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1S QUR EFFORT TO CO"TROL THE SPREAD OF COMWUNISH IH TIE WCRID REING INTELIICGINTLY:
ADMIKISTERED? .

Having srent the greater part of forty years: Bf my life in foreipn conntries,
there is nothing that has interested me more than to observe the attitude of the
average American to the natives of countries in which they may be visiting or with
whom they may be doing business.,

let us take the average American visitor that one contacts in foreign lands
and analize the object of his visit. ©One in a hundred - a liberal estimrte - 1is
anxious to profit by using t‘x{e Limited time at his disnosal to study the paople,
their custons, living conditions, and-general outlook on life, The other ninety-

m

nine follow a beaten path that vears ago was laid out by Thomas Cook, the Ame:ican
Ixnress, and other tourist organizations that felt that what the fmerican visitor
wanted is only the best that the country visited had to offer; and their years of
experience has proven this correct. The net result of this system is that on returning
home the peneral public is s~iven , through our daily pavers and magazines, 2 series

of articles that in no way portray the condltlong existing as a whole in the comniry
degeribed,  infortunately the wman or vmman who talles the time and patience to study
real conditions i3 either content to obtsin the “nowledre for seli-s:tisfaction n£

Fan
enoody‘lt in a hook, that when writien, will reach a very small ﬁ%bh%wiu ‘marican

,uai"unﬂ.
D S'L ness. Liras .

Until o comparatively few vesrs ago, very few American business firms sent
Aimerican renresentives abroad, OSuch business as they did was done through foreign
arents, the excention being owr ftobacco and oil companies. These organizabions
carefully trained their young men for these posts abroad, and then had them understudy
the older, more seasoned men for a nmumber of verrs hefore mubting them on thelr own.

Je have other Americans abroad of a different sirata: those in the Diplomatic
Service; and it is from this group that we should get our guides and suthentic

infornation, Bot, unfortunately, due to traditions and customs, these men, taken as

a whole, lmow 1little of actusl condiions existing in the couniries in which they serve.



Tage two,

T have personslly lmowm hundreds, scabttered through countries in vhich I have
worked, that, except for visiting some special place of intérest as a more or less
official guest, swpent the time of their assignment in & very limited =vea; and, worst
of all, in the company of a very restricted musber of friends, which resulted in their
heariné only what they were supposed to hear, and that from the chosen few.

On hiany ocassions I have been in gatherings when economics and other internsl
questions were being discussed by’ambassadors, ministers, secretaries and consuls;
and it was astonishing to see how completely mis-informed these gentlemen were of
actual corditions existing, In most cases thej were simply parroting what they had
heard at some coctall party from,someone whose task it was to pass the mis-information
slong,

You may worder why all this preamble which has no apparent bearing on the text
of my talk, As a matter of fact, this is an effort te show in a few words some of the
reasons why, to date:jﬁgggﬁéuch noor headway in our task of establishing Democracy
on a sound basis by svending billions in foreign countries; for, it all sums up to the
simvle fact that we sadly lack trained personnel for service abroad; and, what is
equally as fatal is the isnorance of the American public of the conditions with which
we are faced.

Now,'before getting into the heart of this talk, 1 want to assure you, one
ardl all, thet is is not my desire, in any way, to champion, nor in any way ovraise,
communism, fascism, nazism or socialism, nor any other ism , for that matter; for,
while there is some good in 211 of them, anyoﬁe of them carried out in their entirity
leads to but one ultimate end - totalitariansim; and this means tyranny and general
chaos, _

Let us briefly scan conditions existing before the War in some of the countries
with which I am personally familiar., Taking one of the smaller countries first, we
will choose Greece - couniry in which we have poured over 2 billicn dollars, most of
which has gone for food and clothing. The people of this little, mountainous , poverty
stricken country have been ground under foot for centuries - five hundred yeazrs under
the Turks; and, thén, for ninety-odd years urfh;l Dandsh royal family, “hich was transplanted

hodily into the country by the English after they had assisted in destroying Turkish rule,
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During this tire there were countless uprisings among the peasants who were taxed to
the Llimit to,support the bureaucracy in Athens and pay the salaries of the appoiniees
that governed them, and saw that they paid every cent in taxes that could rossibly be
drained from them. It might be interesting, at this point, to brisfly outline the
systen employed,

