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The story of the handling of the

Europe’s capitals hope that the
departure of onservatives'
Major as prime minister will draw
a line under the sorry saga of
Britain’s squabbles with its Euro-
pean partners. But their hope is
tempered by the fact that Labour

a more Eurosceptic tack dur-
ing e campaign

lair, 43, casts doubt on meet-
ing e 1656 Geadin for mene.
tary
are
Britain joining in the first wave”.

also warns other national

ernments: “There is a good deal of
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unease at the pace and direction of

resentation at the rou-
tine intergovernmental
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The Norwegians are wealthy,
compassionate and adventurous.
And they have a quirky sense of
design. From Viking longships to
even longer ships -

creative genius of Norway
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PLUS 50 YEARS OF CANNES

Rural people
lose out in
aid squabble

Julie Read
BRUSSELS

integration in many continental
countries, not just

- a Europe where nat-
ional identities are not submerged
and where countries co-operate
together, nc

to swing sufficient voters back to
the Tories,

Labour is clearly determined to
show that it is in earnest
wanting a fresh start with Europe.
The first symbolic overture wili
occur in Brussels as early as 5 May
with an upgrade to the British rep-

intent to join the Social Chapter
would also be affirmed then.

Once in office, Labour looks cer-
tain to drop reservations about
plans for summit on
25 Viag, The Oute EU presoney

French elections two days later.

Dutch Foreign Minister Hans
van Mierlo said in Luxembourg: “If
we do hold the summit at all, it will
be a very informal one. For organi-
sational reasons we will hold it not

Upbeat: Tony Blair pictured beneath his party's slogan before polling day
in Mazstricht but in Noordwijk”  Indeed, Blair is promising to take

e prospect of a Con- the crusade for loosening up the
servative defeat, Britain is prepar- labour market to the rest of

ing 10 bid farewell to 18 years of ~Europe. In France, itself in the
unbroken Tory rule in favour of a  throes of a bitterly fought parlia-
young and inexperienced team tary campaign, the most glow-
During more than a decade under  ing tributes for Blair's remarkable

transformation of his party’s for-
wnes have come, ironically, from
the right-wing Gaulists. They want
the Fi

political titan Margaret Thatcher,
the right-wing government in the
19805 drove through radical eco-
nomic reforms, including privatisa-
tion and labour-market flexibility.
The revam Party,

which has used the Al this suggests a sticky recep-
Things Can Only Get Beter a s ton for Blalr at the meeting of
campaign anthem, now subscribes ~ socialist leaders in Malmo,
{5 mostof hat Thatcherie legacy. ~ Sweden, on 5 June,

Comment: page &

gov-

Séguin counts cost
of euro in jobs

DISAFFECTED  French
National Assembly speaker
Philippe Séguin emerged
this week as the loose can-
non in Prime Minister Alain

the campaign against the
Maastricht treaty in the
992 referendum.

figure to launch an attack on
the drive towards the euro,
broadly supported by both
major parties.

arliamentary sources said

liament early and warned
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Anne-Elisabeth
Moutet PARIS

against putting deficit cut-
ting ahead of the fight

against unemployment
lamented that in
response 19 rising unem-
ployment, “people every-
here are mouthing iords

that seem meaningles:

ence crtoia, expily,
globalisation, federalism™
h slogans weere “alibis for

s prom-

taking contol of the global

conor ‘indifferent
© e fate Of the peopl”,

mpose an ultra-

libera TogiE which serus

their immediate interests.

thingin s
i Séquin faving It he
euro genie out of the bottle,
Juppé is certain to find i
harder to persuade sceptical
voters that his government,
re-elected,
impose even more austerity
in order to meet targets for
monetary union.
The last unemployment

show a slight dip, giving a
boost to the government,
Unemployment fell by 4,
087800 n Mareh, sun
Continued on page 2
Campaign in gear: page 10

Additional repor
B onadons i Luxembourg

Paola

Hard left threatens
Prodi’s reforms

PREMIER Romano Prodi's
tortured relationship with
neo-Marxist Communist

Chris Endean
ROME

another

to
twist this week after local
elections in more than
talian towns and cit
ile Prodi’s centre-left
Olive Tree alliance held its
own against the centre-right
reedom Pole of Silvio Ber-

in 1,000

within the coalition.
ifondazione Comunista’s

startling performance will

make it tougher for Pre

welfare state through the
lower house of parliament,
where he depends on the
votes of hard-left MPs for an

overall majority. The embat-
tled premier is under nat-
fonal and international pres-
sure to_introduce far-
reaching structural reforms
of sacial spending after the
uropean Commission
recent warning that Italy

unionist was warning Prodi

that cuts in pensions were
unacceptable to his party.

said Bertinotti ominously
after a vote which saw his
movement ncrease is share
of the 0 percent.
age Botnts throughion e

untry.

I Mian and Turi
‘mayoral contests will go to a
second round of voting

Portrait: page 13

RIVAL European Commiss-
foners are poised for a
showdown over the carving
up of vital structural funds

comissioner in charge of
aid funding, is rebuffing
Gals for larger handous 1o
rural regions, infuriating her
agriculturecounterpart
Franz Fischler.
e also finds Padraig
the social affairs
commissioner, against e
's very wrong for the
Commission to be playing
the urban ticket,” said one

social cohesion in Europe in
Brussels. Topping ~the
agenda was discussion on
how to reform the funds, in
time for a new seven-year
budget beginning in 1999
and in preparation for the
Union's expansion.

WU Mathies deplored the
fact that the Ecu170 billion
(5192bn) of aid invested in
the four poorest countries,
Gresce, Spain, Portugal and
Ireland, had failed to bridge

h the richer
countries

She is now pressing for
the  Ecu38bn annual
regional id budget 10 be

d in far fewer
With half the EU

a whole and not just the
countryside, said: “Tweny
ent entire

regional aid budget has been
poured into the countryside
and this money is adminis-

tered by those who are now
itical of its real impact.

nt a more integrated
approach for the cities and
the countryside. If we want

cities 0o and, of course, the
majority of people live

there,
But Fischler, who is in
e of the common agri-
cultural policy, is pressing
pending in farm-

ing communities o soften
the blow to farmers when

Fischler

dependent on agriculture
are also blighted by the
highest levels of unemploy-
ment and lowest salaries.
One senior Commission offi-

cial said: “There are eight
million farmers in the EU
but there are 100 million

peopie who 1ive in rural
areas, and they need
upport.

= IN AN EFFORT to prevent
a repetition of food scares
cow crisis,
Emma Bonino, the commis.
sioner for consumer health
and food safety, received
backing from the Commi-
ssion to create 97 new
osts, making a total of 263
extra staff to monitor food
safet
Bonino outlined a new
“plough-to-plate” approach
10 the food chain, ensuring
that inspectors would wor
on risk assessment proce-
ures
In her fledgling role as
head of food safety, Bonino

will be in charge of groups
of independent scientific

Iran’s parting shot on

IRAN seems determined to
fire the last volley in the
diplomatic war between the
European Union and the
Islamic reput

he row was ignited by a
German court decision on 10

ssadors after
the verdict and Iran recipro-
cated by accusing its arch-
enemies America and Isacl,

TR

20 Toreign ministers met
in Luxembourg on 29 April
to decide how to drive home
their anger over the murder

Askold Krushelnycky
TEHRAN
Paola Buonadonna
LUXEMBOURG

of the three Iranian Kurdish
opposition leaders and their
translator in 1992
and other
political assassinations and

Tsters decid:

package of sanctions de-

signed not to destroy the

EU’s multi-billion dollar
trade wit

hey announced they
were suspending ministerial
ties with Iran and that the
1 states would con-

tinue their arms embargo,
would not grant visas to
Iranians with intelligence or
security functions
w xcluds
Iranian intelligence person-
nel from the EU.

Germany advocated and

was intended as a way of
keeping the door open to
Iran while fostering

hit squad row

improvements in Tehran's
human rights and democra-
tic record

The United States, which
has tried to isolate Iran and
accuses it of state terrorism,
was disappointed by the E
reaction. The Iranian parlia-
ment’s

ernment to end all talks with
he EU.

Iran's President Hashemi
Rafsanjani portrayed the EU
decision as a surrender to
pressure and Iran said it

envoys back to Europe.

“The reference to Denmark

owards Iran and added ths

reign i
‘Continued on page 2
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3 HEALTH: Obesity alertas doctors report that
one n thrée European adults are ovenweight

a CONFLICT: As a new wave of terror adds
o the anguish in Algeria, we interview
an exiled leader of the outlawed FIS

EU takes lead on Internet porn

E European Union is set

10 legislate against pornog- network with an estimat
raphy. paedophilia and million users, while preser
al on the
the public from obscenity and
respecting an individual’s right  Similar

to free speech an

banker who thinks up deals on wheels.
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ime minister of Sax-
ony, Kurt Biedenkopf, a
longstanding critc of Kofl
Koh's senior deput
leader Wollgang Schauble
defended the government's
record, saying it had pushed
through many reforms in the
ast 16 mon e also
stated that the widespread

between the government

shaken up. This concerns  public impression of politi-
everyone. Everyone ha: cal logjam was wron

make sacrifices. Everyone  Kohl, speaking to COU
has to take part,” Herzog ~leaders on 29 April, offered
said in a keynote address in talks with opposition
Berlin. Herzog blamed polit-  Social Democrats and their
ical leaders for creating a  leader Oskar Lafontaine on

climate in which “lack of  the vexed tax reform issue.
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Corporation and reporter
John Sweeney have apolo-
ised to David and Fred-
erick Barclay, owners of The
over a radio pro-

Report radio programme
broadcast by BBC Radio
Guernsey, they have been
totaly vindicata

C has agreed to
e ot byt
0 the charity nominated by
David and Frederick Bar-
clay, the Malcolm Sargent

e High Court in London
was told that Sweeney and
the BBC accepted it was not
oppressive for newspaper
proprietors to_complain

anted invasions of
their privacy, and that The terview, Sweeey
allged that David and Frec-
erick mbroi-
leg in the Crown Agents-

been he subjectof any com _aftar. The 8BC and John

plaint to the Press Com-  Sweeney now accept that no

plaints Commission for alleganon of corruption, any

breach of any person's pri- faints about their

vacy. A Statement 1ssued on  ntegrity or abilty, or any

behalf of the Barclay broth- other complaint was ma
o

erick Barclay are delighted
that in the action for dam-
ages for libel they brought

Barclay in the report of the
official inquiry into the
Crown Agents’ matter.”

difficulties of policing a global

ted 50

as 25 countries compete,
has found an almost per-

since the winning country
normally hosts the follow-

feel this year Ireland can-

notaffrd o win agai
adio  Telefis

Elrealm (RTE) exscutive

Referring to the imminent
calling of a general elec-
tion, he add

0 talk of it being an elec-

egate. “I have been there

five times.

somewhere el
ek Shsetion: p10

Sandra Smith

pornography and try to trace
aroups of paedophiles ™

police units exist in
Belgium and the UK. The British

is not sure how effective cyber.
police can be. He said: “If illeg
acts are mentioned or shown
real proof exists, it is necessary
to intervene. But | would not be

tion, added to Prod's dis-
comiort by suggeslmg dnat
the government leave Ri
chzione on the sidelines and
seek a wlder majority.

ment ~forced
Prod to rule out behind:
closed-door agreements with

Minister Rooy Bindi

2 months of austerity mea-
sures designed to keep the

result
Shows that there is no other
maority that can take Itay

erman authorities in April
adopted this approach by charg-

viding access to pornographic
and racist material on the Inter-
net. 1t will be a test case.

5 SOCIETY: Brave poicechielflsapoer | nals who misuse the technology S, Germany and France  teams wark tlosely with the Pictures may come from Tokyo providers argue they
forgotten g easures range industry have attempted to regulate the Internet Service Providers or Sydney and there is no way to should be treated like telecor-
6 OPINION: S thi ly get bett self-regulation and ms of system but with limited success. Association, which blocks access ~stop this. The best idea is to get munications companies who are
ome things can only get better cyherpollce monitoring the Net  Authorities in France and Ger- if illegal sites are foun the professionals to agree on a not prose when criminals
in Britain ... Tony Blair speaks ... Letters. have so far concentrated at the first Euro-  code of good behaviour.” MEPs  use their lines.
it hoped that terial on companies which are Internet  pean conference on Internet vio- called on the Commission to pro-  Pradier favours making users
7-10  ELECTIONS: We look at Blair the man ... the conference on qlobal information  Servite providers. lence and pornography, Moewes P common framework for  responsible. “Families can use
jockeying for position in the Tory Party ... the. networks to be held on 6-8 July  Karlheinz Moewes is chief offi- showed delegates shocking pic- self-regulation. ftware devices to filter out
mb\emsanewgnvemme wmme how in Bonn will lead to a declaration cer of the Munich police, the first  tures. “If someone puts a picture _ Industrial Affairs Commiss- harmful material,” he said,
the Scots e it n the roac on regulatory principles. German force to tackle Internet like this of a child on the Net in ioner Martin Bangemann said he explaining that it will becom
with the. Sm:\ahsts m Fvance nva\ toLe Pen rapid growth of the Inter- crime. He s a team of five the name of free speech, where felt it was necessary to introduce  increasingly easy to find pornog-
net in recent years has high- Net police which has investigated exactly is the free speech? The ~ bindin: ures on service raphy on the Net. “Any directive
11 ANALYSIS: Ustinov on ruthless dictators lighted the ease with which 110 cases of chil hy  child has no free spee providers, with penalties. ould need to be updated every
and the end of empire vulnerable people can access worldwide in 1996. “They oper-  But French MEP Pierre Prad- agreed that service two years because things move
12 SEVEN DAYS: Floating air base gets th
go-ahead in Norway .. vandals wreck graves
in Germany ... Out of America S | N ato
B o e e ecular army :
of the welfare state .. Prodi's gamble ap p I 1es
Srort stands u p to brake to
14 FORMULA 1: Stars from the sport's glorious
past will drive classic cars at Monte Carlo - U k ra - n e
e | |SlAMIC fOrces i
the big time ... Finnish star leads way
lan Mather
16 FORMULA 1: Frentzen: look out for Ferrari y . i
Russian hockey stars turn on the style TURKEY's Islamisted coal Christopher de M
BUSINESS & ECONOMICS | couniry's staunchly secular  and Roman Rollnick Javier Solana 13 about to
‘military stepped up pressure visit Kiev to negotiate a
Welm hnndhu\d fers chase their pot of Erbakan, political conflict was dis- Ukraine as concern grows
talists a‘ﬂer the mmnaryl-\ea down three civilian govern- ands h\nhennance mu
18 REVIEW: Aweekin the lfe of the EU 26 April heaped criticism on  country’s chief of general
Commissioner says G7 should be replaced by Erbakan for failing to imple-  staff, General Ismail Hakki
the United States, Japan and EU states ment recommendations it  Karadayi, has insisted, how-
made in February to keep ever, that the military this
19 FOCUS: A court action on behalf of Weimar state and religion syeparale i fime “will remain ootside
bondholders could lead to a huge payout In Ankara, 21 people were  politics”. Diplomats see the
and bring international finance 1o its knees arrested for staging an statements as part of a strat-  Smiling through the strain: Erbakan (left) and religious affairs chairman Mehmet Nuri Yilmaz
Islamist play deemed to egy to force the resignation
20 'COMMENT: Whoever wins the election, the have insulted the security of Erbakan while avoiding A DAY after announcing ~ Associations meumg in 12 to 19 kilometres. The
state of the UK economy leaves litle room forces. action European allies Greece would maintain its ~Luxembourg o pril ew committee s some ign
for manoeuvre ... pain is tonic for drug giants e authorities closed  would find unpalatable. veto on European Union aid  the first mgh \evel talke pe. Both countries will sub- | Udovenko, 'atter flying from
more than 20 buildings used Coalition's health and to Turkey, Greek Foreign between the EU and Ankara mit a list of outstanding dif- | discussions on the Nato-
21 SCANDAL: Suicide of ltalian businessman for illegal Koranic lessons trade ministers, from Tansu  Minister Theodore Pangalos ~since 1995. ferences by June. In the same | Russia charter in Luxem-
h,,,,gs Tangentopoli back to centre and brought charges against  Ciller's centre-right True Path ~ was in Istanbul attending a Pangalos criticised Ankara month they are to begin | bourg the previous evening
the Aczmendi Islamic sect ) have resigned. 30 April meeting of the for refusing to withdraw u-recm\kswercypms
VW says full speed to the euro
for challengmg the secular-  They protested at what they Black Sea Economic Co- s ofd ‘agams haz Iv:'led its veto
ism of the regard as Islamist excesses.  Operation group, writes Greece and its claims to aqams( Turkish participa-
22 :‘;'}5“"‘“53;‘“ ":g‘;z‘;i‘;g business in the Keewng v the pressure, Ciller and Erbakan are P tasi in Athens. prus — preconditions for tion in the decision-making
Tu;ke{ s senmr'geé\ua\ clinging to power. Ciller has Greece and Turkey have —agreement sgllhy]%gﬁmmgn Erocess ﬂu 1 Ezm " s niler
said “eliminating fundamen- backed the army's demands ~agreed to set up a commit- ministers in July uropean Union, the EU's | to that envisaged to lin|
23 FOCUS:Norwegian ks packagng roup | (il 1 & matter of e or for curbs but stands by 156, Bul bath governments Ciller Turkey's for-  military wing. bt will not | Nato and Russia_But Nato is
Elopak seeks a global role ... Rolf Deyl death for Turkey’ Erbakan. She has said she blame each other for the —eign minister, calle unblock aid worth $424 mil- | eager to maintain a distinc-
brings Las Vegas to Germany remarks reinforced  will assume the premiership limited progress made at the ~ Greece to abandon its rlght Ivan because of the dispute | tion between its relationship
the army view that Turkey's  on schedule next summer. U-Turkey Council of to extend its sea limits from over jith Russia and that with all
rise subside ... results ... and the INdEUR ship for Peace programme.
500 index of the top European companies - - jato considers it vital to
Kohl turns blind |Eurosong| Prodi’s reform |t
begin o perform . . world power in order to win
mortgage schems .. analysts choose US N hits Irish -
= oo e | €Y€ 1O CritiCISM | hit by hard left
second place ... Honda's Prelude to success dlscord
P 9 et an e e Eant BERLIN IRELAND fosts e biggst | encion velfar stae rform vicory for Rifondazione
this week by ignoring crif live musu: show in 1l will exert on his fragile coali-  but also for the Olive Tree.
28 PPROPERTY: Buyers are queuing for flat cism over his government's urage, depression and a | wor n 3 May but wllh tion lis main rival within e ruling coalition will | We have to prevent competi-
conversions in booming London ... Briefing failure to implement key tax ~ crisis cuImrE prevailed. decvdedly mixed feelings, he government, Foreign take some heart from its | tion between them.”
forms and mounting scep- lerzog’s remarks, consid- s Hodge in | Minister Lamberto Dini. overall performance. The |  Despite the difficulties
29 TRAVEL: Knowing which a.monseuevme ticism over monetary union.  ered unprecedented for a Dini, whose Rinnovamen-  Olive Tree's share of the | Nato sources say ]
fastest transfers can save you tim In his most outspoken president from Kohl's Chris- Tne annual Eurovision | to Italiano (Italian Renewal) ~national vote rose to 38.4 | with Ukraine will be easier
temper ... World Bank hﬂ\dske’ymcon"ac’(s attack since assuming office, ian Democratic Parl ong Contest, which is arty makes no secret of per cent, col e ith | to cor than one with
an id Roman (CDU) were followed by | watched on television by | favouring clnser relations  33.5 per cent in the general | Russia, even though negotia-

Nato guarantees that it will
never position nuclear weap-

ons on the territory of new
be s or advance
foreign troops are holding

ealth | up afinal deal with Russia
tler:

page 6

Séguin levels attack on euro

Continued from page 1
more than 12 per cent of the.

workforce.
Juppé claimed the second
consecutive monthly fall in
R e in  when not out

service to promot

hours and slimming the civil
mploy.-

ment in the private sector.
“The Socialist and Comm-
unist parties, uneasy allies
tright enemies,

fight for jobs is an absolute
priority,” the parties said in
a seven-page declaration
“We reject the idea that peo-
ple be asked to make new
sacrifices.”

unem t has been agreed on a joint strategy.  Both Socialist Lionel
stopped mists said The parties did not attempt Jospin and Communist
the figures were politically 1o resolve their differences Robert Hue had insisted
convenient and pointed to over the single currency. they would aim solely to
different independent fig-  which the Socialists condi- ~ define goals rather than

ure. Left and right have set  tionally support an
out sharply _different ~ Communiss oppos
approaches to creating jobs _ The
in their election platfo

‘The Gaullist coalition has
stressed curbing public
spending, cutting payroll
charges on the low paid,
negotiating more flexible

reduce the worki
35 hours from 39 ant
consumer demand

the

legged to create
700,000 b 10t young peo-
ple, half of them in the pub-
lic sector, and to legislate o seat:
ing week to
d boost
“The

reach an official pact to gov-
e toge
Opinion polls suggest that

right Front National one;

Iran insists on having the last word

Continued from
Al Akar Velayat sid that
Iran “will nc

S ambacetior never

returns to Tehran, and we.

Nevertheless, the muted
recriminations confirmed
that neither side in the
wanted it to escalate and
lead to a permanent breach
o has to react.”
peaking to The Euro-  Tahey
pean, a deputy minister in
Iran's powerful Ministr
Culture and Islamic Guid-
ance, Hossein Taheri, sai

“I think this situation will be

escalate the situation, but it

1i also said that the
row would probably figure

tay presidential
elections to replace Rafsan-
jani, stepping down after

eight years. Hardliners

sanctions option to give less
ammunition to the hardliners.
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levels based on

&% Obesity alert as Europe |Throwing out

iles on the weight  dictatorship
P g of the diet

Experts warn of crisis MATTER E: R tional science. The problem
levels, reports England (16-64 yrs) Finland (20-75 yrs) Fom\er E. Gevmany is exacerbated by high rates | OBESITY across Europe Fat people are
Tessa Thomas

s may be a source of
. * 20 MEN Although smoking does not | despair for the fat-fight-  fighting back with
in DEIDESHEIM = ke you fat it crcourages | s, but diets are an g bigis-beauifl
— | 8 the body to deposit fat | equal source of
HE number of over- | & 10 around the middle a alco- | for overweight people  Message, writes
weight _people i hol does, It i this abdominal | themselves.
| Europs has réaced a Seal fat hat ncreases the rsk of | _ Bombarded by tne __ Cathy Savage
record high. In many heart disease and stroke. media message that thin
countries. one in three mo ss/s7 o1 9% 73/79 85767 5153 Sut how do you ko if | 1 besuttul, milons of - stems trom th growing
adults weighs too much. you ‘women - and men - bat-  evidence that diets sim-
Eastern Europe, Germany, Waist size, rnmer than tle their bodies in the ply don't worl es-
Britain and the Benelux 25 WOMEN height-weight ratio, is now | attempt to lose weight. earch suggests that the
nations are worst affected, | 2 5o recognised as the critical industry is vast majority of dieters
with obesity having doubled | 2. factor, said Prof James. “A | flourishing but its suc- — regain the we ey
there over the past decade. 215 persorys waist measurement | cess is rarely reflected _have lost very quickly
By contrast, the countries | § alone indicates their risk of | in the experience of the and often end up even
with the fewest obesity suf- | & m Geveloping drabetes, hian | dleters themselves, heavier than  they
ferers are Finland, Norway blood pressure and high Finally, frustrated by  started out.
and France. cholesterol. A waist of 94cm a world which tells Wohlrab said: “Thin
“Obesity is now the most and above more than dou. | them to lim, fat people  peopla say Tat people
important chronic disease in bles the risk - 100cm and | are beginning to speak  should just use their
Elrope, It has reached crisis 1950 86/%87_91 78179/ 8/57/91/93 over and it muliples by fe | out and demand o b6 willpower and diet, but
levels," Professor Hans The problem for most | accepted for what they over 70 per cent of obe-
Hauner told 200 family and ednur uf (he European are charging higher premi- But will governments patients, says Professor are rather than what sity is gene(vc and that
doctors and specialists at an  Jo Clinical ums for obese clients, as spend money on it? They are  Stefan Rossner, president of they weigh. can't be cured.”
international meeting in Nu(rv mn hey do for smokers. Yet least likely to in eastern the Swex The result is Inter- Anti-c met does not
Deidesheim, Germany. A study of civil servants in  governments in Europe are  Europe, where the problem Smuy of Obesity, is keeping national No Diet Day, mean anti-health, and
The increase would not be ~ Rotterdam showed that ignoring the issue. s worst. e weight off once they | scheduled for 6 May. the Federal Congress
a problem if obesity were obese people were twice as “We need to convince Have ot when groups across the for Fat People, like
merely a cosmeic issue, he likely 10 take long-term sick governments that they could HERE are almost twice  Genetics is now thought | world will call for diets other international fat
said. “But it leads to a whole | Musculo-skeletal cut their health costs’ greal\y as many obese adults to be 40 per cent responsi- to be dropped. groups, ocatt a
range of other disorders, problems were common. in the Czech Republic  ble for weight gain. People In Germany the Fed- healthy lifestyle for the
including diabetes, high Backache, the most com- are now turning to surgery. eral Congress for Fat  overwei
blood pressure, heart dis- mon reason for taking time France and Spain. “But complications are com- | People is campaigning  Exercise and good

“It is unusual to be of mon after surgery for weight | fiercely for an end to nutrition are encour-
normal weight in eastern loss,” said Professor Alberto | prejudice. At its meet- aged but the emphasis is

parie s ek ok of  Werght, Guerwelght peopie Eirope, especially among de Leivaof e Unhersityof | 1hg In-Hambarg. in o being. i marmony
cduebion an6 money were  Bre Ao more TGl b ke Oreanichtion in Genova 10 wombn." ad Protesies  Barcdons M the Group calleq  with your body rather
Causes contrIbuting. 1o ok leave for PoycROlogical  DIepale & document 1o be. PRI James, co.chairmah - e welcomed the arrval | Tor 430-Kioararh anan:  than > figheing It 56
Obese 20% obesity, which was a partic-  problems. signed by all European gov-  of the conference and direc- of a new anti-obesity pill cellor Helmut Kohl to  achieve an impossible
ular problem in lower socio- An increasing number of ernments committing them- tor of the UK Rowett which has had dramatic trial support them and thinness.
NMARK economic classes. This at European insurance firms selves to take action, Research Institute, Europe’s results. Sibutramine, devel- | “strike a blow against According to Wohlrab,
" ot parialy Sxpeined vy Gped by German pharma. | the Ictatorship of e tre rear nebecelty 1 re:
Overuight 17| Pl et — CEGticals company Knoll, | Gist": The aroup aiso stucating. peaple &
Pt oo Euroe - e Infiences the eme sysoms | called for blgger seats ssteps & SHfbrant image
i o e coun Fat proves enemy | i tatcintior | Gt s and wans o tesuty <ne 530
CEmEny tries simple saue(y (hsw( lu\l(nne feels) Hamburg Emuu;eaﬂleé “When all you see is
P o5 well as sedsmary life: H and metabolism (the rate at | Gudrun Wohlrab told images of women such
ey R in the workplace | Saiemibin s | fieehrpean -Sur 3 ottty 3o
Overweight3os| Problem. Treating these “It's a big breakthrough,” | message to governments  believe that thin is beau-
conditions is putting a huge FAT (pictured, magnified, left) is the enemy said Professor Amne Astrup, | is to let people be how tiful, but those women
strain on health services in it comesmunder—penclmmg atwork, professor of human nutrit they are. are the exception.
osesassn | Evrope i he Nenerands Say cuperts, Apart o Iinesses, cveneight | lon at_the Agricultural | - -Peopie should accept ° “Pecpte should open
Glone. e cost of medical PEoDIC are oo ore el 1 ke ek eave | University of Dapmark and | their own bodies and  therr oyes 1
FRAN care for overweight patients for depre: anxiety-related disorders. retary of the Inter- not feel ashamed. The minds because big c:
is put at more than $500 “Losing five to ten per cent of body weight national Association for the government should be equally beautiful,
‘million a year, said Dr ccan increase mobility and decrease blood Study of Obesity. “But drugs make sure that people and I eople were
Seidell, an epidemiologist at pressure enough to improve the quality of life,” | cannot be the answer to an | are treated equally.” exposed to that image
the National Institute of said Professor Stefan Rossner, president of epidemic. Prevention is the The main argument of of beauty they would
Public Health and the § the Swedish Society for the Study of Obesity. only answer. We need to | the anti-diet groups soon get used to it.”
N Sithoven Rt 2 more actve Hestfe.
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ALGERIA SPECIAL

The former French colony annulled its last elections. Now it is holding fresh ones, but at great human cost

We’'re not
callous
killers,

says exile

Aleader of the party
which won - but was
denied - power in the

aborted elections talks to

Julie Read in BRUSSELS

Liberation Front (FLN) gov-

ia's outlawed Islamic

Salvation Front (FIS),
is doubtless used to exploit-
ing his training as a psychol-  to dilute FIS's power base:
ogist o counter the cam-  That strategy having failed,
paign of “disinformation” by there remained only one way
whick e FIS out. The  Islam
elections were annulled

BDELKRIM Ouldadda,
Aspnkssman for Alger-
before the 1992 legisiative

elections in a vain attempt

g

ic extremists

tion with the GIA, the armed
who have  whict
terrorised the country with

Islamic Salvation Army)
carries out arme
resistance against the secu-

over the past six years. still resents the  countless massacres. More  rity forces only. If people
This intense, bearded doc-  way the world turned a blind  than undred  are  don't befieve us, 1 can only

for has lived in his adopted e 1o the Algrian govern - belioved asa  ask the question: Why woul
elgium as a political ref- ment's refusal to cede the  result of attacks in the last e want to kill the very

ugee since 1693, but fs  power which it had ot montn: Ouldsada blamce & people who voted for us

aware that Europeans still  the ballot government conspiracy. before?”

feel wary about m: et th iternational P daly Socdba car- - Oujaadda suftered from

him. Al the more reason for  community ignored then and  ried out in my homeland bad publicity two weeks ago

continues 1o forget is that

would have won the elec-  with the securi
not become

have nothing to do with the
FIS, and everything to do
ity for

which have infiltrated the

xpelled from
Spain after participating,

ces along with Algerian oppos:

Victim of hate: a woman comforts a child injured when fundamentalists massacred 93 villagers south of Algiers on 22 April

wiith the Islamists on an end  Mouvel

o violence turn to
democracy. It was ignored  Lovisa
overnment Travail

President Liamine Zéroual. toral
According e doctor ~ respect

his_expulsion was just
another attempt by the
Algerian government {o dis-
credit the FIS. If it was, it
worked. The Spanish author-
ities told Ouldadda they
were sorry but they had

cratie en Algérie (MDA) and

the elections would be fixed,
but her part

ment pour la Démo-
Hannoune’s Parti des ~ tampered
r elec-
while the fou
per cent

Islamist *part;

ty would stand as.

esident Liamine

indicate that although the
in the election,

pa
majority of the votes. The  The _latest
RN

unusul practce in Algeriz)
Pal Groups could G61'55.60

‘They include the moderate
renamed Al Silm in response
to new restrictive electoral
regulations. It is pred

vote. Then there are the two

Massacres
mar run-up
to election

THE massacres hih began

Roger Faligot looks at
the parties contesting
the June poll against a
backdrop of instability

haml| s of
Algiers, 93 peaple, including  form a coalition government
women and children, were — that suits his politics.
murdered; the highest toll in _ The other major conclu-
single incident in five ~sion to be drawn from th
vears of c recast s that people, while
e Blioral party set corimy o arwh i o

a huge infl n the gov-
nment. The hardline pol-
icy of the “eradicators”, as

they are known, is also con-
sidered to play a leading
e in the current cycle of
violence.
example
occurred around the town of
Jijel where the army has
een launching a major
security operation. Using
the techniques of “strategic
princi- hamlets”  perfecte
United ‘states troops in
Vietnam, they deported vil-
Iagers in' order to be able to
mb the terrorist fighters
inair aids.

e security services and
icted  state-controlled media were
tof the hoping that the new out-

rages would persuade voters

amas,

this is merely propagandis-
ing before June general elec-
tions, from which the FIS is

X stormed in and rescued the

advised its supporters to  president
boycott, He slso reects the

idea he line _ ha:

hanged. Too many false

te with
a democratically elected

ing them

media

tem,” he said. “But obviously
the State would be within
Islamic frameworl
igeria's descen nto civi
ke

began in the wa ers. Bu
local elections in June 1990

when FIS was the dominant  solved by a suit and a e
foree n 32 ot of 48 provin It s Ou

ces. According to Ouldadda,
one-party National

a, there ws

‘After the “non-elections”
and subsequent imprison-
ment of the FIS leadership,
letters were dispatched 10
many countries, explaining
what had happened and ask.

to take a stand
They were
FIS had little or no access to

Ouldadda dresses like a

hat the FIS has no connec:

with them. W

Why did no one

ignored, and the

and wie have nathing to do

/e condemn all
barbarous acts against civil-
ians as does the AIS (the

Sant'Egidio

convent in 1 alta,
which produced a declara-
tion calling for negotiations

Abdelkrim

told Spain in n
terms to kick m

ment
t0 a peace conference.

o was Spain beginning to
adopt a harsher sta
towards the Islamic groups,
similar to the French pos
re the Spanish
simply looking after their

tion, or we:

economic interests?

nothi mer of humour sparked i
with the FIS" the doctor's eyes as he mut-
tered that on

il riches.

But what also emerged
the peace conference
was the split between the
FIS and the Rome parties
such as Ahmed Ben Bella's

from

that the Algerian ministers

rtain

me out. Imag-  Haddam
ine how worried the govern-

ot to be invited  ident Rabah Kebi

ce again he had  which
found himself a victim of the
clout conferred by Algeria’s

ingly critical of the FIS pres-
ir, who lives
in Germany, and who Had-

nce

i- gation as sour grapes
rejects any participation in
dialogue (at least by those in
exile) with the preside
As the elections approach,
the only tangible thing from
comfort
is that the opposition parties
are stealing a marci
Zéroual in the opinion polls.
“FIS will work with the
osition parties for a
political solution, but we will
never wave the white flag,"
he declare

Islamist terrorists ‘hiding out in Spain’

Giles Tremlett in MADRID
reports on an attempt to
smash clandestine cells

ARMED Algerian Islamists are

of the Armed Islamic Groups (GIA)
are settin e eastern
regions of Valencia and Alicante.

armed Basque separatist group
ETA, which carries out attacks in
Spain bt has I ogistical and sup-
port bases in France.
e GIA members operate the
the oppo-
S recion. bolie spoksanan
Valencia said. “They are using
ain as a sanctuary from which to
carty out attacks in France and
other
he ‘sleven GIA members
arrested in Valencia earlier this
month belonged to a support unit
that was mainly devoted to prepar-
ing false paperwork and moving
mbers across the border
foto France.
The grou

also reportedly acted

Algerian Islamic fundamentalist
groups in the region.

“It s a first step against the
Islamist groups that organise their

activities in Spain,”

promise
Minister Javier Mayor Oreja to his

said Spain's
ate for Security,

ackdown _follows
by Spanish_Interior

‘Operation Afica: material seized by Valencia police from GIA houses

French counterpart, Jean-Louis
Debré, to break the GIA cells in

Spain.

In feturn for help against the
GIA, Debre has promised to con-
tinue putting pressure on the

shop. But Spain's Director-General

of Police, Juan Cotino, said the cell
had funded itself by trafficking in

drugs.
“Drug-dealing is an easy way to

earn money and anybody whose
lack of scruples allows them to
carry out terrorist attacks is not
going to have any problems about
selling drugs,” Cotino said.

Police who raided four apart
ments in Valencia also found arms
and GIA trature

In eastern Spain police say it is
difficult to keep track of suspected

GIA members in a region where
there are many immigrants from
the Maghreb countries of north
Africa working on local fruit farms.
Many of these are illegal immi-
grants and are forced to live clan-
destinel

ferry connection
between Aicante ond the Aigerian
city of Oran means that this region
is also the principal point of con
tact between the two countries and
a gateway for GIA members and
resources into Europe, according
to French police;

Valencia's Civil Governor Luis
Garrido said: “We have been asked
10 step up police control of both
the port and the Alicante-Oran lin
This forms part of the anti-terrorist

between Spain and

a
France.

tion parties ki from the Algerian gover esture of solidarity with
Rome plaiorm, in a peace  ment to deport i its supporters. he Rome reconciliation

conference. ur meeting coincided atever happens in  Schem for areturn to pece
The Rome designation with the European Union- June, w there are and democracy,

results from a meeting at the probléms \within the FIS fol-  involves the rehbiltation of

the Islamic Salvation Front
(FIS), the principal Islamist
party which has been illegal
since the _annulmen
Algeria’s first democratic
election in 1992
ne is the Front des
Forges Socialistes (FFS) led
by AL Afmed, based mostly
¥ the Southern kanyira
Tegion. The other 15 the
Front de Libération Nat-
ionale (FLN), once the sole
but now

e FLN

cent o the vote, and the
FFS 1521

Tt vemaining ten per
cent is likel

is supposed to provide
Algeria with its first pluralist
parliament with 380 dep-
uties. But its hands have
been tied in advance by the
new constitution introduced
by Zéroual’s military-backed
government, which among
other stipulations bans any
party with a religious ele-
ment in its name or mani-
festo taking
Several parties are boy.
cotting the election on the
grounds that it is not prop-
democratic. They
inciude the Mouvement pour
émocratie en Algérie
(MDA) led by former presi-
dent Ahmed Ben Bella, and
the FIS itself is urging its
supporters not to vote.
Another small Islamic party,

porters vote for its candi-
dates as well as for Al Silm
o even FLN.

‘The parties supporting the
campaign to stamp out the
Islamic groups are split and,
except for the presidential
party, will cut little ice
Consequently, Zéroual will
ind it extremely difficult to

the strength of the

have once again
been perpetrated by various
arms of the multifarious
extremist Armed Islamic

ing and robbery
than political action.

attacks, ordinary
people have been murdered
in crossfire as battles raged
between the state-subsidised
defence militas, often led
former communists, and the

A

Massacres by the GIA are
reported on television,

Army (the armed wing asso-
ciated with the FIS) never
get amention in the media
Another sinister incident
s revealed this week by
Amnesty International and
rench papers. The alleged
Killer of the trade union
leader Abdelhak Benharm-
found murdered
while in jail. His body
delivered to his father rid-
dled with
Responsibility for the

many sources in
Algiers attributed the mur-
etween gener-
als in an attempt to under-
mine Zéroual’s position
jow the man charged with
the deed has been killed
while in the custody of the
security services.

Another strange twist
cccurted when the new GIA
paper in London, Al-
Djamaa‘ claimed responsi-

biliy for a series of terrorist
actions such as bombings in
France and the murder of
former prime minister Kasdi
Merbah and the writer Tahar

jaou

Specialists are suspicious
about those claims. They

oint out that the acts
claimed by Al-Djamaa were
preciely those which, ot

allege, were instigated
by the Algerian nteligence
service.

SINCE the demise of communism,
central and eastern European coun’
tries have had to face new challenges

ublic administration and
international relations. Their lack of

een them and the West

rope)

i largest interna-
tional student associations of its kind,
with more than members from
200 university cities all over Europe.

Europe” project to improve East-West
relations. “It hopes to
people cross-cultural communication

skills and also increase awareness of
other cultures and their vl
Kristina Lindgarde of Aegee-Europe.
nches in central and east-
ern Europe have already started
organising training events, confer-
nces and study Visits to promote
mutual understanding
ean school will take place in
September in Skopje, Macedonia (for-
mer Yugoslav republic) for students
from central and eastern Europe.
Those taking part in
training scheme will

playing and case studies. They will co-
jnole event, from meet-
ings to contacting speakers and press
releases and wil 00k at balancing a
budget and working to a deadline
Conterences will be hld throughout

3

Student project narrows the gap between East and West

A ‘Neighbourhood Europe’ scheme
launched by Aegee, the European
students’ association, aims to improve
relations and communications between
former communist countries and the West

central and eastern Europe. Speakers
will include experts and politicians
who will focus on aspects of cross-

host students who live in the countries
elves.

