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G
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ecord by Julie A
. Sw

anson
 D
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ith Term

inal Illness/ Soccer
Eerdm
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ooks for Young R

eaders, 2004, 217 pp., $8.00
ISB

N
: 0-8028-5273-4

T
he sum

m
er before her senior year in high school, everything is com

ing together for Leah
W

eiczynkow
ski’s soccer aspirations. She m

akes the O
lym

pic D
evelopm

ental Program
’s re-

gional team
, is invited to a national cam

p, and is recruited by coaches at m
ajor universities.

B
ut her self-absorbed dedication to soccer is challenged w

hen she learns her chief sup-
porter, her father, has term

inal pancreatic cancer w
ith only three m

onths to live. Leah and
her fam

ily find them
selves on a devastating path as they learn to cope w

ith the illness. T
hey

go through fear and anger, denial, hope, bargaining, and resignation. T
hey also have to

w
atch as their father tries to cope w

ith extrem
e pain and still m

aintain his sense of control
and dignity.

Sw
anson asks hard questions anyone facing suffering m

ust ask. W
hy is this happening?

H
ow

 can som
eone deal w

ith pain w
ith dignity? H

ow
 can people continue their lives faced by

the loss of a loved one? H
ow

 do w
e deal w

ith the void in our hearts? T
his m

ay seem
 to be a

predictable novel, but Sw
anson’s story leads us to em

pathize and to hope w
e m

ight have
their courage to deal w

ith death and loss.
Jeanne M

. M
cG

linn
A

sheville, N
C

H
ard Tim

es for Jake Sm
ith

 by A
ileen K

ilgore H
enderson

H
istorical Fiction

M
ilkw

eed Editions, 2004, 192 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 1-57131-648-5

In rural A
labam

a during the D
epression, a 12-year-old girl nam

ed M
aryJake soon dis-

covers the cruelty of the financial w
oes of that tim

e period, w
hen she is left on the side

of the road by her fam
ily because of their poverty. H

urt and disillusioned by their
instructions for her to follow

 a specific path in the w
oods, she chooses a different path.

She gives herself a new
 identity as a boy called Jake Sm

ith, because she thinks boys
m

ay be treated better. She discovers a w
idow

 in need of her help w
ith chores and

begins a new
 life fulfilling her passion for gardening and her love for anim

als. She
gains friendship w

ith a neighbor girl and w
ith a boy w

ho has the sam
e love for garden-

ing. M
aryJake also finds out secrets she never dream

ed possible, resulting from
 her

parents’ initial instructions, along w
ith a precious heirloom

.

Young readers w
ho appreciate historical stories of the 1930s, and w

ho m
ay have a

relative or friend w
ho lived during that tim

e, w
ill appreciate the courage and love

M
aryJake possessed for fam

ily.
V

icki B
oartfield

Tem
pe, A

Z

The G
olden H

our by M
aiya W

illiam
s

Fantasy/T
im

e Travel
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2004, 272 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-8109-4823-0

R
ow

an and N
ina Popplew

ell’s father sends them
 to spend the sum

m
er w

ith their re-
cently deceased m

other’s eccentric aunts in M
aine. T

hey m
eet tw

ins X
anthe and X

avier
and unlock the secrets to abandoned O

w
atannauk resort; it becom

es a tim
e-travel por-

tal only in the “golden hour,” “the short period of tim
e betw

een day and night.” W
hen

N
ina flees her grief-filled life, the other three follow

 her to Paris during the French
R

evolution. T
his novel is contem

porary fiction, com
bined w

ith fantasy and historical
adventure. T

he observations R
ow

an m
akes add intelligent fun in his “Top Ten R

easons
M

y Life Stinks,” w
hich form

 a loose fram
e for the plot. G

etting lost in the m
achinations

of French intrigue in 1789 m
akes for rollicking, energetic action and suspense, and the

adolescent characters are believable and likeable—
a good choice for readers w

ho like a
challenge. A

 sequel is planned by the author, a w
riter and producer for Rugrats and

M
ad T

V
.

