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6. Roscoe Henry Hillenkoetter
7. Walter Bedell Smith
8. Allen Welsh Dulles
9. John Alex McCone
10. William Francis Raborn
11. Richard McGarrah Helms
12. James Rodney Schlesinger
13. William Egan Colby
14. George Herbert Walker Bush
15. Stansfield Turner
16. William Joseph Casey
17. Director of Central Intelligence
18. National Security Council
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Iran trade mission In UK

TEHRAN - An Iranian delegation, headed by Chamber of Commerce

and Industry Secretary-General Alinagi Khamoushi is in London since Sun- | N
day for afour-day trade mission to the UK.

The visit is at the invitation of the recently formed British-lIranian Cham-
ber of Commerce, chaired by cross-bench member of the House of Lords,

Viscount Waverley.

The trade mission aimed at promoting Iranian exports comes as bilateral
trade reached an al-time low last year, with British

talling a mere Pnds 36 million (DIrs 60 m).

The UK is aso keen to reverse the decline in its export sales to Iran.
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Persian language promoted
religious knowledge

TEHRAN - President
Mohammad Khatami said in
a message to the second in-
ternational gathering of pro-
fessors of the Persian lan-
guage and literature here
Monday that the Persian lan-
guage and literature have
managed to promote re-
ligious beliefs and knowl-
edge.

The president also said
in his message read to the
audience by the First Dep-
uty Minister of Culture and
Ilamic Guidance, Ahmad
Masjed Jamei, that the gath-
ering provided him the op-
portunity to welcome the
scholars to Iran and also ex-
press his gratitude to them,
IRNA reported.

He further said the job
of the Persian language and
literature scholars was not
like an official duty, saying
that they endeavored to pro-
mote a great ancient culture
which has expressed itself
through the Persian lan-
guage and literature over the
past one thousand years.

Pointing out that the Per-
sian language functions as a
factor of unity among peo-
ple of various nationalities
who are living in Iran as
well as the second language
of the Islamic world which

has served to  spread re-

ligion and  spirituality
throughout the world, the
president maintained that
both Persian language and
literature could till act asa
source of inspiration for art-
ists and thinkers.

The second international
gathering of Persian lan-
guage and literature schol-
ars are being held in Tehran
March 1-3 with  scholars
from 60 states participating.

Also spesking a the
gathering, Culture and Islam-
ic Guidance Minister
Ataollah Mohgjerani said
that Persian is the language
of peace and friendship and
carries a message of human
dignity.

Mohajerani further said
that Iranians are proud of the
many works in Persian
which are among the world’s
prominent epic, philosoph-
ical and poetic masterpieces.

He said the Persian lan-
guage instructors both in
Iran and abroad are teaching
and promoting a language
which has won reputation
both inside and outside Iran
for its cultural value.

Mohgjerani, also chair-
man of the session, said that
nearly 120 Persian language
professors and researchers
are taking part a the three-
day meeting.

UNEP chief, UNDP
official to vigit Iran

TEHRAN - The U.N. Environment Program (UNEP)
chief  Klaus Topfer will visit Iran at the invitation of
Vice President and head of Environment Protection Or-
ganization Ms. Masoumeh Ebtekar on  March 3-4.

Topfer's visit to Iran coincides with the holding of
green film festival, first international festival of environ-
mental films in Tehran during February 28-March 5,
1999, the morning daily ‘Iran News wrote in its Mon-

day issue.

During his two-day visit to Iran, the senior U.N. of-

ficial will meet some Iranian officials including Ms. Eb-

tekar, and ministers of

construction jihad Mohammad

Saeedi-Kyaand of foreign affairsKamal Kharrazi.
Topfer will also visit the Pardisan natural park in

Tehran on Wednesday.

In another development, the U.N. Development Pro-
gram (UNDP) assistant administrator and regional di-
rector for Asia and Pacific, Nay Htun will come to Iran
on March 3 to attend the closing ceremony  of the green

film festival, the daily added.

During his five-day stay in Iran, Htun isto visit Yazd

Province
new U.N. plan on
for living with Kavir.

French,

TEHRAN - EIf Aqui-
taine of France and Agip of
Italy signed Monday a Dlrs
540 million energy deal
with Iran for the develop-
ment of Doroud oil and gas
fields.

The contract provided
for the two companies to be
reimbursed and paid in the
form of crude from the field
over aperiod of tenyears.

The companies are ex-
pected to increase pro-
duction from Doroud by re-
injecting gas from the field.

The National Iranian Oil
Company (NIOC) signed
the contract with the two
companies for Iran.