One research visit will look at

The 14-day study trips are another

way for students to get to know differ-
ent cultures and will be organised by

‘Aegee confer-
ence in Warsaw in January next year.

ntact Kristina Lindgarde,

Aegee-Europe, PO Box 72, b-1040

Bruselles Etterbeek 1. Tal: +3

fax: +322 736 7354;

Comait Keisting. lindgarde@lond
mail telia.comp

= REPRESENTATIVES from each of
the Council of Europe’s 46 member
states took part in a conference o the
future of Europe at Krakow, Poland
on 1820 April. “What was most strik.
ing was the marked disparity between
the faith in the benefits of European

tive, given the present free market

pensablesocial saety et provided by
the

" Charter was produced estabishing
“Network 46", an informal communi
cations network contred at the Institut
Francais in Krakow, and anyone inter-
et 1 urged o contrioute ia leter

Institut  Frangais,

jand. Tel: +48 12 32 09
B2: fax: 148 13 22 71 76, e-mail
0 bi. krakow.pl

an owing
Eurosceptic and nationalistic rhetoric
seen and heard daily in the nd
the political arena,” said Dominic

Hughes, the UK representative.
“Many of us are conscious of the
need to remain economically competi-

kow.pl

1 you would like to contribute to
Global Village, contact Zena

Fons a2 @ T1S Thso,




N EWS THE EUROPEAN - 1 - 7 MAY 1997 5

Police chief battles
to contain anarchy

HEN the time There is a power vacuum at Albania’s escaped from the local jail
comes for awards burn el crimina records
for service 10 Alb.  heart, writes Chris Endean in SKHODER then
Ma tobe gen out, | D D R S ihng et

Bajram Jbraj will be high on fill the vacuum of law and uation will change in the — wrecking recent restora-
the list of candidates. The order that has made its north,” says Ngjela confi- tion work worth $100,00(
s clerkc has - cities hostage to vigilantes,  dently, sested in front of & *The power of the e

agreed to become Skhoder’s  bandits and criminals for  large Albanian national flag ~nal is st
fourth police commisioner . nearly two monts in his Tirana office. millary prosecutor Nikiekg),
in less than a month. That By getting police back on  When Skhoder’s military ~who saw his own office ran-
takes courage. the streets of Skhoder, the prosecutor Gjin Niklekaj —sacked. Looters reduced the

he original commis- north's largest city with a  hears the minister's words,  building to a skeleton, steal-
sioner fled town in March s population of 100,000, he can barely contain his  ing light fittings, sinks and
bandits torched the police Justice Minister Spartak anger. “It will be 200 days ~skirting

station, His successor  Ngjla is confident that the  before our offceseven open _ Suddenly, an aro of tracer

resigned after threats from  state - to use Swiss sociolo- ~ again.” he scoffs fire slices the dusk, fired by

local warlords. The third fol- gist Max Weber's definition ~_Policemen may be back one of the thousands of

lowed suit when a grenade  ~ will regain its monopoly ~ on the streets, but the anar-  weapons stolen from Sko-

exploded beneath his win- over legitimate violence. chy has left o law to pro- der's military depot, the

dow, killing a guart Before Skhoder, the spe- ~ tect. Not one of the insitu- ~ largest in northern Albaia. ‘Gunpoint authority: Albanian special forces trying to restore law and order on patrol in an armoured personnel carrier
that police commis-  cal troops had “retaken"  tions associated with state _In the absence of law tis

sioner number four looks ~Berat, Burrel, Kukes and jurisdiction is fully opera- city has started to police of magistrates have striven foreign relations at the pros- has survived intact. Special an army officer ten years

like a hero: his oy sign of - Krule! “Within tw weeks _tiona: police stations, jals R i special foops  betmnd tne scence o retorm cutor- general’s office in forces offered 0 protect it ~ago says he repents. He's

rank is a crumpled police maybe 50 per cent of the si w ourts. Prisoners who  arrived, Inhabitants had - the legal system. Albanian  Tirana says "We hiave been but the ouners prefrred to. orry, bt the man s botr:
cap. “Were sl vaiting for erected makeshift barri- justice has come a long way  very careful to write good  use local vigilant ering him and he had to do
new uniforms,” he says. cades of burnt-out cars, since the repressive days Yet, says mlmaly prosecu-  something about it. Under

prams and broken masonry  under late communist dicta- tor Niklekai: “You cannot — the terms of the amnesty, |

they dress like us. In t0keep bandits out tor Enver Hoxha say that all our hard work have to release t
skhoder you can't tell the ee your home town, After a 45-year interlude, any European equivalent. has been destroyed. Com- Little wonder that
difference between a police- everyehing you  KNew, there fs  minity of justce,  Buf we. neglected to teach  pared wi 1, we have  Niklekaj, like most Skhoder

destroyed before your own @ private lawyers' organisa-  our people about the spirit good European laws. It's  residents, believes that real
eyes, 0 go to sleep (0 the o, the rght of ppeal and  of law. Now it's as if the just a question of imple-
e, | cannot a new criminal code, copied  peaple are in a psychologi-  menting the

carriers parked menacingly come to terms wih it says  almst word for vord ffom - cal criis, Trey have no con- ~ _In theory, " Nitekaj shouid
outside the police station — 26-year-old law graduate  its Italian equivalent. But ~fidence in the state or its be court-martialling Skho-
testimony to the 150 heav- Ditila Holj. Pointing at the  when the mes  laws.” der’s troops who deserted

ruins of the law court, she  collapsed, Albanians turned ~Nothing embodies this  their posts in March, but the
jds: “That's what remains this new lack of confidence better ~barracks are empty of sol-
of my future in Albania. | world. Instead of filing com- than an Italian-owned fac-  diers. So he is dealing with
wanted nothing more than  plaints to magistrate, they {ory in Skhoder that makes  former prisoners hoping o
to work as a lawyer.” ook the direct rout: rob- _tables and chais for Aban- - qualty fo
Since the fallof commu - bing thelocal bank fan churches, The factory 15 -Read U one. says
oM 1951, Gl Group  Edison Heba, director of the only ane in the area thal  ade: A man who. murdered  much as & murmur.

o help Jbraj's fraying

rves.
The new police commis-
sioner is a symbol of the
‘Albanian national unity gov.
emment's determination to

Courage: Bajram Jbraj, Skhoder's new police commissioner

Renewed fever over
forgotten goldrush

DEVOTION to home runs  Cathy Savagen It is hard to imagine gold
Geep In Lapland. To Lapps )

e egion pepresents nay  IVALO 0N how a MOVie s s o forgotten part of nie.
o e which they are loath  has excited Lapland  tory whieh, e e region

The best is always
worth voting for.

Finland as a whole has an  sun doesn't rise at all, but it some way to change that.
unemployment rate of about is perfect. By the time the  The producers have decided
15 per cent, but Lapland's is  summer is over we are ready to shoot everything locally

i and Ivalo is brimming with
figure Local peopl believe  Unemployed logger Urpo pride

it nearer 40 per cent. Karpinnen  echoed her © Not only will the film
ork s avinabie Tther ~ AtaChment (3 ihe afea 1 show e world the Geauty ime bri ide choi

south, but Lapps simply will don’t enjoy being unem- of Lapland, but producers Together BBC World and BEC Prime bring the wide choice of English

not feave their land, a  ployed. but here | have are employing local unem- ) ’ )

oarscly popuiated forest forests and lakes. 1 could proye 1% bui speaking programmes that millions of viewers in Europe are asking for.
iiderness wh et move away, but if | eft and  Scenery and sew costumes.

means hazy daytime under Sl had ho work 1 would  In & modest warehouse

e g S and itr  hae e {hat one hing | tuke barn e e ana

i< constant twilignt bright- ~ can stil treasure. snow on the road out of

ened by the Northern Lights, A Lapps are ot prepared  town, carpenters use trad BBC World, the BEC's flagship 24 hour infemational news and

oy TomaTata s 10'Seok Wk Soowhroetng  ttomal Sk 10 heat and
tourism, reindeer herding - local communiy cenure does - curve pine, making old-ash-
and forestry. However, even  what it can to address the  ioned sledges and canoes.
{ree olling is providing léss  neets of the unemploye Sawdust chokes the air and
work; machines have been  loom for weaving rag rugs is  the floor is stacked with fin-
provided, and there is a ished X
small shop stacked with —sleds, chairs and cradies
crafts and second-hand  One carpenter demon-

information channel, meets the demand for impartial and accurate news
reporting and has increased its regular news bulltins to every half hour.
There is also a series of brand new features such as HARDIalk, a powerful

iy U . .
With a population ofjust_ techniaue, glad to use his new daily interview programme presented by Tim Sebastian and designed
7,000, tranquil Ivalo s the  skills
biggeSt town in the Inari  means a lot o us,
products from old Scand-  region. Yet more than acen- At
inavian forests, claiming tury ago, for two short where the jobles:
that these forests need pro-  years, it was all quite differ- use computers and are
tection. The majority of ent as thousands of Finns ~ retrained for indu:
Lapp forest is virgin. oured into the tiny town,  team

The Lapps of northern  lured by the dream of gold.  and pin old
Finland pour scorn on the  The first gold nugget was ~ coats ai

o ‘seek out the person behind the personality’ plus, at the weekend,
Weekend World which includes major documentaries, current affais,
ro magazine programmes and Reporters, bringing you the best of the week's

The Sgpkal most interesting reports from around the world.

where in the European  in 1868. Hundreds of hope-  and there is  shortage of
Union. Helsinki seems a ful prospectors trekked volunteers to help, but their
world away and Europe is  north to try their Iuck at —excitement is unquenchable.
almost beyond comprehen-  gold panning. Some struck _Head of the Ivalo unem-

uct urned home  ployment centre, Sirpa Liisa
south for education and  empty-handed and the tales Kyro, said the film “has
jobs, but_most return of tragedy and adventure given'the communit
quickly, weary of the noise  they left behind provide a  thing to work for, something
and rush and eager for the ich Nerltage which is now (0 look fonverd 0

“This powerful combination of joumalism and indepth analysis is

complemented by BBC Prime, Europe’s premier entertainment channel.

peaceof tho Arci. eing exploited and could  “This will be a fantastc
Terni Kurttla is doing  prove the boom the local film because it i a fantastic N .

research at Manchester uni- economy needs so much. story: the forgotten Finnish BBC Prime screens the popular BBC series currently being viewed and

versity in Britain. Every holl- A feature film on the gold  Klondike. It is great to think

day she heads home to  rush is being made. that this film could be seen appreciated by UK audiences, bringing viewers a rich variety of dramas,

Ivalo. “If | stay away too _The film is the project of  all over the world." she said

long, 1 get tired, run down. ~Finnish director Ake Lind nce the film has been .

In Capland ife s siow. we  man, Now In his seventies, - made; locel people believe BBC films, comedy , natural history series and children’s programmes as

sleep In e do'trsh ary. - Lindman frst decide the world will see what

well as The Learing Zone, a unique package of education, training and

%00, wondertu pice Lapiand is
inywhere s Backeq hyFlnmsh Sate de.  Then, Lapps argue, people
People sk me how we e vision he s due 1o Stat fim-  wil Understand why they
during kaamos, when the  ing on 4 July. cannot bear to leave.

information.
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Some things can
only get better

THE United Kingdom has a chance to begin a new
relationship with Europe under Tony Blair. The New
Labour party presents a desire for constructive dialogue
with their European partners and an end to the destruc-
tive demonisation that has so often put Britain at the
throat of Europe, instead of at its heart.

The last desperate warnings of John Major that “Blair
would go cap in hand to Britain's partners” were
designed to instil widespread fear in the electorate.
Instead, they should evoke widespread an

‘Anger at the man whoss hopslassly divided government
triggered the BSE crises, destroying businesses in
Germany, Italy and elsewhere and had the “madness” to
blame Europe for it all.

Anger at the man whose sulking and stamping has
consistently confounded the UK’s partners and isolated

itain.

Anger at the man whose lack of strength in leadership
has devalued the British voice at the negotiating tables
by crying wolf too often.

Five years ago, this newspaper had a message for
Britain’s electorate as it went to the polls. We said:

£ The honeymoon is over for John Major. Whatever

the outcome on polling day - win, lose or a hung
parliament - he will never again get the same support
from the press, the media or more importantly, the
public. (Perhaps we should also have mentioned

John Major’s own party.)

Major will be remembered by some for his apparent
decency and endeavour. But many will remember him
as the man who replaced Thatcher following
a disreputable conspiracy in the party or as the
chancellor who took Britain into the exchange rate
mechanism at the wrong rate and at the wrong
time. He will be remembered too as the ‘quiet man’
who gave the socialists their golden opportunity ,
to return to Downing Street.

The choice then was the Tories or Old Labour. Today,
Blair has presented a unified image for New Labour. The
party has grasped the modern world, privatisation, the
maintenance of union legislation to prevent a return to
the bad old days, working with business not against it, a
sensible approach to taxation and labour flexibility.

Rightly, the Tories pointed to their economic perfor-
mance, low inflation, falling unemployment, high inward
investment and low interest rates. Their campaign slogan
urged: “Don’t let Labour blow it.” The fact is that a polit-
ically divided Conservative Party, racked by internal
wrangling for the future leadership, under fire over
sleaze and incoherent on Europe blew it for themselves.

Some things can only get better.

New Labour sets the agenda
or an outward-looking Britain

TONY BLAIR
says that his new
Labour government
will not pursue a
policy of isolation

I WANT Britain to be one of the

Britain back its confidence and its
influence.

ur position on Europe is not seri-
ged from any quarter of

as John Major has led
His party pitifully on Europe.

his shambles does not just harm
the Conservative Party. It damages
Britain. It

here are three chol

staying in but Impotent, or staying in
an

The frstis where @ large partof the
Conservative Party wants to b

inward invest
ence in international trade negotiations.

1 would not be willing to sacrifice
Britain's economic future and status in
the world by leaving the EU and opting
for permanent isolationism.

The second is where we are today
under the Tories - powerless, and
committed o following the decisions

of others. We must stand up for
Britain’s interests

stand alone in
ests if necessary. But we achieve noth-
ing from perpetual isolation.

In and leading is where we want to
be and then we can have a real say in
where Europe s going

There is a good deal of unease at the

ace and direction of ntegration in
many continental counts

national identities are not submerged
where countries co-operate, not a

Cance

Second, enlargement of the EU to
the east. It is vital that Cyprus and the
countries of central and east Europe
are fully integrated into the European

family of nations.
On qualified majority voting we will
where it

a more equitable
tries such as Britai

Third is reform of the Common
Agricultural Policy. A new

say 1o larger coun-
in.

superstate run from the ‘I[N EUrOpe  Labour government can
centre. If there was a d leadi use the opportunities pro-
i fo s superstte e vided by enlargement
o sop v acks, AN 1€ATING 3 e S gan:
rope wants a British isation negotiations in
government that tak is where we i S en

position and sticks to it
not one riven by factions.
n only win the
argument and achieve
reforms if we are con

want to be. e
Then we have '

h is to tackle
loyment and pro-
mote flexible labour mar-

ets in Europe. The idea

; et
Struetive participants, not @ SaY 1N WNETE that the social chapter

t the declaration
m to cover our five
key priorities for promoting European
jobs and prosperity.

First, completion of the single mar-
ket and the removal of the remaining

arriers to trade are essential, particu-
larly in areas where Britain is stron
like aviation, telecommunications,
energy and financial services.

it's going’ o

jobs is propaganda. Most
ther Eurapean countries
re trying to reform their
Iabour markets and 1 achiove Qrenter
flexibility. We should be helping them,

nomic and monetary union. It is not

yet certain that it will go ahead on 1
January 1999 and | can see formidable
obstacles to Britain joining in the first
e if it does.
But a single currency will affect

ver would destroy
ave over the

on the

he people of Britain must have their
say in a referendum.

Europe can only go forward if it

joes at a pace and in the direction that
its peoples want.

If a Labour government were to
decide to enter a single currency - and

1 urseles o enteing, Ths

real Tsoue 15 one of leadership, and of
clarit

John Major can no longer bridge the

opelessly
split. The prime minister and chancel-
lor would be unable to negotiate in
Britain’s interest. Our position would
o by default

New Labour is outwarc-looking. We
will not turn our backs on the world
We want to build one nation in which
everyone has the chance to get on and

terms.

Britain can be better and stronger. |
am determined that New Labour will
make that happen.
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corridors, of EU power wart

anyway. It did not work for
Vugoslava, fter

Sl of the history

b0 Tovesls it here ort

The nature of our
changing society

WHAT is sometimes praed

as the “Union's diversity”, in no instances of the success-
reality reflects a very hetero- ful unification of countries | standing
geneous society. er,  withGiferent languages nto

orts that Austrian physi-  large nation-states. The Holy

cians are being encouraged Roman, Austro-Hungarian

to move to Norway, where  and Ottoman empires — and

the Soviet Union — have all

disintegrated.
T

mployment,

tors, is an excellent example
of inter-European political
interacion.

ina we are celebrat-
ing the 350t anmversry of
our cathedral. People can

s a far better | tion buildi
chance of success and long he Poli
term survival if it stays a

confederation of indepen-
dent states, with its cur-

visitors. Waiking through

the city, we Viennese can rulers of the El ve | the foreign trade
sometimes feel like foreign  a United States of Europe. It
tourists in ou would give them so

ous reduction

unduly

excessive. Polish stabilisation and
transition involved costs, often
belitted, which wouid have
subsequently

strict fiscal austerity, a lower
and fairer tax burden and reform

A

an
ce, 2loty  acopted by post-1993 governments
B

e “Strategy for Poland

Poland’s transformation is a model for others

POLAND has recorded an out-
nomic performance

since 1994 in terms of growth in
aross domestic product simulane-  been and were
- reduced by the alternative policies inflationary ence provides an alternative para-

ok mmunist The Un

countries whose transformation is

digm to those post-cor

these policies has allowed and pro-

moted Polish success, which is | in times

misguided view of the situa-

recession. Accounts gener-
ally show only what compa-
hies want to reveal

ited States has a
similar car-per-employee-

private sector gre

h success needed a
market environment, but is not and

rate, credit and interest rate pol-
icies — were largely unnecessary or

owth and institu-
package

often claimed,

This programme consists of a
of medium- to long

economic policies. characterised
mitment to

emphas
through a participator

parity between private and public
enterprises, and promotiol
investment and growth and greater
security in economic transactions.

-term

Industrial

n of ment pr

Blgetary reveni and estabiihing
corporate governance, accompa-
nied by commercial management
tablish a of the residual state sector.

and agricultural pollcy  Economics Research

guide restructuring, avoiding the land
softening of budgets
Greater openness to tra
tion and o foreign direct nvest-
epare an early Polish

accession to the European Union
Consistent implementation of

still incomplete.

rofessor Graegors W Kolodko put, yet
Ntions Universiy World
nstitute for Developr

is able

Even price

constraints.
integra-

Business School, England
(Adviser to the Polish minister
of finance) facturers.

ever, if they do, I give it 50
years at most before it goes

Dallas Cart
Motherwell, Scotland

“The children of the baby-
boomers will overthrow the

the same way as allthe rest. Trade is twowa

Ukraine never
ik had a chance
leader of the Dutch

Ubcal Party decared on &
April that Turkey, Russia

the European Union. The | ure peac peace and Ukraine should not be
s only the collecting - Go's gt without freedom is worth-  allowed to join the Union
vessel of all the fundamental less. We need to join Nor-  because these countries do

to Bosnia

IT 1S God who has given the
state of Bosnia and Herze-

way and

Nijel Graham
@tsnxt.co.u

our consumer society 1o give up that state which
G

Iceland
north, the Swiss in the cen.
tre and Czechs in the east.
E-mail: tntnmgraha

Romford, England

in the  not fit the traditional profile
of the 15-member western

that have been part of the
great formative events shap-
ing European history.

There are some things |

within Europe. Ukraine has
chieved an excellent record
of democracy and human

country, with Europe’s fifth
largest population and in
urope's second

largest army
kraine has never had a
chance to shape European
History. It has a long history
of being occupied by various

and a new world order.

Media reports on domes-
tic political quarrels — about
which national political

party is better or worse —do  University of lllinois

DRAWN FROM EUROPE

not address the main issue
of people wanting to under-
stand this changing world.

Champaign, llinois, USA
The dollar is
our currency

THE easiest way to control a

Vienna, Austria
child is to control his or her

i pocket money (money sup-
Fifty years DTt B g to o
of Union? the same to countries want-

ing to introduce the single
currency. But economic and
monetary union is not just
an economic ssue.

y way to secure  The world already has a
European peace s to create  form of single currency, the
a United States of Europe, a  US dollar, and it would b
process involving the weld:

ing together into a single
country of up to 30 linguisti-
cally and culturally diverse
nations? This is something
that few people outside the

WHY does LF Mann (*From
e Urals o the Atlanic”

pean and causing division. It
is important to_remember
that Europe s not the E
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empires. Other countries
stole its wealth and isolated
m the rest of

Nordic versus
Scandinavian

E words “Nordic’

“Scandinavian” are often

used synonymously. The and may

cortesponding proper noun

age is, however, Scandinavia

Nottingham, England The European seems b
and large t5 fallow the sams

such vehicles
and  £2,500

pendent state. It belongs in
stripping out all

Europe and should join the
Union as of
Whchacl Bangievyeh

could immediately
pro

per-annum production out-
to sell its

vehicles much cheaper than
European manufacturers.
differences

within the European Union

excess profit for the manu-

There is little difference in
the cost of making a car in

25

the £8,000 to
($12,800-$40,000) bracket
“The material cost of making

ould be

at the most, after

handlers

nufacturers’ profits
etc. Europe’s car

akers
solve the

f vehicle over-
production, unemployment

i ivi fine of thought as the more ~ and large-Scale redundan-
Making a living moern ictionaries in Eng.  cles by Seling their veicles
out of k||||ng lish, German and French, at a realistic price.

for example. mpany | worked for
PEOPLE start wars, so it is  “Scandinavia® s defined ~back in 1965 produced four-

possible for us to stop them. 2.5-lity
There will always be wars
while weapors are produced  sense, Denmark, Iceland,
and sold. The arms industry  the Faeroes and Fi
makes a living out of killing “Nordic:
people. It has to face u

its moral responsibility, not

as the Scandinavian penin-
sula, including, in a broader

H

wegian and Danish. But nor-
disk is an adjective in these
a

z

fora £15.000 ¢
I
People outside the region _11aLelS

re diesel

s engine

was then selling for £355.
These are sampl costings

war. Millary budgets should ~should not have to worry
Used 10 créate a better  about the difference bet. i e%se
and more just wor een Nordic and Scand
The argument that “if we  inavian. The best way t
do not sell weapons, others  avoid this is to use the noun  Net profit
will" is a primitive, barbar-  Scandinavia and the adjec-
ian train of thought. What is  tive s;,mm Transport
going on in the minds of = Per Res T
those who invent “improved” S(ockrmlm Sweden 16.5 per cent. )
weapons to crttl fves in onpereen s
more. and more bestial 2475
Tk wmat thece Wy cars are Total 15,000
individuals could achiove if The average production
they directed their talents SO expensive rate is one car every two to
towards practical and peace- KEES van Goss (“The Vil- three minutes.
full benefits for mankind.  voorde closure is only the owdal
Egil R Rensmoen beginning", Letters, {ssue  Abergavenny. Wales

Oslo, Norway

‘somewhat
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TORY TURMOIL

More divided than ever, they have
already started the leadership race

FrRENCH FLAIR

Politicians revel in the campaign
while the voters go on holiday

Britain votes for change after 18
years of Conservative rule

i
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The Labour campaign was short on details but the public’s mood was: TIME FOR A CHANGE

Now Britain
takes a leap
In the dark

Labour:

the first
100 days
of power

ral
election results dribble in

el

OW 43 years old, Joyce Quinn —and get her to
Tony Blair was Brussels in time to attend a jorty known by small
scarcely mature jonday morning meetin: hours on Friday
enough to vote at the Quinn is a multi-ingual for- mornin

time his party last won a ¥ mer MEP who is an effective y Tony Blair goes

general election. This week negotiator highly rated by to Buckingham Palace to
is poised to enter the Foreign Office. Her task kiss hands with Queen

Downing_Street as the that day will be to represent Elizabeth. Labou

youngest British prime min- the United Kingdom on the

ster this century. e Labour prime ~ weekly working group o hold senior cabinet
pr

is is the stuff of history. the intergovernmental con hat afternoon.

will be  Minister aims to make  ference to revamp the EU's May Brussels.

momentous for Britain, and. g fresh startin Europe,  ntitonal architecture iy meeting of

given the country’s fraught i1 be the first time Intergovernmental

writes Victor Smart

eighbours too. Yet, in send an elected minister to  The new Camelot: Tony Blair, with barrister wife Cherie, represents a new era for Britain, tired of Tory sleaze and disunity
truth, many voters are disil- _ Barring a huge upset, the it alongside its EU ambas- end its new European
lusioned "and_emerging ~ Blairs should be beaming for ~sador Sir Stephen Wall at ~ Blair is already showing a  China. It would be hard to ing The Times, which fur- be proud of in the legacy | afairs minister to signal
numb from a six-week cam-  the cameras on the doorstep  such a session. This will be marke tancy about imagine two milestones nished readers with a long they are bequeathing o | thatit means business
paign whose result never of Number 10 by the after-  the moment ~ the moment  attending a one-day summit  which more graphically sym- list of Eurosceptics to sup- Labour. On the domestic | 12 May Brussels. New
seemed in real dou noon of Friday 2 May. Blair Labour's symbolic o be staged on 23 May, in bolise the gnawing question port, one suspects it front, crime is a running | Labour Chancellor
Back in 1974 the titans on  intends to occupy this resi-  fresh start in Europe. Masstricht of all places. of Britain’s role in the world ~ remained a secondary issue. education and | meets his
the world stage were Brandt, dence not for one, but twe uinn will explain that mbitious ultra-feder- After 18 health-service funding. But | counterpart at fnance

than ths and the Amstercam

Pompidou, Brezhnev five-year terms’ Wi Britain is ser ut  alist Dutch, who hold the EU  1GC talks: as bought s new  there are no truly acute | ministers meeting. The
Nixon. European integration  hours his new administra-  Europe and wants to end the  presidency, see this get-to- message because they think ~ crises facing Blair in the | encounter will
was stagnant but, at least, ~tion, which has camouflaged  self-defeating confrontation  know-you Session as a vital URING the election it is time for a change. The first 24 hours. Britain is vir- | scrutinsed for any shiftin
socialism was nota dirty 115 true instincts 5o dili- - on bee and other issues. ~ springboard to the fll IGC campaign, Tories have been discredited  tually strike-free, the inner | Briish attitudes o euro.
Now the Maastricht ~gently, will have to begin to wil Solemnly ~ summit in Amsterdam three was catapulted up by sleaze, by their disunity ~ cities are not aflame, and 4 May T

RBie ks cresring slong  toeal sl The aim s et abcire tha Breen Wil join - weeks atr. Such a gather- the agenda. A deep on Europe, by their impo- the economy is in good | ceremonial 's
t a breakneck pace and by Friday after- ) ing is a chance to get the all-  seam of loathing for  tence during the Though | speech at Wesiminster
new Labour has embraced noon the key  ‘Britain is  Chapter rtant personal chern- ‘If there’s no  Labour will not | opens new parliame
market forces so warmly o Cabinet posts - But such ges-  istry sparking between the " Want to admit | Blar then makes his frst
its bosom that France's will con- Serious about tures come new man and the old guard.  Conservatives' tactical lurch ~ the ERW. Voters  pyidden  at Brown's bud- | formal Speech as prime
Gaullists hold it up as an firmed. cheap. In the But Labour is anxious not to  towards little-Englandism. feel it is safe to in minister. Unveils
ojec esson The new “iron - Europe and  three years since  be bounced. The Tories, ~ Labour maiched this by gamble ~ on  agenda Labour has not | ambitious bills on

ming Downing Chancellor” will Blair wes elected after all, have put about the  wrapping itself in a sireny:  Labour because had stewardship | education and regional
treet ater 5 long il b0 ceray be Gor wants to end party leader, scare that Britain's death ous defence of Britain's there is agree-  SOmeoNe  9f an economy | deyoliton
eerily unfamiliar for Labour ~don Brown, r 25 Warant 8 o nation Sate fs  national iterest. Had any:  ment on prvati n such reason- 3 May Maastricht
o ek monedhelese vor apanie'and self- defeating ceasd to believe 10 be signed by the callow  one sill navely thought Wha sation " low  mustbe  able condition | Dutch EU presidency
the eyes of rld will be  worthy Scot who "9 that he will Labour leader at Amster- Blair was a Euro-idealist, taxes, and low decades. | pians a get.to-know-you
less on the party than on has now buried CONfrONtAtiON’ prove ardently dam. In what will be a stern  this was the moment of is- ~ state Spending wrong’  Commentators | euro-summi ahead of
Blir a5 man and asa phe- Labour's’ tax, ' communau: st of the support he has  enchaniment The brutal con- will be trying to | the gathering in June in
omenon. Youthful, tele- and-sp w the  won from the right-wing Vet it is worth remember- ~viction politics lace Blair accu-
Qenic, energetic, with lean {mage. Another Scot, the firmest hope Simply 15 that  Murdoch-papers such as  ing that Britain s rendy to - of Thatcher in the 19805 ratoy on te pollcal spec: | 16-17 June
hands, his i ears a uro- e will getin by a solid par-  The Sun. Blair must some:  vote in the party which, of  have in Nineties Britain mel. ~ tru ts | Amsterdam. European
Righ lustre. In Downing ~Sceptic-tinged Robin Caok, ~ liamentary majority with nio  how refurn trumpeting a the two real contenders, 15 lowed into the consensus to be radical. But an aide | Counci meets fosuree
siree e arrhal of ishgh il emerge e foreign secre.  need to appease cssidents glrious victory for i, more postive in (one on  outloak argued that there would be | new reaty
flying barrister wife, Cherle, ~tan fam will almost in his own par abour govern- Europe. Europe is a worry But Labour's support “no surprises, no hidden | concluding t
oS oumg. family Wi Corialmly he appointe as e cueaion then is how  mant wi face anotber nes fo the average Briton. Bt though vide s shallow. The agenda” and that Labour | Intergovernme
bring a touch of the mists of - Northern Ireland secretary.  long it s before serious ffic- ~toric event vathin it seems, enol idealism behind past Labour  woul nly what was | Conference. Pl

e will then get ~tions i sets over  Swing the e\ec\won Despite triumphs, notably the 1945  stated in its manifesto. | “stop the clock” i there

summits Blair under way to appoint Cook's ~between Britain under New mpire, with the  the blitz by the phalanx of  landslide, is wholly absent. . Someone must be wrong is 10 agreement.
should out-sparkle Europe’s deputy - most probably  Labour and its EU partners. hanﬂuver of Hong Kong to ~hostle nevispapers. includ  The Tores have much to e beliefs of his party 20-22 June Denver.
grim-faced elder statesmen remain equally opaque. How | G-7 summit. Boris

such as Germany's Helmut
Kohl and upstage those of
s own generation such as
the reserved Castillan José
Maria Azn:
But o win the election

HE NEW FACES THAT WILL BECOME FAMILIAR IN EUROPE ISRttt
] Poices How srong 1 the
Ebges roines 103
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Ll T 1o ovr

takes ov
rotating presdency from

e
B350 Madrid. Nato
summit discusses

s apeal - is | nmrgemont
undoubted. Yet he knows | July London. Labour
that at home disillusion with | Chancellor unveils

emergency budget,
tackling hole in state
finances.

1 January, 1998
Biitain takes up the
rotating EU presidency
from Luxembour

the est of Europe, there is
already among EU leaders a
mild sense of disenchant-

ent with him. The Blair
honeymoon ended before it
ever began,

n.
his party to win it. Voting
i in il be 2 spectaculr
leap in the dar
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Gordon Brown: Iron Chancellor?

John Prescoll: BIair's depuly  Robin Cook: wil steer foreign affairs Mo Mowlam: Northern Ireland post

A man for all persuasions, as long as he doesn’t smile

he looks.” a Conservative

F BLAIR tms out to b a5 good a3
Central Office memo after the

ference in

1995, “we have a problem.
“The man who made the Labour party
electable after 18 years of Conser.
vative supremacy has prepared himself
and his party for office with a ruthless
discipline that he promises to bring to
n the the next stage of his mis-

was Blairs central mes-
sage during ‘a gruelling six-weel
paign which has been presidential in

phoniness and lack of political prin-
ciples.

‘The British are instinctively suspi-
cious of good looks, 50 Blair’s boyish
charms and dynamic presentation
often failed to enthuse a largely cynical

te. The smile, in

women - found it forced and smarmy.

w

Saskia Sissons examines the impressive marketing
of New Labour’s lead product, Tony Blair - the man

who swills beer up north and sips wine in the capital

L
Sensing that they may have found
i Achiles heel, the Tories spread
mischievious stories about Blai
Tecta manipolators Instructing him 1o
smile less and taming his receding

ui
tedly, his suits are a slicker,
statesmanlike dark blue and his golden
tan a touch too deep to have been
snatched in the garden of his north
ondon home. But the same can be
said of his opponents, and at least he
hasmt indulged in cosmetic dental
— his smile remains endearingly
snagg\e toothed.

s, however, command centre
iage i a onmen's e drauing
the light in the manner of Hollywoor

tars - an effect he enhances by
appearing whenever possible in daz-
alingly it shirtsieeves,

some commentators observed
s Syl Tked Corment, et on

the stump Blair looked more like a
man with a new, improved biological
washing powder instead of a new,
improved blueprint for Britain,

At Oxford university, Blair's love of

called Ugly Rumours. While hi
et collaagues were emoroiied 1 st
dent politics, Tony grew his hair,
donned purple loons, unbuttoned his
Shirt to the waist and strutted s stuff
i la Mick Jagger.

But it was also at Oxford that Blair
made his commitment to Christianity

d began exploring the relationship
between religion, social justice and
politics. At Easter last year, Blair took
the risky strategy of claiming God was

his side when he said in an inter-
view: “My view of Christian values led
me to oppose what | perceiver
the narrow view of self-interest that

Conservatism - particularly its
modefn, morerightwing form - epre

By the auturmn he was fervently set
“Covenant with the British
eople” at the Labour party confer-

st, the glazed, unblinking
e born-again Christian takes
ver B oSt tha.time s 18
Fefreshingly normal and accessibie ~
for a politician,

“The “Phoney Tony” charge - the sus-
icion that Blair is a slick operator
who tries to be all things to all people

et every appeti
s singion Pome in  Londn, or
Blair is the Urban Soph-
isticate. going t
dining ot on pan-fried cod with wilted
spinach washed down with chilled
Chablis. In contrast, at Sedgefield, his
constituency in County
Tikes nothing more than to down a few

it of warm beer n the woring:
men’s club before feasting on

away fish and chips in front of the
el

In the course of the election
campaign, the strain of acting these

ministerial yet radical, statesm:
sionate, Euro-friendly yet a

he admitted,
son onily - | can't stand these Tories
being in government over our coun-
o

‘Although his style is informal, his
delivery peppered with verbal tics such
as “look” and * you know” and impa-
fient, Involntaly grunts, tere
sense that Blair was sticking
10 a predetermined text. Even ad hoc
improvisations at the lectern were
revealed by his spin-doctors (9 be
hearsed when they whispored o
Poliical ournalists. T
Going to be really passionate. an
“This evening he may well lose his
temper,” or even, “Tomorrow Tony's
going to be spontaneous”.

st week his campaign aired an

politics as most teenagers. “At 18, |
thought politicians were a pain in the

kside,” he revealed
ming leader in the wake of

politial andscape of B
hing improbable
about being 3 radial feacer of the
Labour party and a cautious prime
minist 4o doring the te final
Countdown to polling day. 1 am going
e a lot more radical In government
than people think.

~van B o R

el ~« R
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Rough road to a larger Nato

S A HISTORIC summit to
transform Europe's security
arrangements approaches, it
s clear that the issue of

Nato enlargement is of scant inter-

est at election time in either

Britain or France

Al political parties which stand

r or influence

in both countries are in favour of

enlargement. So nothing that hap-

ens in the polling booths will

alter the fact that alliance leaders
will agree in Madrid on 8-9 Jul

issue Invitations to at least three

nations, thereby dramatically alter-

ing Europe's security m:

ut this does not mean the

British and French elections have

jons for future security

arrangements in Europ:
tish poll was always going to have
an_impact on

Union's own efforts to develop a

common foreign and security pol-

icy (CFSP) separate from Nato.
ctions of

Foreign and security policies will provide
immediate challenges for new British and
French govemments, writes lan Mather

for Airbus aircraft worth 2 billion.

utch presidency has name
defence and security as one of the
hree main unresolved subjects —
along with immigration and fron-
ter controls and “flexibilty” (the
t-outs) — for

ES

Rnstoraam
Forthe €U the alenma i that i
nothing is changed

The brasent sysiam. of

tive CFSP are going to be disap-
pointed. In Britain Labour, like the
onservatives, 0pposes extending

majority voting to foreign policy

several “key atters of national

Labour also shares Tory suspi-
cions of another proposal for

pean Union, the body nominated at
Maastricht as_the EU's fledgling
defence wing. The British fear that
 would undermine the trans-
atlantic link. The Franco-German
proposal is for a protocol to be

merger with
the WEU to be achieved in stages.

A merger would be the first step
towards a European defence policy  hel
independent of Nato and of the US.
Labour government would
face opposition to any deal in
Europe from an opposition Con
servative Party that will have moved
further in a Eurosceptical direc-
tion. Britain is not alone in oppos-
ing any move to majority voting on
CFSP decisions. Larger EU coun-  an
tries, which would provide the bulk
of any military force, are aware
that they could be outvoted by

rolein the llance vi

partamentary elections are being

with the

of his presidency - whether to take
France
Nato. The slections nave reawak

into the military wing of

srgument over France's
U

o has been edging back

towards full Nato parficipation.
a decision in principle t
rejoin the integrated military struc-

ce's

insistence on a Europeanisation of

smaller and medium-sized countries.  the alliance as a quid pro quo has

“The consequence is that little is ~ brought Paris into conflict with
now expected from Amstere Washington. Paris wants more
the CFSP front because such senior Nato military posts 0 go to
changes could themselves not be  Europeans, a demand focused on

imposed by majority voting.
Furthermore any attempt to merge
EU and the WEU would be
blocked not only by Britain but by
Finland, en. Austria and
Ireland, which are not members of
e WEU. In France the two-stage

THE frstladershiptst the new
Britis

Europe is the roubied intergoy-
ernmental conferen

poised o revise the Maastricht
treaty before the Amsterdam

r 13 months of tough
negotations, often obstructed

a cantankerous Tory govern-
Tent, Britain's 14 European
partnérs e impatiet to

on i aico psrsavatti

mistc feeing towarcs a change
of government in the K"

Premier to face EU

The IGC poses a tough
European debut for the
new British prime minister,
writes Paola Buonadonna
the bride but ony at the end of

May will we be able to see what

she looks like.”
it the new St prime -
ister’s debut wil ta
ossire of contrastin

paradoxically,
strongest supporters who are
throwing spanners in the work,
just as the Dutch, who hold the

n-

EU esidency, are
tically busy producing the third
draft text.

crossfire

substentiel progress on EU
fave to be postponed

toa later confere
Jtaly, upset by the Commision
forecast which set its defic

the European single currency,
has abandoned its normally

uarantees o

coroperativ san surrendering to American he
In'a clear wammg that exclu- | mony just as we are surrendering
sion from the fi to German hegemony in the march
e e L | oo single currency,” he said
January 1999, will not be toler- similar view is taken by many
ated, lalian Forelgn Minister | ol guard Gaulit n Chiracs own
Lamberto Dini announced that | RPR party as w Comn-
Tl would not accopt mimimal: | L ot extrere i Front
st Solutions” at the IGC. National. To assuage French pride,
a move amounts to the | it was decided to hold the signing
posite of recent British tactics | ceremony for the new charter

between Nato and Russia in Paris

his
i

forthcoming visit to China, which
i expected to wrap up an order

an U iplomat. “But Tony Blair
Tas kept s cards quite cose 10
chest, due to obvious domes-

tic pressures.
“In a sense we have all commi
ted ourselves to an arranged
iage. We know the name of date is to be respected, more

The Fi

rench general election,
00 after the Masstricht meet-

goals, giving Itsei the excuse In
a year's time o block the ratifi-
iy an h I iy
is would happen m rou
the same time as the final Gecl.
e om iy counteis wers o
join the single currency

on 27 May. But after the French
poli Chirac may decide to post-
pone reintegration into Nato,
thereby undermining one of the
Madrid summit aims, the announce-
ment of a “new Nato” to match the
present-day security environment.
In that case the summit would not
be such a smooth affair ater all

Blair poised
to sign the
Social Chapter

ONE of the few firm com-
mitments that Labour Part

ter. s protocal. annexed
e Maastricht treaty,
allows member states (6
pass directives in a number
of social are:
One of the Conservative

alre:
national legislatior

ady been surpassed by

the
on the rights of part-time
workers, an extension of
works councils to national
mpanies, a proposal t
Shif-part of th burden of
proof on employers in cases
of sex discrimination in the
workplace and an agreement
on setting up reporting
mechanisms in companies o
combat sexual harassment.