Judith H
ayn

C
hicago, IL

The H
aunting of A

laizabel C
ray by C

hris W
ooding

A
dventure/H

orror
O

rchard B
ooks, 2004, 304 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 0439546567

T
he shadow

s and dark alleyw
ays of London are seething w

ith m
ysterious, frightening

horrors that could haunt children in their dream
s. T

he O
ld Q

uarter of London creeps
w

ith beastly creatures called w
ych-kin. Tow

nspeople are aw
are of the unspeakable

horrors that stalk London’s streets at night, and m
ost hide in their hom

es and close
shop early to avoid inevitable death if one crosses a w

ych-kin’s path. T
he only ones

w
ho can protect the public from

 these nightm
arish creatures are w

ych hunters. T
haniel

is a 17-year-old boy follow
ing in his father’s footsteps as a legendary w

ych-hunter. H
is

m
entor, C

athaline, helps in his hunts for anything evil that lurks in the shadow
s. T

heir
lives are changed as they m

eet a young girl, A
laizabel, w

ho seem
s to carry a m

ysterious
and frightful past. Soon, the team

 of three band together to uncover a sinister plot by
London’s elite that could destroy London, turning pow

er over to the w
ych-kin.

R
eaders w

ho like a bit of horror and gore along w
ith a good m

ystery w
ill enjoy this

book. W
hile the w

ording is som
etim

es overly descriptive and som
e term

s are confus-
ing, high school-level readers should enjoy it.

C
assandra H

aggard
Tem

pe, A
Z
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The Last of the R
oundup B

oys by D
ebra Seely

H
istorical Fiction

H
oliday H

ouse, 2004, 228 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1814-6

A
 sequel to G

rasslan
ds, T

he Last of the Roun
dup B

oys explores gender issues against
the backdrop of the K

ansas prairie in the years follow
ing the C

ivil W
ar. T

he novel is
told from

 tw
o points of view

: Tom
, a young m

an transplanted to the harsh K
ansas

environm
ent from

 a m
ore privileged V

irginia upbringing, and Evie, the daughter of the
prosperous rancher for w

hom
 Tom

 is em
ployed, T

hrough the eyes of these young people
w

e trace the developm
ent of their em

erging relationship, but w
e also explore their

resistance to the accepted gender roles of the day. W
hile her fam

ily expects her to
conform

 to traditional norm
s, Evie w

ants to w
ork the ranch. A

nd his relationship w
ith

Evie helps Tom
 learn to adapt his ow

n expectations regarding gender.

T
he Last of the Roun

dup B
oys is a nice historical novel, exploring the need for personal

grow
th in response to the societal change.

F. Todd G
oodson

M
anhattan, K

S

Letting G
o of B

obby Jam
es, O

r H
ow

 I Found M
y Self of Steam

Self-discovery
by Valerie H

obbs
Frances Foster B

ooks, 2004, 144 pp., $16.00
ISB

N
: 0374343845

T
his is a great read! If you are not from

 Texas, the accent m
ight hold you back from

 getting into the
book. H

ow
ever, it doesn’t take you very long before you settle in to the accent.

T
he opening pages are a letter w

ritten by Jody, the m
ain character in the book. H

er full nam
e is

Sally Jo W
alker, a 16-year-old new

lyw
ed w

ho has been slapped one too m
any tim

es by her hus-
band, B

obby Jam
es W

alker. T
he last nam

e W
alker is great sym

bolism
 for the couple. H

e im
pa-

tiently leaves her w
hile she is in a gas station/convenience store bathroom

, but she doesn’t w
ait

around for him
 and takes the next bus w

herever it is going.