The povernment very cleverly worked out @ plan that was more or less fool-rproof.
The country was divided into provinces, and the orovinces into regions; and every year
the taxes on the varipus products produced in the areas was put up for bid. The
individual or group of individuals making the highest bid agreed to vpay the govern-—
ment a flat sun for the privilege of collecting the taxes, they, of course, receiving
anything in excess as their profit, over and above what was pald the Governmnnt.
Needless to say, the peasant had little chance toavoid paying the limit, 411 roads
lezding to markets,had their stations where vehicles or other means of conveyarice
were stopred and thoroughly exanined and appraised. If vossible the tax was collected
at once; but where this was not nossible a due bill was signed on which collection
was made after the vroduce had been disnosed of. As the collectors were out to make
a mrofit over and above what they were paying the GovernnentJand had +the untualified
support of the courts, they had 1ittle trouble collecting. This ty-a ~f taxation
kent the neasant just about one step ahead of starvation, snd his fanily in noverty.
This method of taxation was carried on until 1922, when the King was demosed and the
remublic set up sfter}the Turldsh fiascq brought on by internationzl nower nolitics
and greed - but this is another story.

The peovle elected as the head of their remublic that greatest of all Greek
stotesnen of modern times, Venszelous, who at once started a series of reforms, one of
the most important being a redistribution of land. How important this was, can be_
understood ﬁhen one considers the fact that anvroximately eighty-five vercent of zll
tillable land in the country was ovmned by the church and a few old fanilies, |

Passants were nermitted to purchase small tracts of land a®t & rengnmakla viecs
and given twenty years to make payment. Venezelous also brought interest rates dovm
from 200/0 to 50 oo a year to 10 ofo; and a general revision of the tax system was

attempted'in an effort to soread the taxes more Justly.
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By the granting of a match monovly, he was able to raise thirty million dollars
for the construction of schools in the various villages of the country, while maldng
education compulsory, This in its self was a great forward step,when one considers
that under the old regime over ninety percent.of the population was illiterate.

I had the opportunity of working in the country for a neriod of ten years
yhile these reforms were being yut into effect; and it was marvelous to see the
revived spirits of the masses. They had new hopes for the future:and ambition Lo
improve their living conditions and that of their families, But, as so often hapvens,
they were lulled into a sense of false security; and, before they realized what had
hapnened, the strong bureaucracy that had fattened on the bountyegil% King managed
to get control of the fmmg, and Venezelous was forcedeout; and the country again
mlaced under a dicbatoship appointed by the King, after a phoney election had recalled
him to the throne. It did not take long for the old group to entrench themselves, and
drift back to the éld methods of oppression.

liowever, another opvortunity to unshackle themselves from the privileged grouns
cane to the (reek peovle with the second Vorld Wfar. In snite of the dictatorship,
the Greek people pub up a united front against Italy; but, eventually, of course, they
were over—powered by Cermany who only withdrew her troops when her war was lost in
Turope. Here was another opportunity to esteblish a reosublic.

The King and his court had escaped %o Egypt with the assistance of the English,
Their dictator, under the King, General lietaxas, had died in office., It was they who
had carried on a relentless guerilla warfare against the Germans, right up to the time
the last troops were withdrawn from the country. DBut they were doomed to disappoint-
ment. For, that great war-time - but dangerous peace~time Priwe linister, inston
Churchill, decreed otherwise. IHe thought of Greecé tith her King as a Constitutional
lonarchy; but in Oreece a Constituticnal Monarchy is practically imwossible, because
of the power of the old privileged groups,

“Then we entered the country in October, 1%hli, we brought not only food and
clothing but tanks, guns,'airﬁlanes, and soldiers. And the Greeks were informed by
action, if not in so many words, that while their Germans masters were gone, their old

silent mzsters, the English vrere itaking over.
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I saw the effects of this move from 194L to 1948, The civil war had started,
& three-way fight between the Covermient seponsored by Churchill, the Communists and
the republicans, finally resolving itself to a fight between the Governuent and the
Communists. The British finally, as you know, were unsble to carry the finanecial

burden of maintaining the Covernment and were forced to toss it into the lap of Uncle

some of

Sam, in 1946. Ours is the problen of trying g rectify/the nany nistales of the Dritish,

UildRA, in svite of many reports to the contrary, did everything nossible to
perform the task for which it was organized from the tlme its personnel landed in
Greece in 19hl until it was terminated in January of 1917, when many of its functions
were token over by the Yorld Health organization; and a civilian and ilitary mission
wae sent over from the United States. These missions, for the most nart were composed
of men and women that had never been out of the United States before; and yet they
were supvosed to take over and carry on the work started by UNRRA, “any of them learned
through sad exnerience the real problems of the neople, #nd rendered valuahle service.