It was a Tory pet hate.
But Labour will bring
Britain into line, writes
Paola Buonadonna

None of these is likely
roy
d a

biects connected with the
welfare of people at work
Areas suct trade

union rights are specifically
xcluded.”

The Commission insists

it it is not even particu-

larly interested in pushing

w laws. In some cases

a strong agreement between

ncing the

purposel

zo

came into the fold,
Social Chapter could
finally be absorbed into the
Maastricht treaty, giving it
an altogether stronger
profile.

Scots seek
to flex their
muscles

HE  pro-European
Scots have endured 18
frustrating years be-
holden to an English.

dominated and increasingly

Eurosceptic Conservative

The Scots want to
lobby for themselves
in Brussels, writes
Francine Cunningham

chance for the Scots to
make_their own way in Eur-
P harangue against

whisky and smoked salmon
delicacies.
The Scottish lobby spent

mering Br
e f Avcrdken g and

~fed herds in
Seoitatd R by the Euro.

e uncom-
fortable position of asking
for special treatment from
Europe, while being repre-
sented’ by what are per-
ceived as_incompetent
English ministers
left-leaning
nerally far

Scots see Europe as the only

way of making membership
of the UK palatable, adding
to, rather than taking away
from, their sovereignty.
direct  with
Brussels, that bogey of the
English, is seen as a
wiay of circumventing W
minster's accumulation of
power. “People on the conti-
et are fod up wvlh John

based tabloid newspapers,
50 they are grateful 1o hear
Engiish speskers with a .
ferent attitude,” said
Scottish National Party MEP
Allan Macartney

patriot William Wallace.
immortalised in the fiim
raveheart, was both

involved the German states,

Scotland to be European,
said Salmon
Nationalists insist that

Frusiration: Scots have had to endure being represented in Europe by John Major's Eurosceptics. Now things will change

only independence will
transform Scotland from an
“invisible” nation into a fully
democratic European state

“Independence would give
us visibili member of
he EU and the United

Nations, whereas devolution

woul jve s an inter-
national profile,” said
Macartney.

According to Macartney,
t0 ask the per-

net to attend Counci

for example, could allow a

Labour minister to attend,”
said.

have been sugges-
tions that Scotland should
appoint a European minister
after devolution. But he or
she may be able to act only
as a liaison officer. It is not
yet clear if such a minister
would have a decision-

give Scotland extra control
over how cts its
European business,
“A Scottish parliament
sould be the most efficient,
the most effective, the most

democratic and the natural
channel for Scottish partici-
pation i rogramme:
and organisations,”
Seottish Labour spolcesman.
e election over, the
Scots are getting reatly to

their country. Seasoned fig-
ures on the European circut
confirm that peaple gener-
ally respond warmly to the
Scots

In Brussels, the Scottish
lobby has been

understand how the system
of networking operates, and
put it to good use. Unlike
the stiff English, the Scots

are very skilful at informal
contacts, bringing the per-
sonal ino the political.
Even with_ Lal
power, many Scots wil st
fook enviously at their Celtic
cousins across the water.
Ireland is seen as a model of
how a small nation can pros-
clout beyond
its size in Europe. “The Irish
have shown that you can be

artney I they can 60,50

“Francine Cunningham
Brussels correspondent
of “The Scotsmarn’.

EUROPE's press assesses
the implications of two
new governments.

EL Munbo

TONY Blair says “Trust in
me. | have transformed the

There is nothing left of Old

our, not even the colour.
Imperil purple has replaced
Marxist red. The rare refer-
ences in his discourse to
socialism are accompanied
by the adjective "ethical".

La Stampa
WITH REGARD to John
Major’s position over the
past few years, those who
Expect dramatic changes in
Teims of European poicies

rue that on issues.
such as the social chapter,

Blair and New Labour have
worable position, but on
common _foreign
defence policies, and the
abandonment of the vetoes

ever might sound like a
yielding of national sover-
eignty - Labour's opposition
will be implacable.

IRISH TIMES

FROM AN Irish point of
view, a decisive result, pro-
ducing a British government
with a working majority and
a clear-cut mandate, s vitally
important for the future of
Northern Ireland.

The same applies in
Europe where the other

rapily and decisively with 3
pressing agenda.

EUROPEAN

ELECTION

PRESSWATCH

LE JOURNAL
DU DIMANCHE

YOU have to go back to

d a French and

British election taking place

50 close together. But where

would Tony Blair be placed
in French politics?

On the question of a mi

mum wage he would be
nearer Lionel Jospin’s
position.

But on the flexibility of

the economy he would
rather be with Alain Juppe,

On the question of Europe
e is once again closer to
Juppé
If Blair and Jospin pull it
could
themselves at the Socialist
summit_t i
falmo,

led by socialists since 1951
and the days of Vincent
Auriol and Clement Attlee

Die WELT
communicator,
o inflences s Titeners

en he’stref
hands out to the people,
standing in a whiter-than-
white shirt at the lectern. He

“Verily, | tell you."

e sure winner is
Margaret Thatcher. Both
contenders have done noth-

point: Major has marked a
prudent distance lest he be
burned by the sun of his
predecessor. Blair has

edged closer to this star
whose rays stll illuminate

Britain.
Blair, who has run an
ccable marathon to
reach the head of the oppo-
sition, will find the world
very different when in

fice.

L’EXPRESS

BRITISH people under the
e of 30 have no memor)

vatives are worn out after 18

that while Major is beaten,
his policies will triump!

Socialists
grapple with
EMU rigours

SOFTENING the sharp
edges of capitalism has long
the mission of
urope’s sacialist
et with European economic
integration topping the elec-
ndas in Britain and
. the issue has rarel
been 56 cnmphcnled for the
leaders of Britain's Labous
Party and France’s Parti
Socaliste

y leaders are
constrained in setting eco-
nomic policies, but for dif-
ferent reasons,” said John

economic strate-
gist with investment bank

BzW.

Lionel Jospin's dilemma is
that he has to find a way to
reconcile his pro-European

tough targets of the Maas.
richt convergence criteria,
which have forced austerity
measures on France, are
seen b

contributor o' the country's
sluggish growth

per cent jobless rate.

gotten that it w
socialist politicians — above
all Frangois Mitterrand and
Jacques Delors - who drew
up the single currency blue-
print in the first place.
UK, on the other
nd, Tony Blair has
enjoyed the rare privilege of
being able to capitalise on
John Majors opt-out of the
Maastricht treaty by follow-
ing his own “wait and see”
policy on whether to join
monetary unior
Only the e o the Labour

‘campaign.
“Post-election, we will hear
a lot more from the Labour
feadership about the desir
ability of EMU," said Leo
Doyle, ‘an economist at
bankers Kleinwort Benson.
conomic strict-
ness stems more from self

the next parliamentary ses-
sion. He did 5o to bury
abour’s tax-and-spend
gyt it s policy ot
will b hard to sustain with-
aut introducing unpopular
spending
o UkCS most influentil
himi-thnk, i Natianal
Institute of Economic and

Leftwing parties in the
UK and France face
economic austerity,
writes Hilary Clarke

Social Research, says the

public sector balance
sheet has_deteriorated
rapidly over the past five
years as the government
increased borrowing and
sold off assets.

e French socialists
might w

rnment of Prime
Minister Alain Juppé's wants
to sell parts of France
Telecom, Ga d

Eléctricite de
the budget shortfall created
by indebted state-owne
banks. The public associates

dospin has promised o halt
the sell-of

quarter o

t is likely to expand

unrealistically low, but the
fficial French rate is almost
double that and unemploy-
ment there is a much hotter
topic. The voters wil expect
quicker results. Jospin is
likely to face pressure from

employers eform
Franoe's abour laws
air, in his turn, might

envy the French melr inter-
est rates - they are at their
Towest since the war

first major decision fo
next British administration
might have to be a hike in
the cost of borrowing,
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Which iIs the real Britain?  Women kept

nessed the longest @ German view of the
election campaign in UK election and finds

al
Jomisor comvinced that  the blend of jingoism
mpaigning is fun, Most  and politeness baffling

F'NALU‘ it's over.  Albrecht Meier gives

Britens are probably giad
that this kind of fun is over.

rman, it is N0t S0 the tabloid newspaper heac:
much the lengtof the cam-lines during the European

paign which 15 bewildering.

all championship last

Although poliing day i summer - Such as “Achtung!

Germany is still 18 months

started al , since
Chancellor Helmut Kohl has.

declared that he will stand — time was the fact that it was
again. not a tabloid editor who had
1L rather the details that  thought u
o with the British election  Kohl and Blair, but deputy
that seem strange for  prime miniter Michac Hes-
eltine
Visiting the Land of Hope

o

stituencies, swingometers and Glory, the realm of the
and all the other wonders of  bulldog, during those weeks
majority voting. just before the election, |

or a German, us witnessed not only an oppo-

Blair could manage to

change that landscape to _related 10 the campaign —

s
nd there was - of course  Cabinet War
~ negative campaigning: or, London Underground from
to put it in a more friendly  which | learned that
From a German point of  they
view, one of the low points campa
his” campaion was - appealed Tor Bt SoE 1 Am 1 constanty misled by ot ke that” she replied -

Lenative Pary résorted 1o sttem

Sur
away, elactioneering has ust  Fritz" ~ are fa from forgor.

ender”, “Let’s blitz

ade it worse this

the image of

o Labour's

the “innate politeness of the  to which a younger woman  porting the.

ot o Borupt Al Brition assonr whieh o standing next to h
n advertisement showing ~daily life and the election  Major remarked upon during  with a smile: “Oh, she is.”

Blair sitting on the knee of campaign with a series of the campaign, fearing that What's in a joke

said  servative candidate who had
a reassuring majority of  ple of stone,” he said.
11,000, visited an engineer-

in aTory election poster

horses, one of which,

at low profile

MP | LABOUR leader Tony Blair  Westminster is a club
s widely held to have

hatcher | modelled his presidential- for public schoolboys,

remarked delightedly, “He's | Style campaign on that of - Nordic observers tell

character.
what he thinks.”

He says | Bill Clinton. But there are

also parallels between  Birna Helgadottir

Front. | Labour and the centre-left

ferland fun park, someone | parties of Scandinavia - and 135 appearances by political
gave her a wooden plate | a fair amount of mutual figures, only eight were

hich | admiration ‘women. None of the “expert
she eventually hung around | _The British party looks to  commentators
the neck of a wooden horse | the way the Social Demo-  woman, and onl

en | crats in Sweden and Norway  cent of the reporting was by

she was asked whether ths | have become natural parties  female ournaists
horse were a Eurosceptic, | of power, with their safe,  Liv Tessem, who has

United Kingdom

Finally, | presented myself | business community. ftenposten, calle

cstablishment image and  covering the election for
cosy relationship with the ~Norway’s daily newspaper
d the

nal- | The Swedish Social Demo-  Fawcett report “shocking” —

st and asked her about the | Crats, with the prospect of particularly in view of the

Euro. | their own elections coming  fact that women make up 52

pean Commission President | UP next year, have sent  per cent of the electorate.

Sacques Santer in the elec. | observers to the British elec-  “In Scandinavi

o eampatan wich nta | Uons to discover the secrst  ing women any prominence

o

speech o journalists in | of Labours pollpopulrly. - viouid be polically demag-

Amste
uros

ttacking | But there is one aspect of ing for any party,” she said
ic “merchants of | the British campaign whic
She looked me | has really raised Nordic eye- scene is probabl

‘think the British political

firmly in the eyes and told | brows. In Finland, Norway  years behind ours.

€ our
sions. Not Mr Santer.”

deci- | and Sweden 40 to 45 per _ Palvi Vianen, corespon.

o Tonat e wer a clear | cabinet posts are evenly daily newspaper Helsmgin

remark without any ambiva- | SPlit between the sexes. in
r on, | Britain only around 12 per

lence - or iron

kes a more
It has always

Lady Thatcher's security | cantof MFs ao emale. been like this in the UK

me that

the | Although this figure is set ~politics is a public school-

Baromess 2l Gl o i | 10 double after the slection boys'club. But it s amazing

the | thanks to the high number ~that despite the fact that

rning and that her work. | of female Labour cand- they have had a woman

mor
load is still very demanding, | idates, women have been prime minister, nothing has

ot only for herself, but for | almost absent from the —changed.”

land, Lady Thatcher, sup- the people who surrount

a | campaign. Cecilia Jacobson

cal, Con er s wel. “During her lst | ACcOrding to a league - Sweden's daily newspaper

T oo tee o na.er 254 | able of politicians' media  Dagens Nyheter Said:

appearafices Grawn up by 1 the moring conferences,

'As | asked whether he had | academics at Loughborough and all I see are male jour-

o, o v depiced as . foax bomb walmings some of the applause during _Ultimate clarity over this  ing company and the recre-  really lost weight, he told | University, the highest ~nalists posing questions to
European super-chancellor. i do Images of s appearances was not matter could only come  ation park on Morecambe e tfat he acually had not. | female plecing is by former  mal polticans
For a German, there are  Kohl a Churchill  really heartfelt? from former Tory premier ~Bay. But he gave me something | prime minister Baroness _ Her colleague Kristen
usualy tw ey of eacting  aGverting he Cabinet war en | collected my press  Margaret Thatcher, and so | For some reason, horses to ponder: -British humour, | Thatcher at number 11
uch outbursts of anti- Rooms or the call for “Blitz ~pass at Conservative Central  followed her during her  played an important role in  You must get used to British | Gillian Shephard, the educ.
German seniiment. you <pir” really con Office in London, | jokingly last day on the campaign  events tion minister, comes in at

erman, one

BHtish Gomestic politics,  always contromed wih the  handsd it to e thst 1 ad 10 Hong Xong b

fold the elderly'ady who . raljustbefore she went oft

firm was installed in a for-  Albrecht Meier works on | featured in the to
hich makes e uch sas: question: which 1 reals The. gk bee quits sura thi | new bridbs 13 the. Wands  mar farm. So i mal

at visit. As it humour.”
9

0.
the | _ A report by the Fawcett

ier for you, or you could  images of jingoism or the would be granted accredita-  airport. ense 10 lead the baroness ‘Berlin Tagesspiegel Society, which monitored  Tessem said: *I can't puta
take it seriotsly - as in fact ception that one tion, being a German. During that morning in  to the stables, where She  reported on the elsction in | television election coverage  name to a single woman in
should be. In Germany,  usually gets in Britain? . good heavens, we're Lancaster, northern Eng- was presented with two  Britain for a week, revealed that of French politics."

Jockeying for Tory succession

Behind Major's campaign
was a bubbling fight for
the Tory succession,

reports Nigel Dudley

HEN Conservative MPs
assemble for the start of

majrity 6 el Rumber desbly
hostile to further European polit-
ical and economic integration. A
oor Tory result accentuates the
anti-Brussels dominance signifi-

have the sole
responsibility for choosing their

winning issue in the election, a
Eurosceptic is favourite to
emerge from the pack of leader-
ship candidates to succeed John

ajor.
“This is almost certain to cause

immediate potlection strategy
the disciplines of gov-
et of an JMInent el
Son th fragle Cabines coneen-
urope is expected to
disintegrate. Even a week before
the poll, supporters of at least
eight leadership candidates were
privately jostiing for position
and newspapers were full of
speculation about the imminent
contest
As the public recriminations

since s faled chllenge aganst
Major

o Miajor oyalists favour a
periad of reflection before a con-
test in the autumn, and there is
fitle anyone can do if he decides
to stay on until then. Party rules
block a leadership challenge
until three months after parlia-
ment assembles and state that
the election must be held within

Out of my hands: a Major defeat is set to start a battle between Eurosceptics and Europhiles

six months of parliament assem-  seats, the Tory benches are less have no vote but make their
bling. That means a challenge  experienced than for many views clear and tend not to
could not be issued until 7 years. Their views on Europe are ~ forget if their opinions are

August and the vote would have  known: never have Tory candi-  ignored.
¢ is a crowded field of

to take place by 7 November.  dates been so clearly identified

Majors resignation during the by their views on a single candidates, with at least eight

summer followed by an autumn  question. expected 1o test the water and
election remains the most proba-  But it is much harder to judge  opinion extremely volatile. Much
ble outcome, their response to the mixture of ~ depends on whether Tory MPs

ough is where even this  threats, flatiery and job offers  look for a leader, or a leadership
limited clarfty oncs, With S8 of _ffom leadershp candidates and _team, it a chance of keeping
their MPs retiring at the election  what notice they take of their the party together, or

any oS Toting Then  Constiuency sscociaton, which they soncioas ootk 4 meviame

Miners stike over pit
closures. After violent

prime minister causing
challenge to Thaicher
budget s resolved, senior ministers over  leadership. She quis.

18 YEARS OF CONSERVATIVE RULE
1979 Margaret

Major becomes party

ever more Eurosceptic
stance but refuses o
Tule out

membership of EMU.

1 May 1997 Major
goes to the country.

and select a candidate who
reflects their views.

g the latter group, many
New Tories would instinctively
look to Redwood, who won
praise from the right for having

sition in principle to the single
currency many endorse. How-
, an awkward television
image is seen as a serious handi
cay
Among the right-wing leader-

in Major's

ticularly active in pressing his
claims

the other wing of the party,
the robust debating skills of
Kenneth Clarke (finance) sug-

of the single currncy is negoti-
ated and the project is seen o be
successful
hose more able to hold the
Tory party together are headed
Michael Heseltine (deputy

right for his role in overturning
Baroness Thatcher, but he nod-
e s the Eurosceptics by

knee. He will be 69 if the parlia-

ment runs s full five-year term

and Labour would make a con-

siderable play of the age gap
im and Blar.

Stephen Dorrell (health), has
made several political blunders
in the last year, but his friends
say that he has modified his pro-
European views sufficiently to be
acceptable to the
further option is 1o skip a gener-
ation and choose William Hague

ment) has built a reputation as a
and competent

leadership elections

z

k. At this stage, with a
largely unknown electorate hav-
ing to choose from a list of can-
didates which has not yet been
finalised, picking a winner is a

me. But it might be
worth putting a couple of euros
on Hague.

History will
pass them by

ALISTAIR MCALPINE

Alistair McAlpine derides the Tories’
attempts to create a crime-free society
and a workable Euro-philosophy

HERE must be politician can guarantee that
Conservative members  either of these courses is a.
of the last parfiament panacea for Britain's futre.
who have spent the. he argument has rage

recent election campaign over whether there is more
fering where it all went rofitin one course than the

wrong. Where is that “nation  other while Major has sat on
at peace with itself” that John  the fence. Conservative
Major promised in 19907 Far  backbenchers and opposition

oM Being 3 peace wilh - pafes alke nave faled i
fSel, Brtin hes never been  inet ity 0 protect the ights
ofthe people
for he Consenvative The last Conservative
Paty, RIS GNppeq A cvil  goverment quieh
war. Major, the man they those rights. First with finance
helieved woud mer o that e
Simple spitn nsurance company cleks
Played key 10c I tuming it nio spis for Dureaucracy
g bundie of kndiing, o Then by creating a secret
Spit are ey now police foce. wnich smoothly
“A classless society” they united with the secret
were promised fom the stgps  Services.
of Downing Street The realky  In th past ve years,
S asociety more bedewlied”  Mithas! Foward, ihe Gain
by the dispanty ol weaiiand ey 3ay, o he Consenaine
Pieny than exer, Tigh (it & man hatea by
Fealonsensus  coeny focranan) 5ot abat
o s s Passing laws designed 0
o e o ing about more
ofBridin s Far from  climinas
ovenuelming ; Comviions.
desietobendor  DeINg at  “Hogaendy, u
s government L didnoccuro nim
Whie the voters  P€ACE WIth il pubic
wchedoshe o wanis e
pary ore nseil itSelf, Britain ciminais arrested,
apart over Europe, not a law that
e goverment has never makes easer o
programme of beenso  Ghcermeye
S etmatcaly divided  cinasornot
Seaiing the vide ot
Rindamental rights rights U. m.,e.b ©
of the British people. remain silent witt

15 a5 e gt over  prefaiang the kI came
Europe were part of a strategy  the rights of police to bug the

to keep people occupied premises of a person
while the home secretary suspected of consorting with
dealt out ustice with a criminal

chainsaw. Perhaps Major Then the polce were given
advanced the idiculous the right to burgle t

Robon o walt o 3067 over  premiaes of destor,Juyers

's membership of MU and journalists. Finally, they
just to prolong the argument.  were to be allowed to bug the
What on earth is thereto  confessionals of Catholic
see? Why wail? The decision  churches. Only when these.
o join EMU - to decide what  last enormilies were proposed
1ol you want your countyto 10 the House of Lords id the

play in the world ~ isn opposition stir to

Monetary ssue (s & people from the executive’s

phiosophical decision. tis  power and ambiton

not a mathematical ajor has presided over all

calculation whether or notour  this f he pundis and the

independence and polls are right, not long after

Sovereignty are given up fora  this newspaper hits the

good deal. newsstands, the Conservative
jou take on a jovernment will be gone and

single currency dependson  along with t, Michael Howard

whether you believe in a s for John

united Europe. And no even be history.
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SPECIAL

Apathy rules as part

pril summed up

WO front-page head-
| lines in Le Monde on
the state of the French

election’,” the left-wing
paper intone

The second headline
quoted a Soffes poll reveal-
ing that 38 think a
left-wing victory would b
neither good nor bad",
while 35 per cent say the
same thing about a victory

ofthe epublic that a president
8"side column a bbaYs his b iste
soler headihe announced - and not th

that Jacques Chira
Standagainst . hum
. The president, the
. launched “a
series of initiatives aiming at
worldwide banning ~ of
human cloning”

There is something
breathtaking in the sheer
irrelevance of Chirac's her-

solver

tend to ascribe such porten-

concerns to

the Elysée’s chief spin-doc-

Pilhan, a

diminutive advertising man

who also served Frangois

Mitterrand in roughly the
same capaci

Pilhan is known to favour

Voters expect little
from left or right,
writes Anne-Elisabeth
Moutet in PARIS

i is the first time in
the history of the fifth

National Assembly Spesker
Philippe Ssguin, o fiend of

e"emve\y sidelined in this
and is
s ;‘uuw was abruptly dis-

“The election is of course
an attempt to give
third term as prime minister,

than-palatial new Socialist
Party headquarte
spokesman
Hollande.

“If Juppé feels he needs to

uin has been

furious that

light as he unve

Changeons daver
change the future.
Hollande is friendly,

nir,

said. “JUppé is si
demands.” Obvio

ppé & formula is designed.

s by

white hair absorbed all the
weiled the P
less-than-electrifying slogan

promises with our ideas,” he
icing up
his policy mmwm i our

picked up by the press as

let’s

with

Ordinary French people, if
they never use the petlies
phrases, do react to
words. “Globalisation of
trade is one,
économique” and A

the
be

00,

comment” Hollande gently
ester

world forced to pay lip

service to tiresome election-

Anglo-  eering.

1t ill behoves me to
mething ni

Diet Coke:

it the way women's maga-

zines write their horoscopes,
ce for ever

star sign,” he said, sipping

these young men

are extremely careful of

On the campaign trail: Socialist leader Lionel Jospin beneath the party slogan ‘32 days to change the majority’

mention it

“A sentence here on local
experimenting with civil ser-
vice deregulation because
[centrist leader Pierre]
Méhaignerie wants it. Oh,

Ty

a detached, statesmanlike  but on 27 April in a televi- yet another one of the baf- Saxon-type liberalism are  There were, as it happens,  their good lo and we had two women i
stance for the president, s sion interview Juppé was fling petites phrases that, it~ yet others. These are Bad  ten énarques non  “Mare jails high up on the group, 0 there’s that
apposed 1o Elysée chief of  uncharacteisticll coy. " ssems, no French political  Things, Th stae's mision, - énarques) working non two,to make the Front  sentence about helping
staff Dominique de Villepin. for my  statement can be vi you will hear from both the  Stop over the weekend at the  National voters happy. See ~women get more political
Villepin prefers the image of he said, _ Last week Jusuln caHed Eommunist Robert Hue and  Gaullist RPR'S Paris head.  the.Bit about the Intérnet  Tesponsioit

a fighting, hands-on presi- ~day,  Juppé *br self - ffom Juppé, s o “protect” - quarers, putting th finh and computers n every  Griy elght per cent of the
Gont that will SUpport his  fve-paint plan 10 revitalié  “vigorous” in what must ~the Erench from unname he 3,000 school? Chirac loves that.  Juppe-led candidates
prime minister in the elec- the country and lower unem-  surely have been one of the  perils. et Tamiesto for the RPR Ane-he bt about oxending  wammen. e brushed. ths
toral battle. He was said to ~ ployment. weakest speeches he has  Former Socialist premier and their coalition partners, the social emergency ser- aside: “Look, the truth is,
ave prevailed, just as his  Cut to the Socialist Party made, and still the follow- ~Laurent Fabius and Juppe, IDF. ices nationwide for the women don't like voting for
mentor, premier Alin Jppé _ b-weekly press brisfing, g day. the two adjectives both énarques, now say One of the workers told homeless; he dreamt that women. Fact of life.”
ucceeded in getting Chirac  given in a small, had duly found their way to their alma mater must be me of the session with chill- ~ one up in Paris when he wes  After such a session, it

o callthe election

Sonerencs room in e lese

the front page of Le Monde.

abolished. I am an old boy

ing cynicism.

“We composed

‘mayor; he adores it when we

was certainly more conge-

les slip into gear

nial at the Communist Party

Brasilia. Here secretary- o
eral Robert Hue gave
first press conference.
communists are the

only ones in this election
Who have pastis at their buf-

s (no doubt for working-
class credibility), and a web-
site and e-mail

ue is a 46-year-old for-
mer male nurse, his wife still
works at the Argenteuil hos-
pital in western Paris
looks like a friendly garden
gnome with smiling eyes, a
greying beard and no hair
One simply cannot picture
this first French post-19
communist leader with a

knife between his teeth.
Ver e fhadied " oft,
unprimed, article 107 of the
Maast in answer

trary to the treaty,” Hue

said. “We're delighted; this

means the Socialists are

moving aver to our way of
inking

" The st 12 days of May

are taken up with_the
Cannes film festival. Then
there are two weeks of the

Paris Open tennis tourna-
ment. There are bank holi-
days on 1 and 8 May, and
the first round of the elec-
tion is 23 May - Mother's

Y.
e only voters that will

t0 analyse what hit them.

The extreme-right party has a rising star in Bruno Mégret who is poised to win a seat in the National Assembly

Southern support: Bruno Mégret celebrates with his wife Catherine as she becomes mayor of Vitrolles

HE extreme-right Front

National part his launched
election campaign by

pting forward 576 candi-

Moone
expected 19 win 2 maximum
or three seats in the
Nauonal Assem
n pursuing s pop:
uI antEOraton e

can-
ical main-

didates in the pol
stream.
In a system where the

on
round will to be vital for represented
both the Socialists and the ~he told The
Galists “This tim
the FN cam-  change all

paign is et be Bruno

Assemmy‘ it is kel to be
Meégre

egrel
We-claims that the FN is

going out to win the hearts
and minds of the French

Weetings
every consti

uoncy:

In partiament,”  though Le Pen himself may

ot even stand unless he can
e we aim to find a winnable seat, he
that. We are  intends to speak

the final count.

assembly was dissolved
re, and

malunly already agrees with  whict
Catherine as mayor in years
He is recognised as the

leader
her  France where the party has

mayors in_fou

Marignane, Toulon,
d most recently, his own
fief of Vitrolles. grants e

held in

i hine  heir spparet to e Pen
major French cities before

as well as bombarding their
homes with pamphlets,

strategy certainly
con seemed to work in the
Marseille suburb

and  debarred from standing on a
legal technicality,
ot e

5, s soon s the

FN

ias an impressive pedigree
with degrees from I'Ecole

included a sint n the cor-

i ‘foinea forces with Le

in 1985 and rose in Nice, we hav
Cehaily i the party v
roles  become Le Pen’s second in

pen

Northern anger: several thousand protes

Front National hopes to win =
disgruntled voters’ support

Rhone, where the Front
already has a strong pres-
ence It any P candidae s

within  three

n southeast
¢ towns:

Orange,

member of the

strategist and most powerful  people. We are winning the arty’s activism at  Nationale des Ponts et European Parliament and a
1 after leader Jean- battle of ideas and now we constituency level, accosting  Chaussées, Berkeley in  member o ovence  propaganda.
i gret is  are out to win the battle of ~ voters in the markets and  California, and a four-year — regional council
standing in the Bouches du  votes. The fact that the outside their places of work military career which U said: “We have

very strong backing in the
south, and although there
fsmt @ National Front mayor

supportérs nere. We tart

nic

Build from there.-
The party is slowly but

surely increasing its influ-  two_in

ence in the Proven

Cotes d'Azur region. With &

area is seen as
peculiarly susceptible to FN

Thirty out of 123 m
bers of the regional council

ta visit by Mégret

€ FN, and there are cur-
Teritly Between 140 and 150

the poorest area of the city,
there are two.
The department of the
var, which is made up of
communes, has 73
elected FN representatives,
with control of the navai
portof Toulon
The five most important
towns in the Alpes-
Maritimes have a total of
nine elected FN councillors,
ice, three
Cannes, two in'Menton and
two in Antibes
is confident that
the elections will reflect that
rise in support.

“The French people have
been convinced by our
ideas, but some of them

on't realise yet that
- their ideas are our ideas

said

a lot of

ality and

ce-Alpes-

IMAGINE a spin doctors worst night-
mare: candidates campaigning for re-
election are on the witness stand in a
judicial tribunal, trying to justify why
accepted thousands of
pounds from a controversial business-
man. This nightmare is real for Ireland’s
Fine Gael-led coalition government anc
Fiana Faed oppositon,
in the full glare of a “payments to
politicans” Sibanel the Tagiseach
(prime miniser) and Fine Gael leader
John Bruton must call an election before
the summer recess,
Already the hearing has proved politi-
cally embarrassing, such as when Fine
ministers found themselves defend-
ing the Ir£185,000 ($277,000) total

The Fine Gael government has gambled on re-election by retaining
its coalition with its left-wing partners, writes Annamarie Cumiskey

donations their party has received since
1982 from multi-millionaire supermar-
ket baron Ben Dunne.

In the midst of this, Dublin is rife with
rumour that the Taoiseach
early election day: 23 or 29 May o 5
June. The election will be a choice
between two potential governments that
has not been on offer for more than two
decades.

Bruton has announced that his Fine
Gael party intends to fight on a joint
platform with its current coalition part-
ners, Labour and the Democratic Left

“The prime minister is pursuing a high-
risk strategy. Previous contests have
nded 10 be decided on voters' support
or oppositon o Irland's largest polit
cal party, Fi
By fighting with is cliton partners
Bruton's conservative party risks the
exposure of policy differences with his
left-wing partners. He also knows that
10 incumbent Fine Gaelled government
has been returned for a second term.
Timarked conttast ot Brteh and
French elections, commitment to the
uropean Union s barely a footnote on

Scandal dogs Irish MPs as poll approaches

the parties' manifestos. The nearest
thing to a controversy over Europe that
recently bubbled to the surface was

hen leader of the Progressive Demo-
crats iarney accused the govern-
ment of secretly negotiating with
Brussels over water charges on Irish
households.

But the focus does not seem likely to
be on either or on the
n. Instead voters seem likely to be

Taoiseach
seven years ago in a leadership contest.

He has since withdrawn from public life,
but his name remains
Fianna Fail, which is struggling o cre-
ate an image of itself as the party that
Voters can trust.

Bertie Anern, leader of the opposition
Fianna Fail, accuses the Taoiseach of
aiming to cause his party maximum

lace just as public confidence in
B ok reaBhes e o

~van' B o~ R

RrI f‘l(-

French do
it twice —
Britons
only once

Victor Smart and
Anne-Elisabeth
Moutet explain some
vital voting differences

THOUGH they would never
admit it throughout the si
week campaign Britain's
have been sending
anda mes-
sages 10 a surprisingly small
bach of voters.
hey tend to be lower
middle class, centre-right
voters that Labour needs to

Brtin's quiry firstpast

t system is based on
the resuly party candidates
ain in 651 small constit-

victory by win-
ning over a comparatively
small number of floating
voters n key margina seas,

e o

200,000 voters in marginals
Could determine the out-
come. The electoral system
is a recipe for stable but not
consensual government

An overall majority in the
House of Commons can be
achieved even with a minor-

French voters have a
more complicated choice.
For a start, they have to vote
twice. In t-round
vote, any candidate who

er cent

favour of a better-placed
candidate in the second
rour

nd

150 to 200 are likely
10 o0 the 50-per cont o1
the total poll to be elected in
the first round. *n th first

Gt you most fike], in (e
second you vote against [the
candidate you like least];
how one observer put it
te majority of

the elected National Assem-
bly then rules. If there is no
majority, coalitions are
negotiated

in Britain, the system
militates against smaller

the second-round run-off.
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End of empires and the villains
of Europe’s second Dark Ages

HIS is a tantalising moment at which

to be writing an article. As i
the results of the British election are
ing deci the ti iting,

preside over such fretful activities, and, of

course, in the oracles known as polls
Eighteen years is a long time for a single
a democracy - too

ship of common sense, and claims to be
classless to boot, which it is not. | may well
lave to eat these unpalatable words but, if |

do, it will only mean that | have lost my faith
in the institutions which make it possible for
a pary representing a minoriy o accede to
power yet agail

"The French eiction, which is in sight but
not yet imminent, represents a system far
more sensitive towards shades of opinion
han the Briish ane. which s deigrd 1o

roduce effective government rather than
foyalty to the practcal nconvenience of
democracy.

Since speculation at such close range is
fruitless, it s more constructive to reflect on
those individuals who have marked ou cen
tury, and to distinguish between men an

ormen of destiny and mere fleshes in the

Phe middie of the 20th century was char

was the last to crumble before night fell on
this century. Hitler, Stalin an

were the villains of the second Dark Ages of
this planet. They put us

pelling a reaction from the somnolent

on our mettle, comp

UsSTINOV AT LARGE

‘Hitler, Stalin and Mussolini put us

elling a reaction

from somnolent democracies’

simplicity of
ussolini
on our mettle, com-  his native lan
democracies. By a miracle, we survived.

hen there has been the Cold War.

man is a propl
Stalin and Napoleon all had to go abroad to

Spirit. The other great man of

ury s certainly Mikhail Gorbachev,
despite the wintry shoulder

shown him by
is a cliché to say that no
het in his own country. Hitler,

is attractive but which at the same time
inspires misgivings. Naturally, Russia,
fespite its efforts to espouse artificially
ssequent

Yeltsin feels his responsibility acutely, as
though the difficultics were tansitory and
unimportant

He takes iniiatives towards China, Iran
and other contentious countries, whi
ihe logical esul of the stor sightd Drang
nach Osten (drive towards the east) by
Rato, for the time eing & purely milkary
organisation which cannot possibly disguise
itself as merely the military branch of the
European Union.

General Alexander Lebed is anather enig-
matic Russian personality, given a standing
ovation in a theatre the day he was fired by
Yeltsin - a soldier

Two conciliatory influences were predomi-

in the resolution of a problem which
seemed to defy all_common sense. Pope
John XXIII was the first, using the influence
of a humani d with all m

largely responsible for the resolution of the
Cuban missile crisis, as well as many liberat-
ing innovations within the Catholic Church

is influence and example have only grown

avish recognition for his contribution  tion as a peacemaker i and
owards peace and sanity. Also, he is a Chechnya. His language is at once harsh
politician who listens as well as speaks, rare ~and measured, that of a man in the habit of
enough to earn respect. The result is that making choices. If Russia still inspires fear

ody n ‘Gorbachev, and this may in some because of an erratic history, t
well have been his political Achilles heel US inspires fear because of its immens:
s successor  power and a tendency to take its role as

speech seems to
come easier than attention to other opin
fons. He possesses all the qualities of a
rough diamond, a truculent bonhomie which

treatms
Italy, which felt it had been
dened its fair share of for-
eign territories when these
were still up for grabs,
made every effort to estab-
1 s empie n Afic
Germany, which

Europe, with disastrous

“The dictatorship of Stalin
in the Soviet Union yielded
t0 10 system for sheer bru
tality and callousness. The
Soviet Empire, after an
impressive _show _of
resilience on the battlefield
against Italy and Germany,

Craftsmen
in top hats

PETER Willar ot things
slightly wrong in “Metal

A R
ancient craft” (issue 359). It

with the passage of time, proof of his unique

o

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

comes under crtical Scrutiny, but with the
Republicans ever at

deci-
slon seems the result of

rectly for victary to be
lads, here

oJo be continued next

S

'n.—"‘-

Sir Peter Ustinov

e of animals in scientific
and medical research has become

talworkers he | Although animal researchers vigor-

met but a group of Ham- | ously defend their right to experi-
burger Zimmerleute (car- | ment on Iing o ven the
penters), a guilc-ike associ- | - most arden a5 to ad
ation based in Bremen. that It Is mpbssibi o 3 iy the

hese werkers consicer |l e men con et
freedom of movement in dence: at best,
Europe (0 be thelr priviege. | animl fests prwme only a rough
Itinerant crat  happen in the
hor apprentcesnip (Cenr. | burman paint,
jahre), they are known as Although worldwide mi
Gesellen (journeymen: animals suffer and die as human
They usually wander about | surrogates, astonishingly the
in pairs and take on a j method has never been fuly vali-

wherever it is offered before
they settle down as Meister.

“Their outits are described
in a German encyclopaedia

They have become a rare

sight, so Millar was lucky to

meet a group of them.

Dr H Detlef Luhrsen
unich, Germany

Carbon dioxide
is no pollutant

| WAS amazed to read in

dated. It is simply assumed that
animals will correctly predict
uman responses. h

P
has called
lish a full-scale independent com-

Upon Unesco to esta-

mission to assess the scientific
validity of animal-based research
and the patential of other invesi
qatory ies not involving
use of animals.

This call for an independent
inquiry has received the s

vmures from a wide range of coun-
s, as well as humanitarian
aroups and many thousands of p
vate individuals anxious to see
reform of the present
deplorable abuse of animals in the
world's laboratories. So far,
Unesco has been reluctant to
address these central questions.

entirely consistent with its declared

im of “building a better future”.

We are convinced tha the outcome

ly mean a significant

but a

more relevant approach to medical
research and healthcare.

Is drug testing on animals really necessary?

Dr Neal Barnard, president,

Physicians

Reporae Memare,
/ashington DC,

Dr George Charitakis, President,

Greek Doctors for Responsible
Medi hens, Greece
nhard Rambeck, President,

Al

ecutive

Director, Peychologists for the

Ethical Treatment of Animals

Maryland, USA

or Roherl Sharpe, Scientfic
Directc

Recorition Agalnst it
Experiments on Animals,
St Albans, England

= YOUR profile of Ivan Ostholm
(“Scientist who took the sting out
of ulcers”, The MagAZine, issue
363), and the background o the
22 years he spent developing the
anti-ulcer drug Losec (omepra-
20le), set me thinking.

eone who was involved
with the testing of this drug at
London’s Royal Free Hospital in
the 19805 | was happy 10 give up a
few weekends to help out in what |
felt was a good cause. There was
no payment involved. The human
arug tials were closly monitored

by the hospital’s ethics committee

that | am against animal testing. |
ad in this article that
resean:hers found toxic ffects In
rats” s in dog
Fresurmably (s vt o te cary
trials before the human experi.
and in some of the “several
thousand compounds” that were
tested. Perhaps animal testing is
cessary after all. | would hate to
think that humans on such trials
would discover toxic effects and
ations.

up
an Douglas
Borello di Cesena, Italy

and sometimes memorable
matches against Israel when
they secured the play-off
position in the Asian group.
What has changec? Hore.

