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By ERNEST 0. HAUSER
ATHENS.
LL the shoes}une boys on Constitution Square,
A tough little shrimps in their early teeng, are
Communists, and a dose of their party-line
.chatter is included in the price of fifty drachmas for

a shine. This is by no means extraordinary. A boy"

of twelve, in this troubled country, is expected to
have formed his political opinions and be prepared
to knock over the head anyone who disagrees with
him. If he has not reached this desirable stage of
mind, the other boys won’t play with him, and his
parents will worry lest the maladjusted little fellow
remain a misfit for life.

The gods have punished the Greeks. Since the
day, in 1940, when the Italians .first attacked,
1,000,000 people—oné in every eight Gfeeks—have
died in battle, have succumbed to starvation or
have been executed. Greece has become a land of
widows—wherever you go, somber figures in black
remind you of the sorrow of this nation. Along the
highways and in remote valleys, crude crosses and
wooden tablets complete the story. And the hurt
is not all in the past. Wherever you overhear a

Greek conversation, in the sidewalk cafés of Athens '

or in the village square, you will pick out two good,

o

s

A Post correspondent vis- -
+its tragic™Greece, finds a.
hungry nation divided against-
itself in a deadly Left-Right
civil war which never stops.

o

old-fashioned Greek worda vqln'ch are repeated time
and again: *‘Catastrophe” 'and “Democracy”—
meaning the catasirophe that has befallen this coun-
iry and the democracy that the people hoped would
come out of this war, but
Today, more than a yi
discord splits the Greeks intd'two warring factions,
"“each of which has sworn to__ ght its opponents to
gae death. To be sure, ‘the Leftist. E@M—Natmnal
fetation Front—has been ‘defeated, and Right
Wing elements, loosely cq,lled royalists, now enjoy
a taste of power; but thé'bloody civil war, which
_officially ended a 'year ago, actually never stopped.

Hatred lingers on, and Greekg are beaten, tortured .

and mutilated by other Greelm every day The

after their liberation,

iy
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British, who came as liberators and stayed on as’
policemen, look:on self-conaciously, knowing that
the apotlight of world opinion will follow their tanks
wherever they go, and realizing they have lost them-
selves in a political labyrinth from which the magic
little words “‘law and order” aflord no easy exit.
The' tragedy of this small country, which is as
large as the state of New York and which is in-
habited by as many people as New York City, dra- .
matically illustrates the tragedy of postwar Europe.
Greece has the misfortune of belonging to two
worlds—the harsh world of the Balkans, classic
spawning ground of wars, and the softer Mediter-
ranean world. This dualism hita you wherever you
go—her rugged mountains and Shangri-La valleys
link Greece to the Balkan countries farther north;
and her hot-blue bays are windows looking out on

‘the ‘shimmering sea with its golden islands, where
-the masts of sturdy ships lose themselves in a friendly

distance. .Unfortunately, there seems to be no
union between the world of the mountains and the
world of the sea. Up north, the Balkans lie in the
shadow of the Soviet Union, whose influence now

"stops at the Greek border post; down south, British

power guards a vital lane of empire. Unhappy
Greece is the Irontier Whm:‘e~ British interests clash,
head on, with the dynamics of Soviet imperialism.
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Athens, the modern, spick-and-span capital of
thie old-new country, is rapidly becoming the hot
spot of Eastern Europe. It is pervaded by a tense-

"x_ness unigue in European capitals these days, which
gives the newcomer the impression that trouble is
around the corner. The air is heavy with intrigue,
and the few bars and black-market restaurants
where foreigners mingle with wealthy Greeks would
make a colorful setting for an international spy
movie. Secret agents representing many interests,

military attachés, and, believe it or not, some dark

and glamorous lady spies swap information over
plates of lobster thermidor and bottles of black wine,
dancing between courses to the zippy tunes of a
gypsy band. Plots are hatched, rumors passed on
and deals are consummated in the glittering, hectic
atmosphere of this city, where, as a cynic recently
put-it, people die either of starvation or of indiges-
tion.

Outside, fear reigns supreme. Nowhere in West-
ern Europe are people so Irightened as in Greece.
It is only in the big cities that they will talk freely,
and even there they tend to losk over their shoul-
ders first, and stop as soon as they think someone
is eavesdropping. In some instances the entire
population of a notoriously Communist village
assured me they were true-blue royalists—hoping,
probably, io escape reprisals. T found a moving
example of this all-pervading fear in the mountain
village of Zouka, some 150 miles north of here,
where I talked with the village elders on the shady
porch of a house which had been burned by the
Germans, From where we sat we could see the
peaks of some of Greece’s most forbidding moun-
tains; this was guerrilla country, and the resistance
movement had its sturdiest roots in these steep
hills. All these men, however, firmly denied that
they had ever been mixed up in EAM activities—
indeed, they had never heard of the civil war, were
not interested in politics, and had no knowledge
of any acts of violence.

Thinking this rather strange, I made inquiries

_about Zouka as I ad through the town of Mak-
rokome, in the valley Below. T managed to get hold
of a man who had been described to me as a Com-

munist, and we talked over cups of Turkish coffee.

under a tree in the town square. Having made sure
that no one was listening, he told me that Zouka
village had been the scene of some violence lately.
“A family was beaten up there by the royalists the
other day,” he whispered. * They’re in our hospital
now.” In the hospital, a filthy makeshift affair on
the edge of town, the Greek doctor introduced me
to a heavily bandaged, sixty-three-year-old peasant
who was lying on a eot, with two pale-looking
women sitting beside him. .

“This is my daughter and my daughter-in-law,”
the old man said, after a painfiil attempt-to ait up.

*We were asleep in our house, up in Zouka village,

one night last week. Suddenly we were awakened
by & banging on the door, and before we could open,
five men broke into the house., Their faces were
blackened with scot. They shouted we were Com-
munists and must be punished. They beat us with
the butts of their rifles until we were almost dead.”
The doctor explained that the old man had got it
worse than the two women—his skull, arms and
legs were in bad shape. The peasant’s son, now a
fugitive in the mountaing, had been an active mem-
ber of EAM, and this was the way justice was done
in these hills. The hospital, he added, had treated
quite a number of victims of royalist disapproval.
No wonder the people of Zouka had been reluctant
to talk.

A House Divide(i .

N a samall town in the shadow of towering Mt.
X Parnassus, I talked to the proprietor of a corner
store gelling stationery, combs, suspenders and
books. I noticed large stacks of Communist litera-
ture on the shelves, and the young man told me that
the paper-bound History of the Communist Party
in Russia, at 1000 drachmas a copy, was his
fastest-selling item. My customers want to find
out why everything in my shop is so expensive, so
they buy the book to read all about the capitalistic
system,” he explained, half jokingly. ** Besides, three
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hundred from this town are held in jail without trial
because they were connected with EAM, and their
relatives buy the book, too, to find out a few things.
Naturally, when they go back to their villages,
they’ll have to hide the book.” He, himself, had
been a member of the Communist Party since 1941.
Asked why he wasn’t in jail, he proudly explained

' that he had studied law, and that he had argued the

district attorney out of arresting him. “'The royal-
ists come around occasionally and smash up my
store,” he added cheerfully.

