vasmaqi, Yahya Al-e
Eshag, Seyed Mansour Ra-
zavi, Mohammad Hussein
Hagigi and Mahmoud Ah-
madinejad.

In another development,
the Interior Minister Ab-
dolwahed Mousavi Lari
here Sunday briefed the cab-
inet ministers on the order,
tranquility, massive par-
ticipation of people and the
extensive activities of the
candidates in the rural-urban
Islamic council €lections,
expressing hope that the re-
sult of the elections of the
different areas except that of
the metropolis will be an-
nounced Monday.

President Mohammad
Khatami presiding over the
cabinet meeting, said “Es

Tehran, Idamabad
to discuss expansion of ties

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Monday
underlined the need for further expansion of Tehran-

Islamabad relations.

The president made the remark when receiving Iran’s Am-
bassador to |slamabad Sergjeddin Mousavi, IRNA reported.

During the meeting President Khatami called for pro-
motion of political, economic, cultural and security coop-
eration between the two countries.

He also called on the Iranian ambassador to make efforts
to establish greater coordination among Iranian organiza-

tionsin neighboring Pakistan.

Meanwhile, Mousavi briefed the president on palitical and
social status of the country of his assignment.

Meanwhile, Speaker of Pakistan’s National Assembly I1-
ahie Bakhsh Soomro is to arrive in Tehran on March 5, the
Associated Press of Pakistan (APP) reported Sunday.

Soomro’s officia visit will take place at the invitation of
his Iranian counterpart Ali Akbar Nateq Nouri, it added.

During his three-day visit, the Pakistani speaker isto dis-

cuss with senior

Iranian officials expansion of Tehran-

Islamabad relations as well as the latest regional and inter-

national

developments, APP said.

fand 7 (February 26) will re-
main in the history as an
eventful memorable day.”
Referring to the ob-
jectives of the council elec-
tions, President Khatami
pointed out that the rural-
urban council elections will
pave the way for de
centralization In decision
making of the affairs of the
nation with effective par-

ticipation of the elected
councillors.
The Iranian president

then expressed hope that the
councils will  redlisticaly
view the issues and with
proper insight arrive at the
decisions within the frame-
work of the laws working to-
gether with the government
in the start of the third dec-
ade of the Islamic Revolu-
tion. “The third decade will
not only herald a new erain
spiritual and materia de-
velopment and progress in
the society but also be a har-
binger to the epoch of a bet-
ter and fruitful life for our
people,” Khatami stated.

The president lauded the
invaluable services of the fa-
ther of the Islamic Revolu-
tion and founder of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran for
sanctioning the Constitution
of the Islamic sovereign state
drawn up by the founders
and endorsed by 99.9 per-
cent of the people.

The chief executive fur-
ther thanked the previous Is-
lamic consultative  as-
semblies, and governments
who had endeavored to bring
about the framework of the
current councils.

He finally thanked Lead-
er of the Islamic Revolution
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei for
hisvital rolein regard to the
rural-urban Islamic council
election process.The pres
ident also thanked the people
for their active, peaceful and
disciplined participation in
the elections.

Iran to expand scientific, research
cooperation with Azerbaijan

TEHRAN - Governor
General of East Azarbaijan
Province Mohammadi told
an Azeri scientific-cultural
delegation in Tabriz on Sun-
day that cultural and sci-
entific  circles in this prov-
ince are ready to cooperate
with Azeri scientific and ed-
ucational centers.

Mohammadi said that
given Iranian President Mo-
hammad Khatami’s  pro-
posal on dialog amongst civ-
ilizations, Iranian and Azeri
cultura officiads are ex-
pected to strive for further
expansion of bilateral cul-
tural relations, IRNA re-
ported.

Referring to father of Is-
lamic  Revolution  and
founder of the Idamic Re-

D-8 countries can turn into
potential economic poles

TEHRAN - lran’'s First
Vice-President Hassan Ha-
bibi, heading a top level del-
egation, arrived in Dhaka,
Bangladesh, Sunday to at-
tend the summit meeting of
the eight developing Islamic

countries (D-8) to open
Monday.
Habibi was officialy

welcomed by Bangladeshi
Prime Minister Shelkh Ha-
sinaMagjed.

D-8 member countries
include Iran, Pakistan, Tur-

key, Egypt, Maaysia, In-
donesia, Bangladesh and Ni-
geria.