French

while the hamburger bars

eedy landlords are much
more of aproblem inal insult
You point to traditional - shape of the
cafés being empty, to_just un;

croissant was soggy. The

($8.70) - double the price

came in the
bill. This came
fer 50 francs

Konfused about
korrekt spelling

1 RED with grate interest

the long term it only makes

your Et Parliament  over, how is it that they now are full. Some time ago | of a cof and croissant in  Peter Millars artikel (“Spell-

News insert (issue 362) that  also play in the European thought | would have a Cannes, Geneva, Zirich or i aotic vision of

MEPS have backed tough Nations Championships?  morning caf tand @ London. o wonder the the futur”, iseue 362) on

measures to curb air pollu-  Dare | suggest this has  croissant in a “traditional®  other customers a the café Gabriel Garsia

tion by taking strong action  come about because s rench cafe on the Champs.  were Japanese. Ignorance 1s _regektion o korrekt spelling

o cut carbon dioxide emis- [slamic Asian countries Elysées. It ook five minutes  bliss. Nobody, whether rich in the spanish languige. stichuting” not to menshion
sions from motor vehicles. yoice their unwillingness to to find a waiter and he was  or poor, likes to be taken for agree holehartedly that ~words like chube, chune,
Carbon dioxide is not a pol-  play a home-and-away series unpleasant. After eventually ~a fool, e must not bekum lax chuseday etc.

utant. Anim;

MEPSs cannot distinguish
between these substances.
Steuart Campbell

E-mail: explicit

@cix.cou nallenge of playing the
Edinburgh, Scotland orael team
oelof loebex

Israel’s place Email: 100247.3030
Py . @compuserve.com
is in Oceania Woomera, South

Austraiia
COULD someane please
explain why the state of i
Israel plays its World Cup Crolssants and
prefiminary football in the ~ hamburgers

uropean groups? Until
recently, the Israeli team

played i the Asian groups, fcan influsnces such a3
a they should, geographi:  Mcbonalds and_plane
cally speakin Hollynood for the ceclne o
erennial winners of the Champs-Elysées in Paris
the Oceania group, we in  (* sme takes Thgnt from
Australia played frequent ~the Champs”, issue 363)

A possibel solushun wood
b to use the amerikan pro-
nunseeashion and say toobe,

p!
vmleu the match” approach?

e such unsporting and
Sty politca behavioor
would t

IT IS o use blaming Amer-

{aking my order, the coffee.  Nick Zintilis 1 punkchuashion of
arrived lukewarm and the  Cannes, France Zbout ofthograty bekawse in
DRAWN FROM EUROPE

BELGIUM’'S DUTROUX AFFAIR

toon and toosday. Now Im
50 Konfused that | think |
will return to standard
spelling because 1, as the

faster - or is it phaster?
Padraig A Carty
Pari

Swallows hit
by pesticides

A cortesponcent n Portugal
asks "Are

Mover” (issue 363) rather

than simply declining in
mbers. The answer is no.
Europe's swallow popula:

tion is on the decline. Pest-

icides are largely to blame,

decimating the food that

Lagos, Portugal

MiILLAR’'S EUROPE
Pornography
is the acid test
of censorship

00D intentions are often just not good
enough. Take a case in point: the Bavarian
state authorities' decision o take out an

indictment against
German branch of the online computer service
agency, erve.

“The charge against Herr Somm, ridiculously, is that
he is responsible for the propagation of pornography,

responsibilty who consider it their duty 10 act as
rdians for the rest of us.

No one would doubt that public guardians, in the
form of police and legislators, are needed to control
the potential actions of rogue m

ut do we nee

word,
the genuine aim of keeping society cl
The Interel causes all sois of problems here. OF
rather, it forces us 10 rethink the apparent answers. It
is a commonplace already that national economies
interdependent because of

interdependent because of
low of information?
e acid test

itself. One man's

|

nguage. We all understand it

e Sracise 1. butour

PETER  arisll Ve ittty
a5 well as owicualy

MILLAR  “Reigion nasa ot 0 do win

concerned with influencing society. Britain and Ireland
e one il rapped by the ypoiial moresof is
Victorian past, the other only now struggling to
escape rom & Catholc siafiacket - e th ost
repressive aws o sexual censorshp n Europe
ironically, Germany has some of the most iveral
No more than a Short strllfom the ffices of the
Bavaran usiice minisiy, which s nsigaing he
moves against , there are shops open
e i orest seing magazines hat would e legal
in London's suppose Soho, and video
Cabies whers ot oo Sk B RSO possile 0
tch uncensored sexval performances of am
every variety conceival

S0 wihat on earth i the Bavatian government up t0?
The answer is simple.

Germany's line defining what is acceptable and
whatis not may be drawn further out than that of
some other states, but some of the ma
Internet crosses it The real offence, which
authorities in Munich want to keep away from their

because there is not much call for it. But there is

‘The Internet

i H ‘would even suggeSL
is like the o eren sy
; ctons, even
atomic bomb. e Rrerican
police have had some
You cannot success, it should be
- - noted in passing. i
uninvent it. Using the Inteme a5 a
Vehide for entrapment
No amount of  ofchid sex offenders.
" But, and ths 5 the
well-meaning  keypoint
offensive materialis

self-policing
will ever truly
keep it under
control’

who they let in, but there is very litte they can do.
about the sort of character one might meet on the
other side. Cyberspace is a big place, and growing
bigger all the time.

The Itemet ke the stomic bombs vou cannot
aninventt i wil

9o away. And, again, like the
e DO, A A e Ao Wl daning
Seltpolcing il ever rly Keep it ander conral The

is to work out a way of [

Itis unfortunate, but perhaps inevitable, that it
should have been'a German authority which has
taken it upon itself o run his test case. Germans have
had a lot of experience with censorship. We do not
need reminding of the repression of the Nazi regime,
and a further 17 millon Germans have ony recenty
‘emerged from communist censorshi

"The Federal Repubic of Germany s, by contrast,
amode of ineraliam in s quarantaes of he rights of
the individual. Yet it has retained one element of
Gonsorship aneeded i ihe et of Europe: 1

of humour failure to
defy even national stereotypes

The problem with the legal action now set in motion
is that it is done for the be

ihere. But you

prosecuting a doorway in order to punish someone
on the other side of i. The Interet offers a world of
possibilties, but it also lays down lenge: open

inds need to control what they et in. There is no.
morality that can be imposed that s greater, or more.
effective, than that which is felt. It is time o Grow up.
Then the “adult” material will not be a threat,
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samoee - A pase heads out to sea

= MOSCOW: Dubbed the  vosevic, a_judge in
“Dolinappers”, thieves who ~ Serbia’s supreme cour
ran off with President Boris  Who was elected D'ei‘ﬂeﬂl

Veltsin, ultra-nationalist ~ of the association ORWEGIAN religious grounds in a rare moving account of lie in a  Island and other coral atolls
opponent Viadimir Zhirl ering roup Kvagr.ruling by immigration R Concentration camy might have been populate
novsky and former finance B VIENNA: Austrian dis- and the  authorities. e Anniversary voyage: from South America

Umled States navy A spokesman for the Nor- Fifty years after Thor Heyer- Calling himself the “spiri-

minister Alexander Livshits ~ satisfaction with

the
are demanding a ransom  European Union is running | moved ahead on a project  wegian Organisation of Asy- dahi’s Kon-

xpedition tual son of Heyerdahl”,

for thelr return, writes at an alltime high at 64 | with aerospace giant Boeing lum Seekers (Noas) said the showed that ancient peoples ~ Spanish expedition leader
Miranda Anichina. er cont, a survey Showed | 1o build the world's first  decision was taken after ¢'a from ica may Kitin M d his tri

The attzckers broke into o 28 April. Only 34 per | mobile offshore air base.  pressure from the United  highly regarded book about have sailed the oceans, a would show the Easter
the Mosflm studios and - cent of those polled saw | A feasibilty study fo the ~ Nations High Commission  her experiences, has died new fraie boat has setout [slanders were not solted
made off With puppets greater advaniages from | ambitious 1.700m floating for Refugees (UNHCR). The ~ aged o across the South Pacific. . from cultures to the West, f

which appear in the Kukly ~EU membership. iy and tro0p Carriey G comiried to Chritionty  “Seess was jailed in The Spanish-led expedi- even though they lacked abila to
satircal TV show, modelled _ Asked how they would | will now be prepared. without her family knowing,  Norway in 1043 for her tion left Easter Island on 27 materials for boat-building
s Sptng ot vole ware tnere & vote pest | T Project, dubbed Sea and er ife was believed 6 work against tne Nest octur  April on the Mata Rangi. & Avalanche fear: Heavy t

et producer Vasily week, 62 per cent of those | Base, comprises three linked  be in danger. jes. She was tortured and  30-metre-long reed vessel, snow forced authorities in mee

Grigoryey said filming  polled said they would | platforms which would be  Noas Spokesman Heini laced in solitary confine: 1o show that local peoples the northern village of
ol ot 6 Giruptes! Gppase U memosraiip | forge nough o atow e ngel sl on 26 orl it et o s yeor bt s may hav had links v Hammerlest o evaeuate | Moyt
The studio has several sec-  while 36 per cent would | Winged aircraft up to the lecision was a wise one. to give information. In ouf ople because oputu
on-rate, surplus models of  vote in favour. a2 of o Mcornel Doelas 1L I rare hat Narwetar 1944, $ho was sont tothe _ Americanculur of the risk of avlanches
VEIGin and Zhirinovsky  Austria joined the €U | C-17 o land and have ang  authories gant asylm on - Raversbrck concentation More than two metrés of | m LUBUMBASHI: Rebel
with which viwers will and its exchange rate | space for 10,000 troops. religious grounds, and this camp in Germany. jammerfest, | leader Laurent Kabia was
have 1o make do until new mechanism i’ January Fuling: A Muslim  decision could represent - Afer the war. che wrote a which claims o be the | Sad to be ready 16 moet
Boiets o oot " 1535 aer mote than tn, | ol has boen ofantad asy.  more lenient prachce of A% book. Maybe Tomor ow,  Tiki for & 101-day v world's northernmost town. | Zare'a Presidont Mobaiu

However, the thieves thirds of Austrians voted in | lum in Norway on purely  lum policies RGeS reuioners prated 544 Which showed (3t Easter  Further falls were forecast. | coee Seke oamonnorn
failed to recognise Livehits, favour of i the Atlaniic Ocean’,
saying i el ansom call  reierendum inJune 1602 2ocorting o the rebel

e ot Yo Tt 1T ey, nducied n e e e

noiety S omeaoyn ot s s oo | Vandals De ors attacke A

glasses.” questioned were against direct, the first and the only
o

the single currency and eeting between President
= BELGRADE: Serbia's that approval for the cura wreck . Kabila and Mobutu.” said
Judges, el reputation tar- {8l 0 21 per cent from 27 rebel miniter Bzima Karaha.
hished by IsSt year's elec. per Cent ayear Tefering o Kabia by she e
the rebel have given

Y ago
A graves
government on 27 April. ® LONDON: Suspected

FORMER European Comm-

were strugging o vack
ission President Jacques dowr

sancs ofrfugees

serbia's Courts are. RA bomp hreats paral Delors was hit in the face e
believed to be controlled ysed British motorways and GERMANY with a custard a instead. BA asked French campswhen rebels.
by President Slobodan  the country's two main i French election rally in  authorities to transfer all its | amved. Kabila has given the

ir-
Milosevic and his ruling ports, provoking traffic | VANDALS wrecked the Grenoble. Two assailants flights to Orly from 1 May. | UN two months to evacuate

Socialis part Saos just 46 hours before | gravestones of 29 Second rushed at Delors, 71, as he  An association representing | al refugees from the coun-
cting on government the general elaction on | World War slave labourers walked t0 the podium 4 airlines at Charles de
orders. the bourts 1ast 1 May in the eastern city of Gotha He suffered a slight cut~ Gaulle have voiced concern | N @\\/ hop @
November annulled an  Thausands of commuters | in what is thought to be a but went ahead with his ~ over security there. P
opposton siection victory _drang o the Brteh cap: | MGG exremistattack campaign speech for the  Air Algerie resumed flying
Serbia's major cities, ital were trapped in the irty-one other graves at opposition Socialist party  out of Paris on 25 April after for eace
Including the  capital. motorway alere but Prime | the cemetery were also van- after wiping blood and shav-  a two-year gap as Paris and
Belgrade Minister Jonn Major vowed | dalised, including three ing foam from s face. Algiers quarrelled over secu-

A group calling itself the ity after the 1994 hijacking | iy,
committee against _the of an Air France jet in | B JERUSALEM: israel's
Maastricht treaty on Euro-  Algeria by Muslim militants. | foreign minister was due to

The move triggered the government would | graves containing victims of
months of street protests never bow to pressure from | Wartime air raids. At six
and caused a deep crisis in Irish Republican Army | Sites, crosses were ripped

the country’s judicial terrorists. and rammed into the an union claimed respon.  Travel chaos: Thousands | meet US Secretary of State
system. 1 Gon hink the Briish | 9rount Upside down. sug. sibiity for the attack. of travellers faced serious | Madeleine Albright in
of judges then people are going to be | gesting the desecrations Delors said he would not ~ delays during a pay strike | Washington on 2 May in an
spoke against the abuse of moved by this. They have | could also involve a satanic file a police complaint but  announced by air-traffic | eflort (o restart the stalled
courts, but the formation  made their judgment of th it police sai added that the attack controllers israeli-Palestinian peace
ssociation ® Gan't cow them.~ | The slave workers' graves showed that violence lurked e workers at Orly air- | talks.
Serbia's Judges is the first he contained the remains of just below the surface of port called a 24-hour stop- | _ Israeli media reports said
organised. atempt 1o g Tae IRA, fighting to oust | E1gh Lithuanians an 21 French politics page from 6am on 1 May | that Foreign Minister David
independence from the Britain from Northern | Latvians forced to work for Airline fear: British Air- demanding bonuses on days | Levy was invited because of
state in 50 years. eland staged o ey of | the Nazis ways, angered by a refusal with a heavier workload. Air | US frusiration with Prim

fo step up securly around affic was aready partally | MiniterSinyamin
Air Algérie flights to Charles  blocked at Orly by srikers | Netanyahu
de Gaulle in Paris, has asked  at Air France's domestic air- | but Levy dismissed them

We want to protect the  bomb attacks and hoaxes | _Gag Sought: The govern-
honour and dignity of our  on roads, railways and air. | Ment is seeking to ban pub-
professon and fesore the  port hroughout he elec. | I Satements by a spoestran

citizens' trust,” said Zoran  tion campaign. for the Peruvian rebels who | Target: Delors after the attack by Maastricht protesters  permission to fly to Orly  line, TAT and Air Liberté The conversations are
held hostages for four and a expected to focus on ways
half months at the Japanese o tenew the faltering peace

embassy in Lima,

Divisions may |. e Unions win fresh deal on jobs |

lazco, threatened retribu-

. don ater Peruvian solders | BUSINESS and union leaders during a Spanish Givil War bomb- | Palestne and lsrael. but
O | B o ramschonone. oo D ETTO s S panes st e
e a e eC I O n the hostages and killed all | reform pact on 28 April, Exp“‘éd “I'want to take responsibility for | controversial decision to
14 Tupac Amaru rebels. | 10 create jobs and encolrage long-  severance and health benefits, this past, and expressly acknowl-
Interior Minister Manfred | term investment Undor the deal, the Spanish edge the biame of German pitots | - S cldam

JUSTICE minister Spartak Kantner was to ask Ham- | | Antonio Gutierrez, head of the  Employers” Confederation agroed  volved” n the Aprl 1937 atack,
Nojela warned on 25 April [ (TN burg AnorLs o eS| Worlers” Commission Union,<ald Lo promote fong-term jabs Wwhle  Herzog wrots in a message caried
At bitter disagreements At it thy cal i | T wasn€ oy, DUt WS have  unlons sgreed o lower the days 10 ha o by Garman ambaseacer honoured
mong i plical prte caused by the collapse o | Velaco fom maang poi | exchanged pay. per year an receivein  Henning Wegen
could Gerall plans to hold & pyramid Saving schemes | cal statements 1 101 Jobs, and précariousneds Severance pay Ifom 46 Lo 35 under 1t was the firstever public atone- | buid on disputed ertory
General clection next month  most Albanians ad ivested | - The oravian vias granted | for stabilic. Rew “indefinite contracts” ment by Germany for the attack. | m BAGHDAD: raq marked
Sht thus scutle hopes of in. many believe the new | poltical ssylm afer arrv | Unions had argued that busi-  war apology: Gorman President The firSt air bombardment of an | Brecilont Sacias
ending Albania’s wrmoil. - general elecions would help | Ing in Germany in 1993. | nesses had relied too heavily on Roman Herzo expressed grief for  undefen mortalised by | Fiucsors ot brinday on

Nojela said that the main ease tensions. But with most | Under asylum law, his right | temporary contracts often given to most terrible atrocities” Picasso's masterpiece Guernica, | 28 April with a miltar

e
inflicted on the town of Gue

dispute centred on how the of the 3.2 million population | to political activity may be | younger workers to avoi killed up to 1,650 people. parade in
would be armed, it is far in if he makes inflam- Tikrit and held street parties.

s remorion repre: "Wa iack basic election | town” o1 “Brantsnborg | m PHILADELPHIA: Pres Out oF AMERICA sitation o deadly govern- | coloonesi soes o
sentation, which guarantees infrastructure: we don’t | unveiled a memorial to the | ident Bill Clinton told a con- ment standoffs near Waco | the country were put aside.
even smaller parties seats in have voter lists anymore, as | victims of Hitler's euthana- | ference on community ser- America’s 15 million at-risk  for 12 hours by a militant and at Ruby Ridge, Idaho. Life-size its ar
parliament. public offices in many towns | sia policy on 27 April at the | vice that citizens had a duty ~ children by the year )0, separatist group said on banners with slogan:

The governing Democratic  have been burnt, and many | site where Nazis built heir | 1o volunteer if they wanted  With the help of mentors,  April they believed their ® SANTA MONICA: The | pledging loyalty (o Saddam
Party of President Sali people have left the coun- | first gas chamber to kill the | a brighter future. safe places to learn, medical -~ armed captors were willing lu ige who presided over 0J street corners in
the present system of direct _The Italian-led N force is | _Information plagues and | your community to help Joe and Margaret Ann me former football star's Cals decorated with his

representation, where large  continuing to patrol in | stones marking the outine | mke it a belter place." e % GEORGLA: Defence Rowe were taken prisoner  request for a e il on 28 | porat and buning n the
parties can shut out smaller towns and_cities of the buildings tell visitors | said on the first day of the Secretary William Cohen by three armed members of  April, and insisted the $33.5m | plack, white, green and red
ones completely. attempt to restore mmmy of the fate of 9,000 people | Presidents’ Summit for said that the United States the Republic of Texas group © the | of the Iraqi flag cruised city
‘After months of unrest,  in advance of the election. | gassed to death America’s Future. N il
He underscored his mes-  Weaponry so it could dor o e an empry | Superior Court une | D] G
sage on 28 April with a nate future baltles - a strat. ~threat. If somebody comes  Hiroshi Fujisaki said he e ross
"'at egy one senior defence offi- ~shooling in your door, they found no validity to defence

i) national “call to action” at .
ema appeals to far le national cal o actior 3 o0, Fara wou e Y Rowe said, Come o ot maconduct
Independence Hll backed - 0L 2010 1o threc hew i muband s rperod by of s et Sonpetn enia

Carter and Ford and former ﬁghnerawcraﬁ shrapnel from the shooting. ~ would be unable to pay the

THE leader of the largest win the post because of | first lady Nancy Reagan. jon't want to engage e Rowes were released damages awarded to the | streets, their homs mamg
pare T Soverng | RN Voot . Marcalto | "o ol oo in 8 A A O aly s U G W 90 ot Eole srown | & KA LR 8
oaliion, P0S leade dolin, Who was running | nity saryice. reflecte s fary war of alrition,” Cohen is demanding a referendum  Smpson or Ron Coldman's | Seid on 38 A e 1w
Massimo Aloma, d the communists' help Iur re-election as mayor of | change in the political land- Said in a speech on 28 April on independence for Texas,  family, who attended the | “absurd" o Suggest that it
Sopeated on 20 ABKI K5 1o selont e coneriom The oIl IR o | e e 3t the Unveroty of Georga. _ Swapped: hem for a Jaled  hearing, e e
the far-left Communist leaders in the 11 May run- Clauzetto, north of Venice, | has joined Republicans in “We want to dominate member arrested on 27 April Simpson, who was acquit- | microphones into the
Refoundation to act resp- offs. Communist Party was spurned by his fellow | endorsing smaller govern- ~across the full spectrum of ~ on a weapons violation. ted of Ihe June 1994 mur- | Japanese ambassador’s
onsibly following first- leader Fausto Bertinotti vlllagers Only 252 of the | ment and greater personal conflict so that if we ever do However, the group ders of Ms Simpson and | mansion, where Marxist
round local polls which indicated the political 639 oters cast a ballot, initiative to help solve fight, we win on our terms.”  remained barricaded in the ~ Goldman, was then sued by | rebels were holding 72
had strengthened itshand.  price could be high. eaving him short of me America’s problems. Cohen said he wants a resort and vowed on 29 their Iam\lves in civil court | postages.

In the mayoral elections  Prodi relies on the com- mmimum 50 per cent plus |~ “The era of big govern- ~flexible force prepared to  April that they had no plans and hel Th .
in Milan an in, candi- - munists for his majority in  one needed to make the | ment is over but the era of fespond to missions ranging 10 surrender to authorities. e U‘E ability to | hidden in a chess piece,
dates backed by Prime  the lower house, and Ber-  election valid big challenges is not,” from embassy evacuations ~Self-styled ambassador of b the punitive dam. cuches and a i - Save
MH\S[ er Rumann Prodi's tinotti has use - olil Clinton told the crowd. to full-scale war. the separatists, Richard Fujisaki said, noting | police an intimate
ol alition  tion to wrest concessions “Let’s Change summit’s long-range McLaren, has threatened to \hal Simpson would be able knnw\edge of me guerrillas’
(ravled hehmd mose of the  on legislati rticularly  electoral list, will Iose ms goal is to improve the lives ™ FORT DAVIS, Texas: A  resist any attempt to arrest ~ to earn enough money to | daily routine.
centre-right. on social spending. osition as mayor, and the | of at least two million of married couple held captive him and compared his help pay the award. The agenc

In V;osehcmes ar d m Low mrrmul The sole village will be run by a delivered food and clothes
several other municipali- candidate for mayor in an 0 PP cels (0 he hosiages, has
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The Italian premier’s vision remains undimmed: monetary union and welfare reform

IN A little under a year.

woec. PrOAI’s EUropean g
faces its toughest hurdle

spending and included some
of next year's income in this
ar's accounts, while defer-
ing some of 1997’S costs to
1998 accounts.
Al that was not enough.
he government asked

objective, Prodi had added,
he would not hesitate to
iand in his resignation.
Ts it really necessary that
ttaly signs up for monetary
on 1 January 19997
Would it not be preferable
0 slow the pace and dillte
fthe the bitter medicine that
biggest opposition party  Italians will have to swallow
(Forza Italia) red  durin © these ques-
together 50,000 “angry men  tions Prodi responds firmly
g women In the SHgets of  that f taly were {0 remain
Rome, alltired of handing to  outside EMU, the jud
the Italian state, on average,

iis clear
Everything that is, except
the reasons why it is essen-
teria and participate from tial that Italy participates in
the first day in economic  EMU. In principle, nothing
and monetary union. If the  prevents Italy from putting
government fails in this  its accounts in order without

Union sage

who holds

the key to
reforms

SK Sergio Cofferati
the leader of Italy's
biggest trade union,
Call,

how he intend
to oppose Romano Prodi's
proposals for reform of the
welfare state and he will
recite Thomas Mann not
Karl Marx.

‘Quoting the German nov-
elist, Cofferati said: “Time
cools. Time calms. No mood
remains unchanged with the
passing of the hours.” A
penchant for pithy observa-

PORTRAIT
SERGIO
COFFERATI

mer communist Demo-
cratic Party of the Left in
power, Cofferati, with his
ive million members, is un-
doubtedly the main player.

tions may b reason  He has already asked the
why Italians call him il ~centre-left government to
cinese (the Chinaman) ut its proposal for welfare

‘man with ittle time for  reform on the table. If it is

not 1o his taste, then Prodi

Htaly to-use his brain rather
than his lun

rodi braces himself
for drastic structural reform,

oaded by recent sugges:  unionim'sbiggest victory in
tions that italy may struggle  recent memory: a gen:

16 iy for e st raina  Soce, thven mior on the
of monetary union, Coff- ~streets climbdow

from which Berlusconi and
his government never really
recovered.

Marco Contini, economics
editor of the leftwing news-
paper Il Manifesto, said:
“Do not be deceived by
appearances. When it comes
to negotiating, Cofferati is a

erati's agreement will be
crucial to his success.

thought, in taly it is un-
thinkable for a government
to broker any major social

reform without . Killer. 1

With little  erati saig” “in

. years of

time for trade unionism,

ons . N ave never

Rireaday ideological reached

rumours of ! o negotia

special govern- tions with an
o, rhetoric,

Set up to i is worse than
Sairessherars - COfferati ... G
e — e

country's three trade unions
high on th list of partici

In principle, Cgil agrees
that the welfare state is due
an overhaul. In practice, it

“Thi communist Call. the Gl fo FeGrganieabion ot

istian Democrat Uil and  reductions. Why, asks Coff-
the Socialist-dominated Cisl ~ erati, Italy’s entry
are called the “triple into Europe depend on cuts
alliance” by the media. But in a sector where national

expenditure as a percents
of GDP is 2.7 per cent less
than the European average?

crats and
virtually defunct and the

Sergio Romano argues that communists
are holding the government to ransom

binding itself to all the
requirements of the Maas-
tricht treat

It could adopt a position
similar t0 that of Britain. In
theory. it could participate
in the single market an ust as in the
give quarantees of financial bt available ruling Y
tability to its European ropean because only
partners without adopting  can force Italy to
the euro and renouncing its  apply the rigorous precepts
monetary sovereignty. of financial orthodoxy. The

i knows how  government is pro-European

unrealistic this vision i

ere it not for the discipline
that European obligations
impose, Italy would struggle
desperately to fin
itself the strength to drasti-
cally reduce its arrears, and

would find itself battling
against a new coalition from
the left and the right, claim-

his compatriots in this lan-
guage. The biggest Italian
paradox is that the country
has a prime minister who
believes in the euro and in
he political consequences

GDP. Italy’s government  of monetary union, but who

confronted the three main
causes of ltaly's financial
a costly and ineffi-

cent health system. & pen-
n system which is too
generous, and & public sec.

amble

is sustained by a ragbag
majority in which there are
groups which o not share
those views.

e of these groups, adopt other measures more
Rifondazione Communista, ~compatible with the pro-
the hardliners of the old gramme of Rifondazione
Communist Party, the EU is  Now time has run out

a “capitalist plot” to destroy
the welfare state and cripple
the unions.

Europe but he has to keep

the publication of the e
barrassing report in which

uropean Commission
placed ltaly with Greece as
M

to curry favour with the
Refoundation on which his
power depends.
The paradox of Prodi’s
r conse-
depend on Rifondazione, the
pro-European gamble will
be lost. If it succeeds in
extricating itself from the
communists, Htaly can do it

Sergio Romano is
leading Italian political
commentator

As a result, it has not

Cool under pressure: Cgil's leader must placate the union's five

But that position is not radi-
cal enough for some. Coff-
erati may be to the left of
Prodi, but he is decidedly to
right of Fausto Bert-
inotti, leader of the neo-
manxist Rifondazione Com-
munista.
Bertinoti, ironically a for-
Cgil man, was once in
tine t0 lead the union. Now
is party’s votes prop Up the
ent majority in par-
liament. Herein lies Cofferati’s
Cofferati makes no effort
to conceal his distaste for
the manner in which Rif: 1n tu
ondazi votes to
Rold the. Ilallan govemment

same thing: the workers.”
But not only workers. “You
have o read the name of the
union very carefully. It's the

Cail looks after the gen-
eral interests of Italians
from cradle to grave. It con-
cerns itself with all corers

P a clear econ-
omic programme with Ri union's members
said last are collecting benefits that
year. “It is hopeless that we are now threatened
make an agreement with  welfae reform,
Prodi, only to change it at offerati likes to tell a
the first sign of dissent flom  story. about an slderly
Rifondazione. woman who stopped him at
The Bertinotti-Cofferati a demonstration to talk
fivairy s set to spil over  about the pight o her sons
into the welfare reform thought she wante
ik Contint Said. “They  talk Shoct uromployment
will never see eye to eye. Instead it was pensions. The
Both claim (0 represent the eldest son was 61,

yet be reali

youngest 58. A family of ~chemical industry in 1978,

tr
is changing,” said Cofferati. o make unpopular decisions

If Cofferati is forced to by negotiating a nationwide
sell an unpopular agreement  restructuring of the industry
o his followers, it will not —that cost many hundreds of
be the first time in his 23- workers their jobs.

e broke with Cyil tradi-
tion by signing an agree-
ment that guaranteed bene-

ar figure in the. PIrelli fits for chemical workers
Bicocea factor still in work,
ilan. It was ...isthe  but which left
Cofferat's job . N those laid off
check the antithesis to fend for
efficiency of fth themselves,”
his comrades - said Contini.
with a s of the Cofferati had
watch combative  woken italian

ver, he irade i Up
main i to the more
totally isolated  UNION MAN 521" oo
Spiril  — i et woUId
the times. Cofferati characterise the 1580s. But
Signed up as a rade unionist  the cold wind of economic
in'1974 and took the Com-  austerlty is now,if anything.
munist Party card. “They ~ blowing
Were years in which you felt  “The government knows
U had to commit your-  that Cofferati is the key to
Sel.he recals oday. winnin
reform. ft m
it side.” said Contin,

union’ secretary for the Chris Endean

ltalians feel the pinch of tightening budgets

ITALIANS want t0 be a part of  Masstrisht treaty But that was Michele Puccioni on
o and monetary union, ot the entir "
but are rebelling in increasing ' Soon distovered how increasing disquiet thing
numbers against the high econ-  superficial that result was.” said  over the cost of EMU
omic price of joinin rofessor Renat eimer.,
According to a recent study  the chairman of Ispo and one of
carried out by Ispo, the Milan- the most prominent Italian poll- one-off” In Mannheimer's  answer
based Institute of Public Opinion  sters. “When confronted with the ~ opinion the variations have sev- because

eral explanations
First, no serious

ever seriously explained to the

public the pros and cons of some-  Prodi with a
like the

“This is why when faced with a

adical and permanent readjust-

ment of the welfare state, the

always thought that Europe was
a gain with

structural reform leaves Romano
single currency.
governments’ finances would
inevitably mean cuts o the wel-
fare state.
rodi exploit the Italian
public’s goodwill towards Eur-
ope sufficiently to push through
asures that this

becomes negative,
most_Italians have

N0 costs, a matter of  the welfare me

I
start to dissolve when it ebate about Europe has ever ~ Shaking hands between neigh:  same public o
e economic pain necessary to  nent changes to the health and - taken place in Italy, where o bouring states. The precise  Mannneimer concludes: “The
qualify for EMU's tight conver- pension systems? 60 pe party or political movement is culture and requirements of ~government is now facing diffi
gence criteria. answered o’ opposing further integration. Brussels are not so easily under-  cult decisions which could easily
Winen asked if they wanted to “By contrast, amost the same  This absence of confrontation - stood by talans.” lead to further unpopularity. It is
er  number, 58 per cent, answered has meant that Italians some- {ecent raport by the Euro-  untrue that the talians would

“go further into Europe”, 96
in

cent of those interviewed by Ispo ‘yes' if the Brice was a one-off _ times have a fairly basic under-
answered s one would  sacrfice, such as the Euro-tax  standing of the costs and bene-
pect from pernaps he mast  imtrodueicin gk yesr's buder, e of the

fervent supporters of the

accepted precisely because it

Second, he argues, nobody has

pean Commission, which pre-
Bt il

eligible for the first wave of
monetary union in 1999 without

would not be are ready to do more
than they have done, but you can
far

only push them so

PLus ¢cA CHANGE

Animal rights
endanger an
ancient culture

HO are these

tussily performing
Srange rial outdde the

House of Commons in L]
London? To the beat of

the drum they burn

lemon grass and sage

RONALD
PAYNE

gentemen of France, the
United States ar

Engiand who ongnally
conjured up such rights
for themselves. A wide

much as making the
slightest mention of such
i affairs. | have to

could beneft fom 2 spol

of renewal, either young peopi

o pastoral Vet nothing seems to

Butno, th rtualtsin - deterthe enthusiasm of
jestion were o ose single-issue

dirent kind of mission.
They were tribal chiefs

of the Indigenous

Canadian population,

lobbyists whose motto
seems (o be: “Let’s go
out and do something
good, and hang the

Known in less consequences.”
enlightened times as Red _ The animal rights.
indians. We can now be  groups have already

of peace stuff that

10 be fed up The wearers of su
For Chief Ovi garments have been set
Mercredi, national chief  upon. spat upon an
of the assembly of First  insulted. A woman friend
iations and others of the ine who is a
proud Cree, Ojibwa and  American television
r was given a dire

plead a difficult cause in mid-wint he

with the European Union. ~ Middle East o Greenland
he fascinating feature  and sensibly bought a fur

of that cause s that oat on the spot, “Wear

that on air and you are

cultural frontiers ever dead,” said the producer.
ickier than the ones of What intrigues me an
old Europe. What these  what brings us to
distinguished leaders Contral paadox hinted at

al the brothers and sisters

oupe " ‘Chief  waue "™
gt Mercredi oo
e, Isasking - forComaden
e Brussels o
saue’\e who not to ban lr\g\g‘gngeld
imangns_fUr traps’ Qs
above all — 1es

else. But the North
American Indians, who
inhabit a tougher an

less comfortable region, Indi
do notsee tings e ceranly emmeu bt
the same light sympathy. F

et g23  cbmunyof b they were

indigenous communities
in Canada are hunters by
nature. about their business in

“Their culture and the
ifestyle are based on

considered huntinga ~~and Britain able to equip
relatively harmless imself with  hunting
business, especially by knife and a rile seemed
comparison with the. eager to set

grab its hunting grounds
for their farms.

Itis not oo diffcult to
imagine the dilemma
facing any nice European
liberal having to balance

of warmth
towards those people of

mink, beaver and fox.

available. So the with the desire to do
question arises, if we ban  something about th
those exports arewe  sufferings of wild animals
simply tuming the poor  hunted by thost

old indians into tourist  Indians.

fodder as peddlers of There is a puzzle to

tribal omarments? In such  keep an eamest young

person awake at night

s many have i0es me

already, to alcohol. bout that one good
Chief Mercredi putit  deed despoils another?

even more strongly: “If | think | can e

help. For years France
has made use of the
concept that although in
strict law some
unsuitable institution,
like a brothel may

northern Eurc being tolerate
Tespectfor Inose animals bit more tolerance, a
and a scor bit less single-ssue zeal
activists who have taken  might just help us all to
it upon themselves to Ul long beter Less
invest the creatures of  vociferously demanded
the wild with “rights”. ights, especially

re is, permitme  animal
0 point out, quite a
difference between
animals in the wild and My vote goes to Chief
the 18th-century country  Mercred,
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Clinching victory: Buvaisa Saitiev (right) on his way to gold in Atlanta

Wrestling with
national pride

BUVAISA Saitiev hopes to retain

Chechnya in the Olympics,
his Eu

for & lapse that
soured the greatest day of his
sporting career, writes Gennady
Fyodorov.

Already world and European It
champion, Saitiev stood on the
Olympic podium a year ago|
walching what he considered a

Olympic

Toreign flag raised in his honour. 1t was about 2am in Chechnya

Saiiev had won gold in the 74 when Iocal television broadcast
Kilogram freestyle event for ~ Saitieu-s final. No one in his
Russia at the Aflanta games by home town of Khasavyurt was
beating defendin ion  asleep and his homecoming, a

breakaway republic of Chechnya,  fleet

mpetin

lic's fia ‘e other ban-  devoted Muslim, the wrestler
ners, “There were many Chech-  prayed up to six times a day even
ens in the crowd who came to  in the days of the Soviet regime,
cheer me on but none had  uich outave

brought our flag," he recalled. drue Muslim, not one
“Wheh | walked t the podium | who g jon recently

i
Zhe ettt ton e sl

His Atlanta triumph brought a
$100,000 bonus from the Russian

wanted to hold two flags

Chechen and one Russian.
Although Saitiev does not feel

animasity towards his R

team mates, he says that he is  used to buy a Mercedes. Saitiev
often reminded of s origins, insets money s unimporiant
‘When all Russian  he lives in a two-room flat — b

Olympic champions it side by
side, the cameraman always
chooses to focus on a native
Russin. e sl

That is why Saitiev said his
st goa wes 10 represene

was offered more fallowing the
Olympics

In't take a thing
would§ Tobk Siting Srunted
by al that wealth, when many of
our people go hungry’

Monaco relives golden era

Stars from Formula One's
glorious past are heading
for Monte Carlo, reports
Jonathan Noble

OTOR RACING aficiona.
dos reckon the sight of

ishing street circuit of the Monte
Carlo grand prix is one of the
best in sport
4 May, a week
before this year's Monaco grand
prix, there will be a prospect
more outstanding when the
largest-ever gathering of old
grand prix cars roars into the
principality for the Grand Prix de
fonaco Historique.
first time

Tast April,alinough the real hard
work started six weeks ago.”

The event's seven races, put
together as part of celebrations
to mark the 700th anniversary of
Monaco's Grimaldi dynasty, are
guaranteed (o excite an expected
crowd of 10,000 people.

Every single type of pre-1967
grand prix Bugatti, Alfa Romeo,

there, as well as a host of sports

cars and a prewar D-Type Auto

Roaring success: Juan Manuel Fangio at the wheel of his Maserati 250F in the 1957 French Grand Prix
in Rouen. That year he won the world championship, one of five titles the Argentine secured

publi an unrivalled glimpse of

One’s glamorous past ~
cven Defore racing jtsel Starts
around the full grand prix street

famous quayside, allowing the circuit.

Collectors eye grand prix riches

P

Champion material: Senna's 1987 race suit

FANCY a yellow race suit worn by the late
Ayrton Senna during the 1987 grand prix
season? What about one of Michael
Schumacher's pized hemets? Or perhaps
21967 Rolls Royce Silver Shadow

ahuge amount of circuit memorabilia, go
under the hammer in Monaco on 5 May to
coincide with the Grand Prix de Monaco
Hisorque
called Les Grandes Marques, is

the S5 of s kini 0 be organised n he
principality by Brooks, the London-based
Buctoneer, which s noping for a total of
£2millon (53.2m) for the 633 ot

Two cars in particular stand out,
accoring to Brooks's managing director
for Europe, Simon Kidston: the only sports-
racing Ferrari, a 2255 Spider, to win the
Monaco grand prix, in 1952; and a 1957

Ferran 250GT Tour de France
de France is extraordinary in
et s <ol ihout ressrve prie, his s
extremely unusual,” sai 1 would
Say L1 worth about £350,000. There are
some serious collectors interested.”
It has taken Brooks since last summer to

‘compile the auction, with items arriving in
m across the world.

/ou an idea of the sale’s

prestige, the 2255 Ferrari has belonged to

those offered. Either the cars weren't in
jh condition of the owners
wanted to0 muct ndrew Warshaw

Leading the star names of the
past will be B

ing former grand prix champion
Phil Hill

But the drivers may well find
the attentions of spectators
diverted by some of the truly leg-
endary cars that will take part,

chilli Varzi's winning

champlonship and the Alfa
Romeo 1
This ot car, nicknamed the
fet o its first grand prix
in 1348, o vears HeTon
worla championship began and

1930s, one for pre-1951 grand
prix cars, one for 195460 and,

erhaps the most spectacular,
fhe pro-1968 grand prix cat
race, there will be plenty of
opportunities to discover just

The years during which these
magnificent cars were raced was
an era when the input of drivers
s o ar mor tan ¢ ocs

Fangio, five- times world cham-

ics, 25 per cent driver and luck
it Is 95 per cent car. It
is simple to prove. A driver can
emerge in a good new car,
become world champion and a
year later disappear to the back
of the queue. Driving skill hardly
counts an, 3
Spectators in Monaco should
therefore revel in the of

why 50 many people are intoxi-
cated by the sport.

e
Cars are like girls,” Moss
ned,

he same thrill f
beautil i, the thril of et
ting them to respon

THIS WEEK ON

MOTORCYCLING

FOOTBALL

ICE HOCKEY

***

ﬂﬂ.ﬂ’ﬂlli

The Motorcycle World Championship season reaches Europe and
the Spanish Grand Prix: can Max Biaggi triumph in the
250cc race for the second year running ?