T
he last stop is Jackson B

each, Florida, w
here Jody finds her self of steam

. She sleeps in the
m

ovie house at night and w
orks at T

helm
a’s C

afe by day. Eventually she m
akes friends w

ith the
m

entally challenged character D
ooley and Effaline, a 15-year-old pregnant runaw

ay. T
his is a

com
ing of age sort of book that captivated m

e.
Sherri Stradling

Tem
pe, A

Z

N
orth of Everything

 by C
raig C

rist-Evans
D

ealing w
ith Term

inal Illness/
C

ycle of R
ebirth

C
andlew

ick Press, 2004, 80 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
: 0-7636-2098-X

Poet C
rist-Evans uses sparse, but evocative, language to create an em

otional response in this
verse-novel about rebirth and hope. T

he prologue introduces this them
e by describing the cycle of

the seasons “north of everything” w
here fall turns to w

inter and then spring. T
his seasonal change

is a sym
bol of the cycle of death, birth, and rebirth w

hich the young narrator encounters during
several years in his life w

hen his fam
ily m

oves from
 M

iam
i, Florida, to a farm

 along the banks of
the W

inooski in Verm
ont. T

hey start over and are happy w
orking the land and then expecting a

new
 baby, until the father is diagnosed w

ith cancer.

Each person in the fam
ily deals w

ith the reality of death in different w
ays, but in the end they find

the courage to go on, realizing that “D
ad’s spirit lives/in every blade of grass,/in every tree, in all

the w
ays/w

e learn to keep on breathing.”

T
his touching verse-novel w

ill rem
ind readers of several other recently published books w

hich
use poetry to tell a story, such as A

lm
ost Forever by M

aria Testa and O
ut of the D

ust and A
leutian

Sparrow
 by K

aren H
esse.

Jeanne M
. M

cG
linn

A
sheville, N

C

The Legacy of G
loria R

ussell  by Sheri L. G
ilbert

A
dventure

R
andom

 H
ouse, 2004, 224 pp., $15.95

ISB
N

: 0375828230

Set in the sleepy tow
n of K

elseyville, M
issouri, and the m

ajestic O
zark M

ountains, T
he Legacy of

G
loria Russell tells of B

illy Jam
es, 12, as he struggles w

ith the sudden death of his best friend,
G

loria. Q
uestions surrounding G

loria’s death plague B
illy, w

ho begins to uncover m
ysteries sur-

rounding his ow
n fam

ily. So, B
illy sets off on a quest w

here his friendships are challenged, his
fam

ily begins to break apart, and he faces the socially discarded and puzzling Josef Satan. In the
end, B

illy’s daring voyage takes him
 on a journey of self discovery through the vast green w

ilder-
ness of the O

zarks as he unearths, not only the answ
ers to G

loria’s death, but also the secrets
K

elseyville has been keeping for decades.

R
eaders w

ill enjoy this fast-paced, heartw
arm

ing novel. B
y w

eaving the beauty and aw
e of nature

w
ith the m

eaning of friendship and fam
ily, G

ilbert show
s how

 pow
erful one voice can be w

hen
others are in need. B

illy’s search for truth brings him
 closer to understanding the death of som

e-
one he loved, w

hile teaching him
 the im

portance of thinking for him
self and carving his ow

n path
in life.

Jason C
orbett

Tem
pe, A

Z
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resence: A

 G
host Story by Eve B

unting
M

ystery
C

larion B
ooks, 2003, 195 pp., $15.00

ISB
N

: 0-618-26919-3

C
atherine flies to C

alifornia to spend C
hristm

as w
ith her grandm

other, w
hile her par-

ents are in Europe. H
er grandm

other takes her to church, w
here the grandm

other vol-
unteers. T

he ancient church, w
ith stained glass w

indow
s, feels cold, although the day

is w
arm

. A
s C

atherine explores the gallery, som
eone calls her nam

e.

A
fter they leave the church, a form

er church m
em

ber, Lottie Lovelace, tells C
atherine

to run aw
ay from

 the church. W
hen C

atherine visits M
iss Lovelace’s hom

e, there is a
picture that looks like C

atherine in the entryw
ay. Later, another m

em
ber m

istakes
C

atherine for her m
issing daughter. Intrigued by the coincidences, C

atherine is deter-
m

ined to find out the m
ystery of the church.