In some villages where the Left and the Right are

equally strong, the two factions camp side by side -

like two hostile armies during a lull in the battle.
The rift often reaches down into a peasant’s home,
where the royalist sonas and their wives refuse to eat
with their Communist brothers, and separate sit-
tings have to be arranged. Here, in Athens, between
provocative mass demonstrations on Constitution
Square, politics is largely carried on in the coffee

shops and in private debating circles, with the

groups sharply divided by party lines. **If you have
a friend who disagrees with you in political mat-
ters,” I was told by a young bank clerk, *‘your
friendship ends right there. No use trying to con-
vince him, and if you don’t talk politics, what is
there to talk about?"

Each faction claims that the opposition is nothing
but a bunch of foreigners, *“not worthy of the name
*Greeks’”; and a peace-loving citizen who refuses
to take sides is a suspicious character, A waiter in an
Athens restaurant who could not bring himself to
take an interest in politics found life in the capital
8o aggravating that he finally packed up and re-
turned to the farm in the Peloponnesus, which he
owned jointly with his brothers. “I jumped from

the frying pan into the fire,” he told me. I just.

didn’t have a quiet minute, They’re all royalists
down there and they thought I was a Communist
hiding out from the Athens police. So I came back
to my old job again, and the manager of this place
calls me a dirty Bolshevik, while the other waiters
refer to me ag a monarcho-Fascist plutocrat.”

Just what went wrong.in Greece? Much has been
said and written about the events leading up to the
present reign of fear, and passion—on both sides—
has tainted the story. ** British intervention smashed
all that was liberal and forward-looking in Greece in
favor of a dictatorship of the Right,” Leftist com-
mentators in Greece and abroad have asserted.
“We've saved Greece for Europe,” the British

~ claim. “If we had allowed EAM to seize control,

Greece today would be another Jugoslavia or Po-
land.” There is a chunk of hard truth in each of
these statements.

. Greece became Britain’s baby at Teheran when

the ‘Big Three decided that British troops were to

& PRESS ASSOCLA 1
Communist George Siantos, the Greek Stalin,
who runs EAM show, with others mere yes men.

December 29, 1945

Liberate and temporarily occupy this country. But
Britain had enjoyed a special position in Greece for
many years before the war. British capital had
helped put this country on its feet after it had won
it independence from Turkey. Loans, always
needed because Greece did not have enough re-
sources of her own to pay for essential imports,
were floated in the British market—today, one
third of Greece’s foreign debt is held in London. To
secure the payment of interest, Greek customs
revenues and the income from government monopo-
lies were mortgaged to foreign creditors, notably
Britain, One of Greece's “big five” banks, as well
as her leading public-utility concern, providing
greater Athens with power and transportation, is
British-owned. British interests dominate Greece’s
merchant shipping as well as her insurance market.
In short, Greece has long been *“‘an economic col-
ony” of Great Britain.

The Seeds of Civil War

STRATEGICALLY, Britain is interested in a
friendly Greece. The protection of her Mediter-
ranean life line, which includes the necessity of
keeping the great Mediterranean port of Salonika
out of the reach of a potentially hostile power, is a
vital part of Britain’s permanent foreign policy. As
the Greeks, too, tend to be leery of their landlocked
neighbors to the north, it can be said that the inter-
ests of the two nations, Greece and Britain, have
always run parallel rather than at Cross-purposes,
Thus, when a small British contingent under L. -

Gen. Ronald Scobie landed in Greece in October,
1944, in line with the Teheran decisions, it received
a warm welcome from the population; EAM, which
had assumed control of nearly all Greece when the
Germans fled, willingly turned over the administra-
tion fo the coalition government which Scobie
brought with him, and co-operated on a friendly
basis with other Greek groups and with the British,
Two months later, members of EAM and royalista
were shooting one another dead in the streets of

"Athens, and the British, siding with the royalists,

found themselves involved in a civil war which re-
sulted in 76,000 Greek and 1810 British casualties.
Why?

The official reason for the conflict was a squabble
over the disarmament of EAM’s guerrilla army
(ELAS). EAM was also rightly indignant about
the lenient treatment of collaborationists—to this
day, only eight Greek collaborationists have been
executed, two of them in Athens. But the true
cause of the civil war was in the fact that the Left
and the Right were too far apart for even temporary
co-operation. Each faction, in the best Balkan tra-
dition, was merely preparing for a dictatorship un-

‘der which members of ‘the opposition would be
+ either imprisoned or shot.

EAM, the National Resistance Movement, had,
in fact, become an instrument of the Communist
Party. While the peasants, workers, army officers,
clergymen and the intellectuals in its ranks repre-
sented the overwhelming majority of the Greek na-
tion, its key posts were held from the start by Com-
munist organizers, and its political program closely
followed the Communist Party line. The official his-
tory published by EAM states that the movement
was founded in 1941 “on the initiative of the Greek
Communist Party”; while the central committee of
the Communist Party, in a statement published on
April 24, 1945, takes credit for having *‘created the
gigantic resistance organization of the people,
EAM.”: This connection was by no means unnatu-
ral. The Communists, who had held only thirteen
out of 298 seats in the last freely elected parliament,
in fact represented the only dynamic political force
in all Greece. Having been driven underground by
the Metaxas dictatorship in 1936, they maintained
secret cells throughout the country which provided
the logical basis for a resistance movement.

*Numerically, the Communists were a minority
in EAM,” I was told by the leading Greek Social-
ist, Alexander Svolos, formerly a professor of consti-
tutional law at Athens University, who served as
president of EAM’s secret mountain government.
*“But the party maintained actual leadership every-
where. The terroristic acts perpetrated by the




L N =

Communists ﬁnally tumed ‘many people against
EAM. Today, EAM is merely a front for the Com-
muniat party.” © © .
I had 'the rare privilege of attendmg a session of
EAM’s govermng body, a council of ten, in the back .-
room of a sma].l office bmldm.g Hermes Street in

Athens, .
Altht_)ugh ! of two emis-
saries each fro arties whlch EAM claims to

- represent, there was no doubt as to who was boss. I

was, unprassed with the smooth, efficient and defi-

\ 8 ' ich- the Commu-
nist leader, George Siantos—who looks surprisingly
like Stalin—ran the show, relegating; the ‘other rep-
resentatives to the role of. mere yes men. o

It is true that the Soviet Government has stood:. ..

-, by the hands-off pledge it gave at Teherah, an i
there ‘:6“3, 9?%;nf]:et%1sAhLoﬁwug;§ngu:l§)];::magley:: The‘Bntlsh came as hberators, stayed as pohcemen. T

- +.1944; in fact; Russia’s attitude can’ beat be descnbed :
" a8 one of peeved oofness - o
At.the saiie. mie; nw.ny Greeks mmst that ha'

in Greece closely
1:countries. It mus-
i “ters- a force of BOO pmfesalonal organizers, who
have gained considerable support among the fac-
tory -and dock workers in the cities and ports.
'Sixteen key functionaries of the party have been
trained in Russia, and five young party members
are sent to Russia every year for training and in-
doctrination. It stands to reason that a Communist -
victory would establish Russian influence in Greece

as unequivocally as it is now estabhshed in every

other Balkan country

The Brltlsh Case

UPON this premise rests the British case in Greece.