2 - 4 May, LIVE, The Spanish Grand-Prix, Jerez
Max Biaggi could come under pressure from Britain's
rising star Jamie Robinson

7 May, The UEFA Cup Finl, Frst Leg, Schalke 04 v Inter Milan
The first of the season's major European finals brings
together one of the giants of football, Inter Milan against
the relatively unknown German team Schalke 04

1 - 14 May, LIVE, The World Championship, Helsinki

Tore Strand and
Bill Scott on the
country’s sole player
in the world's top 50

BEING Norway's only known
tennis player on the ATP

our can sometimes be
fonely. But Christian Ruud

emed

travel alone, now at least |
have a coach.”

If there was ever an omen
that Ruud would become a

it was

s born during the
U8 Gpen o 137 and ehors
to take up the game 14
years later after trying other
Sports on offer at school. I
started having good results
and won the Norwegian
championships a few weeks

& sport werth tying oven i

it is only the 10th most pe
ular in Norway

Rarely has a sportsman in
any country been so domi-
nant in his particular field.

found new sponsors and at
last won financial support
from the Norwegian tennis.
association

‘While his rise has been

Christian Ruud: passed milestone with win over Kafelnikov

Pattrson,

football and ice hockey rue

s a Swede.
is country’s only
credibig tennis competitor,

TENNIS

Edrosport, the No 1
Europe and al

Finland play host to the best teams in the world

: 5-11 May, LIVE, The German Open, Hamburg
The fourth Mercedes Super 9 of the year bring together
Muster, Becker, Agassi and Rusedski for the $2.3m
prize fund

sports TV channel for Europe, covering the best action from
round the world, is available via cable and satellite.

Ruud himself almost gave
up the game five years
There was no money in
Norwegian tennis and the
future looked bleak

Then, in the 1992 Bar-
celona Olympics, he played
Boris Becker. The German
champion ha 0 pul out is

thrilling match which lasted
minutes.

That was the tonic for

Ruud. He kept on playing,

(‘VAN- MAC -

@eoe

Ruud awakening lifts

Norwegian hopes

‘worldwide tennis body whose
headquarters are in Florida.
The climbdown could

prove to be especially dam-

Europe. *The board voted to
stay after it was learned that
many of the staff would not
move to London

¢ also had support

be to create a European ten-
nis centre since so many
players live in Monaco.”
Last month, Austrian
Thomas  Muster  was
appointed 10 represent top-
ten players on the ATP Tour
player council. “The Euro.
pean players came together

P, we're just trying to
improve the European rep-
resentation.”

The decision to stay put
was particularly gratifying

when it was presented to

steady rather than spectact- - Ruud struggles for good - toumamen dirctors

[ ed 1,054 in  training partners. “| tried for “I'm pleased that we have
1568 - R reached 8 sig- 3 Iong time to use some of a new agreement with the
nificant milestone in his the best Swedes such as  Tour,” sai

career last week by pro- Magnus Larsson and Mag- _ “The Monte Carlo Country
gressing to the quarterfinals nus Gustafsson but they Club can bect centr

in Monte Carlo and mo

up to number 48 in the

world rankings, beating

French Open champion Yev-

geny Kafelnikov on the way.
50 included

Muster and Michael Chang
(twice) to five sets.

But progress is tough, and
Ruud admits that onl
major breakthrough will
make him a household name
back home where alpine and
Nordic skiing, ski jumping,

RrI {"I(-

eep on training together,
S0 I'have no regular partner

by the ATP Tour to keep its
European headquarters in
Monte Carlo instead of mov-
ing to London is being seen
as a victon uropean
players, writes Bill Scott.

cision any-
thing more than a simple
change of plan but it was an
unexpected jolt to

American bosses of the

for European tennis. Now

were ad:
to London
ahead
Tournaments in Europe
comprise 57 per cent of the

should not go

generates 75 per cent of
Tour revenues.
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Who killed
tsar of ice
hockey?

AS THE world ice hodkey
championships  reac|
hiling climax i Finiand, a
Cloud continues to
hang over the sport follow-
ing the assassination of its

tion, and violently illustrates
the anarchy that pervades

ssian sport today
As Sych was buried on the
had been due to

ble theories were being

given for his murder.
Colleagues insist he was

(NHL)

for the rights to their top
players

Miranda Ingram and
Gennady Fydorov
on a murder that has
terrified Russian sport

behind. Vancouver Canucks'
Alexander
e many
who asked for private Secu-
rity protection when he
came to Moscow last March
for a pre-World Cup training
session, 0enix
Coyotes' Oleg Tverdovsky's

parents were kidnapped an
ransom in his native

money appears 1o

resent the way

federation in 1994, wresting
control from s predecessor
Viadimir Petrov.

Sych was voted in at an
emergency meeting immedi-
ately after which the federa-
tion chang
the dot

y from the

Despite the bad blood

ween the two, most
believe that Sych's assassins
e not fram within the

Bad boys return to big time

IT WAS not so long ago that a
series of bribery scandals shool
the Bundesiiga club Schalke 04 to
its roots and turned both players —————————————
and management into the outcasts many fan clubs as Bayern Munich.
of German football Based in a suburb of Gelsen
Today, they are just as unfash-  kirchen, the club established a rich
ionable @ they ever were, but next  tradition of success and suppor
week one of the country’s best sup-  between 1934 and 1942 when they
will be the centre of
attention for all the right reasons.

plus two Cup victories. But soon
after the introduction of full-time
professional football in 1963, the

board made a clean sweep and
renounced their tarnished
“The turning point came with the

Looking back, our
tion s like a dream.”

ssauer was instrumental last
October in hiring new team coach

resent situa-

Arthur Rotmil on the grit
of unfashionable Schalke

promotion of Rudi Assauer to the

biggest bribery scandal in the is-
tory of German football in 1971
Years after the

FA) had cleared up the mess,
Schalke's players finally admitted
hat they took bribes to lose a
match against relegation-threat-
ened Arminia Bielefeld. The club
was heavily fined, several players
suspended for lfe, others jaled for
perjury. Eventually the punish-
ments were reduced, but Schalke,

strict disciplinarian, but he knows
his business and s ideally suited to

Set-up,” said Assauer. "He is
used to having to sel hs best play-
ers to balance the books.

Schalke, whose best player is
former Bayern libero Olaf Thon,
will host the first leg of the final
when they will again be without

ball was largely semi-amateur and
organised on a regional basis.
'S nicknas

clash against nter Wi, Just the

apt. Schalke have always
fact that they are there at all is

prided themselves on being the

helping to Gbliterate all the bad horking mans chub, recrulting also plagued by hooliganism; both main strikers, Martin Max and

memories. their massive following from the remained tainted with the label b Youri Mul ut we are not

SChalkz have failed to win any- extensive coallle\ds of the indus- “the scandal club of the Bundesliga”. ~wage stru clure it could cause afraid of Inter Mﬂan‘ said Assauer.

T 25 years but this has trial Ruhr ciose to Dortmund, ironi-  Three times the club were rele- —unrest within the squad. We must “The players are fired up for this,

TRl 1o carpan i SHIDJSaST O cay her sk s gated, and five years ago they  not forget the mess our finances  and ther belel In themselves can
their loyal fans — they boast as  Another title followed in 1958, nearly went bankrupt until a new were in only three years ago. move mountai

Finnish star
leads the way

version of how o ci
world-class football
layer: massive talent
and ambition, family sup-

I T 1S almost a textbook

choice of the right team to
play for.
ingredient to the story is

ons’ main source of goals,
has given Finland’s fans

mething to cheer at lat, It
has also raised the question

Pekka Vanttinen
HELSINKI

training system that pro-
ed Jari.” says Harri
Kampman, 'his_personal
agent and the man behind
the transfer to
amazing skills are the result
of his own desire
From an early age he
himself as an international
player. He had a dream an
he worked towards that,
which meant training for
hours o his o eve
mpman has followed

appeared in the Finnish
league with Reipas Lanti.
d was encouraged by
team-mates to step out into
the world
“Jari trained with Roy
Hodgson in Malmo Later he
ted Leeds, managed then
by Howard Wwilkinson, and
PSV_ Eindhoven under
Bobby Robson. All said they

the

the patience to vt for
most suitable offer

s was oy d " o | OF how 2 Tne T Tor e Litsann progress closer number of contracts
warned severat “He oozed Gonf? (hmk That | Winter sports could produce than anyone cise. He played  were offered, but they did
times,” said the his death i | suchatalented stiker. in the same team with not feel right and were  Balanced judgment: Litmanen tumed down a number of contracts before deciding on Ajax
source. “He was ~ [POWET, huckey Telated 's have produced  Litmanen's father, himself a  turned down. But when Ajax
getting his cut and Decauss the sport | a succession of ice hockey former Finnish mierational,  came aiong in 1992 Jar Cld the e, with Litmanen, riow  manen's sucess, there are _Penti Seppalé, chirman of
did not want to DUt the  had nothing to | millionaires, and any respon- ily fri not hesitate,” Kampman in now inns playing the Finnish Football Union,
share It out wit N gain from his | sible parent wishing their  Kampman was also the  says. His ecision was vindi- against Juventus, and the ~around Europe. His example  said: “Litmanen’s influence
certain individu- - Mafia are klllmg‘ ays | offspring to make a living trainer of Jari's junior team ~cated by a string of Dulch Finn's displays in these two has lifted the national team, been tremendous, par-
als 1 Spartak Moscow | outof sort would normally and ltr the manager of My championships aigns won him the who have been stuck in the  ticularly on the mental side.
Another theory iMPOSSible vice ~president | recommend skates rather Pa, the team which his pro- ~ European Champions Cup admiration of Europe. shadows while their fellow He has given ymmg players
concerns the fed- Gelani Tovbulaov, | than a bl tege left for Ajax. Litmanen ~ success in 1995, Last year, It has also lfted his coun- ~ Scandinavian nations each  confidence. It h
eration’s import t CONtrol’ who had fre. | “It was not any kind of was only 16 when he first Ajax came close to retaining trymen for, following Lit. took turns in the spotlight. e the chresra
duty exemptions quenty Chashea
which allowed it to with Sych over s
ot And .56l alcohal hockey mattors “Syeh Wt

for Afghan War Invalids, is
among the beneficiaries of
this immensely lucrative tax
jodge, only recently revoked

from selling alcohol amoun-
ted to more than $13m.
“Sych was the man who
kept a finger on all these
dealings. He had all the
papers, records and so on,”
said the official. “No one
else knew as much as he
did.”
edless to say, organised
crime in Russia has its claws

ety of sports, including foot-
ball and ice skating, as ell
as ice hockey

Russian hockey players
abroad are as fearful of the
Mafia as those who stay

o ey o
um?qwm'-:m s 0 o

i

s 0 o
m‘mn.ﬁm.m.né*s'mum -

such a powerful figure. He
could attract special aten-
tion to Russan hockey and
i bring in sponsorship

mone

As police continued the
hunt for the two perpetra
tors, on tern ice
hockey official with links to
the NHL said the sport in
Russia was such big bus
ness that Sych couldnt help
ut be involve

“Sych was one of the most
experienced people in
Fussa, notonly i sport bt
within politics and

man he was, I'd say he was
rather like & sphinx. When
you met him, you immedi-

ately recognised his
charisma. He oozed power
and toughness.

“But in Russia, the Mafia
ssible to control. Ice
yith tax priv-
fege are aneasytarget.

w for a fact that
Russta ployers i NHL
with families back in
Moscow are bribed and Sych
would have known too. |
doubt we will ever know the
complete story.”
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In demand: Flo,left,is English clubs' next Norwegian target
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SCORERS
elor e eagues ol
30 - Ronaldo (B'lona)
~ Hakan (Galray)

23-Spevar G
ruges)

22 - Cadete (Cettic)

21-Moldovan

hoppers Zurich),
‘Wright (Arsenal)

Norway’s raiding

W, if any, of the Old

Alex Ferquson bought i
from Molde

he T Manchoster O
top goalscorer as they look
certain to_claim their fourth
Premiership title in five years.

what has become the golden
age of Norwegian football
For the Manchester pair

bers. Stig Inge Bjoernebye
and Bjoern Tore Kvarme are

HE EUROPEAN LEAGUES
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= REAL MADRID's talian
coach Fabio Capello wil
leave the Spanish league
leaders in the summer after
just one season in charge.
Capello, who took AC Mian
toine 1684 Champions Cup.
said he could n

harmony with cluh presdent
Lorenzo Sanz.

Heyncikes, e Tenerte
coach, is o leave the club.
He has been suggested as a

ol
s
S

successor 1o Capello al Real
Madrid, but said he was.
planning (o leave anyway

ind was open {o any offers

= TWO French players

Tore Strand

BERGEN
first_choice picks for
Liverpool, while Oyvind

Leonhardsen was denied an
A Cup final appearance
with Wimbledon by the win-

Tottenham, and Egil Osten-
and Claus Lundekvam
have played a huge part in
stay

ienyone wlts o see
where e Taies

Star, he 23 year-old stfker
Tore Andre Flo, goes if h
leaves Brann Bergen in the
summer. Everton were
turned down, and Chelsea
are the new favourites to
sign the player national

It seems that anyone who
is anyone is beating a path

i DGyt
e s
Sl ogon
e
S
e e

ROSTATS

againsi elegated Nice,and
‘ascal Nouma scored all

b gosna

4T win at Montpelier,

= CHRISTIAN KAREMBEU,
the French international
midfielder, is 10 oin Real
Madrid from Sampdoria.

= UEFA have fined Fiorentina
50,000 and ordered them to
play their next two European

o the fiords, a far cry from
the days back in the 19805

hen Rune Bratseth and

rik Thorstvedt blazed a
trail with Werder Bremen
and Tottenham,

Then Norwegian football
was overshadowed by their
Swedish and Danish neigh-
bours, but a great deal of
hard work and an intensive
coaching system has pro-
duced astonishing results
many years, the
Norwegian youth policy has
been to em) e coun-
try’s best coaches to con-
centrate on technical abili-
ties. It first paid off wi
Success of the national team

from this
enefited from playing in
well organised national
teams where they could con-

s Sty v
It
o a2 O

matches at least 500km from
Florence after crowd
disturbances during their

up Winners Cup semifinal
against Barcelona.

 VALERY GAZZAYEV, who

took Aania Vaikavkaz o
ussian

rammorchm, &0 stayat

the club after offering to

resign

recent results.

party

centrate on doing their job.
heir professional att
tude, stamina and courage
carned great praise but
though the national team’s
success under has
been based on long balls

an he way
Tt the L e oy
ers have performed shows

they can fitin equally well in

this Golden Age will take

e
e 3ty oL
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Finnish
striker
shows
the way
page 15
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Fangio’s
F1 car
back on
the grid
page 14
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Angry clubs threaten rugby breakaway

FRENCH and English clubs are

unless their demands for fairer
treatment are met.
secret meeting in Lol
between French celegates Nichel
and Seraphin Berthier, and

letter of protest being sent to the
Heineken competition’s organisers,
n Rugby Cup

and pushes for th
European governing body along

EXCLUSIVE

lan Borthwick
ARIS

the lines of the football body Uefa
“Clubs from both countries are
attached to the idea of the
ut the current
condiions are Simply not satisfac-
ory.” said a determined Berthier,
president of the CNRE, the body
epresenting France’s top clubs,
will accept nothing less than
our joint proposal. If the ERC is
not in agreement, we already have

an alternative solution.” The
European understands such a
solution would involve a breakawa)
competition among clubs from
England, France, Italy and
Romania.

The crisis will be discussed at
what is expected to be a stormy
C meeting in Dublin on 6 May
The French, in particular, are
unhappy at a number of measures
taken in late March, especially with
at they perceive a5 unmr sehed:
ulin

Gemangs of it levion.
“European rugby s ot a turing

point, and it is critical to take

P cnectons i Serge Biancs,

the legendary former French ful-
k. tolerate a situa-
tion which 15 totalty unsulted 10
rench clubs, and where
Brivsh make al the decisions. It is
our obligation to make sure both

for midweek and night games,
detracts from the impact. “Holding
such a competition over just one-
andhalf months makes  ar les
redible,” he said. It needs

Stretched out, not st sandwvcheﬂ

the Heineken Gur own imo the calerdar 10 plsase acver-
French club championship continue  tisers and the marketing men-

best possible conditions.” French are also angry that

The current European Cup cal- — there is no qualification for th

endar includes a first phase with

period, ignoring French requests

European Cup, involving clubs
from the Five Nations countries,
and that teams are selected numer-
ically instead of on merit. “We will

irm position,” warned
Lapasset. “The European Cup must
be a true reflection of the strength
of northern hemisphere rugby.”

Frentzen:
look out
for Ferrari

ICHAEL Schuma-
cher has warned
his fellow German
Heinz-Harald Modena's Caste | San

Pietro, the hotel once:

Russian
stars
turn on
the style

RUSSIAN defenceman
Marat Davydov, centre,
takes Germany's
Dieter Hegen out of

were shaken by the
news that their hockey
federation president
by the
country’s matia on the
day he was due to fly

ho kiled tsa of
ice hockey?

Tottenham
and Ajax in
youth link-up

IN WHAT i believed to be
the first link-up of its kind
between two European
clubs, Ajax Amsterdam and
Tottenham Hotspur are
planning a revolutionary
exchange programme to
boost the development of
young players.

Under the project, juniors
at each of the two
would spend several weel
season at the other, working
with coaches in what bot
teams hope could become a
permanent fixture.

CLUSIVE
Andrew Warshaw

the Bosman ruing, allowing

clubs
ks

the English. “Tottenham are
skilled on the commercial
side, while on the field our
technically ifted players

and Mazrten Oldenhaf, ger-
eral manager of Aje
ave only st started

talking, but the idea is that
establish a relationship
r our most promising
youths so they can experi-
ence something different,
Oldenhof said, “We are not
just talking about players
Trainers may
exchanged to learn about
different m

‘A Is regarded through-
out Eurape as the role
model for producing home-
grown players. But the pol-
¥ s bean ingermined by

g3

agers taking advantage of

freedom of movement,
Oldenhof said such exchange
programmes were crucial
“If you haven't got the
spending poweer to compete
with the richest clubs, it's
the only way to survive.*

Fnat is my grestest
achievement so far.
ivd Shr second ai  realiee 1t s someting
special for all the German
testing at Fiorano, Italy, people t

in preparation for next

Monaco Grand ula One now, an

Prix where he hopes to
claim his third victory in
four ye:
“iing. Har

ald drove a

great race for Williams at
imola and it will be a big
help to him, at last, to

ro

is physically the biggest.

and strongest of us all.”
aid he was.

Williams will ot be easy
s thrilling

Imola victory turned him
s team’s

~season scapegoat
into an overnight star and
the undertaker's son from

they have not won in 14
seasons. “Patrick Head
and Frank Williams are
with

very p
this.” he said.
G

was
surprised to be mobbed as
ut  of olden era: p14

ONE OF the world's great-
est athletes, Ukrainian pole

The 33-year-old world
éelcoru holder. a former

nal because o

completely independent

Pole vault legend raps
IOC over drugs apathy

s been criticised for not

releasing ull deais o pos:
ive tests, most

Los Angeles and Seoul,

international team was
employed to do the testing.
The dangers are too great
for biased testing

after _a_meeting
Olympic bosses. Last
e Slympic Iaboratory In
anta came under fre for
not having the experti
operate the Soptistcated
in use, and in
Previous Games ihe 10C

NEXT WEEK

BUBKA

ON HIS FUTURE
AFTER DECADE
AT THE TOP

g to apocal againt bod
dging
oS s

AS EUROPE was gripped by
World Cup fever, the game’s
second most senior official
was speaking out against the

wing club

Blatter, general sec-
retary of Fifa, ‘said compet-

release their stars for inter-
national
“We must bear in mind
e slgniicance and stob
ternational co
said Blatter.

Aer

m they have first seen in
the World Cup shop win-
e

aking at Soccer-£x, a
1. | convention on the businéss
of sport, Blatter urged

‘Put country first’

national leagues to reduce in ~does not seem fair to put
size and follow the example  pressure on players o have
of Italy, Germany and the to decide between club and

Ciubs go public: p22

problems of player availabil-
ity in those countries,

dates per year [for interna- Jua
tional games].”

Streamlining Eurape’s
leagues is one of the few

acio Brugueras,

arcelona's lawyer, (old The

European despite

reports to the contrary, the

Catalan giants want to hold

ment with Uefa, the Euro- on t former England
governing body. manager.

English club Everton are
leagues with more than 18 the verge
clubs could easily afford to
cut the number of teams by~ season, but Brugueras said
o without running the risk "Robson's contract rans
of losing any cre

if he wants to go, that's a

solve it,” Blatter said. *It _different matter.

ON Friday rain will con
tinue to move eastwards
across Scandinavia 1o give
awet afternoon over Finlan
and western Russia
Public_Holidays: Austia. | Windy, conditions
Belgum, Bulgari, will puish southwards across

Crech Rep, Estonia, Finland. | yiio Baltic into nor

fance, Germany. Greece, | L0° into nort
France and much of the
Mediterranean will have

sunny weather. It will be
warm over the Balearics.
Slovenis, Vugosiava, 1-2 Nay:

land- 1, 3 ey, Liuana 4
Way, Rep iiand

HecaTva iematanal ot

ON Saturday, cloud will
increase across Portugal
and Spain bringing showers
and thunderstorms which
will extend northwards to
reach southern France by
I

Hague. 25 Aprl 5 Wy
ROADWORKS

Karawanken Tunel
Belgu: R3] Ostend Ring Road.
France: A3 Bigrls o Come
des Maures. A25 Noyelles-sur

remain

Europe will be rather cool
with showers developing
over Romania and Ukraine.

SHOWERS across much of
Scandinavia on Sunda
will become wintry as colder
air_extends southwards
across Norway ant

during the day. The cooler,
showery weather will edge
southwards across much of

and Germany to

I
Iberia will be more cloudy
with showers and thunder-
storms likely in places,

WEATHER WATCH UNTIL 7 APRIL

ern Spain although the
north of Iberia will be
cloudy. Further north over
rance, the Netherlands
and the UK it will be more

rain. Over
Scotland freshening east-

much of the Baltic will

remain cold and cloudy with

showers or longer outbreaks
rain or sleet.

Further outlook until
Wednesday: Conditions
will remain unsettled across
northern

Europe with further periods
of rain over Brittany,

[y and the Baltic with some ON Monday drier weather ~Southern Europe and the
mburg. 42 | rain which will fall as snow with some sunshine will Mediterranean will have
Mugﬂenmglu&vhnovmm\ in the north. Eastern reach Portugal and south- fine, setled weather.
taly: A
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CLIMBER PACKS WHY MIGRAINES THE BANKER WHI
PUNCH AT ELOP/ ARE BIG BUSINESS INVESTS IN INTEGR

FOCUS - PAGE 23 COMMENT & ANALYSIS - PAGE 20 S PORTRAIT - PAGE 32

Weimar bondholders chase their pot of gold ﬁch dog to keep

AN Irish businessman claiming  says, could in turn set off the Doug Payne and told they're worth at least redeem only those bonds it
o represent the majority ofthe  world's biggest — and richest - DUBLIN $50.000 The same peaple fall _dsemed valid, at their dollar, eve on Paris bourse
owners of gold-backed bonds  treasure hun or it who queue up for and not gold, value. Y
issued in the US by the pre- “The figures we're talking Jeremy Gray promises of incredible interest Little is not daunted and
econd World War German  about are far in excess of what rates of 30 per cent or more. THE Commission des Opérations de Bourse (COB), the

Weimar Republic and ts munic. people are talking about in FRANKFURT i stupi Paris financi watehdog, has called for greater
ipalities says he is ready to go terms of ‘| i gold',” says T E—— L\t(le says that he represents transparency from quoted companies in its annual
compensation  Little. “Une nf my clients has  bonds still in circulation were around 400 clients who hols report published this week. While recognising that
from the German government 40,000 bonds and they have redeemed, then stolen at the the dollar- dencmlna(eﬂ bonds,
and issuing banks. been valued at $19 billion. I end of the war, and are thus issued between 1924 and 1930.
oin Little, a Cork-based have seen evidence of clients worthiess, fter 1934 the Nazi administra-
businessman ‘and ' Tormer Nolding more than 25 million  Erani Mergenthaler, vice: _tion defaulted on the bonds.
banker, who has more than a bonds, 50 you do your maths: president of ndes evantually . buying  back

Chousarid of the bonds MGt what's 25 Fillion multined by Sehulden_ Verwaliung. the ~ housanosof them when the
said that if the banks and amillion dollars each?” Cerman federal Ofice Tebpon.  Tace value fel 10 Tew Conts 1 wiogped.on pallets, They) JuSI
authorities refuse to pay up, he However, the German ble for public debt, said: the dollar each. Under a 1953 aren't going to go away.

will start legal astion in the  government says the majority “People go crazy when they'rs accord, the new German fed- got to be sorte Gt

American courts. And that, he o foreign currency Weimar offered $1,000 face value bonds ~ eral government agreed to jorthless or priceless? p19

tation of clearer, independently- _Prada: ethics’

C St O m S S et Nameless accounts face an uncertain future S undiers s B¢ armed i 258
Charles Masters, Paris

FINANCE

IMF backs down

OFFICIALS of the Washington-based International
Monetary Fund (IMF) have been forced to retreat after
a row with the Basel-based Committee on Banking
Supervision over who makes rules for financial Supervi

to become
‘a formality’

executive board, member countries were surprised that

USTOMS _services Tony Snape Philippines has the Basel committee’s views had been ignored.
worldwide are prepar- 5200m a year by automating bosses withdrew the paper on the understanding that
ing to introduce a BRUSSELS its customs s N they await the Basel committee’s work on e
ical programme of —————————————— Frohler said that although Klaus Engelen, Washington
i

inspection at borders. health and hygiene inspec-
Instead _exporters will tion as examples. Customs
declare cargoes electroni-  will become a question of
cally in advance and custom  risk assessment and risk
inspections will b
General company audts. certain countries without
The reforms - being  sophisticated administrative
undertaken jointly by the procedures, pre-shipment
World Customs_Organ- ~ inspection may still be
ecessat

TRANSPORT

Rato’s fare hearing

SPAIN'S flag-carrying airline
Iberia and two rivals have until
mid-May to present their cases o ¥
2 finance ministry investigation,

Z
H
e
B

rade Organisation (WTO) ~ Some  African govern-
and the United Nations ments reap 70 to 80 per trade flow as a result of lio-
Conference on Trade And  cent of their revenue from —eralisation.
Development (Unctad) - are  import and export duties, onrad Neundorfer, dele-
designed to make customs  whereas in European Union  gate general of the EU
clearance a formality, so countries the average is importers’ Foreign Trade
eliminating celays at bor- - around ten e cen Association, said _that
in in some coun-  The proportion of revenue  although he welcomed the
f rom cus

“It will affect everybody, ~ Estonia is 53 per cent, says ~rules in the EU had to be
from the multinational to the  Unctad. In Russia, it is 25 changed.

mid-April. Afterwards, the issue
may be set before Amadeo
Petitbo, the head of Spain's inde- - peibo; competition
pendent competition commissior
iberia and private airlines Air Europa and Spanair,
which have been involved in a long price war on

3
El
H

and agreed to send prices up, with increases of up to

mal ana medium sizeq per cont “Depandence on | The changes weuld rang | A KOLDER ofone of 20 milln anonymous 30 per cent. The Spanish consumers organisation
enterprise to the person in  import duties is highest in  from greater tariff harmoni- | Ausfrian Sparbuchs - savings Union de Consumidores de Espana denounced the
sireet” sad & spokes: less developed countries,”  saion o Tules govering the three airlines to the finance ministry on 23 Apri

man for the WCO. “Goods  Hoda said. origin of oo in N Parry, Madrid

il b avalable carier and  The reforms aim to end * ~Customs reform is wel-

we hope the removal of - the radiional poliing role  comed, but the EU tracing CHEMICALS

delays will reduce compa-  played by custom system as a whole has to be | aground after vitl correspondence appar-  European Court i due in June. Depositsare | "~ — . .

les” osts and ltimately  Declarat Wil bo cload  Smpitied. e sid el wentasay i Apr, Ausriaent i o ess han scizoont o) per | Pl g |

i St o e 13 ooy avanes o e break, | SHyventasiay Iy Auspisens g o s han Schanans 51560) o astic peri

Bring down prices 1o users  shipments and inspections  through for world business,” | ot prepared 1o top the Sparbuch can be held in a Sparbuch is unlimited.

and consumers.” will be limited to general ~ said Maria Livanos Cattaui, SENIOR chemists are warning that within a decade the
The bulk of the reforms company audits, says the ~secretary general of the $340 billion European chemicals industry could be

should be in place by the WCO, similar to the way fis-  International Chamber of 2 forced to import drugs and plastics rather than make its

year 2000, he said. The cal audits are carried out. Commerce (ICC). R| eo own. Professor Richard Ernst, Nobel Laureate from

WCO spelled out its propos- Random border controls will _ “Increasing reliance on Swiss institute ETH, speaking at the AllChemE confer-

als at a conference in Cease, apart from searches justin-ime production and 5 ence of scientists, engineers and government adminis-

Brussels this week. for drugs, Gelivery makes speedy cus- b an ker S trators in Brussels said: “Europe i losing its competi-
. Customs reforms aprior: _ Cost saings to omparies  toms_clearance a major tiveness because other regions have lower wage Costs,

y for the WTO. which worldwide will be In the issue." L. National laws and price controls are inhbiting Europe.
WAnia 10 See developing  reglon of e of pHlons o The 1CC has prepared An EC spokesman said: “These fears are exaggerated.”
Countries weaned off a dollars a year because of the ~guidelines for cusioms | SUICICI@ Melanie Bien, Brussels
dependence on import and  reforms, aid Peter Frohier. o5 1o try to influ

export duties so that tariff- head of Unctad's trade infra- ence the reforms. THE managing director ul David Brierley MEDIA
Teucing trade deals agreed  structur branch It says.customs should | AUSTRIAN Chancellor Vor | ricish Acrospace, john __avd OCTEY | MEDIA
under,” and_ since,” the  ~Changes airsady imple- place a greater reliance on Weston, nas called for the H
Uiy oina b5 by montsd T Colambia e sttt and lectrome | Bt mplatedn | e of s ropam srs it ssten Eure 1 o World of difference
implemented. saved two large companies information systems, with ’h“g‘: Jobs-for- ;"W"Ys deal | space and defence giant. aggressively and establish a

et assessmenl is there $60 million a year the “non-intrusive” 'r.'“ s emerged following | " He wants to merge Daim-  new customer base FRANCE’S most powerful nevspaper. Le Monde, which
already done in many areas,” each in better inventory examination techniques, | the suicide of one of the | er.genz Aerospace (Dasa),  The European industry | risked closure or being sold three years ago, announced

Said WTO deputy director ~ control management.” he such as X-rays, 1o scan | country's leading bankers,
general Anwarul Hoda, giv-  said. sealed containers at fron- agler
ing quality control and  “The port of Manila in the e

BTItIsh Actoshace, Aora: has seeh proguctbased ok | & pro of Firse mien (86 to 586, compared
spatiale and Dassault to  ventures such as Matra BAe | with a Ffr67m loss the year before. Daily sales of
compete with the newly  Dynamics, the Anglo-French | 325,000 were the best since 1881, Edior Jean Mrie
merged US players, Lockheed  missile builder. But Weston | Colombani said in the past three years the paper ha
. y . . made in incriminating docu | wartin, Boeing-McDonnell ~ believes only consolidation | gained 172,000 new readers.

ments left by 46-year-old Douglasand Reytheon across the entire European Alan Tillier, Paris

Gerhard Praschak, director | “e can only be interna- ~ industry will ensure its long

of “SE i‘a‘e"’w”‘mh K‘"“; tionally cumuellllve when term ~ success. “The
trolibank. who sfiot himself | e are willing to create a  European defence and aero-

fienna.
The accusations were

TH atican has responsibility either for on 26 April, In the docu- | new European aerospace,  space group must be based
Tequested abserver status Rl eclsions or heir | Ments Praschak claims he | Siiice and dafence busi. ot Just on chl arcraft bt UK ELECTION 97
va-based Tunding. Most Officials at | Was being sidelined at the | HE3\Jeiincia 3 confer.  alsa~ miliary " planes
World Trade Organisation the WTO don't expect the | bank as a result of political | ence’ on defence fechology - weapnry and systems and
T0) in 2 bid by the Holy See to go beyond the | Pressure. . in Bonn. He warned that ~possibly include satellites
Pope to keep watch over observer level for the fore- |  The documents implicate | jess European consolida- and helicopters,” he said. A
the excesses of capitalism, i seeable future f ever, Chancellor Klima, Finance | tion of the industry was compan
writes Philip Willan in about | Minister Rudolf EdIinger | achieyed within three years Dasa, British Aerospace and

3
z

Rome. trade in gacts dnd sers
ides with

a warning from John Paul

11 t0 the 30 members of

the Pontifical Academy of

‘our competitive position Aerospatiale Dassault would
Hauepl in allegedly unethi- | yiif be seriously eroded”  have sales of around $33bn.
cal efforts to secure their | yith European companies  This would make it larger
own political appointee, for- | josing even those markets ~than Lockheed Martin but
mer minister Rudolf Schol- | wnere today they are smaller tha n

Social Sciences ‘Ei"‘ to the bank’s board of | syrongest, McDonnell Douglas. Weston

“The Church does not 3 The transformation of ~envisages this company
intend in any o con- f P’ascd"ak‘ whio] WS““"W; Airbus into a limited com-  being run | | Join Li for aBBC World
demn the liberalisation of forent documents 10 ¢ach of | pany was “a good start” to  under one management, vith Special. They are joined by David Dimbleby, Jeremy
the market in itself, but e three opposition parties | the consolidation process,  a stock exchange listing and
aaks that this be envisaged before his death, claimed Weston s Hovuer, i i hars oamersi Paxman and Peter Srow for the latest election news,
and enacted with respect Scholten had threatened 't0 | S companies each have

¢ the primacy of play the politcal card any | SheS of Between 550 biion
human person, to wh Gime if he did not accept | and $40bn a year, compared
economic systens must be o solidarity, attentive to the appoi with S15bn for their largest

Pty ot A the politicians named
academy has B\mﬂesbank Observer status at inter. than the other way round. | have denied the allegations
chairman Hans Tietmeyer national organisations Other countries wanting ition_parties, w
such as the WTO or the o become fully-fledged | Icluding the far-right leader | refiect the cost savings

The Pope said that the UN, where it is also an members of the world Haider,  have | epected to accrue from the  Unilever as examples of suc
more global the market is, observer, constitutes a trade watchdog include calla for a parlamentary mergers during the next  cessful *dual nationality”

the more it must be bal- low-risk policy for the Saudi Arabia, China and | inAUin. three years. They are also companies with strong )
anced by “a global culture  Vatican: it bears no Russia. using the expansion of Nato national roots. SEC s ek oo S B Coprsen
L] o0

~van' i o~ R nl ~« R
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BRUSSELS

ON THURSDAY Jodo de Deus a decline in sales, downward

grey cotton fabric into the EU,
but at a slightly lower rate than

from indi, Indonesia, Pakstan,

A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF THE EU
Commissioner says G7 should be replaced by the US,
Japan and EMU countries .

Maastricht treaty infri

EU poverty increases ...
up by 30 per cent

tive on food law,
sloner sated
Furtt

for next year.

increase in 1998

have allowed

tion, stating that the country Turkey, China and
would bring “new strength an same day
Gymamism' To the aig and trade mission weicamed 1 desiion

pact binding the European Union

by the “Maintenance Agency for

African, Caribbean and Pacific 130 4217" to decide on the
countries. South Africa’s inclu-  abbreviation EUR 1o represent
sion means that 22 years after the euro. The agency is the
Lomé convention was  international body responsible

first signed, all of sub-Saharan for suct
Africa is now included in th nika Wulf-
agreement athies, regional affairs com
same day, the Com- on EU
mission adopted a policy docu sion policies to open the

ment stating the best practices

for easi

improve the creation of new
companies, including establish:

.
De Deus Pinheiro: dynamism

ing a single pan-EU contact point
o registration of a new

for th
business, and o

constraints impose

entrepreneurs.

e Commission also released  On Tuesday Mario
a survey highlighting the key
remaining obstat

trade and investment in China.

overly restrictive import g ernments missioner dnesday the advice from “eminent and fully
marketi i "distribution eclared. Roughly one tird of  mission adopted a action plan  independent scientists” whose
restrictions”_and copyright  the cases concerned a late trans-  for the completion of the single opinions and working methods
piracy. The survey was con- position of legislation into market 1959, would be sccessbl to all imer-
ducted to give the EU amm-  national law, one third concerned ~ Commissioner Monti said that ested p:

unition during the” current _complaints about infringements, - the main elements of the ami e decision, Martin

negotiations

rganisat

day th

g the tax, increased despite EU structural
env\runmenla\ funds, and that the challenge for
on new EU structural funds and social

concern cited

e in

o hinese
membership of the Warld Trade

e Commission
proposed that the EU Council
should impose definitive anti-
jumping measures on imports of

cles to foreign

companes * “Shopping
st government subsmes by
G ooy i
State ahd opening up In another,
f-Mathies sai hat “t last
in the case of major private
investment projects, we should
trying to prevent structural
fund assistance from bein
used 1o subsidise the relocation
of firms". The commissioner also
introduced the idea of diluting

widen the membership of so-
called social partners. “There
mus
organisations,” he said, speaking
t a conference

On the same day, EU Finance &

n openin:

in The H;

- LR =Y

e EU,
to other
sal for a *

the Commission's role in distrib-
uting regional aid monies.
Meanwhile, Padraig Flynn,

employment commissioner, uset
the same forum to point out that
overty in EU

s had not change
Monti,
single market commissioner, said

he sent 283 EU treaty infringe-  di

ment letters to member states

last year. This meant that the oI
the Commission had recorded

30 per cent increase in the viola-
ton of EU rules by national gov-

mainder were cases
where the Commission itself had
become aware of member states
breaking the rules.

e same day, Commis-
sioner Flynn urged trade unions,
employers and governments to

inti

Societies had ing G7

Japan

Silguy triggered a last-minute-

officials representing

ounies which

R iopad the-sngi European

currency. The suggestion, made
uring a speech befol

immediately rejected by the UK
prime minister and
the opposition.

tious legislative programm
would have to be completed by
the time the single curency s

roduced to enal

pean economy t0 exploit EMU'S
full potential
Mo s renewsd his calls

S

EL deciions

policy pape

re an

! strengthen its new directive for
consumer. policy and healt pro.
the leader of  tection with 263 new of

Bangemann, industry c

the Euro-

for greater tax harmonisation

it Seruizas were, wnvkmg
ode of  shop” approat

announced that a smgle marke!

Tishedt reguiarly. containing
detalled indicators of each o
implementation of common

The Commisson also adopted
ap nsumer
it and food safety, promis.

mmis-
sioner, presented a green paper
on European food law to stimu-
late a public debate on possi

s to EU food legislation
and consumer protection in the
field. Possible new measures

cent increase.

1998 would
($97bn),

g

Industry Council

The volum:
payments appropriations for
be Ecug4.7 billion

t budgs

e

EUROPEAN
'UNCIL
BRUSSELS

might include a general direc-
the commis-

nermore, the Commission
adopted what it called a “rigor-
ous preliminary draft

The budget pro-
posal foresees 3 2.9 per cent

men

lthough the financial perspec:
tives agreed in 1993 would

et

ts,

e
of

ON THURSDAY industry minis-

ters meeting
agreed to give

in Luxem
the European

bou

urg

Commission greater powers (o vet
cross-border mergers, thereby

clearing the

ay for an'in-depth

reform of EU competition rules.

ore national regulatory authori-

s are involved.
The
m-  industry, which

nti - after
dropped their opposi
ub-

yards in
reece. The

more

777m), with

ified by the Ut

Foreign Affairs
ible

tion.

pain
an

decision was welcomed by
had long argued
to a “one-stol
ach to shorten proce-
dures and legal uncertainty. The.
agreement was made possible
Germany and the UK

Fallowing lengthy negotiations,

ministers also agreed fresh

un- government aid for troubled ship-
ermany,

Germ.

and

case

involved an aid package worth

than EcusB0  million

German

163
government arguing that the orig-

ment yet to be rat.

isters meeting

sday

and Wednesday rejected US calls
for economic sanctions against

Iran. However they suspended
all ministerial-level meatings

Basis
stances” to continue talking.