Meanwhile, report from
London said that Roya
Dutch/Shell is heightening
its profile in Iran by bidding
for a contract to expand
crude oil production at So-
roush oil field.

and will discuss with provincia officias a
establishment of aregional center

The Anglo-Dutch com-
pany reportedly has already
placed bids for Agha Jari
and Ahwaz Bangestan oil
fields and for the develop-
ment of North Pars gas
field, IRNA reported.

Shell is also leading on-
going negotiations for the
fourth and  fifth phase of
South Pars gas field and in
December was awarded a
DlIrs 18 million exploration
contract for the Iranian sec-
tor of the Caspian Seawith
Lasmo of the UK.

According to Middle
East Economic Digest, Roy-
a Dutch/Shell submitted its
bid to raise the output of So-
roush from 60,000 to 100-
150,000 barrels per day late
last year. It said a decision
may be made by the Na-
tional Iranian Oil Company
by March 20.

Energy Compass sug-

He said that the session
would focus on promation of
the Persian language
worldwide as well as the old
and contemporary Persian
literature.

Meanwhile, Iran’s repre-
sentative to the United Na-

tions Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultura
Organization (UNESCO)

Ahmad Jalai read a mes-
sage from UNESCO Di-
rector-General Federico
Mayor to the session.
Mayor termed Persian
language as responsible for
existence of the most im-
portant literary works in the
world, and called for the
language's protection.

Foreign Ministry:

lran’s military exercises
no threat to region

TEHRAN - The Foreign Ministry spokesman Hamid
Reza Asefi here Monday expressed regret over the state-
ment issued by the Arab League on ‘Fateh 77’ military
exercise by the Islamic Republic.

Stressing that such maneuvers are only aimed at pre-
serving Iran’s combat readiness, Asefi said that the ex-
ercises are also aimed at safeguarding the country’s ter-
ritorial integrity, IRNA reported.

Launching such maneuvers are legitimate rights of

al countries, he said, adding that the military exercises
do not constitute threats to the regiona countries, and
are in line with preserving security of the strategic Per-
sian Gulf region.

Stressing Tehran's sovereignty over the three Iranian
idands in the Persian Gulf, he reiterated that the 1slamic
Republic has repeatedly announced its readiness for un-

conditional talks with the

government of the United

Arab Emirates (UAE) in order to solve the existing prob-
lems within the framework of 1971 memorandum of

understanding.

In light of Iran’s general policies seeking expansion
of ties with Arab countries, the Arab union was ex-
pected to instead of repeating the UAE claims, encour-
age the UAE government to take realistic stands and to

talk to Iran, Asefi said.

First vice-president addressing D-8 session

|ran attaches importance to ties

with South Africa

TEHRAN - Austraian
Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister for Trade Tim Fis-
cher said in Tehran on Mon-
day Australiais keen on de-
veloping trade and economic
cooperation with Iran.

Speaking in the seventh
meeting of Tehran-Canberra
joint economic commission
in the presence of Iranian
head of the commission Min-
ister of Agriculture Issa Ka-
lantari, Fischer said 50 Aus-
tralian firms active in the
region are ready to enter into
trade partnership with Iran, if
the visa issuance process is
accelerated, IRNA reported.

He said Australia exports
wheat, wool and coal to Iran
and is ready to cooperate
with Iran in the field of ail
and gas, health and tele-
communications. Fischer
said Iran and Australia can
also cooperate in carrying
out infrastructural projects,
regarding the ‘ Sarcheshmeh’

D-8 members must boost
trade cooperation

TEHRAN - Iran’s First
Vice-President Hassan Ha-
bibi in an address to the
second summit of the eight
developing Muslim states
(D-8) in Dhaka, Ban-
gladesh on Monday called
on the D-8 member coun-
tries to boost mutual ec-
onomic, industrial and
trade cooperation.

Habibi said that expan-
sion of cooperation in the
said areas will not be pos-
sible but through easing
access to each other’s mar-
kets, exchange of tech-
nology and technical
know-how and facilitating
transit of industrial and
commercial goods, IRNA
reported from Dhaka.

Referring to Islam as a
common denominator
based on which the D-8
member countries can pro-
mote mutual cooperation,
Habibi said that it isade-
light to see the formation
of D-8 with an objective to
tackle the member states
common problems, ec-
onomic and related.

