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A Note from the Editor

any friends with whom I have spoken since
the morning of September 11, 2001, have ex-
pressed the feeling that much
of what we spend our time doing seems

to teach students about the responsibilities of leader-
ship. T.A. Barron, a writer popular among young read-
ers for his fantasy novels and respected
among adults for his nature writing,

like insignificant fluff in light of the heft
of the national tragedy. Many of us
have asked ourselves if it is worthwhile
to spend time with young adult books,
when we cannot even assure our chil-
dren or our students that they are ab-
solutely safe. Surely we all feel a little
more helpless than we ever have before.

And yet, unless we are among the
thousands whose lives have been di-
rectly violated by the tragedies, we have
had to get back to careers, roles, banal
daily affairs. And we have to look for
significance in the ways we live and the
lives we touch. For many of us, that
means continuing to reach out to ado-
lescents through the medium of young

Pamela Sissi Carroll

shares responses to my interview ques-
tions; his words encourage us to pay
attention to the truth of good fiction,
and the magic of the natural world.

Christine Sanderson provides us with
an archetypal lens through which we
can re-read works of the secondary
canon and complementary young adult
novels. Ann Wilder and Alan Teasley
present terrific resources for middle and
high school teachers and media special-
ists in their always-popular High
School Connections column.

Tom Philion focuses our attention on
the subtle treatment of the Viet Nam
War in Chris Crutcher’s Chinese Hand-
cuffs, and, with ironic timing, raises

adult books. It means continuing to
show them that we are eager to listen
to their responses to books, and to the questions and
concerns raised by books or their themes and topics. It
means continuing to put the best literature for young
people into the hands of adolescents, and letting them
talk with us, and with each other, about how it speaks
to them. It means recognizing, as Gordon Pradl ex-
plains in Literature for Democracy (Boynton/Cook
Heinemann, 1996) that reading is a social act, and there-
fore spending time with literature is worth our time as
teachers, media specialists, and others who interact with
adolescents. We need to heal, and yet with a scar, so
that we never forget how quickly our lives can change.
And so we go on.

In this issue of The ALAN Review, we have the op-
portunity to learn more about how to connect with
adolescents through the words of three featured au-
thors. Don Gallo interviews Randy Powell, who dis-
cusses his practice of writing from his heart about
ordinary people in normal circumstances. Ann Angel,
a writer and teacher, uses Norma Fox Mazer’s books
when teaching high school students. She interviews
Norma Fox Mazer, who discusses the ways that her
life and the practice of her art have, for years, become
intertwined. CJ Bott, a teacher of high school English,
convincingly demonstrates how powerful Mazer’s Out
of Control can be when she describes using the novel

questions about the ways that we
record and remember history. Elaine
O’Quinn discusses the strength and support that Laurie
Halse Anderson offers voiceless female readers in Speak.
Don Latham also examines the ways that silenced voices
are heard in his careful retrospective look at John
Donovan’s I'll Get There. It Better be Worth the Trip,
one of the first young adult books to include the theme
of homosexuality. Deborah W. Overstreet reminds us
of the need to read history carefully in her overview of
YA books that portray laborers. John S. Simmons of-
fers an historical lens for considering early sports nov-
els. In the midst of this literary wealth, editor Jeff
Kaplan and his team of reviewers introduce us to re-
cently published young adult books.

And so, with respect for the innocent who have died,
and with prayers of hope for our future, we go on.

Walt Whitman offers hope, it seems to me, in these
lines from Leaves of Grass:

Roaming in Thought (After Reading Hegel)
Roaming in thought over the universe, I saw the little that is Good
Steadily hastening towards immortality,

And the vast all that is call’d Evil I saw hastening to merge itself
And become lost and dead. (from Book XX, 1891)

Perhaps the best young adult literature offers us a
way to reach adolescents so that we can talk with them
about Good, and listen as they share their visions of
the Good with us.
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Are you looking for information about using
YA literature in the classroom?

Do you long to meet and listen to award
winning authors of literature for teens?

Would you like to receive FREE BOOKS?¢2¢¢

If you answered YES to those questions,
make plans now to attend the next ALAN Workshop.

WHEN: November 19-20, 2001
WHERE: Baltimore, Maryland
WHO: LOOK WHO’S COMING! (There may be more!)

Laurie Halse Anderson courtesy of Farrar Straus Giroux and Putnam
Joan Bauer courtesy of Putnam
Eliza Carbone courtesy of Random House
Michael Cart courtesy of HarperCollins
J.B. Cheaney courtesy of Random House
Christopher Paul Curtis courtesy of Random House
Hal Evans and Troupe d’ Jour courtesy of Scholastic Press
Adrian Fogelin courtesy of Peachtree
Jack Gantos courtesy of Farrar Straus Giroux
Mel Glenn courtesy of HarperCollins
Mary Downing Hahn courtesy of Clarion
Karen Hesse courtesy of Scholastic Press
David Klass courtesy of Farrar Straus Giroux
Gordon Korman courtesy of Hyperion and Scholastic Press
Kathryn Lasky courtesy of Scholastic Press
Rita Murphy courtesy of Random House
Joan Lowery Nixon courtesy of Random House
Carol Plum-Ucci courtesy of Harcourt
Barbara Rogasky courtesy of Holiday House
William Sleator courtesy of Putnam
Todd Strasser courtesy of Simon & Schuster
Beth Nixon Weaver courtesy of Winslow Press
Gloria Whelan courtesy of HarperCollins
Lori Aurelia Williams courtesy of Simon & Schuster

WHAT: Panels on humor and mystery, breakout sessions featuring new authors,
book talks, small group sessions, and much, much more!
Keynote presentations by Harvey Daniels and Dick Abrahamson.

HOW: To register, go to the NCTE Web site at www.ncte.org, click on Fall Conference,
2001, then find ALAN under Two-Day Workshops!
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