Tehran, sayi

Ministers also agr:
more lexbily in allting import

Portuguese prnlesls ‘that jobs

woul
textil

10 exceed their quota

Id be los

the Europe

Ie ncustry.
of ministers backed

in one

ean

o allow

if they reduce their imports into

BUSINESS
‘WEEK

EURO DISNEY, operator of
the Disneyland Paris theme
park. fell further into the red

the EU in the subsequent period. Jevenpes 1ose by 15 per cent
media group KirchGruppe.

has bought German pay-tele-

THE WEEK Vision And pay-per-view
AHEAD rights for films ouned by

em Telecommunications n

THURSDAY: EU |n>n\u\mn3 the US for undisclosed
Close for Labour Day. Sir Lean | sum . The appointment of

Brittan, rade commissioner, par-

ticipates i

“Wonika

speal

s ata

terial meeting
of the uadriteral rade group In

esting n Cologne.

g

Wulf-Mathies,
regional afairs commissioner
rade union

L]

Wulf-Mathies: Cologne visit

FRIDAY: Padraig Flynn,
loyment commissioner, Uisis the
European agency for safety and

health at work in

Bilbao, S

mp-

SATURDAY: Erkki Litkanen,
personnel commissioner, visits

Austr

alia,

MONDAY: Franz Fischler, agri-

cuiture commissi

Slovakia.

on the s

foner

me day,

visits

Committee of the Regians holds a

policy for sensitive areas.

WEDI

NES!

DAY: Neil

seminar in Innsbruck on transport

Kinnock,

EU transport commissioner, visits
Poland,

on

the

same day, Martin
angemann, industry commis-

joner, starts a visit o the United
States (until 9 May.)

Thomas Kiau

INTEREST RATES

MARKETS gave

a mixed rece

ep-

as inflation numbers come in.

& CURRENCIES 'HE ECONOMIC INDICATORS

Commentary by Thierry Naudin

IN the UK, a pick-up in busi-

municat

3

Yenpers |

erman
banker. e Group of  financs minier considering
Seven major ndusrial cour, & revaluation of the country's
tries. The dollar declined gold reserves. These are valued |15
agaimst the deutschmari only o DMLY illon (89,66 In the
twWo days later after moderate  Bundesbank’s books. Waigel |1z

firm against the
central bank
diminis

o

assimo

intervention

on prospects
for lower interest rates in Italy,
wsso, a senior

Inter-

Domestic ng by U
major British banks soared i
the first quarter by a record |14,
£11.40n (316,60n). helped by

rise in two
GDP grew t

Timinary e
[

fion in

half
per cent from

pos

-

the year, the largest quarterly

ayear earnen according o pre-

erman employment will
improve, but four million or

seasonally unadjusted unem-
ployment figure fell to 4.48 mil-

twar

CouNTRY DATA

French industrial production

1.6 per cen

January. Consumer prices rose

01

i M

prevous month a
o year earter. 1ish

retail sales fell 0.9 per
February from Jahuary, but
ent over 2 year

cent from

rose 5.

m the

cent in

per cent from a year before.

Producer prices rose 0.
cent in March

er

from February

national Moneiary fund offt.» strong surge n persoral n record of 4.67 million in  but fell one per cent from a
OFFICIAL INTEREST RATES MONEV MARKET RATES EMU WATCH COUNTRY  GROWTH INFLATION UNEMPLOYMENT
Previous Date of s ek Year T Week Year P ———— Claest Frovoss Ve Latest Nonh vear  LatestWonin Year
ate e change Name |week a0 ago  weck g0 ago  Name  GERMANY, France and italy should qarer_quoner_og0 _ marh g0 monh_'ag0_ag0
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Bogun 300 320 23896 Cewdl | 325 319 32 604 59 6560l t of total output this year, said Begm  19(@3) 16 35 Mar15 20 20 Mar 131 B4 137
Deonark 350 370 20896 Repo 364 36 37 GEL 651 717068 e0 Waigel, the German finance Demak  33(§) 27 14 Mar17 22 21 Feb 81 83 91
Frid 300 310 91006 Tewr | 375 307 307 633 629 12158 minister. italy would need 2 deficitoUt fnand  S8() 38 14 Mar05 04 05 Ma159 158 171
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Gomary 450 500 1849 lovbas | 322 323 328 59 583 631amd y union, said Paolo Gemany 22() 18 10 Mar15 17 17 Marié 13 104
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iod 625 650 19496 Soutem [ 581 56 4% 668 6590 732G the International Monetary FUNG, ooy 55 38 124 s 15 15 11 P
ay 5 750 20097 Dscnt | 695 6% 913 760 761 9E26T said: "There s stll tme to bring e s UM 3. o PR o, o GEEH .. .
Luembowrg 300 320 23896 elecierae| 325 319 322 604 596 656 wamd0w0 deficit below three pe T gross £
- mostic.product next your > The e Novsy  48(@) 51 35 Ma33 33 07 Mar 34 36 43
Netrerlands 290 270 100387 SpecmAde| 320 320 278 | 679 572 626 08 e er e -
s = By e | e s o BERCR o ly per Pl gsg T Mmas wou e T TS
orvay ig X gross domestic product is year and 20 26 Tl 15 3 hahe :
Pougsl 580 620 150497 Do | 58 582 706 680 675 88401 per gt ol 22 25 34 Mg 1 15
pan 580 575 150497 S45 55 73 6% 688 906 B e Orpanisation for Economic Swedn  18@) 05 16 Madd 04 17 M 84 88 T4
S 410 43 120 w e 6w 1% 11 815 et ot o evcocto the s ) 3153 Maros ob 00 b ss &1 is
Swuernd 100 150 21996 Dot | 175 189 175 362 367 416SwpmE forihcoming supplementary budget to UK 30@) 26 20 Mar26 27 27 Ma 61 62 78
s 600 575 301096 Base G471 63 59T 167 784 797G bring Italy’s deficit-to-GDP ratio below US @) 22 13 Mar 52 53 55
s 500 525 31196 Dscomt | 578 575 53 634 683 652 Teawy three per centthis Jpen 29 35 28 Fb 33 33 33
s he entered the campaign for caaga 20 33 13 Mar 93 07 94
% 5w 55 B e |t ma wn ma ma ma A5 he entered the campaion for i
g 080 100 9795 Dicot | 050 05 075 23 221 338 %8 held on 28 My and 1 Jone Lionel <141y ki SuscE WS s
205 180497 Callow | 341 341 48l 68l 669 76608 jospin, the Socialist leader, said he

Tt e ore.

EAsT EUROPEAN CURRENCIES

Albania (Lek)
Belarus (Rouble)
Bulgara (Lev)
Croata (Kune)

zech Rep (Koruna)

c:
Estonia (Kroon)
Hungary (Foring)

Yugoslavia (New Dinar)

uss DM UKE Ffr Ecu
147.50 8516 23938 25. 166.3
351500 202928 570460 60206 396299
149300 86194 242304 25573 1683.28
618 357 1004 10 6.97
3098 1788 5028 531 3493
1385 00 2 237 15.62
18256 10540 20628 3127 20583
058 034 095 010 066
4,00 31 6.4 06 451
4575 26.41 7425 784 5158
459 265 7 079 517
316 183 513 054 357
57420 33150 93189 9835 67438
70500 40701 114417 12075 79485
33.62 9.41 5457 5.7 37.91
157.25 90.78 25520 2693 177.29
177 102 28 030 19
485 280 787 083

wanted southern European countries,
notably Italy, to join the single
early. He called for
flexible view of the budget deficit crite-
rion, which should be considered as
trend instead of a fixed figure. But
Tenegotiation of the terms for monetary
Union was. out of the question. he

that Jospin and his German counter-
part, ntaine, were in talks
et EMU entry terms. Instead of a

mic government” to control the
European central banl
In'a report issued last week the
International tary Fund
warned that continuing unemployment
and slow growth cou
1o miss EMU .
gets. The IMF also warned that govern-
ments must tackle structural problems
which keep unemployment high, and
raise social benefit cost

RUSSIA expects to join the World

Trade Organisati

ion by the end

of

next year and to become a member

the Paris Club of

creditor

economic reformer. The government

as aj

lan

o curtail
expenditure after tax revenues dur-
ing the first quarter only reached 57

deal with bad loans during
Sweden's banking crisis in
1004,

ITALY's Banco di Napoli is
suing international accoun-
tant price Waterhouse and
e former members of i
board of directorsfor 2 total

claim, By 94 an
1996 the bank accumulated
fosses of 15,94 The

s Co-operative Whole-

UK's Co. ve
falle society (CWS).
ias major banking

ance ants retaiing acaviis,

wnich
in

nection with his £2.1bn
(53.4bn) plans to take over
CWS. With his partner David
Lyons, Regan faces allega-
tions of aiding, abetting,
counselling or procuring
theft and handling stolen

Kestick, publicly apologised
chief executive

Sranarm meim rits
actions while wurkl 9 for
egar

< e s
biggest telecoms and enter.
tainment provider, was val-
ted at £4.450n (87bn) on its

debut on the London stock
exchan urotunnel,
he AngloFrench operator of
the Channel Tunnel, which
cut its losses by £81m to
£642m in 1996, demanded
that the French and UK gov-

ernments extend it 65-year
exclusive concession to 999

NORWEGIAN-Anglo engi-

figures for the first time; in
1996 turnover rose

than ten per cent to
Dkr7.53bn ($1.16n), and
profits by nearly tn pet cent
Finnish pulp

n:

ing

construction

a year in the
group’s footwear business.
Sears plans to_demerge

Selfridges, the big London
store, among other moves .

Caech police launched a
criminal investigation into
two Investicni a Postovni

countries at the end of this year, said  per cent of budgeted amounts. The | Embezziement 2 er vio
toly Chubais, the country's first — plan must now win approval from | [4o0S. p’eepazfmgg[‘z’es’e’h
leputy prime minister and leading ~ parliament ment iz preparing to sell
COUNTRY  INDUSTRIALOUTPUT*  INFLATION"  UNEMPLOYMENT*** | Investicni to a foreign
Labest Monh Year  Latest Nonh Year  Lalest Month vear | Partner.
month 2 i onh_ago_ago
Bugwa | Nov 50 50 25 Feb2i27 4381849 Oaill 105 104
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Estonia 43 43 102 Jan 14 07 126 Oct 44 42 38 INOMICS
Higry  Nov 59 58 07 Feb 22 37 189 Jani05 105 13 5
Cavia Nov 49 26 24 Jan 18 06 114 Nov 71 71 63
Busiess Edior: TIM CASTLE
Uiuena  Dec A7 75 58 Jan 30 09 128 Dec 45 42 73
Poland Jn 85 101 63 Jam 29 13 181 Janm5 136 154 | ECOMOMISESor THIERRY VAUDIN
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A Dec 08 12 37 N 130
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NEews Focus

A legal battle is looming over bonds issued during the Weimar Republic in Germany which could be worth almost $1m each

Eoin Little (above)

Worthless paper or priceless bonds?

value of $83,300,203 in its financial
statement to 31 December

of bonds issued in the US during the Weimar Republic. Thousands of bonds are still i circulation

A court action by an Irish businessman on behalf of cessor to the German Reich, which no and California

appeal to

EPENDING on who you tak (0
Dmey e angoing L, ey
peoj
ed by “hmallcs and crooks’;

they’ which the
nerndtonal Imanclal Sstam coud be
brought ot
They™ are bonds issued by the
German Weimar Republic and its
states and municipalities between 1924
and 1930 and, again depending on who
ou speak 1o, are either “oniy worth
ihe paper there prnted on” or “per-
haps a million dollars
Touble . o an can apree
The German government says hat <o
many were stolen . it wo
Tedeam therm, vet over e years it e
quietly done just that from time to
time. Nor can anyone agree on what
they are actually worth. Some say the

face value of $1. ,000 could be worth
other compheaton is that a rum-
ber of companies around the world are
~ apparently quite legally - using the
bonds, at their gold valuation, to

enhance their balance sheets.
Enter Irish businessman Eoin
i Syt b reptesents & oy of
sued in the

Little, who will receive a percentage
of any settlement bondholders gain,
operates an investment firm ant

company that develops Internet Web
sites. He explains that he got involved
with the bonds. was
approached by a former client to see if

could raise cash against an invest-
ment the client had - gold-backed

bondholders could lead to a gigantic payout, write
Doug Payne in DUBLIN and Jeremy Gray in FRANKFURT

‘General Bond", the bonds were the

XVI, the *principal and interest
of the bonds will be paid in time of war
as well as of peace".

Bonds were payable to

included a gold clause which provided
“such principal sum and sucl

interest will be paid ... in gold coin of
the United States of America of the
standard weight and finances existing
on 1 June 1930". The Dawes bonds
and the other German bonds included
the same phrass
The German government i, i fct,
harour s abligations nder the
loan up until 1 hen it
reduced it Shigations 0 bordhotcers.
4 June 1934, by offical let
e o Govermoeht bresthec s

prces for the bonds dropped

o conts on the dollar AL that point.
Gormmany respurchased tons of thou:
sands of various issues of their own
bonds in international markets and, in
some cases then re-issued them at

willing to accept them as partial pay-
ment on debts. American trading in

an bonds. i German bonds was sus-

i evenually rase the Companies  pended by the securities

money, thanks to infor- xchange  Com-
onsuppid by Lt around the  mission (SEC) in the
at i theee or four

yars age” Todey. mostly world are

y word of mout I . allowed to be resumed in

would say that the 400 using the 1954

gewle ‘whom | eprese t At the end of the Second

ave access to about bonds to

Do ot o the oustand. .

ng bonds.”

ITodiyanlery begins enhance thelr

almost. 80 years ago

Undor the “Treauy of balance

Versailles in 1919 the

erman government ___Sheets

accepted responsibill fo ———

pay reparations for its actions during
the First World Wer
dire financial strails, G

anker Wiliam Danes, and the Young
Plan
Dawes, bonds worth $110

ndicates, municipal govern-

anies were offered
beteen 1624 and 152

many’s financial difficul-

tied forther deteriorated, an incerna.

tional committee was created to formu-

late proposals for a final settlement of

the
w the issu-

n America of several further
ranches of bonds,to an effecive value
f $100m. The obligations of the

to implement the provisions.
Under Article VII of the so-called

London Debt Agre

bonds validated within five years,
demonstrating that the bonds were not
held in Germany on 1 Jan 1945. The
agreement also said that bonds backed
by gol: feemed only

their currency value. This validation

law was recognised by the American
government and came into force on 1¢
Septer 50; @ second agreement

oo W i Says Lite,
i that ot ol 1he bondRolders abreed

are known as the non-assenting bond-
holders. If th

clear-cut and ere
for claims. But our understanding of
US law is that it is impossible for the
government to make a treaty affecting
the rights of privatel.feld property

e US Con:
e peopie 16 make treange that

affect the rights to hold private prop-
erty. Yet they're asking the bondhold-
ers to accept the transfer of ownership
or reduced ownership, in their per-

Exchange Commission regulations and
for which th were one of
the co-trustees.”
However, US and Federal Repubic
of Germany signed a subsequer
ment to the L

benefit only “if bonds had been duly
validated”. It was upheld by case in a
District of Columbia court in 1982. A
Mr Teplin sought payment for 9,727
German dollar bonds with a principal

dated they were unenforceable in US
courts

Hans-Georg Glaseman, a German

expert on the bonds who published

1991 and

e European

that the bondholders who didn't accept

longer exsts, Whoever hasr't accepted
offer has no claim on the Federal
Republic”
Complicating the affair, however, is
that some bondholders are claim

sheet purposes at this value. During
the years 1924-1933, each US Gold
Dollar represented, by law, 2!
of it goId. (There ars 450 grais of
old in a Troy ounce.) “T
Value.” (in 169%). according o et
in a US District Court in Florida,

ounces of a single
O Bond (e dat 1 san 1626)
was 2,542,460z, resulting in a possible
value for the bond “of $920,865.73".
When Coopers & Lybrand was asked to
se the same method of calulation st
year, the potential value had ri
Signiy to 8956610,

Glaseman says it's nonsense; the
argument is out of date. Article 12 of

In other words, the bonds were to be
repaid in dollars, not gold.

s, Of course, remains in dis
But it the ponds’ gold value tht fs
bein Some companies in their
Dalahts sheets, One insurance com-
pany, for instance, American Inter-
natignal Surcties Ltd (AIS), in St
Johs, Antgus, shows Feceral Repub-
lic of Germany bonds as assets

‘War and peace: Owen Young (left) and William Dawes at Versailles in 1929

~an' B A~ R

=1} (‘l(-

signed by its auditors JH Cohn &

Company of Roseland, ey.
It was this that led a British newslet-
Security Services, to

u It

printed apology at the foot of a High
Courtorde of 13 Decerer 190

Chairman Marvin Rasenblum

told The Eurapean that the bonds

came to the company in a private cash

been

by 17 nations, including the payment
of these bonds.”

OSENBLUM continues: “We
have a 31-page letter of opinion
that was exhaustively done and
which 00k years to complete, as

to the redeemability of these bonds

from a legal standpoint. Some of the

biggest accountants in the world, as a

result of this review [the valuation of

a basis of fund-
ere. But
we have never secured bank loans on
the boncs, Were a smal private com-
pany; we got miums
fast year and we paid out more than
$5m in claims.
f're not using Weimar bonds for
investment sche

we're not

fact, | wouldn't sell them

ney in the - gold bonds
in circulation

h we

erat
Fartof that lega opin.
fon suggests that, bas
rpretation n'
the provisions of the
okt S
bonds could compose up
to approximately ten
cent of the assets of a puhlu: company.

“blow the financil
m. It won't stand up to that kind
of abuse. s a totlly fals situation:
there’s no tabilty behind that kind
thing.”

But national authorities remain sus-

m the Banca Populare de Novara in

Nilan
But the prosecutor in charge o the
case, Davi later said: “Many of
he gold bonds in circulation are ot
false, as we thought at first. They are
onds were later

returned (o their owner, an American
businessman with offices in London

- ®

“aing mem . “Many of the

false, as we
thought at

first. They are
authentic’ E\;alesn That 70,000 10

it reports a similar case. “We had
one particular case in New Jersey
where the bondholder presented the
bonds in the US and was arrested for
possession of forged documents. But
nt to court, the FBI were
ordered to return the documents and
the case was sealed. This is generally
what happens when we get one of
these cases where Germany is forced
to do something: a settlement is
Teached and the sase s sealed. Our
client is happy, but the basic secret
ny

But Glaseman says that “99.999 per

government vaults at the end of the
Second World War.
ut the remaining 0.001 per cent
hasn't been paid off, and that's a prob-
" he says, because this creates
i-men P
fast buck with Toegeres o canceted

X% market for these securies has
flourished over the past few months,”

says Ralf Hell, managing director of
the Historisches Portfolio, a private
German company in Frankfurt which
trades antique securities. While

redeemable Weimar securities turn up

s which take place in
Europe every year.

erfunctory trawl on

e Imernet thic beck i up 0

American sites seeking Dawes and

Young bonds. To a great

extent, the going price for

these securities has spi-

ralled higher
prit 1§ Al
Shaten up ¢
ough local micdlemen
arenot  in Germany
where, Hell explains. "its

onds of question-
able value are still floating aroun

“S0,” he points out, “you can imagine

what the German government could

man, for his part, estimates

that only around 10.000'to 15,000

S exist. He told The

an investor

fong ago and paid

to D150. “People wanting to buy
hese bons ing e ten o 15 Umes &
year,” he s

Gormany's federal government says
simply that it is willing to repay bonds

wies
issue were declared invalid by a 1958
law, according to documentation easily

ined from the German Federal
ebt Administration agency. “Before
that, they could be traded in for new

s (under the Extension Issue of

1953
“A Jater recognition of these invali-
dated bonds s still possible in certain
cases: the German court of urisdiction

makes the
3 iy 1o redemption, holders
must present the original bonds
Continued on page 22

g
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HOEVER wins the British elec.

among Brtsh pundits is the Lebour

shit of mainetream poliics to th right
have combined to smoothe out what

waiting for a recovery to emerge. But
they are rather unusual for a country
which is into its fifth year of
expansion. How 1o keep growth going
and create more jobs while maintain-
ing a tight grip on public finances and
inflation is the challenge the new
British government faces

The details of New Labour's plans
under Blair

have spared British economists the
trouble of elaborating two distinct
Scenarios depending o who wins the

election. It is a bad case of pensée
unique, the French would say if con

UK economy leaves victors
with little room to manoeuvre

fronted with such uniform prormises of
restraint from both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum.

"o some extent Labour's swing to a
more moderate line reflects the

ortgage
repayments stretch as far as your eye
can see, you do
rock the boat with radical alternatives
and wayvard expansionary polices

e fundamental reason behind
tne "Comiergence. bengean the
Conservatives and
of Britain’s finances.

associated with, and in which their

INSIDE VIEW
Conservative and Labour economic policies have
never been closer. The winners are unlikely to
want to do too much tinkering with the nation’s

finances, says

Editor Thierry Naudin

Conservative rivals have been dabbling
too, if more discreety. n s fst i
ublished on

ogether with colleagues Marie
Sheldon and Garry Young, Martin

eale, who heads Britain’s leading
economic think-tank, sounds a dire
warning: “A consequence of the large

deficits experienced over the past five
years and more s that the public sec-

tor's balance sheet has deteriorated
very quickly as the government has
increased both borrowing and asset
sales. The deterioration cannot con-
tinue at this rate. The government

would eventually face a situation in
which it could not raise the taxes
needed to sevice s cebts”

Warnings that the UK might
couring e ek of Gelaul oF Bark
ruptcy are not new. But there is a dou-
ble irony in this situation. Britain is
considered by most econommists as one

of the very few countries currently
meeting the deficit and debt criteria

more than sticking by headline figures.
t0 qualify for the single curren

Theother irony s that th imbilance

n the UK public sector’s assets

and Hapiltes party resuls from the

wide-ranging privatisation programme

Conservative

rime minister Margaret Thatcher in

the mid-1980s. Sales of profitable utili-

ties such as British Telecom cut off a

source of revenue to the government.

srtin's Official unemployment rate

per cent compared with 10.8
er contor 6. Ectopean. Union a0 &
whole. But wit per cent of the
active population out of jobs, Midland

Bank estimates that Britain's real
mployment rate is 14 per cent, or
four million people.
mployment compensation is a
burden on public finances, though less
0 than the extra spending on retire-
ment and health required by an ageing
population.

With their calls for more active
employment policies, Labour leaders
are on home ground again. But here.
100, economics leaves litle alternative.
Motivating and training the unem-
ployed back into work is required to

nces
emedying skill shortages prevents

23

ated on a net basis in two years.

y Labour and the Tories
unison, vowed t0 avoid.

have, in

giant sh
off refo

THE view of the G7 group of
leading industrialised nations

met last weekend in
Washington was that Russia is
“at a critical juncture in its
transformation
process”. That w:
m

stagnation which is gripping
the country.

The problem is that
although the “big picture
reforms are in place - Russia
has a small but active capital 35 pe
market, and_privatisation

try's GDP originates in the pri-
vate sector - s now
depends on pushing those
reforms to the heart of the

being a state within a state,
surrendering power does not
come naturally, as Russia’s
energy companies are

ing. Take Gazprom. Its recen
promise to pay $1.2 billion in
back

ome a crusac Most
Improving efficiency within  main

Gazprom is clearly in every-

one’s interests. Th for

combination of leaks and

money is not simply going up  olies,

But for its coterie of slick
investment bankers, American

Russian energy

Gazprom remains
resistant to change,
reports John Howell

Depositary Receipts (ADRS)
which allow
imestin Toreign companies

prom remains resistant 1o
change. Nemtsov may have

rugs
rms

) —
US citizens to

of Eurobonds, Gaz.

a point or two,

IGRAINE
debilitating and time

Grugs have Gonory
utthe | over the past five years to £750 nasa

is_painful,

jasting. About one in is a tonic for drugs
eople suffer
recurrent intnd headaches that  COMPANIes for, reports
Kay Smith

Your pain and suffering

tern following a breakthrough,
“They all started to
i~

Game is il frmly running in
Gazprom’ favour.
The bigger, but sill elusive,
battle is to wrest control from
management of the

means that most of the coun-  behal

million (S1.26r) a year - and are
set to double

sponaily for tis e with

a new class of anti-migraine drug

called SHT agonists, or stimula:

tors. the field is

name

form | came to market in ani

hich takes 50 per cent of the

Sumatriptan earlier this spring,
Zeneca launched its rival SHT
agonist Zolmiptran (brand name
Zomig) in the UK. A Swedish
launch of Zomig is expected in
the early summer.

Following the completion of
clinical trials on its latest
advance on SHT agonist technol-
gy, Glaxo is expected to release
Naratriptan _(brand namet

Naramig) on to the prescription

Why migraines are not a
headache for everyone

tity 10 a gullible, nationalistic

show- for dev

cent of shares, which have to | pat
be bought as ADRs ata higher | gist wi
price than that at which the

cleaning up the monopolies  Moscow

greater foreign ownership

tle for shareholder power is
successful in Russia’s monop-

in smoke. White,
which will stick in the throat
of the Russian economy.

economy. In particular, it Gazprom's management has o Increased awareness of Marker, The drug
means restructuring the coun-  been unresponsive to it migraine and its reatments in  icensed for use in Sweden with
try's industrial giants and - sian shareholders. Attampts o | - general, wed  approval expected within other
breaing up ihe power of for.  Todss basc aceoumebity | Sumatiptan's lanch, has s Earopean Union counties s
mer state monopbles. ave been fought off with | doubled the market value of summer. Meanwhile, seven other

is is not an easy task. warnings about national sec older products. rugs companies in Europe,

Foreign investors and lend- | change
migraine market No mjor prod-
developed in the in France are all at various

Almiral in Spain and Immunotec

attracted by ti || past iy years and there was e tages of il of SHT agorists
S'enormous long-term | e publicity for existing prod- S0 in wha 1S becoming an
ucts. increasingly competitive market,

shares are traded
believe that one of the
reasons for this is man-

he may find, like Snow
that it is an apple

And according to Professor

ear-  face) which dilate or expand dur.

kIt is here tion of

percentage of patients they actu-

k on, and the likelihood

reated  The companies’ public rela-
headaches. Zolmitriptan has

ments on

Sumatriptan tablets, while Narat-

will be described  of its

work for a significant proportion
of users, o

Humphrey recalls the reaction of _But Zeneca goes a

the pharmaceutical when  ther. Zolmitraptan, it points o,
triptan’s clinical

trials first got out. “People were

excited when they saw how

effective it was.”

then took on the

nse  centalfervous ot

claims for what the product can

focused on a debate over central
is versus peripheral actions.
Peripheral refers to the blood

at  vessels (below the skull’s sur-

Glaxo rests

effects,  Sumatriptan’s success. The drug

wastage, losses of natural gas  would create. were quite simply, “pretty poor”. ~ COnstricts, or contracts, these  of
are estimated to be depriving  These restrictions, and man- 1t was his identification of a  vessels back to their normal size.

the state of $2bn in export ~agement's attitudes, will not | SHT agonist whic) ossi-  This in itself reduces a reaction claims
earnings. Western bankers and  fool foreign investors for long. | ble  the o to the nerve endings within
investors,  fr hom The Russian Prime Minister | Sumatriptan — a drug thought to  blood vessels which transmit
Gazprom s trying to raise may call Gazprom “the apple | act through the neurovascular pain back through the central

$2.5bn through a series of ~of our eye” But unless the bat- |~ system within the skull wall. nervous systs

stage fur-
has a dual action which, in addi-
tion to constricting cranial blood
vessels works directy on the

either Zeneca or Glaxo

ts have helped quadrupl of

has hard evidence, in the way of
clinical trias on humans,

action. Such claims are
therefore “market say:
are elevant

of any

28
E

Zolmitriptan.

umatriptan makes up six per
cent - or £539m

total revenue. It is early days yet

ut says

Zenece's inernational publiity

—of Glaxo's  They

exi
R pecied t be & mlor prot

uet withn  tota pharmaceuti-
cals turnover of £2.4t
o the race
can be confident there is still a
huge untapped market for their
product. The guess is that less
han ten per cent of migraine
mpa- attacks have been treated by
Sumatriptan ~ its meteroic rise
in commercial value having more
the to do with its premium price o
£8 per 100mg tablet than with
merket penetration.

and of the con
Zeneca even has a virtual reality
migraine simulator.
are also banking on
patient power to stimulate
demand, “Doctors would very
garely offer imigran. I up t
e patient 10 ask for it Says
ey Witame, fredct comme:

the past five years

nications manager for Glaxo.

high costs are acting as a
deterrent. The healthcare system
in France is pushing thse coats

authorities pay only a fraction of
the cost.

In Britain the government,
apart from a prescription charge
of £5.65, picks up the tab. But
only if i gets prescrived in the
first place. According to the
patient body. _the _sritish
Migraine Association, some doc-
tors are refusing to give patients
Sumatriptan,

But doctors should bear in
mind, advises Professor
Humphrey, that it costs only an

omy far more
days at work. It is a relatively
cheap way o freat wha 15 a v
serious condition,”

Moscow looks to
city of reformers

NIZHNY Novgorod, the showcase city
for Russian reforms has sent another

member of the prestigious counclof
directors of the Russian Banker
Association. A flent Englih speaker,
Brevnov’s skill at attracting foreign

investment aso paid off o  personal

came 10 Russia six years ago to
advise on privatisation in
Nizhny N the

talk of the

WERNER Metzen, the 51-year-old
German retailer who made his
fortune selling end-of-line goods,

conds and leftover stock to the
Garman public from Snops under
the motto “Teueres billi

Werner Metzen: "o fun any more’

expensive goods going cheap,
ms to have had his day. The

Ramschkonig, or

famed for his white Rolls Royce,

Biscount chains such as Aldi and

King of Seconds,

Lidl sell seconds and other
discount chains have sprung up.
But Metzen was a pioneer and his
style will be misse

ITWAS 3 case of et them oat cake’

Vlioppilastalo. Once it was the centre
of radical intellectualism, occupied by
Finnish students in solidarity with
their striking French colleagues in
1968 Last ek the iy opponents
to capitalism appeared to

ot s e seps
outside. On closer inspection,
however, it was clear even this shabi
bunch lacked a strong political line.
With slogans such as “N

Yes to the EU” and "Don't Feed The.
Pigeons” the protesers were lter
revealed 10 be part of a pr.

paidor by the purcaus e, Jukka
Koivisto.

WHAT do bank managers do when
they get that Friday afternoon
feeling? Go for a facial, according
10 a newsletter from Harrod:
Bank, based in the exclusive

Knightsbridge department store

owned by the Al Fayed brothers.
Operations manager Phil

a
credit balance of £1,000 (1.600)
to avoid bank charges, will b
pleased to hear that after two and
ahalf hours of pampering,
Blakemore was so relaxed he was
close to falling asleep. “The whole
ambiance was relaxing - friendly
staff, background mus of
coffee, no hassle, no rush.”

JAN Nygren, an ardent and life-long
Social Democrat who last year was
touted as the man most likely to

Fabiano Fabiani: indignant

FABIANO Fabiani, 67-
chalrman of Ity nmeccanica
the engineering compar

Controlied by stata holding group
IRI, was disturbed by news last

and Nygren found himself in the
litical outback. A few months ago,

however, Nygren became president of

Riksbyggen, a state-controlled

the rents tenants are willing to pay.

After word of a major
restructuring plen and 1
dissatisfaction about heay
e tast year_ Fabiani
s little choice
esign. “They might have had the

courtesy to let me.
ther plans,” said an

int Fabiani

GERMAN communism supposedly
went the way of the dinosaurs when

the Berlin Wall fell in 1989. Yet one

Europe’s biggest union representing
3.5 million engineerin
metalworking workers, has proposed a
32-hour-week with a corresponding
decrease in pay. But the MLDP has
scored one success. The party claims
to have enforced “revolutionary work
times” among its ranks and even one
ree day” a week. The latter, you
understand, is reserved for
party leaders.

NEW town elections are expected
in Cannes following charges of
financia iregularities against the
former mayor, Michel Mouillot,
involving casino operations and
property deals in the resort.
Mouillot, who denies the charges.

(s52m) annual turnover.
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Suicide returns
Tangentopoli
to centre stage

cut through the endemic
attern of kickbacks for
contracts, company fraud

suicide of a
Milanese businessman
has put corruption

ck in the spotlight in
the Italian business capital
once dubbed Tangentopoli

(Bribesville) for its tainted

reputation.

Ambrogio Mauri, 66, who

The death of an ltalian
businessman has
raised questions in
high places, writes
Ruth Sullivan

der to supply buses to the
Milan transport authority,
blam-  which Carlo says con’
tributed to_his father's
depression. “We were able
ry where corrup-  to offer everything that was
professionally necessary for
are still rife . Now that this contract but we still
oty vy Gt i
hing Nt returned 1o the  However, all the evidence  Italian justice on 3 fast
way it was before ... One track. “Itis clear that it
thing is certain, profession- is nat possible to fight
lism ie no longer a priority corruption only on the pen:
in public concerns o o it T, o
that those that continue o ciency and transparency,
resist have better fortune which we baly need.”
me.”

who wanted to work in an
honest way
Mauri's death brought an

g to
o put

The note ended: “All this
is really a shame. | have
tried ... 1 have not managed

Elmondo Bruti-Liberati,

sue corruption indefinitely.

is to blame for my father's there comes a
death,” he said. Ambrogio: disillusioned  when the political and com-

He' added: “My father mercial communities must
worked for 48 years in a shows that the contract was take over and reinstate free
system based on bribes and  fairly awarded e competition.”

eventual winner, Fiat sub- _ Under investigations led
sidiary Iveco. by a team of anti-corruption
Nonetheless, the issue of magistrates, 3,500 Italian
graft is a highly sensitive ~ businessmen politcians and
n Milan, and Mauri’s ~public officials have been

that the company dramatic act drew an imme-  prosecuted, ople sen-
through a tough couple of sympathetic tenced, but less than
years after 1992 when response from officials ~dozen people have been put
topoli investigations  who have fought against ~behind bars since the Mani
froze virtually all public con-  corruption. ulite operation swept the
tracts. But it pulled through, At Mauris funeral Italy's ~ country in 1
fespite having to sell a best-known former magis-  Laguna pointed out: “The
newly bult coach-bullding trate Antonio DI Pletro Mani pulite ivestigations
factory to meet debs, silently paid last  pinpoint high-level corrup-
ut as in many such  respects. Before resigningin  tio not_touct
cases, evidence for the cor- December 1995, Di Pietro ~small, everyday business
ruption which allegedly led played a leading role in the corrupti
suicide remains  five-year clean-up operation Bt not everyone in Milan
elusive. The company last  called Mani pulite (Clean is so pessimistic. Business-

year lost a hard-fought ten- woman Maria Teresa Bras-

Why VW says full
speed to the euro

accordingly. But the cur-
rencies rose and Reisch, in
effect, lost his bet.

Hands), which attempted to

AT poecember must  Firms would be less

exposed to risk, writes

Jeremy Gray in A east, that i, for the
er: time being. After all,
tough times at Europe’s FRANKFURT 1557 accounts  could

——————— recover partor all of these

losses, depending on how
the dollar behaves in the
course of the year

man for the Wolfsburg-
based car make

This is & position which
not ring out the year with s for the eventuality that
juicy gains against the dol- VW might have made a
lar, the yen and a score of ~loss,” Ruppholz said. In
European currencies. VW's
currency experts later
reported to superiors that
their hedging deals

>

senior currency trader at a
major German bank in
Frankfurt maintains that

duced not fabulous prof. - most other multinationals, 1
a liability of Volkswagen had entered ation loss day
Bt 3 bitfon (7L mil.  into 13 b 24- for-  valuation,” maintained the

lion) to be written off in
provisions in the 1996 bal-

eign exchange contracts ~ trad:

ance sheet. 1996 and which, as it currency manager Reisch
Little wonder, then, that  turns out, severely pun- “If | were VW | wouldn'
and Germany's other  ished its earnings on 31 have known how to do i

big car makers are champ- December: VW's post-tax better,” he said. Other
ing at the bit for the euro profit of Dm68OM last major German exporters

year would otherwi

other companies for this
‘what if" story

VW is already chastened
by past experience: cur-
rency speculation plunged

Selowsk

Carlo Mauri (left) and his brother Urberto stand outside the family’s factory in Milan. Carlo blames the talian system's ‘lack of ethics' for his father's death

o, 57, is president of  iolated n fighting corrup-  power for private profit But  part o tly but that thereis_ four years. None of this
italy’s recently established tion,” she said this week in ~she points out that “until ~still a progress was any help to
Bonen o T Fansparoncy  Nian whors the orgamsa.  cverjone Joins an ntigor. “Kickbacks for pubhc con- Ambrogio Mauri, apparently
International, the interna-  tion has its Italy base. ruption fight, only small — tracts was a big cash cow in ~ overwhelmed by a system he
tional organisation commit- Telntalns thet the . teps foruard Gl bo made”  Milan before th clearup.” caul it compete vt
ted to cleaning up business e investigations,  Brassioli, who owns a  she said. n his final note he wrote:

Reeling off a string of fig-

She wants to give support to
ures to support her point,

companies who find them-  anti-Rome, anti-corruption
s faced with corruption.  Northern League city coun-

uild up  cil five

islands of Itegrity so that  years have helped to
companies  don’t reduce the abuse of public

UL Wit ar ostgomg  srall compény that Ivents
products and processes in
the end of the
doing this out of selfishness
or depression or as an
escape from responsibility.”

success
n Milan in cleaning up
corruption than any other

e city
has made on tendering pub-
lic contracts over the past
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fluctuations,” Gentz said.
aimler-Benz posted a net
Dm0 ofit on cur-

rency transactions last
year: BMW reputedly also
racked up a gain, but isn't
reporting it
Strictly speaking, VW's
rum foreign exchange
deals weren't a loss, but
e written off
according to German

different, according to
Kurt Ruppholz, a spokes-

Pigch: missed target

have been Dm1bn higher
(Dm300m of provisions
were attril

unit Audi). Pre-tax returns
would have easily passe
Piéch’s near-term target of
three per cent - a painful
admittance for the chief
executive.

ncy manager
Rutbert et and his col
leagues cal ed that
three carrencies - the dol-
lar, the pound and the lira
~ would depreciate against
the deutschmark during
the course of 1996, and
hedged the company

Global Caling Card™ elephone cals | make unti
‘the 30th June 1997.

seem willing
that _the management
wort allow any further
currenc
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Soccer clubs are taking on

MEDIA

Club flotations are
being buoyed by the
promise of big money
from payTV, reports
David Short

OCCER has become a
business with a UK
stockmarket capitali-
sation of

£12 billion (52bn). It has

also spawned two iny

tor seminars in as

minars concluded

ay television.
This is despite recent share
price falls In the sector and

who_controls broadcast
rights. In recent months,
of the 14 quoted

of up to
per cent and the prices of all
three Danish quoted soccer
teams have fallen

bservers agree that

asm. The marl
learning how the sport

orks a:
although the prospects from
pay TV are becoming clearer
s pay-per-view becomes a
possibility through the
development of -multi-

London’s Wembley Arena

a fund manager at insurance
group Commercial Union,
said: “Most institutions still
do not hold shares in foot
ball clubs and are fairly
missive of them. We don’
tow what the industry will
be like in four or five years'
time. | still don't think the
City really understands it

United last summer, pointed

the Clty at their own game

Money well spent: Newcastle United is the latest UK club to come on to the market. The £15m paid for striker Alan Shearer has proved a good investment

out that most of the invest
ment 5o far had come from

be the major income in the
future,” he added.
Nevortnelecs, Caspian's
purchase of Leeds United
for £165 million has already
proved a good investment
even before the arrival of
pay-per-view. Its
capitalisation is around
despite the down

wrn in the sector.

t pay-per-view is cer.
tainly seen as the reason
why investors wil be drawn
into the soccer business.
Akers said: “In_ six
nine months digital televi-
sion and w will

Eighty to 90 per cent of the
reason for taking up a

digital platform
ilms, it is soc
s encouraging
of the reason for
caution is that it remains
undecided whether pay-per-
view revenues will go to the
national football associa.
tions or directly to the clubs.
The managements of major

Rotterdam’s Feyenoord and
PSV Eindhoven — could
negotiate separately from
the Royal Dutch Football

is not
d that

indicating that pay-per-view

teams generally want to et with Variable suc-
negotiate their own pay TV cess in Europe.

terms. At Soccerex, Phil - Robert Welch of French
Carling, commercial director pay TV group Canal P

at the UK's Football Assoc-  said at Soc Dutch-
iation, which has a four-ye: never puts i hand in
pay TV deal for its premi i pocket foran

League competition with
satellte broadcaster BSkyB,
said: “We assume the broad-

"and opinion Is mixe over
whether _clubs  across
Europe will make a head-

castrghts aro ours” fong rush towards flotation

end of last ye as a result of the British
outeh coumt riled m.n Ciniee  cxample, Akers sad: -Many
major clubs European clubs have struc-

ot Ameterdam's Ajax,  tural problams, such 5

being owned by foundations.
I don't think there will be &

industry finance seminar in

ndon the previous week,
Nick Bevan, an analyst at
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell,
said: “Continental European
clubs realise the danger of
being left behind by the
more commercial approach
of UK clubs - particularly as
players enjoy increasing
freedom of m

However many _clubs

me to market, analysts
and instiutions iy refain
cautious about the sector
because of a shortage of
football managers capable
of running a big, publicly
quoted business. Akers said:

“The majority of money has
been spent by the least
effectiv feams”

e added that there were

The question had a partic-

crown,
resigned after a disagree.