In crushing EAM ag a military force, British rep-
resentatives here feel that they have spared Greece.
the sorrow of a Communist dictatorship. General
Scobie assured me that his conscience was clear,
and there is no reason to doubt his sincerity. Di-
plomacy, to be sure, is not always the forte of gen-
erals, and one might argue that a shooting war was

- not the only course open to the British. Most of Sofei o ACME : | ACME
the 150 American officers and men of the U. S. Air Alexander os, Greek Socml,lst le_ ho .. ice chlef General Scobie, whose troopd

Transport Command who were stationed here during frankly blames EAM Communistsfor terrorism. N suffered’ 1310 casualties 4din Greece’s civil war.

the fighting, holding the air lanes open in the face of
terrific hardship, were critical of the British readi-
ness to revert to tanks when negotiations seemed to
fail. In spite of their “neutrality,” they felt that
EAM had rallied around its blood-soaked banners,
thousands of - democratic, liberty-loving: Gréeks
while many Greeks on the other side were Fascist- -
| minded. But whether a kindlier, more understanding

attitude on the part of the British representatives
l would have prevented the tragedy is anybody’s
guess.

Today, as a result of their victory, the Right Wing
forces are making hay while the sun shines. Condi-
tions reminiscent of early Nazi Germany leave
Greece with less freedom than any other liberated
European country outside the Russian sphere.
Armed vigilantes maintain **order” in the villages,
and a private army of storm troopers, called *Or-
ganization X** and led by an active colonel in the
Greek Army, Colonel Grivas, terrorizes the city
folk. Although Greece enjoys “freedom of the
press,” the printing plants of Leftist newspapers are
smashed frequently; sometimes their readers are
apprehended and beaten up. I talked to one young
man who had been badly pommeled and had his
hair shaved off by “X-ites” who had found a copy
of a Communist paper in his pocket. Neither the
Greek Army nor the police seriously object to Right
Wing excesses.

Some 13,000 rank-and-file members of EAM are
held in prison without hope of a trial. Although they
were arrested on charges of having had a hand in
EAM atrocities, no such evidence could be secured,
and the crime, in most cases, simply consisted of
membership in the resistance movement. I visited a
prison at Kalamata (Continued on Page 41)

The armful of meney in the hands of the speculator-below indicates how complete is the country’s

economic collapse. A gold sovereign is worth ahout 73,000 drachmas. Everybody in Greece gambles.
. ESS ASSOCIATION
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{Continued from Page 41)
For no reason at all, there was a cold
spot in the pit of his stomach.
** Dammit, George, get hold of your-
self,”” he rnuttered turning to go back
to the car.

The whistle made lonesome noises at
the night, and the iron wheels squeaked
and rattled against the iron railg, and
ingide the compartment was the dry

odor of hot steam pipes, and the faint
smell of disinfectant, and the muffled ~
flutter of the eonnectmg blind at ‘the .

end of the car. George cupped his

hands against the cool glass and -

watched a couple of lights swing by.
“Watsontown,” he aaid.
twenty miles out.”

They had a roomette; he was gitting -

in the chair, and Hannah had her feet
propped against the cushion, so that
her toes rested against hlS thlgh '

““George,” she said, “you got the
wiggles. What's the matter, hon?”

He snorted. “You really want to
know? I'm scared. We are mixed up
with unscrupulous people, people with
guns and no morals. We are running
away, but who knows what we’re run-
ning into?” L

“Well,” Hannsh said, smiling with
. one side of her mouth, **maybe you're
worried, but I'm not. Not any more.
I'm on my way-—and I got you, George.
Honest, efficient and reliable.”

He scowled at her, “ You’ re doing it
again, aren’t you? Damn you, Han-
nah.”

*Doing what?”

**Making fun of me. Acting old and -

wise and all full of Weltschmerz.”

“What's that?”’

“A German expression. I weni to
college.”

**Say it again.”

“Weltschmerz.” . g

““It sounds like a pain in the head *”
Hannah said, smiling at him with one
corner of her mouth.

*“I know,” George said miserably.
“I'm a comedian. I am a funny little
boy. When you were scared and nerv-
ous for a while tonight, Hannah, you
almost made me feel like a man. Now
you feel better Now I'm a comedian
agam

Hannah looked straight at him. *'I
don’t think you’re a comedian,’” she
said softly. **I don’t think you’re funny
at all, and I feel better because you're
with me aghin. And, Georgie, I don’t
think you're a little boy. I know bet-
ter.”

They looked at each other for a min-
ute, and then, wvery deliberately,
George got up, pushed his chair back

Ilwe’.re .
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and gat down beside her. He put his
hand on her shoulder, slid it up to her
neck, looped his thumb under her chin.
He let his face down to her mouth and
nailed her to the cushions. She made a
small surprised noise and sat very atill.
Her skin was warm and she smelled like
a million dollars.

“Hey,” she said softly, after a mo-
ment, “Hey, you.”

*It’s a funny thing,” he said. **Most
of the populatlon of Hilltop, Iowa,
thinks we’re eloping. It was just a co-
incidence, but that’s what it looked
like, I suppose.” He played with the
little silver pitcher that hung from her
right ear. “A great joke.”

i "Vely y
looking at hifn, looking up at the celhng
C*Is 16?7 Gaorge said.

Hannah closed her eyes. He swung
the little silver pitcher back and forth
with his finger tip.

**That sounds like the beginning of a
very pretty speech,” Hannah said
slowly.

*It is,” George said. **Well, I don’t
know how pretty it would be

“Don’t make the speech, sugar,”
Hannah said, **Please don’t. I would
probably cry, and you wouldn’t like
that. Change the subject.” Her eyes
were very tightly closed.

*What'’s the trouble, Hannah?"'

. December 29, 1945

.. “"There’s no trouble,” she sgaid.
“Don’t make me cry, that’s all. I
haven't cried since I was fourteen.”
She turned her head away, as if she
were afraid she might start now.

. George felt confused and even a little
embarrgssed. “I'm sorry,” he said,
without knowing why he apologized. -
“I—I'never saw you like this before,
Hannah.” )

She turned her face to him, and her
big green eyes melted him.
“I never felt hke this before ** she

"‘ﬁ.ngers across lns l.lps,

. cuttipg; off the words.- She shook her
“ head slowly, smiling at him.

He moved away. “Okay,” he said.
He pushed his hair out of hie eyes,

s-ll'ghmg. ”“Have it your own way,

He started to get up, but she caught
his hand.

*Don’t misunderstand me, sugar,”
she gaid. **It’s almost four hours before
we get to Chicago. I just don’t want
any speeches, that’s all.” She slid her

. hand up his sleeve. **But we might as

well enjoy the trip.”” She tilted her face
up, and the silver earrings swung gen-
tly againat her neck,

“Come here, George,” .she said.