Prior to his departure,
Habibi told IRNA that with
appropriate planning the D-
8 member countries can turn
to cultura and industrial
polesin the world.

Referring to great po-
tential in the D-8 member
states, he said  the member
countries are large Muslim
states enjoying economic,
social and cultural develop-
ment.

On the agenda of the
summit, Habibi said that im-
plementation of  approvas
of the first D-8 summit held
in Istanbul in June, 1997,
will be discussed in the sec-

ond summit.

Iran will propose the
summit to make efforts to
promote relations among the
member states, he said add-
ing that close ties between
the member states will lead
to further success of the
groupin implementation of
the joint projects.

Foreign Minister Kamal
Kharrazi Saturday returned
fro a two-day visit to Dhaka
where he attended D-8 for-

eign ministerial council.

Upon arrival a Meh-
rabad airport, he termed the
outcome of his  visit as
fruitful.

He told reporters that the
D-8 foreign ministerial coun-
cil will turn to an inter-
national powerful economic
aliancein anear future.

Kharrazi, who visited In-
dia prior to his visit to Ban-
gladesh, aso briefed re-
porters on the outcome of his

Indian visit. He said that the
Indian officials had called
for further expansion of
Tehran-New Ddhi industrial
and economic relations.

During Iran-India joint
economic session, officias
from construction jihad, ag-
riculture, and road and trans-
portation ministries as well
as Central Bank discussed
promotion of bilateral ties
with their Indian counter-
parts, Kharrazi added.

ECO/UNDCP launch legal training
workshop on drug control

TEHRAN - The Tehran-
based Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) has
planned to launch a legal
training workshop in Tehran
on March 1-5 in cooperation
with the United Nation Drug
Control Program (UNDCP),
ECO secretariat said on Sun-
day.
Ayatollah Morteza Mogh-
tadael, prosecutor-general of
the Islamic Republic of Iran
was to inaugurate the work-
shop on Monday, 1st March,
1999 at 0900 am., IRNA re-
ported.

The

world  situation,

trends and developments re-
garding illicit drug traf-
ficking, illicit use and addic-
tion, cooperation among
relevant authorities for in-
vestigating and  prosecuting
money laundering and inter-
national legal instruments and
their  implementation are
among the main topics to be
discussed during the work-
shop. The 5-day long work-
shop is to be attended by

high-level experts from leg-
idative, judiciary and narcot-
ics departments of the mem-
ber statesof ECO.

The government of the Is-
lamic Republic of Iran is
providing local arrangements.
ECO signed in Vienna, in
March, 1998, a project docu-
ment  with UNDCP to es-
tablish a drug control co-
ordination unit in the ECO
secretariat.
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public the late Imam Kho-
meini as a cultura per-
sonality who believed in
cultura struggle, he said the
best way for expansion of
Tehran-Baku relations lied
in mutual traditions and cul-
tures. The Azeri delegation

is composed of severa Per-
sian language  professors
from Baku University, dra-
matic arts professors, di-
rectors of severa museums
and libraries and some Azeri
scientific and arts per-
sonalities.

Mailis vice-speaker in meeting with

Qatari ambassador

that peace, stability,

pable of

to removal of

nal affairs.

historical
helpful to expansion of
countries.

relations.

Peace, stability in Persian
Gulf possible through
regional friendly ties

TEHRAN - Vice-Speaker of the Islamic con-
sultative Assembly (Majlis) Hassan Rowhani
meeting with Qatari Ambassador to Tehran Hussein
bin Ali al-Dowsari expressed delight over the upward
trend of the Islamic Republic’s relations with Qatar.

Touching on the security issues in the Persian Gulf,
the Iranian parliamentarian said “we are of the belief
progress and development in the
sensitive and important region of Persian Gulf is not
possible but through friendly relations
littoral states, IRNA reported.

“We further believe that the regional states are ca-
preserving the Persian Gulf security without
needing the presence of foreign powers.”

Rowhani pointed out the importance Iran attaches
tensions, adding that the Islamic Re-
public seeks friendly relations
based on principles of respect for the countries in-
dependence and non-interference in the countries inter-

The Qatari ambassador referred to the religious and
commonalities between Iran and Qatar as
relations between the two

Al-Dowsari further stated that Qatar has always
supported Iran’s peace seeking efforts and policies.

The Qatari ambassador also termed meetings be-
tween high ranking officials of Iran and Qatar as sig-
nificant steps in expanding the two countries bilateral
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