B
efore you book talk T

he Presen
ce , purchase several copies. M

iddle school students
w

ill love this ghost story.
R

uth Prescott
M

anhattan, K
S

Sum
m

er B
oys by H

ailey A
bbott

R
om

ance
Scholastic, 2004, 214 pp., $8.99

ISB
N

: 0-439-54020-8

Just outside of M
aine Pebble B

each becam
e a ritual sum

m
er getaw

ay for the Tuttle fam
ily. Ex-

tended fam
ily w

ould com
e and go, but the sum

m
er truly belonged to the girls. Jam

ie, Ella, K
elsi,

and B
eth w

ere all cousins around the sam
e age and spent m

ost of their year looking forw
ard to

those m
agical seven w

eeks at Pebble B
each. T

he four cousins endure a roller coaster of em
otions

during their stay. Jam
ie suffers a broken heart

Sum
m

er B
oys chronicles the classic com

ing of age tale of teenage rom
ance that involves love,

jealousy, betrayal, envy, and heartache. It dem
onstrates how

 relationships during the sum
m

er can
be so fleeting and how

 at tim
es even the m

ost sensitive teen can em
erge resiliently from

 disap-
pointm

ent.

B
y sum

m
er’s end each girl goes hom

e a little w
iser, confident, and m

ore self aw
are than before.

T
he girls each in their ow

n w
ay experience their first boy, first love, and first tim

e. True rom
antics

at heart w
ill absolutely love this novel. It does how

ever contain adult content and is recom
-

m
ended for an older reading audience.

Jessica Segura
Tem

pe, A
Z

The P
urple Em

peror by H
erbie B

rennan
Fantasy/A

dventure
B

loom
sbury C

hildren’s B
ooks, 2004, 429 pp., $17.95

ISB
N

: 1582348804

A
fter jum

ping into B
rennan’s series w

ithout his first installm
ent entitled Faerie W

ars , I w
as pleas-

antly surprised at this piece of young adult fiction. T
he story is fast paced yet still offers a m

ature
and scientific view

 of B
rennan’s created fairy w

orld. I w
ould recom

m
end reading the first book

before diving into this one, because B
rennan does not spend a lot of tim

e filling his readers in on
w

hat happened in the last novel.

B
rennan’s readers are brought back to the R

ealm
 of the Faerie right before Prince Pygrus is to take

the place as Em
peror. (Pyrgus’ father had been m

urdered at the end of the previous novel.) T
he

evil faerie of the night, Lord H
airstreak, returns to cause trouble by resurrecting the old em

peror’s
body from

 the dead. T
he Em

peror returns to the palace w
ith a docum

ent dem
anding his other

son, C
om

m
a, to be crow

ned the new
 king and for Pygrus and his sister, B

lue, to be banished from
the palace and surrounding kingdom

. T
he novel has a nice rhythm

 of sw
itching betw

een the
m

any characters, from
 H

enry, the young earth boy w
ho has fallen in love w

ith B
lue, to B

rim
stone,

an old associate of H
airstreak and faerie of the night. T

he m
any diverse characters take the reader

on a fabulous journey w
here greed seem

s to be the dow
nfall of the evil characters. R

eaders should
be m

ature enough to handle issues such as death and gruesom
e violence.

N
icole Schrecke

Tem
pe, A

Z

Tangled Threads: A
 H

m
ong G

irl’s Story by Pegi D
eitz Shea

Im
m

igration
C

larion B
ooks, 2003, 236 pp., $15.00

ISB
N

: 0-618-24748-3

T
hirteen-year-old M

ai and her grandm
a w

ere able to escape Laos follow
ing the m

assa-
cre of her parents, but the T

hai refugee cam
p w

here they have lived for the past 10
years has hardly been a refuge. T

hey have endured the pangs of hunger brought on by
too little food for the tens of thousands of people living there, the brutality of the
soldiers w

ho w
atch their every m

ove, as w
ell as separation from

 their only rem
aining

relatives.

B
ut now

, they are finally able to join M
ai’s uncle and his fam

ily in A
m

erica. T
he

adjustm
ent to life in a foreign country, its new

 language, strange culture, food, and
religious practices, how

ever, threaten to break the spirit of G
randm

a Yang, w
hile caus-

ing hope, excitem
ent, and confusion for young M

ai.