There was a knock on the door.
George heard it, but he pretended that
he hadn’t, The knock came again a
little harder, three sharp taps. George
sucked in his breath angrily.

“"Who is it?*’ he snapped.

“Porter I want to talk to you.”

" What about?”

“There’s a mlx-up You all goin’
have to vaca

“I gave you ten bucks, didn’ t I'?”'

- ""Yessuh, but there’s a mix-up.”

George looked_atHannah who.made ..

a face and shrugged, and then flipped
the lock. He opened the door about six
inches, ready to argue it out. Opening
the deor was a mistake. A hand shot
through the opening, caught his collar,
pulled him forward. He felt a sudden
prick of pain right on his larynx, saw a
glitter of steel. He was looking, at very
short range, into the deep-set eyes of a
gentleman with a prominent gold tooth
and a blue-black beard.

“Open wide,” the man with the’
knife said.

The pressure of the blade point
against George's throat increased a
little. George stepped back. The man
with the knife stepped quickly inside
and slammed the door. He turned the
lock behind him.

(TO BE CONCLUDED)
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EUROPE'S MOST
FRIGHTENED COUNTRY

{Continued from Page 11)

where 271 male prisoners were held on
political charges, most of them having
been in jail for eight months, They all
belonged to EAM, but only a.few of
them were Communists. *Everybody
. here has fought against the Germans,”
they told me. **Many of us have scara
from German and Ttalian bullets. Why
are we in jail?*" A surpriging aspect of
the prison i the fact that the inmates
at last had attained freedom of speech.
Neatly printed. EAM posters- were
stuck up on the walls, and the prisoners
even had their own political spokesman.
As these. unshaven, dark-eyed men
rose from the floor in their pajamas
or torn underwear, they gazed at my

American uniform as 1f 1t held a promise
of liberation.

The worst thing 1 saw in Kalamata,
however, was the women’s jail. This
was a small tenement converted to
house twenty political women prisoners
in two cells, where they slept on the
floor, the healthy with the sick. The
floor consisted of rough wooden planks
with wide-open cracks between them.
An open cessgpool was immediately be-
low, and the stench was unbearable.
The place was infested with vermin,
but the inmates complained, especially,
about the rats. A madest food ration
was' contributed by UINRRA; as i
not customary in Greek

was shared by all alike, &
inmates were married and*had their
babies, flabby and white-looking little
creatures, with them. But most of the
prisoners were high-achool girls ‘who

had taken an active part in the resist-
ance movement. Three or four male
guards, husky members of the gen-
darmerie, were living with these girls
inside the jail.

Modern Greece, in spite of her glori-
ous past, can scarcely be called a civi-
lized country. The rifle and the club
are considered proper means of express-
ing opinions; large-scale banditry was
stamped out less than twenty years
ago, and blood feuds reaching back into
dim yesterdays still rage in the hills.
Today, thousands..ofidefeated EAM
guarrlllgs are back '-.then' mountam

escription. of this alarmmg as-
pect f Greek life by Pfc. Pericles Pa-
nagakos, an American paratrooper
from Sparta, Greece, and Brooklyn,

New Yirk; who jumpedover Normandy'

on D Day, and was wounded at Bas-
togne. When I saw him, Pericles, now
a driver for the U. 8. Air Transport
Command in Athens, had just returned
from a visit to his grandparents’ home
in old Sparta. *'All the boys I used to
know when I was a kid,” he told me,
**now take turns patrolling the streets
at night. When the Communists come
in from the hills to forage, they pick
them off one by cne. In my mother’s
village, the Communists have burnt
many houses. My granddad has a
pastry shop, and he doesn't like to sell
anyth.mg to a Leftist, but sometimes

- he'does, just to avoid a fight. There are
o :shootings
g real Wild West stuff!”

and beatings all the tlme—-

. Often, - political action follows the
old vendetta line. Many of the beat-
ings are actually carried out by friends
and relatives of people who have suf-

T (Comtinued'on Page 47)
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fered similarly at the hands of the Com-
munists. In the picturesque trading
town of Lamia, in Central Greece, 1
happened upon a congregation of six .
people—a priest, a bank’clerk, a dairy-
man, a post-office employee; thé owner
of a tobacco shop and a pretty girl stu-
dent—all of whom were mourning close .
relatives killed by the Communists.
Under the leadership of a bootblack
named Constantine, in whose parlor I
met them, they had founded a league of
victims of EAM atrocities. They were
all eager to settle a personal score on a
national basis, and were hoping that
the king would soon return from Lon-
don, so “the Greek family have a fa-
ther again.” *"If the British ever pull
out of Greece,” the girl said, I hope
they leave a little space on the decks of
their ships for us to go along.”

At a lavish cocktail party given in an
Athens- apartment by a leading in-
dustrialist for the inner circle of the
royalist, or Right Wing, movement, I
asked some of the guests what would
‘have happened if EAM had won the

civil war. The reply, in each case, wasa, -

guttural sound and a hotizontal sweep.
of the guest’s-hand across his throat.
“I don’t understand why thé-common-

people hate us,” a heavily scented lady . .

observed. '*We haven’t'done anything
to them. It is-very funny!” e

Most of the meén, with their well- .

tailored worsteds, their moriocles, their
polished manners-and their’ perfumed
handkerchiefs, were typical representa-
tives of the Gpper clasa'.of -modern
Greece. Basing their claim to'leader-
ghip upon rather recently acquired tex-
tile, cement, shipping and tobacco for-
tunes, members of this class are more
at home in the elegant hotels of Paris
and the Riviera than in the Homeric
simplicity of the Greek village. They
share with other Balkan barons a total
lack of social responsibility, and thus
differ from the upper classes of Western.
Europe, which were steeped in the
noblesse oblige tradition. |

One of the guests at the cocktail
party was a politician who hoped to be
elected on the royalist ticket. We made
an appointment for lunch the next day
and, over a glass of Samos wine, he de-
veloped the royalist program. It bore
a strange resemblance to the Nazi pro-
gram, except, of course, that things were
supposed to rotate around a king rather
than a dictator. **In short,” he ended,

“gnce we are in power, we can butlaw -

the parties that are against us by a sim-
ple vote in Parliament. -Strictly demo-
cratic.” ST

Their present position:of influence
explains the royalists’ eagernegs to rush
through the elections and the iscite
. on the question of the monarchy before
the Communists can bring their' moun-
tain guns out of hiding for the promised
**gecond round.” They hope that many
Greeks will vote for the king—whose .
personal popularity is almost nil—
gimply because tliey consider him a
bulwark against Communism. Any-
way, as long as thousands of EAM fol-
lowers have to stay away from their
homes and from the polling booth, as
long as the Right Wing policy controls
the pre-election registration, a Left
Wing victory appears unlikely. I have.
talked with numerous Greeks who
frankly told me they did not dare show
up for registration, for fear of being
thrown in jail when they presented
themselves. Known royalists, on the
other hand, are reliably reported by
competent British and American ob-
gervers here to have obtgj;;ed-"‘more
than one polling cerd; enabling them to
cast several votes. It is pointed out
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here that unless the election lists are
corrected in time Allied supervision of
the Greek elections will remain a farce.