He added that pro-
tection of environment
should be given priority
in  cooperation among
member countries in the
new century.

tallan firms sign energy deal with

gested that if it wins the
contract, the heavy crude
could eventualy help sup-
ply Reliance Petroleum’s
new 550,000 bpd refinery
at Jamnagar, on the north-
west coast of India

It said Shell recently
signed an agreement with
Reliance to advise on the
supply of feedstock for In-
dia’ s biggest refinery, which
is due to start up in April
and will initially run on
light sweet African crude,
though the ideal diet is
heavy sour grades.

In another development,
a subsidiary of the National
Iranian Oil Company is ex-
pected to open delayed bids
for utilities and processes
for the DIrs 1 billion first
phase development of South
Pars gas field this month
after securing a French loan.

French bank credit Ag-

Significant rise in monthly
non-oil exports

TEHRAN - Figures re-
leased by Iran’s Customs
Administration  indicated
that non-oil exports in the
month of Bahman (Jan-
uary 21-February 19) reg-
istered an increase of 32
percent in terms of value
over the same period last
year.

The report
the significant rise in
monthly non-oil exports
to the supportive measures
adopted by the government
as well as to the imple-
mentation of the plan to
regulate the country’s
economy.

Non-oil exports in the
past 11 months of the cur-
rent Iranian year, started

attributed

March 20, 1998, amounted
to 10.395 million tons with
a total value of Dlrs 2.697
billion. The figures show
anincrease of 33 percent
in terms of weight but a de-
cline of four percent in
terms  of value as com-
pared to the same period
last year, the report added.

The decrease in value is
mainly due to the stagnant
world economy, oil price
slump and economic prob-
lems of the regional coun-
tries, especialy those in
Central Asia

Hand-woven carpet,
pistachio, iron products,
skin and hide were among
major items Iran exported
in the said period.

The report further add-
ed that during the same pe-
riod 13.6 million tons of
goods costing DlIrs 13.3 bil-
lion were imported to the
country in the past 11
months, down by 10.7 per-
cent in terms of value and
29.5 percent in terms of
weight.

Industrial  machinery,
electrical appliances, cook-
ing oil, plastic raw materi-
al, chemicals and wheat
were major import items.

Bandar Abbas customs
department ranked first for
handling 16.2 percent of
the export goods and 47.4
percent of the import items,
followed by Bandar Imam
Khomeini, the report add-

The most important
problem the D-8 member
countries are facing isin
relation to globalization
of economy, and the bitter
experiences of the South
East Asian states man-
dates the D-8 members to
coordinate their efforts in
the field of economy, he
noted.

The Iranian officia
called for working out
programs to bolster coop-
eration among private sec-
tors of the D-8 countries
and said that Iran supports
the proposal for formation
of the assembly of D-8
states business people and
convention of itsfirst gen-
eral meeting before start
of the third millennium.

He said that formation
of the D-8 group con-
sulting engineers associa-
tion  presents another
ground for  scientific
cooperation among the
members.

Iranian, Turkish, In-
donesian, Bangladeshi,
Egyptian, Pakistani, Ma-
laysian and Nigerian del-
egations are taking part in
the D-8  summit which
was inaugurated by Turk-
ish President Suleyman
Demirel in Dhaka on

[d

ricole Indosuez was reported
by Middle East Economic
Digest this week to have ar-
ranged a DIrs 350 financing
facility for Petro Pars, the
Virgin island based sub-
sidiary which holds the con-
tract for the first phase.

The bank was said to be
based on a pre-paid oil sales
and runs until June 2001
and according to un-
confirmed reports may come
from the offshore Sirri A
and E fields being de
veloped by a consortium
led by Total of France.

MEED suggested that
the financial package signed
at theturn of  the year with
Nafte Iran, another NIOC
subsidiary, clears the way
for an early conclusion of
the delayed tendering pro-
CESS.

Cyprus-based  Middle
East Economic Survey sug-
gested last week  that the

loan secured was for some
DIrs 900 million and said
that under the terms of the
agreement, crude would be
lifted from Sirri Eand A
by BP Amoco under athree-
year offtake scheme.

The first phase of South
Pars, Iran’s biggest gas
field, is scheduled to pro-
duce 1,000 million cubic
feet of gas a day and at
least 40,000 barrels per day
of condensates, but has
been hit by funding dif-
ficulties.

The second and third
phases are already being
carried out by a con-
sortium headed by Total of
France, with a scheduled
production of some 2 bn
cfd. Protracted negotiations
are still ongoing with for-
eign consortia for the fourth
and fifth phases.

Monday.
Meanwhile, Turkish
President Suleyman

Demirel told Iran’'s First
Vice-President Hassan
Habibi in Dhaka on
Monday that Iran and
Turkey have highly con-
structive and important
roles in realization of
the D-8 objectives.