Nt at Caspian over con-
trol of the clu

AD

B THIS Saturday (3 May)
has been declared World
Press Freedom Day 1o
remind people - and
particularly governments
~ that the rights most
‘western journalists take

there are 180 journ:
imprisoned in 22
countries for trying to

alists

Of those 180 in jai, 78
are held in Turkey, which
is keen to join the

One of eight regulations

on media issue

authorities states that in
Kong "the media

Ap Liss

must act in accordance
with the policy formulated

the Party Central
Committee”.

IN MGM'S first major
deal since it was bought

Hollywood studio is fo
buy Allanta-based
Melromedia Intenational
Group’s library for $573
million in cash. MGM will
acquire the 2,200-ite fim
and television library as
well as the production
and distribution activities
of Metromedia'’s
entertainment group,

fotion
Picture Corporation of
America. MGM wé

bought by billionaire Kirk
Kerkorian and Australian

acquisition would double
the size of the studio’s
ibrary.

Tobacco companies take a different road to get message across

TOBACCO manufacturers, increasingly
hit by bans and curbs on advertising in
Europe, have discovered a new way of
gettting their message across (0 the
public - advertising on private cars. In

Spanish capital

Madrid, the Pall Mal cigarette logo can
bodywork of 75
cars as they are driven around the

Logocar, the company behind the

initiative, said it i in talks with a
nd cigarette company as well as
manufacturers of soft drinks and beer

V and travel companies. The car

owners

receive $230 a montl

Europe fails to
take mobile
data initiative

EUROPE i not taking its
own mobile data medi
cine. The business case is
clear: mobile profession-
als need to send and
receive e-mail and faxes.
They also require access
0 the information on their
corporate intranet.

“The designers of GSM —
the European_digital
mobile phone standard —
foresaw this market

We are being left
behind in the race to
perfect data transfer
over mobile phones,
says Bob Emmerson

media notebook it can

Services started later that function as a speaker-
year. But it didn't take of e. These devices
Despite the fact that were shown in March this
Europe most year at the Hannover
mobile professionals (1.7 CeBIT computer fair by
million compared with ~Ericsson and Noki

10,6 million in the US and

3.5 million in Japan), only  celluiar communications

6.3 per cent of the 6.4 capability, with optional

million notebook PCs in use as a simpl

use phone makes sense. But

adapter. GSM in Europe  what about a GSM phone
ets a n with a We

uter having a

9000: but is this really

what the market w

ot Bave 0 "Kon Bakedce: dector
of business development

for Canada's Nortel, says:

S can expect 6 b
to buy one in about ten
‘months.

Mobile data over GSM

adapters for computers

were expensive, but that ~represents an enormous
shou pportunity.
have | had but Euro:
T mpat  EUTOpean ek, [Tuie:
on business i has not
et s INAUSITY e
years | on. chalienge. So
haraware  has not fast " year
suppliersand merica's
578 risentothe i stepped
operators in
bhme She  challenge  formed he
1acK Of SON. s MObile Dot
ware. Initiative

adapters were and
still are proprietary pieces

arch Ut comput-  are telecoms manufactur-
ing is all about open stan-  ers such as Ericsson,
dards. And why should Nokia and Nortel. But 5o

u o carry two too are Microsoft, Com.
devices around? The com-  pag, IBM, and Toshiba, It

digital assistants (PDAS) -

st e Apple  Next year GSM opera-
wtor then failed  tors will start offering
to deliver. One guess is flexible, high-speed data

transfer (up 1o eight times

icker). And a year after
that we are set to get a
, low-cost ser.
vice that is ideal for e-mail
over the Internet. But now
that Intel and Microsoft
are on board the pace
could quicken.

Challenges remain: the
need for really good appli
cation software is one of
the more obvious. That is
rop of good news for leading
mobile data products are lights among Europe’s
better focused software industry. Micro:

jour needs are data-  Soft's entry represents.
centric (messages and both a threat and an

information) you simply  opportunity. The really big
plug one of the new cellu- bucks will come when

lar data cards into your US gets its own digital cel-
notebook or PDA. They  lular network into shape.
have similar dimensions to _Re: o want

a credit card and incorpo-
GSM _telephony.
And if you use a multi

mail: Bobe@IAEhV.l.

Continued from page 19

with interest coupons o the
agency and produce evi-
dence that the bonds were
physically located outside

he or sf

to 1958, and that the tardi-
ness e to “extreme
hardship”.

This might include, for

instance, 10ss by theft or
belated recovery of the

the responsible court for a
deglaration of valiiy

erman government
ol says that the chances

Worthless paper or priceless bonds?

f any courts declaring
redemptions nowadays are

re-1945_bonds

need to concentrate on st
Sccording to the German

the unpudlished numbers”

minute. Frank M
vice-president of the Bt
Schulden Verwaltung, the
ral office
responsible for public debt,
says: "There are only about
2,000 valid Dawes and

Young bonds in circulation.”
rman government
doesn't publish a list of the
serial numbers of these
onds - not to discourage
s, Mergenthaler says,

but "si

as many
bonds, or some 10,000 to
12,000 national securies of
ihe German ille-
ally in e says.
e don't publish a st of
known numbers.” Mergen

ecause
el ot Koow they

53

ow-
ever, that the federal gov-
ernment doesn't know either

clause of the
London Debt Agreemen
“That's when the fraudsters
gained the upper hand t

approach those people with

s
rade them in”
egardless of actual validity.
are still making the rounds A ot of people thought:
“Aha, evil Germany is finally
getting around to paying its
are bills, and didn't Iook at the
Tesporsile for verfying and  detals of the London Debt
settling claims on this
paper, he
‘The agency official says
that investors in the US and
elsewhere didn't read the
fine print when, in 1990,
Bonn announced in full-page
newspaper adverts that it
would pay outstanding inter-

agreed a pact of silence” in
settlements with bondhold-

ers to keep the matter out of
the public eye, Mergenthaler
says. “We're approached
practically every day with
queries about these bonds,

d we require any.
one to keep silent?

ITTLE says the bond-
holders are afraid to
present their bonds for

validation. the
holders did send the physi-
they were

returned punched [and
therefore worthless]. Our
simply not will-

ing to do this.
ent lists of num-
bers of bonds held in a vault

ermans
them had been previously
redeemed. The Germans

were suggesting they were
among those stolen from
Berlin.”

Little adds: “Let's
away from the fairy stories;
being ahe to sete thee or

value is nirvana for

"re not

going to be abie to afford to

do it American banks i
forgan have a contin-

ar
Jent iy issued some

o s gt e e et
tle with us? If I hand 100
bonds in, has it got $100m

for the period since the pay-
ments were stopped. Let the

‘The ultimate guarantor is the Bank for International Settlements
and that means every citizen in the G7 nations will end up paying’

says Little, “If you claim
350000 were stolen fine;
give us the 350,000 serial

numbers which you obvi-
German government give

me a 50-year bond on that
and I'm Rappy. Even renew
itin another 50 years; I'll
keep that bond floating and
willaise colateral against

that, el agree 10 destroy
bonds. They

hat for the people that held  us deal with the rest because

these . things Tor all those  the rest are then obviously

years.” real. But they won't follow
us o that one either.”

As to the allegation that
many of the bonds were
stolen, Little is dismissive.
“We send them bonds for

‘We will view the outcome

validation - even ones put for settlement
stamped that they've held in the year end and if the
the fssuing American banics  system s made easer for s,

issue and with- wise, the

an affidavit of authenticity
rom the presi
secured deposit form in

California was provided, cer- next March we will hire
tifying that the bonds have  law firm in the States."
His bondholders will have

remained continuously in
the United States since their
inital ssuance,

Y to the Germans,” 2 ot of antidue wallpaper,
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Climber scales new heights for Elopak

E a lot of Norwegians,  The Norwegian drinks
Bjor Flatgard appears be
slightly uncomfortable in an packaging group has
indoor environment. Well ambitions to be a
dressed and with an imposing
figre, Flaigira 47, ghes e global player, wites
impression that he would be
more at ease i an informal set. Hale Richards
ing. It comes as no surprise that
the president of the Norwegian  gable(pull-apart-and-pour)
packaging group Elopak loves
mountaineerin
Flatgard has an impressive

involves an aseptic plastic pouch
system called EloPouch, devel-
oped with German engineering

Elopak has the

Spoilage.” Flatgard said.
iew product is a por-
tion pack produced in a joint

ing on it. In 1986, when he was ~ company’s target areas are Asia
appointed chief executive officer  and Latin America.

of Nycomed Pharma, the com- Al this time. we are only Elopak's direction continues to
pany had an annual turnover of ~exporting blanks to_Asia, be on global competition
fess than Nkr200 million although we recently opened a between Pure Pak and aseptic
(528.6m). In 1995, his last full ~ blanks factory at Fastiv, near drinks packaging, meaning, in
year runining the company, its  Kiev, Ukraine.” excence. the confict emween the
Sales had risen o NKr3.5 billion lopak is also involved in Elopak and Tetra Pak systems

Flatgard was offered the job aseptic (sterile) packaging, the
It August after the unexpected _ tradionl strorgholdof s ival
eath of his predecessor, 52.  Sweden’s Tetra Pal

Year-old Bl Storm. After st opposed to pure lid packging,
eight months at Elopak, Flatgérd ~ aseptic packaging is used for
has the glow of a man with a fluids mixed with preservatives,
golden chance. He is talking - such as long-ife milk and uies.

Iages ready for an nflux of fresh

expansion. “Orderly growth, They are also used for wine. milk and juice’
mind you, but | see enormous  Flatgard says s roup's post Figad seieves the world is
opportunities in our on in the aseptic

present situation. market i “basically
P Speas ot e Elopak and IRt e el

obvious possibility for example packag-
of geograpnicaly  1€tra Pak [P VETPECT

extending our pres- juices
edinlour Bore had arow  “Eina ana Tea
business, Pure Pak Pak Mad a cele-
liquids packaging, over an brated row over an
by which | mean the alleged attempt by company’s Pure Pak liuid pack.
packaging of fresh  Aft@MPt Dy the Swedish giant to aging systems can boom because
fiuid products, ke drive the Norwe. of 2 growing popular taste for
milk and juices”. the Swedes gians out of the . fresh products.
Perhaps because N talian  marl The major question is how
Fagind previousy {0 drive  thravah predatory  Talking expansion:after ight morths n the o Elopa chalfman Flaghrd has the ow of a man who s been handed a golden opportunty gloval 'expansian
ran a publicly held pricing. financed. “We have owners who
company. e has o E|opak out I the ealy 19605 being fined Ecu7Sm  Grenfell analyst who has studied _ Elopak began operations in  genial but firm, an attitude that  are strong financially, but
een eye on prof- Eldpas Gecided to. (SBomy. S (e Tagest POnaly  (he o COMDANIES Delloves 1057 Wnen i sechred European ey Slem 1o I Jamiy Dack.  magine oo of ek ot wold
itability. He wants of Ital DUl a Gable top Ever imposed on a sngl i by Elopaics umover figures are o0 rights 1o make and Sel Amricas  ground: s faher was & Sohool feqre some very major funcing
to see a ‘rapi y systems factory in  the European Union. The fine  conservative. “They are much Ex-Cell-0 pure pack cartons. teacher as is wife Kiersti and the  Let me say this. We are ver

italy to expand pro-  was confirmed at the beginning too low, For one thing, a lot ~ Startup financing was provided eldest of his three sons, Thomas.  open to alliances, particularly in
uction of this year by the European stems from licensing, For by the Andersen family, owners Although he says he understands  specific areas, like research and
Flatgérd, who had no involve-  Court of Justice. No further ~another, | think they just don't ~of Tiedemanns Tobaksfabrik, a the lure of the classroom, he  development and production. At

ment in the dispute, is reluctant  appeals are possible. Tetra Pak  reveal itall” the analyst said tobaceo enterprise founded by - prefers the nands.on ole ofry: —some point. | can even sec an
to talk about it. But the late  still denies it broke EC competi- __She said the accounts of the royal grant in 1778. Johan ing to do something with an alliance that would involve the
determination to make the group  Storm said in 1994: “Tetra Pak i fedemanns gr wns  Hentik Arcersen, ather and son, _ enterprise, 0 create Something  enti Elopak group, but there i
grow quicki responded by  viciously One of the ironies of the dis-  Elopak, are audited with refer- are today described as, respec:  in a business environment” no thought of a share issue,”
Flatgard is an ambitious man.  underpricing their version of our  pute was that at the time neither ~ ence to Norwegian accounting —tively, chairman and owner o fter taking the job, he  Flatgdrd said.
“That force is tempered by a sur- systems and overcharging company was based in an EU  practice and that the country's — the Tiedemanns group. announced that he would “take In the short time since taking
face calm and a natural courtesy,  for their own specialties nation. Another curiosity is that ~ approach to foreign subsidiaries _Flatgdrd remains modest about  time to identify the right peaple  charge Flatgard appears to have
but this is a man who, one way _“Specifically, they gave away both Tetra Pak and Elopak are is not in line with his appeal to the Andersens. “'m in _each decision-making ~redirected Elopak. to have st it
aranother, s gong o get ahead, fresh product machines,and 'm  amily businesses and both are  financal centres, “Dor't orget,  hardly a packaging specialst,  process”, meaning finding the  firmly on an expansion course
impression is that despite its  talking about million-dollar reluctant to release financial in lopak bought the I'm a manager with a degree i right executive for the right job. to become a possible rival to the
potentil Elopak has kepta rela.  machines. They sold gable op  information. However, Tetra Pak  viorkd rights to the old Ex- kO business administaton and mas; - e added, "when the decision  mighty Tetra Pak. A [ot of Oslo
tively low profile. My ambition is ~ packaging materials at what ~ said it had a 1996 consolidated  Pure Pack. They now have a rela- ~ ters in chemical engineering.” has been made, | expect the —observers are betting that this
s that would  were lower than raw materials ~turnover of . while  tionship with licensecs ll over Fis bosrd seats iclude AKer. the  entire organisation 10 stand  strong-mindec, very ambitious
enable the group 1o benefit from  costs.” Elopak's complained to ~ Elopak's turnover came {o about  the world. I'm not saying Elopak  big Norwegian engineering and behind that choice". man will svenilly traneform
increased visibilty the competition commission at ~$500m, according to Flatgdrd. s as big as Tetra Pak, but this is ol industry Service organisation. _ Flatgard says Elopak has some rofle” packager ino'a
Elopak is the market leader in  the EC. This resulted in Tetra  However, a Deutsche Morgan 2 global business,” shé sai IS management Syl 15 Con-  promising new products. One ity global player

Mr Entertainment brings TE—— I
Las Vegas to Germany o il Lh

Rolf Deyle is about to bars ahsrqs:eswly‘\lgnz (y;uex:m K I E [ R .
lift the curtain on his sive performance rights is

latest production in e key o Stellas success vou've invested the tne o leam o foreign like: Thaek sonncthing rditional courses can' ot
Stuttgart, reports musical theatres have to m v acqu And-the-mmigmeraivmrgrine format
id Bri offer something the public an st dhat can pay substancial dividend it s Instructiv,
David Brierley St R camo! S0 b aty u\[ ihx;'kf;;rl\.{ ay “‘Tvn;{\]q:‘“ .dhn in 1‘n raining as 1t is instructiv
elsewhere. The recent set. g bl aprkgrplcg, The profm.is Ty o i 5
THE largest gambling and backs of Lord Loyd weober | |y chiinuc m.,mf\f,." itond e RS oo et it Fhend ey
e Boutovard e | | comnleave schuol inish the comse,or mose hack 10 il Jourmalises —gll garive speakers — each
Sirutea oy Sremer o the | | Enlih speaking con St TRGETE Trlocks 16 Jour 1o o fuoiT
difficulty of filling the lead . S s i card i elephone: Q800853 2550 T A7 Lt DGR b el HRUERERIRL,
role Wit a star, it does
not work - T 2 CLINST i £
S e o Wit as acauied 10: Chimps-FLYS , FREEPOST, LENDOA { 'N Z 1) 1l Y
jon-deutschmark” projects the rights 1o 15 musicals, it 7
across Germany as not bou nset - L o Snd
Three million visitors a Boulevard. It is intended to acclimed audiomagizines for infe mdmw and  With cach new ediion, you! H build your vocahulary,
year make their way 10 the float Stella on the stoct wdsineed students ch, G Spnis] e your listening comprehensio i
Year make their way (0 the Hloat stells on the stock | | adsmced stodentsof French, G, Spanih, snd - inprove your ivening comprebersion, s ncreme
Zentrum, which overlooks this, Rolf Deyle, who looks Imlmn I',wch consists ul an )mur long wur cutrueal [Q)7 as chowgh you were

b 15 not keen mc(mn;man v ”

the musical Miss Saigon, s to carn money.~ | | printed tmanscripe with ONEY-BACK
which has been playing to says. "He does N ¢ voenbul s
built 1,800-seat theatre with the Frank. | | section. Optional study Take 30 duvs
since December 199 furter Allgemeine newspa- supplements, priced sepa- examine vour first ulition. If

nother musical theatre is in a series S ot for v e
being anatrcred o the e foies | vately. includke innovative s mor for you, just et us
same site. This will house ment answers. listening excrcises and Krow, and we'll rofund your
Beauty and the Beast, set uestions have evie woney. You have norhing o
10 open In December, The asked about the closed.end | | 4T Teviews v You b d
mush , tio property trust, Kapital- kose. So why nor find it for
with Disney, is already sold  Deyle: his site near Stuttgart airport is drawing huge crowds ~ Consult, which has bought ecause they're period- vourseli whar thousands of
out for the whole of next and leased back el they .
ear; Deyle and Disney are ~ Papageno sounds in the 1o seat 1,500. The existing ~Stuttgart Centre from Deyle icals, they wive you s business people, educators,
also behind a London pro- hour on a very metallic flute. opera houses belong to the  With funds of Dm2.2 biliion means of honin vour lanvage skills monthin.—— dindomars, and professionals in six enntinenes e
duction which opens this Deyle is confident that the  state, so we had to build our  ($1.3bn), Kapital-Consult is

e Dominion Broadway success of own,” Bremer says. the largest such fund in

Theatre. Beauty and the Beast can  Apart from the new musi-  Germany. Bremer insists
Stuttgart’s proud boast is  be repeated in London and cal theatres in Stuttgart, that everything is at an
that only Las Vegas mega: ~ Stuttgart. “It is a show Stella has built theatres in arm's length basis: “We
which everyone can come Hamburg, Bochum, Essen have no links with them and

and enjoy, whether they are and is constructing one in  they have none with us.
five, vears old o 60." Berli: it owns a half stake Dyl is rom Swabia and

explains Jurgen Bremer, in the new Duisburg and  typifies the successful busi-
Chief execuive of the Deyie  Essen theatres and nas sold  néssman from this south
holding company. and leased back those in  German region where the
fe, through its Stella ~ Stutigart local_motto_is schaffe,
subsidiary, has been inv-  From a background in schaffe, Hausle baus
d in musicals for 12 property development, ~(work, work, build your
years, bringing the works of ~ Deyle has moved into the home) and where it

Andrew Lioyd Webber to  entertainment business in a  deeply unfashionable to
Germany. Cats and Phan-  big way. As well as its Stella flaunt wealth. A workaholic
tom of the Opera in Ham- musical business, it is who racks up a 14-hour day,
burg, Starlight Express in - iniolved n glfcourdes, i supervising every detal of

and  production, film trading and  the developments, Deyle
the Amazing Technicolour — cinema construction. o e o ahaw atenton
Dreamcoat In Essen attract _ Deyle has build seven  to himself
millions of visitors. Deyle multiplexes in Germany and e does, however, collect
also has the rights to the aims to build a total of 20. the modern art of the region For faster service, order with your credit card via telephone: 0800 833 257 or FAX to 0171 738 0707
Cameron Webb-produced  Unlike Britain and the US, and regularly lends out his or +44 171 738 9324 @ In the U.S. cal 1800 824 0829
musicals Miss Saigon and ~ these are si the collections to public gal-
Les Miserables, the latter of ~ city centres, not out-of- leries. Part of his collection
Lich 5 playing i now  town. - Geraan. cinama. 1 on daptay i ahe S EUR 24
possesses aMagio Flute _ theatre in Dusburs goers wish to eat or drink at  Zentrum, not far from the
clock where a mobile ceded thestres able  inner-city restaurants and  Magic FIve clock
- - eamee - -

van Tl vac R rl xR
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253% INdEUR 250 Index 23205 Sector Index |% change| % change Lasmo. K. o as 2
‘ Week ago| Year ago et ey L
i i |2250 ~Change thisweek 4388 B T
ol £ Banks 2011 21| 424 e )
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ol Health & Pharm 7617. 2 314 wh i
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bl Leisure 1860. o 20
bl Media & Info 3384, o ]
Tn Metals 3083 o 131 PAPER & PACKAGING 4 50%
b1 Motors 1328. o 288 Ta 384
i sxm ol 3380 1 361 -
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iy Retail 2642, 12| 264 - et
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- Prices soar TR Em 8 R
bt 9% change | % change 12 month SumA. S 1 ey
Market Index Latest_|Weekago | Yearago | High | low | MO e i is
E AmsterdamAEX 7633 | 2 6 | 7 5128
o thens General 14650 2: 6 | 1465 8730 PROPERTY & A
b Brueedls Bel-20 172 | 0. 7| 22235 | 16526
: . Budapest BTl 5020 | 2 1250 | saszs | 2s30 | CONSTRUCTION e 300%
: Copenhagen  Stock Market 544 i 8| 5555 | 3974 | oy om -
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EUROPEAN stock markets surged higher last | Macrid Madrid SE S012| o o | “Soaa| “maro | e — i
b week, tracking US bond and equity prices as | Milan btel 121660 | 0 6 | 127990 | 92840 | ISt n f i
k the latest American statistics presented a | Oslo X 5o57 | 2 81 | 6224 | 4374 | i Gamat D o
b more comforting picture of inflation suggest- | Paris 40 26029 | 3 22 | 27092 | 19541 | (Hebm G G
ing that interest rates might not be headed | Prague Stock Market 531 Ee 04 | 6290 | a795 | i W b
: higher, writes Chris Butler. tockholm  Affarsvar 26105 [ 4 1| 28324 | asas1 | c 5 )
: ere widespread expectations that | Vienna Credit Aktien 402 0. 51 | a6z | 3wz | A i E
: interest rates would be increased at next | Warsaw WIG-20 615 [ 2 38 | 18049 | 12359 | v Sehwins gy
i month's meeting of the Federal Open Market | Zurich SPI 710 2. 05 | 30710 | 20407 | X pri
b Committee to curb growth in the US econ- | New York Dow Jones 67830 | 0 17 | 7085, 466 | i B
: omy amid fears that inflation was getting out | Tokyo ikl 186704 | 0 160 | 226668 | 173037 | st i
3 of control. But the fears subsided after the | HongKong ~ Hang Ser 600. 0. 63 | 138682 | 105730 | WL S
: 1 Department reported that its | Pan-turope  IndEUR Blue 2525 | 2: 48 | 25525 | 21520 | Meweorsue s @ o
2% employment cost index rose by just 0.6 per | PanEurope  IndEUR 2 2305 | 1 32 | 2 0. L
cent in the first quarter against analysts pre- L
dictions of a rise of at least - RETAIL 1%
‘As Wall Street prices soared on the back of  than 1.5 per cent higher. Financial shares  about the Labour party gaining power. A 1%
the US data, markets followed rong, encouraged by the recent  In Paris, the market regained its poise w2166
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Privatisation shares
finally begin to perform

ILLIONS of inves-
tors
bougnt shares. in

Chris Butler Vi
have begun to focus on

YOUR MO

ULD HAVE EARNED
Annualised performance
Five

HAT

Europe’s privatised ~ sharehofder value and | privatisations) Onevear Three
industries may at last be get-  returns have improved. A | Austia
ting a better return for their  further confirmation of this | France
ney. For the first time  trend is likely to lead to fur- | aly
since mid-1993, European ther restructuring and refo- | Spai

privatised shares have out-
performed their non-priva- ~ adds: “If thi
tised counterparts.

According to equity strate-  that privatisation shares will
gist Richard Davidson of  see their long-term under
broker Morgan Stanley, the  performance reversed.”

fence of improv-

Ko7 145 141 85
N s ey, scop Euope an Ekcps X  colr. s

privatised companies was N eraniage roumet
4.3 per cent higher at 24.2  gram v g Sy o
pe During the heyday o pri

.

long time, privatised first few days of trading, in

the longer term these shares
.

underperformet
h

companies have seen a dra-
matic turnaround in their
erformance. Over the 12

ductivity gains were sluggish  latest privatisation. They The table shows the per-  months to the end of March,
ind share price performance ~ were often rewarded with  formance of the privatisa- ~privatisation shares have
as the past two  large capital gains on their  tion issues compared with outperformed their local
years things have begun to  initial investments. In conti-  the MSCI index over differ- markets in most European
change. Governments have  nental Europe, investors  ent time periods in terms of  countries, with the biggest
ecome more attuned to  were not so lucky. Despite capital appreciation. On a ~outperformance in Italy,

nvestor needs, companies  the positive returns in the  one-year view, the privatised  which saw privatised shares

1o fund. Antherfactr o consider
FUND RANKING i ceonomic gont
Land (5.8 per cent), the Barbados rate increases in order to control

THE Commercial Union Privilege.
Monthly Income fund from Commercial
Union Luxembourg tops our table of
bond Eurofunds investing in fixed
interest securities this week, writes

Melane Bien. per cent), Robert Fleming (5.1 per Already this year there has been
The fund, launched in June 1990, cen), Roihschild (five per cent), around £10 billon issued in shorter
a minimum investment of sing Financ {4 per cem),  dated stering deb, which shol
£10,000 (§16,000). The annual Hyder (4.7 per cer) RBS (46 per " provide a boost o he fund, but
arge s 125 per contand the et sent) and Woolwih bulding socety  demand for yield rom nvestors and
mated gross yield is 7.2 per cer (a5 per PEP funds continues to support the
The S8 f he und sand at 4.7 ‘The fund manager believes thatin  longer end where there is vitually no

millon, the short-term the market has been  issuance at the moment,
lnd's prinoipa holdings are in - focusing on the UK general slection on _conlinues 0 be invested inlonger-

Aoy Nntorel (5 per o B iy e s e o et on | G Eurosering pond

P 30 BOND EUROFUNDS

for per Analytical [ .
Bond 1200 sale in three or more
Eurofund: in US dollars for one year .
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LEADERS AND LAGGERS: BOND EUROFUNDS INVES'

ING IN EUROPE
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Expats offered own
mortgage scheme

IN BRIEF

= THE Robeco Group is

adding five sub-funds to its
range of RG Interest Plus

inds. The new
Luxembourg-registered A NEW mortgage package  offshore investment arm in
funds will comprise a US. for British expatriates living Hong Kong has seen a sharp

increase in business over the
past month.

Many expatriates are buy-
ing property and letting it
out while they are abroa

dollar and Swiss franc-
denominated RG Money been launched by the UK-
Abbey National bank-
writes
Butler. Following the recov-
in'the Bri

gain 22.2 per cent more | currencies, and in Belgian
francs. Previously, the funds | ey
examples where | have been available in
privatised companies did ot | Dutch gulders only.
outperform local markets
were in Spain (a 4.4 per
cent underperformance) and
er cent)
Svrallin Europe, privatised
companies outperformed
the MSCI Europe by 4.3 per | accounis. Mink
cent over the 12 months and

order to take advantage of

the interest rates on offer
offshore

mortgage package is offer-

between £50,000 ($80,000)
and £1 million, but in reality
ven larger mortgages are

overseas investors wanting

t0 buy a residential property
ritain.

Demand for UK property

has come from expatriates

throughout Europe and the

Middle and Far East. Many

for Europe, excluding the want to buy before the ris- ~avilable. They are normally
UK, by 15.9 per cent Conas 352 44 1. ing trend in house prices ~granted for 25 years and
wever, over any perio accelerates too rapidly. there is a choice betwee:
longer than ihree years the | & DUBLIN:based Widland ding to David Sid-  standard variable rates
picture is disappointing. In | Life International dall, retail operations direc.  and fixed and capped-rate

tries, and for | launcheda

tor’ for Abbey National mortgages.
Europe as a whole, privati- | bond, allowi

Offshore, there has been a _Although the new scheme

Sation shares have underper- particularly strong interest i taiored to meet the needs
formed the markets. year-on-year growth from from residents and expatri- of UK expatriates, it is avail-

The country with the | UK and US stock markets. | ates working in Hong Kong.  able 1o any overseas inves-
poorest record of return is | Investors are given a fixed tor, including continental

France, where on a three,
five, and ten-year time framé
privatised companies have

European residents who
want to buy a property in
the UK for investment pur-

2
]
a
3

e worse than the overall | Investments can be made | mer UK colony to China, poses. The scheme is being
market. Over the ten-year | for four or sixyears. The | Abbey National has found @ operated from Abbey"
period, only Austria has a r Tot of peopl ant to n

record of privatisations
beating the market on all the
four time peri

Analysts choose US

INVESTORS looking for
opportunities to make Som
money should move into the

$10,000. {ake acvantage o an invest
Contact: +3531 6625688 | ment _opportunity.
Group's Branch office of ts

z
3

act e
Ofishore: tl +44 (0)1624

stocks

mier names in their indus-
tries, seem unlikely to out-
perform 25 dramatically as
they have in the past

tocks replacing these

mine how long it would take
a well-financed competitor
to create a comparable oper-
ational edge. So far, the 40

Melanie Bien

immediate threat to the
US rather then Europe, st~ comparative advantages
least in the short- any US firms enjoy.” est ideas outperformed the
erall, by country, the | AS a result, Europe has Morgan Staniey All-Country
fallen out of favour to some  World Index by more than
tation among analysts'  extent, with analysts believ- 7.
ing many European markets
are fully valued at current
levels. The European com.
panies still included on the

But some stocks have
been removed from the orig-
inal list, including Frenc
companies Techni

well as BMW, Federal
Express and ollfed explo-

vide a go
fation campany Scl

At Morgan Stanley, where
analysts have just reviset

Slock choices mada six 1ist are chosen for their Thomson, after sirong price Léss obvious stocks which
months ago, the view is that ~ Strong market positions, and  moves. Kodak and McDon-  offer good opportunities
the US market can enjoy one  the benefits to come as ald is0
more rall estructuring takes hold and  early signs of deteriorating
teve Roach, Morgan uncertainties over monetary fundamentals. Also on the for its new emphasis on
Staney analyst i Now York,  unon ae resoyed ay out are Disney, British ~ shareholder value; and Fuji
‘s new-found 1t of 1,650 siocks fol-  Petroleum, Hoechst and iIm, for improved
Competitive prowess has not lowed by Morgan Stanley, ~Shin-Etsu Chemical, which ing performance and
een derailed by develop- 238 were originally identi- were rated neutral by ana-  attractive valuation. Swiss
ments in the global foreign fied as having a competitive lysts. Pfizer, DuPont and pharmaceutical  giant
change market. Also the ~edge in the global arena. Singapore Airlines, though Novartis has also been

rise in the dollar presents no  Analysts sought to deter-  considered among the pre-  include

Paintings for hire become a
popular option in Madrid

YOUNG Dutchman, SALEROOM

doesn't get made, because
they don’t want to bother

nis “wite Vi their boss with anything as
rented an office in inessential as art.”

Madrid in 1994 an Laura Suffield reports on how a Dutch a Esfera del Arte has

launched a company to  couple have brought works of art to offices cgm.my got some impres-

lease art for offices. They
Started out in the middle of
a recession with no previ-
ous business experience,
and in a country where the
product was unknown.

books.
Clients include the Madrid
office of ING, Barings, the
Westdeutsche Landesbank,
AT Kearney and Ericsson,
the Swedish telecoms
giant. Top Madrid law

circles there. For her part,
Vivaca Hoetink brought to
the company a Princeton
degree in comparative lit
erature and experience in
one of Madrid’s top pub-

Expenses are low: apart
from the rent on the office
other _operational
costs, the main outlay is
insurance for the art and
its transport to clients’

d is' growing lishing houses. offices. firms, financial institutions
steadily, and the Hoetinks ~ Four young Spanish t of its main and Spanish banks are al
now plan to ope; entrepreneurs (who are  clients in Madrid, the com-  using their services.
Barcelona office. Their ~still partners in the com-  pany's approach is to pro- Hoetink is tactful about
success led to the opening  pany) provided the fin- duce a detailed proposal his clients; but it is clear
fast month of another com- ~ ance, and hold a 52 per ~for offices, including pho- ~that a key part of his role is
pany offering a similar cent stake; the Hoetinks tographs of the works of ~to persuade businessmen
ervic: ave the remaining 48 per art in the proposed loca- of the merit and value of
Hans Hoetink studied art  cer tions. The next stage is to ~ contemporary art. I could
history at the University of _ Clients (ranging from a arrive with the paintings, ~be turning over a lot more

Leyden, the Netherlands’
top university for the sub-
ject. His father was direc-

major multinational to den-
tists) have the option to

prints or drawings, an
few spares, because there
are always last-minute offered tacky flower paint

tor of the Mauritshuis a large group of artists for ~ changes of heart. °I always says. “But in the
museum in the Hague — whom Hoetink acts either  aim to deal with the person  long run | think that would
Hoetink confesses that he  as a dealer or broker. “If ~at the top of the company, be failing the client. I am

felt the need to set himself
up outside the country
because the family name
was 50 well-known in art

Photograph
makes
$376,000

I'sell the painting, the  be it the managing director
artist gets 50 per cent” he or the president”, says
says. "With rental arrange- Hoetink. “Go to anyone ween
ments it is more flexible.” lower, and the decision

good art and what

pleases the client.”

AT CHRISTIE'S New York last
month

Deposit your money safely offshore
and receive tax-free
10.75% interest in U.S. dollar

 Absolutely no taxes witheld.

« Your account is t0 be

« Your name and country of residence will not be disclused to anyone,
You earn a fixed interest rate for the full term of your deposit

 Trust Department available.

v The Excelsior Bank

THE EXCFLEIOK INIERNATIONAL BANK CORD,
Cantral Bank Building, Brideciown, Burbados
el: 12461 2280010 ot 1216 135-3155 Fax: (2401435-3157
wieexe dioshunk con
The Excehiar nternatnons! Wank Cocperation is 3 uly asarss Yank with the Goernment of Bartados

w

pri
ever paid lur a thulgqrauh at auc-

$376,000 against an estimate of
$150,000 to $200,000. The photo-
graph, from 1926, is printed on a
tiny sheet of postcard paper mea-
suring 8cm

i one of three images of

fcon: Monrian's Pipe and Glasses, Pris was sold inNew York or the
iest amount ever paid for a photogray
oyt 1550e age et it 2Bt oAt Kenész

two other Mondrian images: an
American private collector paid

mated at $150,000 to $200,000).

otographs
$220,000,), and the, third of - were for sle, the copyright o the

up. Mondrian’s Studio, images was not - that remains
B e 1o $260,500 (st Witk e cctate o Kortész

Hands with Thimble, which sold
for $398,500. & gro:

The same sale included the



26 1-7May 1997 - THE EUROPEAN MOTOR | NG

Punto knocks M PLucs & Pois
T

m PEOPLE-CARRIERS suchasthe  company’s frst min, the MX has a

Renault Espace have the lowest  oneite, four-cylinder engine, and
Valksagen Golt repair costs of all vehicle groups,  Will compete with European models
according to a study of more than  Such as the SEAT Arosa and
L 30,000 inurance clams by Brigh  Peugeot
company Velo
S Ot road venicles e also. = AFLEET of 20 electric-powered
Fiat Panda hire cars has prove
OpeliaallCorsa inexpensive to repalr, says the
HE estimates of first-  |ncentives have boosted  better than Citroén is its 2 survey. while Wy cars an'dhs“mls unexpected Nt wih people n Turn
quarter car sales give o S long-term also to be replaced this year. I SeclitheLcoesTepatit e -
| cause for celebration at 3 3 “The only bright star among .

Fiat, with the company's  forecast is uncertain, ~ French models is the Renault S i o v posions e =
puno narrowly displacing the n jane, now in eighth place Ford Fesia of dxds and people-carrers give 82 per holr forthe st hree fours
— traditionally the _reports Tony Lewin  overall: and with two more ver- drivers a beter vantage point,  Lo0oo tereater.

\eaﬂer “of the pack — as Eur- ————————————— sions to come (cabriolet and [ OpelVaushall Vectra g!gme';% G's'es':l'ul:uingupam B ey

ope’s most popular car. trade-in incentive. Peugeot, for estate), the company must be A oot i miongzind o N 2 oL A o
Buoyed up by an incentive instance, has slipped by almost  confident of achieving an even e panelacts or F e us N rin it

scheme for the purchase of ten per Cent and Renault by  better performance. And that mz es nthe survey. it Peugeot  based! and becalse o thelt

\ew cars in Italy which is also  almost six. Ford and General is something it needs, because and Land Rover were cheapest

e
boosting the rest of the Fiat ~Motors have suffered too, leav- the Clio and the Laguna are _ The Punto-class of super- again helped by new models | 0 epalf, with Toyota and Mazda

Tonaer e Bun hac olped iy Bt Velkewagon aid ine  boidors amoss 0 gorcent.  minh Dotehbacke e s i ol an the Uhidhaenerotin | the costies resticied areas and on days when
the company to lift its sales Japanese (the latter after a For Ford the rapid rise of its  growth segment, again thanks Espace and the new Chrysler v
volume despite a decline in  long period of decline) to take  trendy Ka is a mixed blessing, 10 ltaly's sales incentives. The ~ Voyager. And luxury cars are E= e e
export markets. e major gains. because the mini-car has hit new class of smart, small city o the rise again too, although | hanufacturer

Guverall, the new-car  Among naividual models ~Sales of the DIGGeT Fiesta, Yet, _cars such as the Ford Ka nas  otal ales are,of course, small rdei s cul
ket no beter than L was  the VoIKswagen oroup has two Sectors uf the market, _grown. t0o, hanks o new  and the reston Tor he growth | Tevealed e divrs hav
in the first quarter of last year. gained more with its Polo and _there is lttle sign of the same  models rather than incentives.  is hard to fathom. ks e i
g 1 bicause of Erance's 0 premium AU A3 than it 1 Ut I conrast, b carssoch 36 Bt a0 any Car maustry | (1GYori | e1000m,

incentive scheme of last year ~has lost with the Golf ~ which premium A3 model (a competi- the Fiat Panda have done executive will tell you, first-

that French manufacturers are  is now into the last halfyear of tor in the Golf class) oes badly because, says one ana- ~quarter sales figures are not | CafWhich e
daing S0 badly now: wihout s e efore he nev model ot Seem o Nave harmed st they rs Al too ld o Vry imporant. The ones hat | 99651 onn st
GOLE. Shere S Sles Vabuu aves. JoIEswagen 15 b e Irger A4 whICh comiigs  Sppel 1o DTS T Second Tl Materare e at ths | Sdenine A
Decatise so many purchases diing the Golf's twilight to lead the serics  seclor to show good growth is end of the year, and a lot wil | EUopean | RE
o obrd Ty ik momihe very wall cartatany  and Rarceces € tas, ek To M Peopletanirs,  happen bevwee now ant hen. | marketnext o

Prelude proves greater
than the sum of its parts

THE Honda Prelude has  This new Honda may not turn any heads, butit  the gimmicky dash of the
everything - except, obvi- old model has given way to

ously, good looks. Unfor- certainly gives a thrilling, hold-on-tight ride something more conven-
tunately, that is a fatal tional and much better
flaw for a coupé, the type e at 5.500rpm, when the  work well enough: with  built. The Prelude is still
of car that is supposed to variable valve-timing five it really would offer ~simple rather than luxuri-
attract pointing fingers ~begins to take effect: the  thebest of bothworlds, - ous, however, with the
and admiring s engine’s tone sharpens and _There is high technology ~ feeling of quality coming

e Prelude contains so e car's puise quickens - in the Prelude's chassis, from the  integrity of

much that works 50 well, along with the river's. 100 - although the benefits the engineering rather
however, that if it carried From then on the 185bhp of four-wheel steering than the thickness of the
a Porsche engine gives a thrilling, have never really been carpets.
adge, we could probably proved, and the Prelude is  This Prelude certainly
forgive its plain face - ew cars to offers an impressive
especially in the driver’s retain it. amount of engineering for
rom where it cannot In almost every depart: - well under $40,000, a5
ment this new Prelude well as ABS, dual airbags
\mpmves on the previous and air conditioning. 1t
model. It rides less won't turn many heads.
harshly. it is quieter, the nor derive much cachet
parts. The 2.2-litre VTEC seats are much better, and  from its name. But the
engine is one of the best Porsche’s in offering  there is plenty of space in only one real complaint
four-gylinder units In exis:  sequential, manual shifting e back. 115 how posible one can make i that it is
tence. It is lusty even at as well as fully-automatic to see backwards out of not as seductive to look at
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Inrne o ot et

DISCOVERING
THE SOUND OF ITALIAN
Summer courses of 1alian
with Suggestopedia.