The ever-present threat of .a:new
flare-up of the:Greek civil war, is:ac-
centuated by cold and hunger, Greece

i8 a poor country, to begin with; it has

few resources and few industries, and
even in normal times had to import
half a million tons of wheat every year

A

woods, and she had been making the

trip daily for mé_ny_Weeks to build h
self a roof before the snow came.
Meéanwhile, the entire Greek n#ition
iz on relief—two out of every three
loaves -of bread consumed by the

Greeks

little outright starvation in Greece to-
day; indeed, this country has become

At
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HAIL AND FAREWELL

Byf-lmmph Auslonder

What are the ghosts of the Old Year saying?
What do they whisper from ear to ear?

The drunken dancers are reeling and swaying

In aawirl of confetti, but far from their playing

A few are kneeling and weeping and praying,’
And maybe they hear—maybe they hear: -

Do you remember the lad who sleeps .~
. Under the restless coral, for keeps?
In the blood and rubble of all the earth?
(He loved warm lips and music end mirth)
In the muck and. welter and blinding flame? = -~ - |
And what was his name?  What 19:;5 his r'w:nfie?' TR
‘(Adams . . . Larsor . . . Santelli- .. .
Cohen . . . Svoboda . . . Kelly . .:.)

What say the ghosts of the year that is fl
This night to the year that is being:
Can you hear it above the din'and Ahe
Now in the night when a world is dying,
Now in the night when a world is trying
To rise, with terror and travail torn?

Have you forgotten so soon, so soon,
Hiroshima smashed by a falling moon?
The boys who fought, the boys who fell
- Along the way from here to-hell,. ..
Dead on their feet, unmedaled, still
Sticking it out, storming the hill?
(Adams . . « Larson . . .

Cohenr . . . Svoboda . .

So an era dies while the bells are ringing, '

And the new age stands in a narrow space;
And far from the crowd’s confetti-flinging,
Far from the shouting and whistling and singing
Lies the lad who tore from your mouth’s wild

Wide-eyed, with the stars in his face.

We will long remember; we will not forget.
When spring sets in and the streets are wet;
No'matter how long, we will still remember.

. In the keen blue twilights of September,
In the honeyed summer, in winter’s frost
We will think of them; we will count the cost.
(Adams . . . Larson . . . Santelli . . .
‘Cohen’ . . . Svoboda . . . Kelly

]
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to feed its people. The Germans, seeing
that Greece would make no contribu-
tion to Hitler's Europe, treated her as
a liability and stripped her of every-
thing that could be moved—even
household furniture was sent to Ger-
many, labeled * Presents from the Greek
people.” :
Some 1500 Greek villages .were
methodically burned by the Germans
as a reprisal for guerrilla activities, and
the villagers today crouch in the rub-

‘ble, wondering how they will survive

yet another winter. In one gutted
momtain village I saw a tiny old
woman return from the forest with
three heavy logs strapped to her frail
back; it was a four-hour climb o the

an impressive showcase of that much-
criticized organization., Under the ex-
tremely able direction of Buell F. Ma-

“ bel, of San Francisco, who previously

had organized distribution for the
United States food administrator in
eleven Western states, UNRRA hasset
up something that might be called a
supergovernment for Greece. In order
to operate in this rugged, devastated
country, it had to import everything
from boxcars and trucks to Bailey
bridges, before it could start distribut-
ing food and clothing. At the cost of
$25,000,000 a month, UNRRA has un-
dertaken the incredible job of mail-
ordering a complete catalogue of civ-
jlization, including such primary items

- warm llfetle‘ coatsi T .
- of Greekswill be alive next:spring ex-

as seed, fertilizer, and bulls for artificial
“insemination. o
7 In ‘many. parts of Greece, UNRERA
" had'to ask the inhabitants of inacces-

sible- villages to'come down and get it,

_#as transport into the hills could not be
: cks this, year were contributed ¥y*: organized. Terrific handicaps still have
, UNRRA. Thanks to UNRRA, there is- -to be overcomie, ‘ ;
" gornetimes seem more ‘concerned with

Greek' industrialists

- playing the black markét and manip-
ulating ‘the:price of the gold sovereign,

- .- which ~ has" become -the illégitimate

- gtandard of all valuesininflation-ridden
"Greece, rather than place their faecili-
ties at the disposal of UNRRA. Local
factory and ship owners, ‘whose co-
operation UNRRA. is trying to erilist,
-sometimes hold out for a prohibitive
price—it has been cheaper to"import
cement from Oregon than to buy. it
from local Gireek manufacturers!:Qut
in the sticks, the government-appointed
. Greek distributing - 'committee some-.
rtimes sees to it that its political friends-
gt good ‘things first: In spite of such
‘flaws, the gupplies are moving and; in
the remotest villige, children proudly
point-out the American labels on their
‘fTenis of thousands’
clusively, as a result of UNRRA aid.

_. But the Greeks, whose ancestors in-
‘vented democracy, expect ‘more than

" _bread from the inventors of the atomic
. bomb: Today, with the villages burned,

- “trade and- commerce disrupted, and au-

thority vested in a group of political
keteers, there isa great longing for
rty and stability. It won’t be easy.

.~ Tor. years, every effort.was bent on

‘frustrating the invaders; destruction
ratheér than construction was a patriot’s
sacred duty; city-bred young men got
used to the free-and-easy life of the
guerrilla; schools were closed, homes
disrupted and children were taught to
kill, steal and lie. To straighten the

-.(@reeks out; honest and intelligent lead-
ership is needed.

Greeks, like most other people, want
to live freely and decently. To be sure,
they are an argumentative race, and
the promises of the radicals on both-
sides probably appeal to something that
has been present in their blood stream
since the time of Socrates. But the fact
remains that the vast, reasonable and
esgentially democratic-minded major-
ity of the Greek people lacks political
representation, and that there is nothing
for the bedeviled man in the street to
do but join one of the two extremist
groups and become a Communist or a
royalist.

As one intelligent Athenian put it,
*If the Allies had landed with a ship-
load of ideas, things might be more
nearly normal now.”

- "Thus, the fate of this nation unfolds
with the merciless logic of a Greek

‘tragedy.- Power politics, life lines and
spheres of influence make the lives of
7,600,000 Greeks thoroughly miserable,
Britain, concerned largely with Empire
_security, is now training and equipping

. & Greek Army of 100,000 men, who, it
is hoped, will repulse any attack which’
may come from the north. Russia
maintains her peeved "aloofness, and
the United States washes her hands of
Greece because it is outside her
“gphere.” To the Greeks in the moun-
tains, to the Greeks in prison and to.the
confused youngsters who are Commu-
nists today and royalists tomorrow, this
is a sad state of affairs. But as long as
distrust and suspicion rule the relations
among the world's great powers, the
people of this unhappy couniry realize
that there is little hope for them. When
the gods are quarreling on Mt. Olym-
pus, what chance is there for the
Grecka? THE END



WANTED: A MIRACLE IN GREECE

BY PAUL A. PORTER

FORMER PRESIDENTIAL EMISSARY TO GREECE

ODAY an almost forgotten
TAmerican mission has got to

perform a miracle—or fail in
its job. The miracle is to save (ireece
frem economic disintegration and the
inroads of Communism.