UNKRA svent approximately 375 ,000,000,00 in Greece, the great bulk of which
went for food and clothing, It was over the distribution of this that a rreat fight
occurred. The Chief of the THIANA “dssion was o —an thrt belicved that the merican
Beople vere donating svunolies for all the people, end net for any one molitical group,
vhich wras contrary to the views the Gresk ~overnient, Their decree was that any man
or vomen accused of not aprroving this monarchist government should starve and freeze
along with their children - and —many hundreds did just that, in smite of the efforts
to see justice done by the Chief of the Wission.

There are hundreds of incidents of stupidity and dovnright cruelty on the part
of the Oreek rovermient that mighit bhe mentioned, but to little »urpose at this tine,
However, one outstanding incidenbtmi;ht be mentionéd which occurred early in 1947 when
s notice of ammesty was sent out all over the country to zll those agreeing to lay down
arns and swear allegiance to Hing and country. & grouvn of a hundred asnd fifty came
inte the tovm of Kalamata and comnlied with the reguirements. They were all hended into
a Jjail, andltold that their individual cases would be disnosed of.in the norning. That
night a bond of government bandits raided and killed every wember of the group, iAnd

there were hundreds of individual cases where similar fate was handed out in different
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parts of the country. ‘The result of our Goverment tolerating such behaviour on the
part of the Greek government, 2 covernnent it was alding in many vitel ways, onlyn
nrolonged this state of internal chaos at the cost of thousands of lives and millions
of American dollars. [or revenge begot revenge and a desire for revenge.

To call sttention to the millions of dollars spent for e:quimment, live stock,
and supplies in no way suited to the needs of lhe country would be tiresome, if cnrried
out in detail; but, attention might be called to the tractors, gang-vlows, ond combines
that made us the laughing stock of the country, where the aversge peasant farm Is under
10 acres. I saw tractors,with trailews attached, hauling passencers on the roads, and
big combines being dismantled, and the metal being used to make tools the natives
could use, Hundreds of Missouri mules and thoroughbred cattle died for lack of proper
food,

I nmight spend hours describing how L have seen American dollars squandered
in China, Burma, India, Dgypt, Palestine, Syria; Iebannon, FPersia, Britrez and Italy:
not to mention the Western countries and England where we sunk untold millions in our
war effort. It is also possible for me to describe, from personal exverience and
observation, z parallel case of cobnditions existing in countries like TBulgaria, Tugo-
slavia, itusania, Foland, Hungary; Austrié and Albrnia, before the war, to those
existing in Oreece. But each would be a story in its self; and, when analysed would
differ very little in its uvltinate end, the exploitation of the little fellow.

A summary of what has been given you would be about as follows:

We were catapulted into taldng a task for vhich we were nob prepared.,

e have attempted to solve the problem from the top dovms; and, not from the
hottom up,

e have been forced inte the position of dealing with "set-ups" in Governments
that are contrary tc the very princinle on which oﬁr Goverment was founded.

Although our representatives abroad had the power to force th e relief of
the neasant, they did not dire exercise their potrer, as thev did not hawve the
support of our State Dewariment which, having no foreign policy, was anxious to

th
follow?ﬂlfonso, Gaston act, when a positive, realisticm action was necessary.
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A good exanmple, is ower populated Italy'with its half-staved millions, while hundreds
of thousands of acres of idle land is left in the hands of the large land owners.

iy observation has been that the average peasant does not want charity, but
does want a chance to work and earn an honest living,

Cur policytgjdate of feeding and clothing the people, but failing to assist
them properly in providing a means of livélihood for the time when our charity ceases,
can not help resulting in our being hated, and condemned, leaving behind us a strong

incentive for a try at Communism or amy other kind of "ism " of the totalitarian

-

brand.
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