Demirel said at the
meeting, held on the
sideline of the second D-
8 summit that as two
major and important
Muslim states in the re-
gion Iran and Turkey can
take giant strides for
restoration of calm in the
region and for the de-
velopment of the D-8
states.

He expressed hope
that relations and coop-
eration between Tehran
and Ankara will further
expand in the political,
economic and com-
mercial fields.

He thanked Iran for
its efforts as the head of
the Organization of the
Islamic Conference
(OIC) in settling dis-
putes between Turkey
and Syria.

Habibi for his part
called as “constructive”
cooperation between
Iran and Turkey, both
amongst founders of the
D-8, for promotion of
the group’s objectives.
He called for expansion
of cooperation between
Iran and Turkey both at
bilateral and regiona

levels to ensure lasting

security in the region.
He expressed concern

over the Zionist regime’s

Public prosecutor:

increasing role in escala-
tion of tensions among
countries, especially
among Muslim states.

The two sides also
called for an end to the Ira-
gi crisis and for preserva-
tion of Iraq’s territorial in-
tegrity.

Later on Monday, Ban-
gladeshi Prime Minister
Sheikh  Hasina Wajed
termed Tehran-Dhaka re-
lations as important and
called for further expan-
sion of ties between the
two countries.

Making the remark in a
meeting with the visiting
Iranian  first vice-
president, she expressed
the hope that the D-8 sum-
mit will lead to expansion
of cooperation among D-8
member states.

Referring to the agree-
ments previously reached
between the two sides, she
said that exchange of visits
between Iran and Ban-
gladesh will result in fur-
ther expansion of bilateral
ties. Expressing hope that
Tehran-Dhaka relations
will further bolster in fu-
ture, Habibi said that suc-
cess of D-8 can be ef-
fective in expansion of
bilateral and multilateral
ties among its member
countries

Referring to designa-
tion of 2001 as the year of
dialog among civilizations,
he said that since Ban-
gladesh enjoys an ancient
civilization, the country
can play key rolein thisre-
gard. Habibi, heading a
high ranking delegation,
arrived in the Bangladeshi
capital Sunday.

Uprooting drugs needs
combating producers

TEHRAN - Public Prosecutor Ayatollah Morteza
Mogtadaei highlighted the need to combat drug pro-
ducersto uproot this menace from the society.

Speaking at the opening session of the training sem-
inar on narcotics and judicial cooperation of Economic
Cooperation Organization (ECO) and United Nations
Drugs Control Program (UNDCP) he said, “Iran is like
a strong wall standing on the way of drug smuggling
from this region to Europe which is a lucrative market

for drugs.”

He stated that “Iran shoulders a heavy burden in
fighting against narcotics and international institutions
should help Iran in this regard.”

He further said that by politicizing the war on
drugs, the big powers are following their own political

agenda.

“In its anti-drug campaign, Iran has never waited
for other countries to act and has waged a serious war
on drugs since the victory of Islamic Revolution,” he

noted.

Moqtadaei was quoted by IRNA as saying that law
enforcement agents have seized 130,415 kg of narcot-
ics since the beginning of the year (started March, 21),
citing the breakdown of different types as, 10,309 kg of
morphine, 9,306 kg of hashish, 1,881 kg of heroin, and
308 kg of opium and other kinds.

Alluding to the problems of production, distribution

and use of

illicit drugs as encompassing a trans-
national phenomenon he said,

“addiction among the

youth and even kids is on the rise, which if not paid at-
tention to, will have unfortunate consequence.”
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copper  plant, and Khuze-
stan water installations and
sugar-cane industry.

Fischer heading a group
of Australian businessmen
from public and private sec-
tors arrived in Tehran on Sat-
urday.

The Iranian and Aus
tralian officials are expected
to hold talks on partnership
of the Australian firmsin set-
ting up gas pipeline  be-
tween Iran and Pekistan as
well as in Tabas-Kashmar
railway project.

Kalantari said the current
commission is an appropriate
framework to develop ec-
onomic, political and cultural
relations between the
two countries.

He said trade is growing
between Iran and Australia,
but not at a satisfactory lev-
el considering the high ca-
pacity of the two sides for
cooperation.

He said Iran purchases
wheat and sugar from Aus-
traliaand recommended that
export of oil to Australia and
reduction of the Australian
banking fees would serve to
form trade balance between
Tehran and Canberra.

TEHRAN - President Mohammad Khatami here Tuesday stressed on
the importance of Iran-South Africarelations.

He made the remark when receiving Iran’s new ambassador to Pretoria
Javid Qorbanoghli.