The fight to save Greece is just be-
ginning. The announcement of plans
is not enough. What will go on in
Greece this month and next is in-
finitely more important than are the
debates which commanded the head-
lines last March and April.

Last January, I went to Greece as
head of a mission charged with report-
ing on the economic situation and with
determining what outside assistance
would be necessary for the survival of
the Greek nation. I know at firsthand
the complicated and discouraging con-
ditions which today are confronting
Dwight Griswold and the American
Mission for Aid to Greece. And I feel
sttongly that the American people
should know precisely what these con-
ditions are.

During a «rip through the lovely
Greek countryside, a peasant I talked
with typified. the Greek national psy-
chosis. He was a weary and discour-
aged man, prematurely old, his face
lined and wrinkled, his hands up-
turned in a gesture of mute despair.

“Four times in my lifetime my
home has been destroyed,” he said,
“—by the ‘Turks, the Bulgars, the
Nazis and the guerrillas. Why should
1 build it up again?”

This hopelessness is typical. The
whole country, from top to bottom,
i in the grip of a gray, unrelieved, pro-
found Jack of faith in the future—a
lack of faith which produces simple
inertia for the present. From the large
textile manufacturers in Athens to the
small shopkeepers and farmers in the
. northernmost part of Macedonia, peo-

All that the U.S. mission to Greece
has to do is end a civil war, eliminate
* corruption: in government ranks, re-
build the economy of a nation and
revive hope in a people sunk in de-
spair. There’s a chance they'll do it

ple are paralyzed by uncertainty and
fear,

Businessmen will not invest. Store-
keepers will not lay in supplies.
Peasants will not repair their ruined
houses. One official told me that 150,-
000 homes had been totally destroyed
in Greece and that only 1,300 had been
rebuilt in 1946,

My most depressing experience in
Greece was a visit to Kalavryta, the
Lidice of Greece. This was the village
high up a narrow gorge near the Gulf
of Corinth where, in December, 1943,
a small band of Greek resistance
forces ambushed a squadron of Nagzi
occupation troops. The German re-

-

prisal was an unbelievable act of
horror and brutality. The 1,200 men
of the village were herded into an
open field, where from the vantage
point of higher ground, they were
forced to watch their homes and
shops burned from the incendiary
volleys fired simultaneously into each
structure. When the conflagration
reached its height and the Greeks
sought to break away from their Nazi
guards, machine guns from concealed

- emplacements massacred the helpless

lot of them.

Meantime, the women, old men
and children were concentrated in the
largest building-—a school. It was the
last to be ignited. Legend has it that
the screams of the women and chil-
dren wete too much for an Austrian
officer and he shot the tock off the
door. Liberated from the blazing
school, the survivors fled to the hills
and returned later that night to re-
cover the bodies of their men on the
hillside, and buried them in the v1llage
cemetery.

The despair 1n Greece today is
crucial, because our whole program
of aid is based on the assumption that
the people will be able to snap out of
the prevailing inertia. We are not
stepping up the amount of outside
assistance enough to make the future
much different from the past. Dur-
ing 1946, Greece got about $330,000,-
000 from UNRRA and the British;
our aid of $350,000,000 barely ex-
ceeds this. And, at the same time, we
are banking on the ability of the
Greeks to more than double their ex-
ports. So, far from having too liberal
an amount of money for use in
Greece, we are operdting on an ¢x-
ceedingly narrow margin. Indeed it
may soon become apparent that esti-
mates of $350,000,000¢ which my
group made are
too conservative,
and that addi-
tional funds may
be necessary. Mr.
Griswold will
find that condi-
tions have rapidly
worsened since
the first mission
went out last Jan-
uvary. There has
since been a wide-
spread drought
which has sub-
stantially reduced
local grain pro-
duction, The military activity has
been stepped up. And our own price
level has risen to shade the value of
the dollars Congress has made avail-
able. The $350,000,000 loan will not
go as far as we had hoped and
planned. At best, we will get up to the
migimum reconstruction level. At
worst, we may have trouble maintain-
ing a level of decent subsistence.

If the American mission is to end
this deep sense of national hopeiess-
ness, it must resolve two controversial
situations—the civil war and the
present government. '

One winter day in Macedonia, as |
was standing on a riverbank, hundreds

of low-flying geese suddenly appeared
out of the clouds, flying in formation
and honking wildly as they came. I
remarked casually to a Greek standing
with me that they must have fine
shooting in Macedonia.

“Men have been so busy shooting
one another in this part of the world,”
he answered sadly, “that they have had
no time for the geese.”

So long as this state of mind con-
tinues, the prospects for economic re-
construction are dim. You cannot
devote your full energies to repairing
docks, building bridges and maintain-
ing roads when you are likely to be
shot in the back any moment. The
greatest obstacle to the reconstruction
of Greece is the continuance of the
civil war, There can be no permanent
solution of Greece’s economic future
until the present military burden is
reduced—until money and men are
released for productive purposes.
There can be no permanent solution
of Greece’'s psychological paralysis
uptil the menace of external aggres-
sion is removed,

I am convinced that the Russians
know this even better than we do. The
Comnunists know that the revival of

- guerrilla warfare will put us badly on

the spot in Greece—s0 they are work-
ing overtime to revive it. That is why,
it seems to me, Russia’s U.N. dele-

. gate Andret Gromyko vetoed the U.S.

proposal to establish a semipermanent
frontier commission in the Balkans.
The plain fact appears to be that the
U.SS.R. does not want a pacification
of frontier conditions in the Balkans.
For such pacification will be an al-
most indispensable condition for
American success in helping bring
about Greek economic recovery.
This brings up the question of the
Greek government. The present
regime obviously must constitute the
set of tools through which we work.,
We cannot kick off by naming a new

team. Adoption of these means would -

contradict the vltimate ends we wish
to accomplish in Greece and eclse-
where; furthermore, blatant inter-
vention of this kind would supply
potent ammunition to Soviet propa-
ganda about American imperialism.
But we can—and must—do somcthmg
to sharpen these tools.

Chief among these tools is the
Greek civil service. The late King
George of Greece, in my first talk with
him, referred to many government
employees as “camp followers” and
“coffeehouse  politicians” and de-
scribed the whole civil service as a
kind of pension system for political
hacks. These were harsh words, but
not unwarranted. The civil service is
overexpanded, underpaid and de-
moralized. The low salaries have been
augmented by a completely baffling
system of extra allowances by which
a few civil servants probably get as
much as four times their base pay.

At the same time the bulk of them
do not get a living wage. Many of
them are forced to supplement their
government pay by taking outside
jobs. Imagine the effects in Wash-
ington if officials in government de-

partments worked part time for local
lawyers or lobbyists or industrialists.
The curiously short working week—
usually 33 hours, consisting of morn-
ings only for 6 days a week-—{facili-
tates the economic double life which
S0 many government workers lead.