Ass IL SOLE E LA LUNA
via Cimabue n.15

San Dona di Piave- VENEZIA
TefFac  +39 (0432530006

Fornformation:

Or TellFax: _+39 (0)421 221977

g .
wPean School of E

ROME - LUCCA « NEW YORK - TOKYO
THE WorLD-WipE MBA

“The ESE Intenational MBA is an intensive 14 month programme with
academic sessions i ltaly, Eastern Europe, New York, South America,
“Tokyo and China. The European School of Economics s a private
University with two campuses in laly in the heart of Rome and Tuscany.
he ESE offers Brish BA (Hons) degrees in

International Business ® Financial Management » Marketing Management o
Hospitalty Management ® Music Industry Management ® Entertainment
and Event Management » Sports & Leisure Management ® European
Languages and Literature # Communication Studies
« International Political Science ®

For furthr information please call Dr. Elizabeth Mitchell at the
ESE Campuses:

Largo del Nazareno 15, 00187-Rome ltaly
Tel.+39 6 6780503 Fax. 6780293

¥ita s Plncre- 55040 Capezzano L) kaly
Tel. + 39 584 915160 Fax, 91538

Web: it caen WESE & mal e teea@ilcen caen't

BBA Bachelor of Business Administration
MBA Master of Business Administration

opportunies are boundless. Don't hesitate,
contact RBI TODAY for your new tomorrow.

[ r—

PO8OX 2852 8 Dot
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Mragsent
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INTERNATIONAL EDUCATION

EncusH LaNGuAGE
SuMMER ScHooLs

from two lo eight weeks In the heort of London

30th JUNE-22nd AUGUST 1997

oy highsoncors of e o te ot presigious
colleges in

W offe accommocaton cing yourcouse ond

o fulprogramme of eoach lips aad aciivites

Ask for h m Naomi Leatham,

Course Admv Farater, Wostminitor Collage,
or Siovt, London WY 4HS

COLLEGE

School
of

Languages

tephone:
+44 171437 8536

ACOIEGE OF EXCELENCE RONOING GUATY

44171 287 0711 EDUCATION AND RAINNG.

Avenue Marnix 20
1000 Brussels - BELGIUM

UNITED

BUSINESS Phone: 32 2/548 04 80
INSTITUTES Ere risbio

it/ /sy ubi e
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BE A
WRITER?
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Why YOU Can Be a Successlul Witer
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London
revels in
revival

HE new light rail
i fnio Souneassw COMMERCIAL
London has suddenly ———————
The city is booming
thanks to riverside
renewal and West End
popularity, reports
Clive Branson

Jeat to property cevelopers.
an £80 million ($130m)
mixatiuse  Ovlopent

associated company Clear-
water, the grim, decaying
urban’landscape of scrap.
yards and a derelict power
Station will be transformed
into an international cruise-
liner terminal
urrently under construc-
tion, the new railway will
run ' from Docklands 1 cent increase in
Lewisham, passing near the office take-up in January to
Millennium development in ~ March - u 7,390sqm
— compared with the previ-
ous quarter. Vacant space
has fallen to 1.69 million
square metres, which is B.
per cent of the total office

Docklands. Not far away,
3

Knight Frank agency reports

Britain’s naval shipbuilding.
ere Vil
established England's first

oyal dockyard - and stoc e same time,
Russian Tsar Peter the Great  development_activity is
worked as an apprentice  increasing, with a 24 per
shipwright ~ 50,000-tonne  cent rise in new construc-

tion in the first quarte o

c-storey  During ine next two years

block of luxury apartments, e will o
B SUnOTMANHL ShORS. 3 St melabIS offics Space;
leisure centre and a multi- there will be an extra
Screen cinema. 46,0005qm this year and
Other  developments another 485,000sqm in
planned for London under- 1998. Knight Frank’s Stephen
line the recovery in its prop- ys that occupier

ty market. Across the river
Thames from Deptford,
Docklands is boomin:

Citibank plans a 52,026
square-metre headquarters
at Canary Wharf. At West
India Quay, a consortium

million square metres the
highest since 1989".

ere is a shortage of
large new office uitdings

consisting of Manhattan At the end of the first quar-
Lofts, Marylebone Warwick _ter there were ony 11 build
Balfour and London & ings of more than 5,000sqm

avauame in central London,”
reports Nick Axford of
Hillier Parker.
nes Lang Wootton reck-
ons that there are 52 occu.
piers seeking buildings of
more than 5,000sqm in the

shops and apartments - plus
the conversion of a ware-
house into a Museum of

Attractive prospects: the
appeal of sites such as
Canary Whar (right) and
Regent's Place (above) is
consolidating the recovery

West End and 48 in the City.
Inevitably, this will lead t0

r increase in new
development on top of the
recovery of the past two
jears. So having let 70 per
centof its new deveiopment
at Regent’s Place, British
Zand plans "a- further
34,9005qm development on
an adjacent ste.

Demand is boosting rents,
too. Roger Lister of Richard
Ellis says: *Rents in the City
have risen o the highest
level for five The
signs are that they will aver-
age about £477 a square
metre per year by December.”

quarters in Berkeley Square
the asking rent is £566 a
square metre.

Foreign investment con-

“So far this year,” says
Peter Evans of DTZ Deben-

months of the year com- ham Thorpe, “foreign
pared £489m in the investors accounted for 20
first quarter of last year. The  per cent of total reported

rmans continue to be the UK investment transactions
majo nvestors, accountng . and, with rising rents, e
for more than can expect them to remain a
JanuaryiFebruary total. key feature.” Among major

ON THE Saturday morning

queue had formed outside
the building, writes Clive

ranson. "Some people had
started queuing three nights

one-bedroom unit to £1 mil

lion for a large apartment.
Galliard, which is creating

359 apartments there in a

huge success with its apart-
ment conversions at County
Hall nearby, formerly occu:
pied by the Greater London
uncil
The conversion of redun-

from

buildings into residential
accommodation,
Sapcote has built a repu

just started marketing two
penthouse units in the build-

ing, now known as South-  Albert
side Quarter, for £230,000
and £245,000. Harry Han.

delsman of Manhattan Lofts

into homes is big
business. Butisthe  ourselves
bubble about to burst?

prime central L
erty prices increased by
per cent in the first quarter,
bringing the rise fr

Collis says:

Regalian, one of the major  fin
residential d

units it develops, creating a
ortfolio of rented accom.

Regalian's latest

tillery at Camden Lock into  9615; Hamptons, -+
apartments. The company’s

Buyers queue up for
capital conversions

RESIDENTIAL

chairman David Goldstone
says that rental values “are

on sale in Galliard Homes’ being dramatically enhanced
conversion of the former 's by demand from domestic
Shell office headquarters on Turning London’s and overseas buyers. The
London’s South Bank redundant buildings  potential return on costs is

attractive to a specialist resi-
ntial developer such as

Another major conversion

before,” according to from office to residential
e Launcnea of callard se. this time by Rialto
Homes. “Over the weekend, s another specialist, creat-  Homes, is taking place in
3,000 people came for view-  ing loft apartments in for- ~the former London head-
ing and we sold 75 flats - mer warehouses and ffice  quarters of the Coperatie
ranging in om  buildings. , near Tower Bridge
E12550 (8161000 for a According to Savills, The building, designed by

They are being sold through

reasons for the price inc-

reases is the strong demand
Hong Kong a

ore. Avril Butt of De Groot

“The Far Eastern

appetite for prime London

t the strength of the
residential property boom is
such that there are worries
ut of con-

Singa-

n
provides an estimated 5 is a ripple effect the signs of a_rampant
per cent of the new supply  on prices from London into  bull market are_there.
of apartments. There is a — the provinces." Banks are advertising loan

inance, which is a sure sign
0 the cynical that the mar-

wed by “a long cooler

Bemeacis: Galliard Homes,

(0)171 823 4994

B THE US investment bank
fiin &

Janrette's DLJ Real Estate lerem:e and exmbllwon,
apital Partners has m centle Itis fully ‘Eased with W\H Iake place at Cabot:
its first European property ants, mc\ g a Hall, n Do ck\ands on

£40m purchase of the lanc- | (465 mion o accrs

ice building in | newest shopping centre.
in February. | The 115,000- squaremetre
anolhev sevman open-ended | parque Corredor,
fund, DI t the i

northeast of the cwy centre,  The deve
claims to be Spain's
biggest regional shopping

55 SG0sam Thame Court
which is due for completion
later this year.

BRIEFING

open a store there later this  China and Britan: and the

Vear. There s aiso

18,580sqm leisure complex

with a multiplex cinema.
loper,

Urbanos, retains a 15 per

cent shareholding.

® CITEs inemational, the

challenge of building
4.4 millon new homes
by 2016.

arque
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SARDIN

ITALY “@@STA SMERALDA”

¥ LR

PORTO CERVO

RESIDENCE CASTELCERVO

A WINDOW ON THE LAST MEDITERRANEAN PARADISE THREE|
MINUTES FROM PEVERO INTERNATIONAL GOLF COURSE. AN OASIS
|OF 1200 50. MTS. OVERLOOKING THE PORTO CERVO WATER FRONT|
AND THE ARCHIPELAGO OF L HOME OF GARIBALDI
RESIDENCE  CASTELCERVO COMPRISES EIGHT TOTALLY
INDEPENDENT, SELF CONTAINED LUXURY SUITES. LARGE
TERRACES AND PLEASANT GARDENS. THE SPLENDID INTERIORS
INCLUDE VAULTED CEILINGS, FRESCOED AND WAXED WALLS, AND|
FLOORS IN AUTHENTIC, HANDMADE SPANISH TERRACOTTA. SUITES |
BEING SOLD AS A BLOCK OR INDIVIDUALLY, PRICE PER SUITE|
STARTING AT £270,000

ALL ENQUIRIES TO VALENTINA LOVISELLI: MON -
SAT - SUN MARCO FARCI: PORTO CERVO TEL/FAX ++39 789/91308
RESIDENCE CASTELCERVO SRL VIA ROSSINI N. 47 - 09122 CAGLIARI (ITALY).

FRITEL: ++3970/241134 FAX: ++3970/240813

i DIANO MARINA

N REMO AND ALASSIO

Sunny Central Apartment, Sea Views, Terraces,

perfect for fashion franchise.
QUESTIONS ?
ONTACT OWNERS

BEAUTIFUL PEOPLE - ROSESALL WINTER
DELIGHTFUL RIVIERA TOWN BETWEEN

Salone, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Bathrooms, Garage, Extras.

IN TORINO-CROCETTA AREA Adjoining Apts. - 1 bdrm
& 2bbdrm - can be united also - high volume corner shop -

C
| TEL +39 761485008 FAX +39 761 485002 _

A\ PROPERTY S|

INTERESTED IN PORTUGAL?

Ralizie follow up savice)

L ake Geneva Region, Montreux,
Villars, Gruyére, Valais

Lusarious Apatmers & Cheletsdirect rom bl

TOWN OF NEWPORT
O’'SULLIVANS BAR
&

THE FREIGH INN
Main Street, Newport, Co.Tipperary

Ou!aandmg ‘Well Established Landmark Llcewxd
and Leading Cabaret Cent
ForSaleByFubhcAuC(mnm inesday 28th Ma/ 1997 @
3.00 p.m. (Unless Previously Sold) at our office Main St
Newport, Co.Tipperary on the instructions of Mr. Martin
O Sullivan who are retiring after many years
of successful trading.

kTS

o 0
SPAI N OPPORTUNITY
GANDIA, COSTA BLA
beautiful sun
Wore lmnas A1 e piaions.

mirtes o bt bescn' ks

long pus maina.

Unique Opporturity to Actuire avery Substantal end

Theving ses. Ideally Situated in a Prime
Cocetion m(h\ssxpandmgr njust
S s B of Limenick G

Thisis undoubtedly one of the Ouls(andmg Licensed Premises
0 be offered for sale in the Limerick region. It has down
“rough the years caied on an exceptional hich class
vibranttrad provicing patrons with quamy oo, diink
and first-class enefits Include: Full
e Concas whah oltas untzpped potenta
i the food sector that can be immediately developed.
Solicitors: PA. Martin & Co., 65 O’ Connell St., Limerick

Viewing strictly by prior appointment w‘[h (heA ictioneers.
-urther details avail;
JOHN LEE & SON [ 1)

eet, Newport, Co. Tipperary
Ta! 1353 61 $78151 P +355 61 373007

T

SOUTH OF FRANCE

F

Isand of Cefalonial

S \and for s
s L

romarpat - o o
i Dt g rom

(e o it
o T
g

NORMANDY o
oA [ | | S et
omserstom oo, | | o g o, | | s (o sepping in e
‘@ lamaesiron Dol g Speo 3t e (1)

e cogie, 4 s

L practice
based in London, with associated officesin
Lisbon, Faro and Mardeira, concentrating almost
exclusively on matters relating to and with
Spain.

For further information

EXUSLTD,

e UK: 44 (0)181 906 0515

LENNARDS PROPERTIES INTERNATIONAL
Tel Swiss It 4121 989 20 20 Fax: 4121964 70 44

Tel: +44 (0)171 580 2066
Fax: +44 (0)171 580 2067

s Sl

Incepencen valuaon 1994 by qualfied AbogeolEsite
‘AgenuValusr, (22500 Today in excess of i e,
o coneicer elling £195,00 e

ting o uivalnt I e curencies

Gemanc We do o ent ot bk eclent man

ELL2 vk or 2 pecrie.
Tel/Fax +34 629 60400 (Engish ony spoken)

NORTH SPAIN

LA RI0IA, WINE REGION,

e e sortouse

lameresto i,

Prioe: agotiaie call o

T +44 (0) 1483 715165
et 7pr

oo i, Prie; $150000
Pren 000 Prone +33493 340777 PhondiFax uner
P 133 02 43 7484 +44 181 678 1660

+33(0243 3600 Fac 144181 676 3497 718564 3220

INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY

Readers are advised to seek appropriate
professond advice before entering into
ay

excetent selecton, AIGG immo
Ooumes. Tl Belgum +32 2

GREECE cypRus oy

Vilage House, Busineses, Propers. Fre L.
Lond 20 Homes.

Call for detals;
YMPIC PROF

T
+44 (0171 E379141 o
Fax. +301 324 463 Fax (575 377780

TO ADVERTISE IN THE PROPERTY SECTION, CONTACT ELIZABETH FANNER OR LEO RAYMAN ON +44 171 418 7878 (TEL) +44 171 713 1835 (FAX), OR YOUR LOCAL REPRESENTATIVE.

(‘VAN- MAC -

a1 ~« R
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When a sh

Knowing which
airports offer the
fastest transfers can
save time and temper,
writes Adrian Williams

scheduled flights bet.
ween each important
Eurgpean busin
But the world isn't perfect,
and oven mportan cities
such  as
Stuttgart, Lyon
ingham are badly served by
airlines, for a combination
of operational and political

reasons. Journeys in and out
of those cities often involve

N A perfect world, busi-
ness travellers would be

TRANSFER T
Arport

ort hop is a long haul

World Bank
holds the key

geted the transfer market

1]
| LA TS | | nai
14 I (MRHEL R, Amsterdam Schiphol 40 to cO ntracts
THE® | Brussels 40
Tk | Copenhagen 40
T Frankfurt 45 MAJOR project work i The bank offers a
| Geneva 40 available for European
Helsinki 30 businesses and consul-  Wealth of work for
London Heathrow 45 ’:gsfugm‘yw‘szuﬂmzs © European firms, says
FONCONGAICY a5, the US-based World _ Peter Matthews
Lugano 10 Bank, the name given to ———————————
Moscow 60 the International Bank for ~ big benefit is that busi-
Munich 35 econstruction . and  nesses can become linked
§ Development and its affil- 10 projects not only as
Baris:CRG 45 iates, the International on-site workers but also
R.Dme 45 evelopment Association as consultants. on-
Vienna 25 and the International ~sultants can be pu on the
Warsaw 40 Finance Corporation. bank’s consultant list so
Zirich 40 There have been so  they can be married with
many inquiries from com.  any project that arises in
panies wanting 10 apply their area of expertise.
Transit passengers bring a  MCT for international con- | for _ work  available  The list is in comput-

nections at Warsaw's single
terminal airport,

However, security proce
dures will Iicrease he trans-

through the bank that it
has arranged, in conjunc-
tion with Aslib, a special

one-day briefing so that has more stringent

erves more destinations specially where | firms can find out about ~ conditions for registration
fram London Gatwick than _ the airline olved 1s per- | projects and t those in
it does from London ceived as being at risk. | how to

Companies
e

changing planes - and, fo for its Gatwick operations, ba ing in thei
the canny traveller, that and as a result BA'S traffic  Israel's EI Al are scheduled | Paris office on commercial
involves checking the air- there has grown to the point  to take no less than 150 ne, and field for_at
port minimum connecting TGRSR where 40 per cent of the minutes. the registra- ast  five
time, or MCT. business is in transit passen-  _ Even worse are transfers | tion fee is years, and
Changing planes in a Transfers at Frankfurt terminal airport with an both airports (which can gers, compared with 17 per between different airports in $10¢ ave five or
European airport can take (where there are two termi-  MCT of 45 minutes. Austrian  push up duty-free revenue  cent @ few years the same city. Passengers The bank [N more full-time
anything between ten min. Nals) or London Heathrow  Airlines, on the other hand, Similarly, Amsterdam now  arriving on an international | holds the key [EUEIINIES professional
utes and four hours, depend- ~ (Where there are four) can flies Bologna-Warsaw via has a global network of flight at Moscow Shere. to a lot of [SIIJSLRIVINIRAIEY members.
ing on its size, the layout of  take much longer. ienna airport, which has a flights because of KLM’s metyevo who want to con- | work _being The bank
its terminal and the effi- _The routing is also impor-  connecting time of 25 to policy of flying passengers flight to a | carried out in the world's  also uses consultants for
ciency (or otherwise) of its tant. It would seem logical ~minutes. Likewise, a Stutt- through Schiphol, rather  Russian destination depart. | emerging economies, its own internal purposes,
facilities, The shortest MCT  for an Italian executive gart-based businessman wonder the privatised BAA than justto it i o ‘or | Hundreds of countries et to _evaluate projects
is offered at tiny Lugano air-  based in Bologna and who is  travelling on an afternoon (1 Several  Even in the former east- Domodedovo, Moscow's two | a total of about $50 bil- ~throughout their life-
port, in Swis Ticno. A pas  making 2 b to Warsaw (0 fght to Rome wilsave an _Britsh arpors) hs bullt  ern bloc countries ransfer  domesti airports, must | lion 3 year from the  cycles
enger arriving on Crossair choose Alitalia. But Alitalia  hour by opting for Swissair  dedicated flight connections times can match those in the  allow up to six hours for the | bank, enabling them to _Its procurement system
mgm 1606 from Zirich at il oute him i via_z0ri an  centre at Heathrow — more  West, provided the right  transfer. The result s that it oods, services, is, again, simi e
Spm can depart to longer and more inconve-  Lyfthansa via Frank than a third of whose pas-  infrastructure is in place. is impossible (bearing in | equipment, civil eng’ mission’s, but the
Fiormge 18 inoies latey Mentjourney and one which - Wosing iranit paseengers  Sengors are in tansit -t For example, POlish SiFné  mind the flight ime from | ineering. ahd buildig difference Is that the

on Crossair LX672. On the involves a transfe

other hand, anyone chang-

ratatwo- s a growing business, with  cope with demant

LOT has only a 40-minute

ea | expertise.
me-day connection with ‘Some 40,000 contracts

ing planes at Moscow’s
Sheremetyevo international
airport is advised to allow
up to four hours for a trans-
fer, depending on the air-
fings mioive

ouing which airports
offer the Jastes

will be the only
by compact airports with a

single terminal,
Amsterdam,

and Vienna

s rortucan snraensen TRAVEL UPDATE

Portuguese ailint

senvices from Oporto and Lisbon to

Spain, Germany and Britain later this

month. From 19

daily Monday to Friday service into

the UK's Manchester airport using
it Fokker

between Manchester and
Portugal, and i ai
particularly at the textile and
.| clothing business.

Copenhagen, Barcelona and
Beriin.

FIFTEEN per cent discount for
off-peak travel on TGV trains s
avallable for business ravellers in
first-class carriages. French

= SABENA s offering savings of
more than 50 per cent on

business-class fares to 26 European
cities until the end of October. These

May there will be a

r 100 plane. This are short-break trips involving a Rallways' oftpeak trins are
direct ai ink maximum stay of Seven days; and alled “Les Trains Verts”, and -
unlike other TGV services — there is

other restrictions may apply on some.
routes. Amon utes on which
the offer is available are those from
Brussels to Rome, Vienna,

no need to pre-book seats on them.

Gill Williams

domestic services. are awarded to private
course, an airport's | companies every year; ity of th
MCT is not a guarantee. It | their value ranges from  individual projects.

is only a prediction o ust a few thousan: firm which wants
the time taken to ma dollars to several hundred 0 get involved in projects
atransfer in ideal conditions | million. Firms of all ~can get application forms
Z as opposed to a transfer in | - sizes are involved, but the  from Aslib.

Further information can be obtained from
Peter Matthews, Aslib, The Association for Information

planning a transfer at one of Management, Information House, 20/24 Old St

the airports in the table. Londan, EC1V 9AP, UK. Tel: +44 (0)171 253 4438,
make sure that you have | Fax vAA(l))lUAsl)UJlA € mail petor @asl o.uk
WWW: b slib)

of time to board the 7 oruov aslico.uk/ a

connecting flight
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EXJOVTHE, SECCRITY OF \HIIHI\\\I‘IHIHI
FROM A3 TITITE AS 8 FER MONTI

el 44 (U6) (©)181 060525 sy

TO LET

WESTMINSTER BRIDGE
LUXURY APARTMENTS
From £250 PW.

+ ShortfLong Term  Fully Furnished
* Private lealth & Leisure Complex.
CUL'NTY HALL

+bb10)11l
620

SWITZERLAND

Luxurious fully furnished
2 bedroom apartment with
garage for immediate sale.

Beautifully situated at
1200m next to ski lifts.

35 min. from Montreux.

Quiet location with
glorious views.

Sfr 200,000.

Tel: USA 510 8202131
Fax: USA 510 8378989

THE AMERTCAN %

Advertise your property NOW
SPRING PRICES 1997

PROPERTY
INFORMATION EXCHANGE

SM

If you are selling or renting
your house or holiday home,
let The European help you find a buyer/tenant
with our special private advertiser offer.
Complete with black and white or colour pho—
tograph, your house can be displayed in the
style shown for a period of four weeks. All
you have to do is: Send us a description of
your house in not more than 35 words includ-
ing photograph plus details of how you can be
contacted. Include a clear black and white or
colour photograph.

EXAMPLE

TUSCANVIDMBRIA

ety G ome
p{z iiang oSy
Gy e
e i

Telepnoric

Access investment properties for sale
® Over $3 billion in U.S property for sale
© from independent information service
® available to qualified principals only

For more information: Philip Wharton

(+1 212) 808-3037
e-mail: philw@pipeline.com

Internet: http://www.pixnet.com.

oMo o

T Ouga7 asanap
FAX, 0887 2451879

TRAVEL &
LEISURE

Complete the form below including all payment details and send

it with your advertisement to the address bel ow, or telephone +44

(0)171 418 7878 for further details.

4 WEEKS FOR £300 (*Plus VAT where applicable)
BLACK & WHITE

4 WEEKS FOR £250 (*Plus VAT where applicable)

[J 1 enclose a UK cheque/Eurocheque (sterling
only) made payable to The European

[J Please charge my credit card -
Visa/MasterCard/American Express

card Account No. LTI TTTTTTTTTTTT]

Expiry Date:
New AuTHORS || [FICTION WRITERS| | | =*P'"Y
PUBLISH YOUR VIORK New imprin esks original
s Nam Signature:
} x Address:
READERS’
NOTICE
ha“’ e Before purchasing tickets,
i WestIrdand " e
e readers e advised o This offer is open VAT st b i tod averismens o by
ents of EU. e UK rate of 17.5%.

321 506744
2%oseze ‘

are or
ABTA, or ar icensed

CHILOREN FREE z operators witin county

RING 0151 542 3038 (24 HRS)

THE EUROPEAN, 200 Gray's e Road, L ondon WD B
Telephone +44 (0)171.418 7878 Fax: +44 (0)171 713 1835 E-mail: classfied @he-european.com
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THE BUSINESS DIRECTORY

BUSINESS TO B!

PROJECT FUNDING &
INVESTMENT FRAUD

“IT ISESTIMATED THAT $10,000,000 | S DEFRAUDED EVERYDAY”

Do any of the following apply to you

 Are you considering an unusual project funding or investment transaction?
@ Have you pad up front fees for a commercial loan
. investment prog fantastic returns?

1f you have, you are in serious danger of losing control of your money or losing it altogether

Contact City (U.K.) Ltd NOW for acomprehensive appraisal of the transaction or for a speedy and professional
funds recovery service.

Funds being recovered so far in April 1997:-$6,800,000
Corporations put under investigation in April 1997 as a result of action taken by City (U.K.) Ltd:-3

T Telephone: +44 (0) 990 133512 Facsimile: +44 (0) 990 133561 T
email: cityuk@easynet.co.uk

 INTERNATIONAL PROJECT FINANCE
+ CoMMERCIAL FUNDING
» VENTURE CAPITAL
“dedicared toproviding it lse sevice
clients assoviates and purts
throghont the world.”
e o o et

1Q INTERNATIONAL
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION, LTn.

ProsECT DEVELOPMENT & FINANCE SERVICES

e MANAGMENT & COOROOATION
Financiat Barakamne & Cooom Facrimmes
ATE e

INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES

T 4414023650 EAX: 44-171-402-0332
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o ] G FINANCIAL
THE MADSEN GROUP GUARANTEES
et epmd ey 1 e e

Equty Fioance sna ours vl | pp iy mtbuszoncom || FAX: +1 602 948 8903

UNLOCK THE SECRETS NW
OF OFFSHORE COMPANIES
AND TAX FREE TRADING

WITH OUR HIGHLY ACCLAIMED
EREE GUIDE

Our expert advice and step by step guide will help you to
retain tax free profitsin discrete tax havens
® |sle of Man ® Bahamas ® Liberia ® Delaware
® Channel Islands ® British Virgin Islands ® Ireland Anywhere!

NATIONWIDE COMPANY SERVICESLIMITED

SOMERSET HOUSE
TEMPLE STREET
BIRMINGHAM B2 5DN
TEL: +44 (0)121 643 9669
FAX: +44 (0)121 616 1346

SEE OUR OFFSHORE WEBSITE
www.nationwide-company-services.co.uk.
e-mail: sales@nationwide-company-services.co.uk
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MONACO + 10-12 JUNE 57
Gonvention Centee of MonteCarlo
UMMER 97:the exhibition
ADVANCED OFFSHORE: the conference

LONDON - 2.4 DECEMBER 97

RECOHMENOED THARING (o100

CALL SKYGYMCO TEL: 0385 507064
0385 509155 FOR DETAILS
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524620562

NEW COMPLETE MOTORISED
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Insurance Companies available
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COMPANY FORMATION FROM £95

ALL MAIOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED
BAHAMAS
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BV ISLANDS
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5500
5500
$975
$495
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5450
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£225

® ISLE OF MAN
® JERSEY
MADEIRA
CAYMAN MAURITIUS
DELAWARE LLC NEVIS
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HONG KONG
HUNGARY
IRELAND

PANAMA
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00K 5 (Honc) OR MR PETER SIDNEY.
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OFFSHORE COMPANIES
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Bolshaya Diliovka, 20-2-26, Moscow 103031
Tel: 7-085-229 9538 Fax: 7-085-232 3423
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The banker who invests in integrity

BUSINESS
PORTRAIT

HERMAN
WIIFFELS

OME of Herman Wijffels’ best
ideas have come to him while he

best-known French mountain passes
on his machine and he spent part of
last summer trailing behind one of the

the Tour de France - the team
utch Rabobark of

“One ofthe nice hings stout oplng
is that you can think while you're ped-
alling, "Mave writen ehtire

3

He has put many of his ideas to good
use at Rabobank, turning it from a
strictly Dutch-only bank into a finan-
cial conglomerate with an international
portfolio. Wijffels has been at the helm

¥ ten years since joining the bank 15
years ago. The transformation of the
bank should be a cause for back-slap-
ping and celebration but shouting from
the rooftops is not the bank’s, or

In fact Wijffels, an affable economist
with a strong social conscience, is
downright averse to any form of exu-

“I'm sure none of my col-

reactions are simply not in my nature,”
This

is perfectly in
line with the philosophy of the bank
“This

gins, flashy transactions, prestigious

nd manoeuvres. These are

tolerated only if they are in the interest

of the client. And by chance | am the

sort o feels very comfort-

able with this line of thinking.” he says.
Where others may strive

Gpen door Wiffels has steered Rabobark ito he intermational arena and s 0oking at the possibity of allances with French and German co-operatves

and healthcare sectors. Last year this
reported profits of Nfl 300 million
m), while the entire group

Bossted proft o il 1. 6bn
- ile of this group has
changed neyunu recognition over the
lecade,” says the chairman, who
Joined Rabobank after two

for profits just for the sake  ‘ONE Of the stinis at the agriculture
of making money, the co- ; ministry and the Christian
operative status of the  NICE thiNgs  employers' organisation
Rabobank, which holds the He prides himsell with
gt e n e fuen 1S that you  sehieuns s metamer
that it should offer the best i i ing the identity of the bank
ossible service to thy think while and realising steadily grow-
Everage saver, farmers and ing profits.
st eniroprencurs vt YOU @M€ i Rancuanics arve 1o
the past decade, th ior diversity was illustrated
Bank s aiso mage e PEAAINNG”  ostecently by the acaui-
lines with highly creative sition of eco, the
financial schemes, as well as a sus- Rotterdam-based asset manager that

tained expansionist

When Wifels jumped into the sad-
dle, Rabobank still concentrated
almost exclusively on traditional retail
banking services. To this business he
has added the Interpolis insurance
busines, activites in private banking,
capital markets, asset m: ent,
{easing and an international networic
that strongly focuses on the agro-food

s Robeco with
powerful distribution channel as well
as an enormous client base. About half
of the Dutch population and the coun-
try’s small and medium-sized compa-
s deal with Rabobank.

Is had already sealed a strate-
gic alliance with Robeco in the early

19905, but the acquisition will enable
him to further integrate the two com-
To start wi
roups m
flow of funds from savings accounts to
e investment market, he says
llustrating the wild growth of the mar-
Ket the volume of the assets under
Rabobank’s management
from amost nothing to about N 300n
in a few years
abobank and Robeco intend to
roughly double the assets under their
managemens

our rdam
colleagues to ga about this without oo
uch ado. The Anglo-Saxan tradition
of making a lot of noise and then
seeing whether they can deliver what
they promised is alien to us.” says
wiftel.
has earmarked about
Nl 1bf for Robeco's international

United States. “The other part of the

lan is that Robeco, a European player
with a long tradition in the shares mar-
ket, could exploit its expertise on a

worldwide scale,” says the chairman,
Wilffels says he and his Robeco coun-
terpart Pieter Korteweg are studying
scores of potential take-over files, and
Some of them are “interesting’.

or Rabobank, the Robeco deal sig-
ifies a forceful éntrance into the arena
of hayte finance”, which Dutch rivals

mro and ING have alrea

il thugh th take-peers of Hoas

move more fre-
quently in circles that he openly

LL of a sudden, he attacks the
culture of greed that permeates
many corporate offices and deal-

rooms. He describes a repul-
sive profile of insensitive sharks with
over-sized egos, who are unable to
think in any othér terms than dollars

and who become obsessed with their
own wealth.

This violently clashes with the
Rabobank culture and Wijffels’ ethics,

exuberant styles that are sometimes
displayed in this business.” Perhaps

this helped the bank to retain its highly
oveted triple-A status
Wiffel, the most offenive il
tration of t ure is the
mechanism of performance.related
rewards for traders and special options

demonstrate so f social

protection of the environment. Wilffels
ays he can address some of these
issues through his work at Rabobank,
his social interests

nior

ver the past years, his name has
appeared almost every tim

ent seat has become vacant within the
prty: or even curing ks for the for-

me leratur teacher
and their three childre

L i is the relationship with Robeco
which takes most of his

Injecting at least Nf1 1.5bn in the
depariments expan

all other Prominent Dutch
barkers, Wiies s perauaged tha the
euro wil b ntroduced on scheclle,
with a ber of participants,
2nd that it will dramatically aiter the
continent’s banking landscape. The

become part of
ket Says Willels. “Gradualy, the
chara:lensncs of national markets will
disappear
Chvirman beleves that monetary
union is unlikely to change the habits
and needs of retail customers in the
short term, but he predicts radical
changes in the wholesale market. The
abobank has started anticipating
those changes by launching a study
into the consequences of monetar,
union that should be completed before

pl is i the end of the year. Wilffels says this is
coming under increasin

attack in the Nether anﬂs He attacks
where the managers of a

least two prominent ndor: culture of
performing companies

have e temsenes — greed that
jenerous financial rewar

in the shape of of

o e manigement of permeates
the unlisted Raboban

there are no options plans, some

and a bonus may reach up 1

10 only 15 per cent of the offices

employee’s salary. Wi
S ides hmalt with the compay's
“sabbatical” allowance. This allows
managers to take several months off
work to acquire skills that enable them
to progress in the organisation, or sim-
ply "ta stay mentally fresh’

tead of offering options to our
employees, we give them shares in
themselves,” says Wijffels.

El

may sound like a cheap attempt to

operative banks is one of the possible
arios. Our colleagues are quite
receptive (o the idea.”

Perhaps he can develop his
argument when he goes for his next
cycle ride, —

Barbara Smi
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ACROSS

5 Somi (1)

11 Running conpet

4 Fomer knggom now Span
mosty ()

9 Mostimporantevent 5
10 _Alen, US fim comedian )

)
28 Company couldbe (1)
pesse (7).

THE Aegon Computer
S v Human Tournament
Hague was a

fascinating curtain raiser to
Kasparov v Deep Blue
match which starts in New
York on 3 May.
“The computers won 151.5
10 1485, much closer than

iion () some critics had predicted.
d well against

n fected the art of anti com-

1 Be consstent () puter chess and made a per-

] /6. The winner's game

AcROSS oown = against MChess Pro is a
1 1 classic. The computer has
part of Europe (7) piace (6) ¢ 5"“""‘?‘”(5” no idea what is happening

s 20, 5 Predestned () as Kosashvili methodically
debts, o exchanges all the right

9 3 7 ieces until his knight
10 Counby day s one Ted (9 i humiliates the black bishop,

11 King takes on very good
naton (4

S0ng you once had (5.4
) 5 Doomed note in shorvived &
fashion (5)

16 They keep alemoon ik

a glance at the diagram
before you start looking at
the game, it will put the
moves in context.

2 Hon o g s or s Nenelengraeontnsars | D
14 ol hasyenforsome ana ) PSS b
T o R P

Kosashvili v MChess Pro
‘Aegon (3)

1.04 Nf6 2.Nc3 ¢5 3.e4
(Rule one: keep it closed)

18 Covered before certan cay? (7)

CHESs

Black: MChess Pro

o foon] | a
White: Kosashvill blan,

Final position

but 11..Ne8 12.Nd

5 is | thin
prioard) i2.64 b0 1 ch

BEFORE reading on,
cover the East and
West han

deal below.

Playing teams, you open a
standard
Rotrumps as Souih. what

oa
required 1o justify bidding | $AQ5
game. An ace will always v853
a useful card and, with a | $7962
five-card suit, would be | #K32

North decidet to push for
game. Given th
have decided on this agores-

ds on the

‘shape, the

BRIDGE

+KQI074
#AQ10

notrumps promised

isely two spaces and en\her
earts,

Considorasly Taciating

queen of spades, East fol-
Towing with the six, and then
est played the five of
spadies. How would you con-
tinue as South?
West would not give you a

percentage action s {0 ass

table, though,

at you in South's

spade fit might provide

extr trick by allowing & it yourselt, 50 you should play
iand, but, given  dummy’s

thet you are aready Stretch

finesse in spades which he
knows you cannot take for

East follows
low andt you throw the ten o

sive move, which game ing to bid game anyway, it ~clubs. Next cash a top dia-

should you aim for? would seem more sensible mond - East discards the
7 Batol Bt 18NS g7 | " The bencia et playing to opt for the nine-trick seven of hearts. Now cash
(Kosashvili has fixed all | with an eight-card trump fit game and bid three three hearts, ending in
Black’s pawns on black | are twofold. First, the trump  notrur the fur-

squares so the Bg7 i a terri-

change Black's good
bishop) 19.h4 Be6 20.Nbd
(Very important to
keep_the knight)

Qd7 21.h5 Rf8

suit gives you greater con-
ble piece. Stage 2 is to | trol of th

aaditional tricks
scored by ruffing. However,
that requires a shortage in
one of U
there is not one here. A 4-4

e play. Second,

can be
North chose
side suits, and
South's

ther benefit of depriving the
opponents of inform
about South's shape.
When the hand occurred,
10 bid three
clubs — five-card Stayman
rebid of three

oth_opponents
follow it is a relatively easy
matter to play the queen and
another diamond to endplay

ation

David Parry
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22.Rb2 ( A clever waiting
move that s an
error) 22..h67 (Now the cru-
cial .f5 break s even harder
10 organise because g6 is so
weak) 23.Qd1 Racs 24.813
Kh7 25.a4 Kh8 26.Ra2
Qc7 (In trying to delay a5
Black gives White his
chance) 27.hxg6 fxg6
28594 (stage 2) 28.Bx04

20,008 Of7 SONGS Kn7

oty srng , TG AN OB (307013 S1.axS Axls
19 Devite fom course 10 B et P SRR P % Ren 3iknge knt s
getfsh,relurming wih s ST Bd7 8.Nge2 Qc8 34Ke2) 3L exfd 32.xf4 o 1ol | o s
» Amencan ctes, upparciass o) | 22 "ee0@ (White cannot castle now Rce8 33.Rg2 h5 34.Qh3 last 1 ast 28| 528 3| 15 et
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e o ey Rumeraccepisaccourl ge SOLUTION Number 363 | but his king i safe because  exchange rooks and guens, i e O B e ol e
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one dirty (4) singer (8) 0-0 10.a 1.Be3 e5? 36.K 3+ 37.Rxh3 " | A
» N (R picat Sompuier ervar R SBRNS Refs SbKd3 u 3
permanently weakening d5, g5 40.fxg5 Rxf3 41.Rxf3 57 ob| - 1sel g 5
e e 2 pecular way of s MChess fails to understand  Rxf3 42 Kxf3 Bxg5 571 Ll 08 ¢l | 53 1
atansgressio und on ile of Man (5) the long term sigificance of - 43.Nb4 B8 44.Nc6 Bc7 2301 e 0o 0] e
s this but ssof 45.Nxa7 Kgé 46.Nc6 K6
resticted (7) with vigour 5) ehese pvograms White i 47.Nxd4 Kg6 48.Ne6 Bbg 134 (w074 1127
well placed for both pawn  49.Nfé+ Kg5 50.Nd5 Ba7 ] -
510,30 nough () wotker (4 reaks. f4 and b while 51.Kg3 Kh 52.Kha Kg7 = e e e
Black’s b5 and f5 are a long  anc
2’%5&“533?;? Sﬁ?ﬁﬂi”n’é&"ﬁe’aﬁ,ﬁé"lﬂ?&Ws"fm’fa"n’sfv‘ifé way oft. Standard procedure _——— e
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