Referring to resistance of South African nation against racism, the pres-
ident called on the Iranian ambassador to make efforts to promote Tehran-
Pretoriareationsin political, economic, scientific and cultural areas.

At the end of the meeting, the new ambassador briefed the president on
the status of his country of assignment.

Fischer is due to hold
talks with President Khatami,
Majlis  Speaker Ali Akbar
Nateq Nouri and Chairman
of the State Expediency
Council Akbar Hashemi Raf-
sanjani.

In a separate meeting
later on Monday, Fischer
asked Iranian Foreign Min-
ister Kama Kharrazi to
cooperate with Australia at
international fora for nuclear
and chemical disarmament
and also for mutual relations.

He also appreciated the
efforts of Iran for fighting
drug trafficking at the na-
tional and international level.

The Iranian foreign min-
ister said that each year Iran
spends upwards of 400 mil-
lions dollars for controlling
drug abuse, and added that
more than 2,350 Iranian of-
ficers and members of drug
squads had lost their life in
their fight with trafficking
over the past few years.

Kharrazi aso said that
Iran is now making an effort
at the international level to
prepare the first draft of con-
trolling the production of

micro-biological weapons.

|ranian embassy refutes
Turkish press reports

TEHRAN - Iranian embassy in Ankara on Monday
strongly dismissed the reports raised by certain Turkish
press claiming presence of the Turkish Workers' Party
(PKK) members in Iran and that Iran financially backs

the PKK.

Issuing a statement, the embassy said allegations of
this kind is outdated and fully unfounded, IRNA re-

ported from Ankara.

“The allegations are contrary to the friendly relations
between the two countries and are aimed at distorting
the image of the Islamic Republic of Iran,” the statement

said.

Certain Turkish dailies have presented the dem-
onstration in Iran last week by the Iranian Kurdish cit-
izens protesting detention of PKK leader Abdullah Oc-
alan as display of the PKK members presence in Iran,

and that Iran backs the PKK.

The embassy said the Islamic Republic of Iran had
taken security measures to protect the Turkish diplomat-
ic missionsin Iran against any possible action by the Ira-
nian Kurds protesting Ocalan’s arrest.

OPEC needs
deeper cuts

TEHRAN - The Or-
ganization of Petroleum Ex-
porting Countries (OPEC) is
quite aware that with the end
of winterand  ensuing de-
crease in demand, oil prices
will further fall to less than
Dlrs 10 per barrel, if no ef-
fective measure is taken by
producing countries,
wrote Iran Daily.

Ministers from oil pro-
ducing and exporting coun-
tries will most  probably
agree to reduce output when
they meet in March.

The relative rise in ail
prices continued in world
markets during the past
week, it said, adding that the
average prices of Brent and
Dubai crude increased by 42
and 49 cents respectively in
comparison with its pre-
ceding period and reached
DIrs 10.81 and DIrs 10.56

per barrel. The temporary
closure of some refineries in
the U.S. for annual repairs,
fire accidents in a refinery
owned by Shell, Texaco and
Saudi Arabias Aramco in
South America and in an-
other refinery  belonging to
Venezuela and U.S. Sitco
company in North America
led to an increase in oil mar-
kets, it added. The possibil-
ity of OPEC output re
duction by 1.2 million
barrels per day also buoyed
oil prices, the article said,
adding that athough Irag
continues to export 2.1 mil-
lion bpd, it seems unlikely
that Baghdad and the U.N.
would reach a decision on
extending the oil-for-food
deal in May.

Of course the absolute
halt to Iragi oil exportsis un-
likely, it concluded.

Russia ready to implement
agreements signed with Iran

TEHRAN - The Russan
Minister of Natura Resources
Viktor Orlov in Russa on
Monday voiced readiness to
implement the letter of  un-
derstanding signed by hismin-
istry and the Iranian Ministry
of Mines and Metals. Making
the remark in a meeting with
Iran's Ambassador to Mos
cow Mehdi Safari, heaso an-
nounced his ministry’s will-
ingness to cooperate with
Iran's Ministry of Construc-
tion Jihad in construction  of
small power plants and in the

area of drainage systems,
IRNA reported. Referring to
Tehran-Moscow  cooperation
in the Caspian Seg, Orlov said
that a research program is un-
derway in Russa on seis
mology and biochemistry of
the Caspian Sea for which
Moscow has caled for par-
ticipation of al the sea's lit-
toral states. At the end of the
meeting, the Russian minister
termed his talks with the Ira-
nian senior officials during his
recent visit to Tehran as fruit-
ful.
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