The result is complete disorgani-
zation, I have never seen an admin-
istrative structure which, for sheer
incompetence and ineffectiveness, was
so appalling. The civil service simply
cannot be relied upon to carry out the
simplest functions of government—
the collection of taxes, the enforce-
ment of economic regulations, the
repair of roads.

Thus the drastic reform of the civil
service is an indispensable condition
to pgetting anything eclse done in
Greece. But the civil service is just the
beginning. There is the far more
intricate and explosive question of the
political leadership of the country.
Candor will compel me to make some
frank statements about this govern-
ment, but what would you have
America do? Would you have prayed
with Henry Wallace for the defeat of
the Greek aid bill so that you could
exchange the present inefficient, right-
wing regime for a police state on the
Tito modei? :

irather doubtit. Because whatever
it is, the present Greek government is
not a totalitarian dictatorship, ahd
besides, it does notl seem to me that
the nature of the government is rele-
vant to the question of external ag-
gression. We can't take the position
that it is all right to commit acts of
aggression against governments we
do not like, and only bad to commit
such acts against governments we
approve,

There is within Greece a vigorous
and critical political opposition. There
is a free press. The Communist paper
is published daily in' Athens, and each
morning in my mailbox I received an
English translation of the mimeo-
graphed bulletin of the EAM bitterly
denouncing the present regime. It is
not at all a liberty-loving regime in the
American sense, but it is paradise next
to its neighbors of the north and their
much vaunted “new democracy.” Ob-
viously the existence of freedom of
expression is no excuse for other gov-
ernmental delinquencies. But it does
signal the possibility of peaceful and
democratic change.

On the other hand, the fact remains
that this present government has not,
on the record, shown any affirmative
philosophy or any inclination to do the
things necessary to end their nation’s
travail. On my first day in Greece, I
had a talk with General ). G. W.
Clark, the intelligent and somewhat
sardonic head of the British BEco-
nomic Mission. .

“When visitors on arriving in a new
country,” he began by saying, “run
into a sandstorm or a hurricane, they
are " always told how unusual the
weather is. But the sitnation you are
running inte here in Athens—the
monetary crisis, the possible civil serv-
ice strike, the pending fall of . the

(Contmued on page 106)
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WANTED: A MIRACLE IN GREECE

government—is the normal postwar po-
litical climate of Greece. '
So far as I could see, the Greek gov-
ernment had no effective policy except to
plead for foreign aid to keep itself in
power, loudly citing Greece’s wartime
sacrifices and its own king-size anti-
Communism as reasons for granting the
foreign aid in unlimited quantities. It
intends, in my judgment, to use foreign
aid as a way of perpetuating the privi-
leges of a small banking and commercial
clique which constitutes the invisible
power in Greece.
" 'The reaction to President Truman’s
speech of March 12th, calling for aid to
Greece, was characteristic, In January
and February of 1946, desperation had
produced a spate of good intentions and
noble resolutions within the Greek gov-
ernment; but the instant effect of the as-
surance of American aid was not to
stimulate the government to further ef-
forts, but to give it the relaxed feeling
that it was delivered from the necessity
of having to do anything at all. So it de-
clared a national holiday; there was danc-
ing in the streets. And at the same time
it shelved a plan for the immediate ex-
ort of surplus olive oil-—a plan which
Ead stepped on the toes of some private
traders. i .
Demetrios Maximos, the present Prime
Minister, is a kindly, well-intentioned old
man, with, I think, an earnest desire to
help his suffering people. He is very smali
and frail, with a mustache and a goatee,
carefully dressed and wearing old-
fashioned button shoes, . He speaks Eng-
lish with precision and is something of a
scholar. . But, though a man of good will,
Maximos is a prisoner of the ertors of his
predecessors and of more forceful men in
his own cabinet. :

The Influential Tsaldaris

Pre-etninent among these is the Vice-
Premier and Foreign Minister, Constan-
tin Tsaldaris. A Greek politician of long
standing, Tsaldaris has avowedly em-
braced the principles of a generous

amnesty policy toward the guerrillas, has’

constantly urged the fullest participation

by the United Nations in Greece’s border -

ditficulties, and in general has been a per-
sistent pleader abroad for the Greek
cause. Yet his conduct of internal
affairs when he was Prime Minister was
not such as to advance Greek recovery
significantly. His administration was
characterized by the abandonment of
measures of domestic economic policy
which might have been of some real
benefit to the masses of Greek people.
But even Tsaldaris advocates another
¢lection in Greece when and if the border
is stabilized. He professes to recognize
that the Greek people are weary of the
game of political musical chairs, where
the same personalities merely shift their
positions when a cabinet crisis develops.
There have been seven changes in the
Greek government since liberation, but
Tsaldaris and his Populist {(extreme right)
cohorts remain dominant.

An even more controversial figure is
General Napoleon Zervas, the Minister
of Public Order. During the war Zervas
ran a small “resistance” group around
whose activities hangs the smell of Nazi
collaboration. Today Zervas is foremost
among those who want to exploit the
present situation, not only to eliminate
Communist-inspired aggression from
across the berders, but apparently to rub
out everyone in Greece who is critical of
the present government. He is un-
doubtedly the figure behind the recent
wave of arrests which took in not just

Communists, but, according to informed

observers in Athens, anti-Communist

liberals as well.

Continied from page 14

I was told in Washington recently by a
well-informed Greek friendly to the
present regime that these after-dark
roundups of Zervas’ .were not the repres-
sive tactics of a police state, but only
legitimate precautions of self-preserva-
tion. Of the 1,600 arrested in this last
raid, more than 500 were subsequently
released, he told me with great pride, be-
cause there was no basis for the charges
against them.

‘Then, behind the government, is a

.small mercantile and banking cabal,

headed by Pesmazoglu, governor of the
National Bank of Greece and a shrewd
and effective operator, This cabal is deter-
mined above all to protect its financial
prerogatives, at whatever expense to the
economic health of the tountry. Its
members wish to retain & tax system
rigged fantastically in their favor, They
oppose exchange controls, because these
might prevent them from salting away
their profits in banks in Cairo or Argen-
tina. They would never dream of in-
vesting these profits in their country's
reCovery. :

The shipping interests are in a par-
ticularly scandalous position. Today the
Greek merchant marine is enjoying a

liberal, and the Communists will help
him by spurring on the civil war.

And another, more insidious, form of
pressure will be brought against the
members of the mission. The social
lobby—the smart international set, with
its headquarters at Cannes, St. Moritz
and the Kolonaki Square of Athens—
will begin to operate, Many of them are
charming people, speaking excellent
English, who will be genuinely anxious
to be of service to the American mission,
but who, above all, will seek to convert
the mission into another means of safe-
guarding their own prerogatives,

1 still remember one ornate dinner
when a leading banker entertained me in
his luxurious Athens apartment, There
were three liveried butlers, several mag-
nificent wines, astoundingly good food.
One guest during dinner became rhap-
sodical over the beauties of marine life
and the high sport of spear-fishing under
water with goggles. The contrast between
the superb feast in the apartment and the
starving children in fhe streets was
simply too pat and cruel. -

These are the obstacles which the
American mission faces in Greece, Can
we succeed in achieving our objectives?

LOLLILR'A

“1 think Fll have another drink. It makes you so witty”

BILL KIN#

boom, and the shipowners are raking in
the profits. But the bankrupt Greek gov-
ernment is benefiting almost not at all
from this prosperity. Seamen’s earnings
continue to come into Greece, but own-
ers’ profits for the most part are locked
away elsewhere,

Any enterprise should be expected to
pay a fair amount of taxes to the govern-
ment under whose protection it operates
—and particularly in this case, where the
Greek shipowners are making most of
their profits out of Liberty ships sold to
them by the U. 8. Maritime Cotmmission
after the Greek government had guar-
anteed the mortgages. The yearly earn-
ings of a Greek-owned Liberty ship will
probably run between $200,000 and
$250,000. Of this, only the ridiculously
small amount of $8,000 goes to the gov-
ernment in taxes. Foreign experts have
urged the government to Taise the tax
requirements to about $30,000. But the
political strength of the shipowners has
prevented any effective action.

1t will be the job of our mission to get
action out of this government. In their
efforts, the members of the mission can
expect that the book will be thrown at
them. They will receive every conceiva-
ble excuse and will be held up by every
conceivable form of bureaucratic ob-
structionism and incompetence. General
Zervas will cry that the big thing is to
fight the Communists by arresting every

Such a prophecy depends on how we
measure success, and will require a great
deal of elaboration of what really con-
stitutes our objectives. We cannot evalu-
ate progress in Greece by usual Western
standards. There will ge no quick or
easy solution of the many sccial or eco-
nomic maladjustments. My own brief

experience in Greece convinces me that

the American. people will be greatlw in
the debt of Mr. Griswold and his col-
leagues if an atmosphere can be created
and maintained wherein the Greek peo-
ple’ have an opportunity in the near
future for free political choices.

This raises the delicate problem of the
intervention by onhe nation in the in- .
ternal affairs of another. We have to
face that question frankly. .British offi-
cials freely admitted to me that the
British Economic Mission served no use-
ful purpose because its functions were
merely advisory and it had no sanctions
with which to enforce its recommenda-
tions. “Qur fatal error,” said one official,
“was to condone incompetence because
of political considerations.” Yet obvi-
ously we cannot treat Greece as if it were
a colonial possession or a conquered
country.

My own answer to that question is
provisional and pragmatic. I feel that
the Greek state, in having reguested as-
sistance and supervision, is to that extent
setting a limitation on its own sover-
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eignty. If we are to make a heavy invest-
ment in Greek rtecovery, it is common
sense to suppose that this implies the
means to make the recovery effective.
These actualities have been recognized
by the Greek government and embodied
in the Greek note of June 15th to the
United States and the U.S.-Greek aid
agreement of June 20th.

The note and the agreement spell out
specific objectives of reform and recon-
struction. It will be the legitimate busi-
ness of the American mission to take all
the steps necessary to secure compliance
with the terms of the contract. To get
down to cases, if a (Greek minister resisis
or obstructs measures necessary for
Greek recovery, or perverts American
aid to antidemocratic purposes, I cannot
believe that out tnission would stand by
impotent.

“The mission should make sure that
the Greek people are kept fully informed
of American aims and efforts and of the
nature of the difficulties encountered,”
one of the wisest of living Greeks said
to me. “If the practice followed up to
now is continued—that of shielding the
incompetence and unwillingness to co-
operate of Greek ministers behind a veil
of secrecy—the mission may lose the
initiative in Greece. The mission must
establish direct contact with the Greek

people from the very beginning and ap-

peal to public opinion for active support.

I see no other means of exerting pressute’

for necessary measures that are bound to
be strongly resisted by the present Greek
regime.”

The first step, of course, is to bring

an end to the present internal warfare |

and to refute the Soviet propaganda line
that the U.S. is financing a civil war in
Greece. The best available means of
doing this is to have a real amnesty. The
Maximos cebinet was finally prevailed
u%on to adopt an amnesty program
which looked plausible on paper; but, as
a member of the Greek cabinet told me,
the appointment of General Zervas as
Minister of Public Order completely de-
stroyed anyone’s inclination to take the
programs seriously. The amnesty must
have enough safeguards to bring out of
the hills everyone who is not an outright
Communist agent.

Then we must follow through on the
program of economic reconstruction.
The American mission will supervise
closely the money spent for this.

Then, over a longer period, will come
political democratization. A program
of political reconstruction and reform
cannot, in its nature, be put into effect
overnight. It is dependent on the restora-
tion of economic stability, and -s0 must
be a step-by-step process. Once the eco-
nomic program begins to roll, we can do
our best to foster and develop elements
?ff the center and the non-Communist
eft. .

There are democratic resources in
Greece which have not yet been fully
tapped. Damaskinos, the archbishop of
Greece, a man with a massive, disinter-
ested wisdom on political conditions,
carries great moral force in all camps.

Sophoulis, the head of the Liberal
party, though past the prime of his active
political life, also has great moral stature
in the country. Varvaressos, the Greek
representative in the International Bank,
is & man of conspicuous ability; and
some of the younger politicians, like
Kanellopoulos and the younger Veni-
zelos, show promise. :

These Elements Iuspire Hope

There are forces of real democratic
vitality in the country at large. The agri-
cultural co-operative movement seemed
to me an unusuvally robust and promising
movement. The student movement has
vigor; and, if Clinton Golden, formerly
of the C.1.O. and now on Dwight Gris-
wold’s staff, can free the trade-union
movenmient from the grip, on the one
hand, of government stooges, and, on the
other, of Communists, that may well
develop into a bulwark of democracy.

We are facing a situation unprece-
dented in our history, and we will simply-

% have to develop & new and American
' means of coping with it. The British
iiformula in such cases was always col-
laboration with the native ruling classes
—buying their support by confirming
them in their power to exploit the masses, .
and relying upon them to hold the peo-
ple down with gendarmery and whips.

This formula is not only repugnant to
American traditions. It is also impracti-
cal. No system would deliver the Greek
people more speedily into the arms of the
Russians. We must work out a formula
for starting from the bottom and work-
jng up—not starting from the top and
working down.

Russia is standing patiently-byi-hoping
to get into Greece by a base on balls, It
is confident that Greek incompetence
and Greek reaction, combined with
American inexperience and American
gullibility, will doom the efforts of the
American mission. We will soon be so
frustrated by inefficiency, vacillation and
simple knavery, Russia hopes, that we
will grow disgusted and indifferent and
finally walk out. Then guess who will
walk in!

I think Americans have enough re-
sourcefulness and perseverance to lick
the problem. If we are defeated in
Greece, it will be a crushing moral and
strategic blow to our new international-
role solar plexus. But, if we can leave
Greece in a state of economic and politi-
cal health, we will have brought new
hope and new faith to freedom-loving
people everywhere in the world.

Tue END
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