T
heir story is preserved on the fabric of pa’ndau, the ancient H

m
ong art of em

broidery
skillfully stitched by G

randm
a and lovingly passed on to M

ai. It serves as the com
m

on
thread that sustains their m

em
ories of the past and M

ai’s hopes for the future.
Ingrid Seitz,

M
anhattan, K

S
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M
usic

by Jennifer A
rm

strong
K

nopf , 2004, 208 pp., $15.95
ISB

N
: 0-375-84299-5

“T
hem

e” is a term
 used in literature and m

usic; but in Jennifer A
rm

strong’s com
pilation of short

stories, she conflates the tw
o and successfully show

s the universalities of m
usic. It w

as m
ost

refreshing to find these stories did not all portray m
usic as the great healer of all the w

orld’s pains.
In A

nn M
anheim

er’s “R
iffs,” she tells the story of a boy nam

ed Lee w
ho is torn by the dilem

m
a of

playing w
ith his band, or caring for his hospitalized m

other. T
he ‘riff’ is not entirely internal,

how
ever; Lee’s father is adam

ant about him
 staying hom

e.

N
aturally, there are stories about the very real, binding quality of m

usic. In D
ian C

urtis R
egan’s

“Tangled N
otes in a W

aterm
elon,” C

ora is afflicted w
ith syn

esthesia, a condition that causes C
ora

and her late grandm
other to see colors and objects w

hile they hear m
usic. T

his story, about
m

ourning and also a crush, is served on a table m
ade of surrealism

.

A
s w

ith any collection, som
e entries are sim

ply less palpable than others. Som
e are a bit flattened

by instances of bland narrative voices, trite dialogue, and underhanded preachiness. W
ith that

being said, the biggest success in this book is the deliberate circum
spection that A

rm
strong took

in the com
pilation.

Edw
ard A

. W
ade

Tem
pe, A

Z

The Young M
an and the Sea

 by R
odm

an Philbrick
Fishing/Survival

B
lue Sky Press (im

print of Scholastic), 2004, 192 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-439-36829-4

Tw
elve-year-old Sam

uel “Skiff” B
eam

an Jr. is a determ
ined young m

an trying to sur-
vive after his m

other’s recent death. Skiff is forced to becom
e an adult as he desper-

ately tries to get his father to get back into the fam
ily fishing business.

Skiff raises the M
ary R

ose after it sunk w
ith the help of a kindly old m

an, M
r. W

oodw
ell.

A
m

os W
oodw

ell instructs Skiff as how
 to raise the boat and once done, proceeds to do

the necessary repairs but does not have the m
oney to repair the diesel m

otor. Skiff
decides to earn m

oney trapping lobsters for the repairs on M
ary R

ose.

O
ne day he sees an am

ateur fisherm
an w

ho caught a lar ge tuna. Sam
uel m

akes the
decision to solve his financial problem

s by going after tuna. Tw
enty-five m

iles out to
sea, he runs into thick fog and realizes he has forgotten a fog horn. H

e m
akes the best

of his situation by putting out baits for the tuna. H
e is ready to head hom

e after his
realizes his foolish m

istakes of not taking enough bait and not being as prepared as he
should have been.

Jo A
nn Yazzie

Tem
pe, A

Z

W
ords W

est: Voices of Young P
ioneers by G

inger W
adsw

orth
N

on-fiction/Pioneer
Life

C
larion B

ooks, 2003, 191 pp., $18.00
ISB

N
: 0-618-23475-6

W
or ds W

est is a significant achievem
ent in non-fiction for young adults. W

adsw
orth organizes her

treatm
ent of 19th century w

estw
ard m

igration according to the concerns and hardships faced by
overland pioneers, devoting chapters to issues like “chores and chow

” and “life, death, and acci-
dents.”

W
oven through her discussion of each topic is a colorful set of excerpts from

 the diaries, letters,
and m

em
oirs of young people m

aking the journey. T
hese quotations breathe life into the narrative

and m
ake it m

uch m
ore appealing to adolescent readers. A

lso, the book benefits from
 the gener-

ous inclusion of historical photographs.

W
adsw

orth covers the full range of experience associated w
ith this aspect of A

m
erican history.

R
eaders com

e aw
ay w

ith a clear sense of the beauty, tragedy, fear, and w
ork endured by those

traveling the m
ajor w

estw
ard trails.

Ideally suited for interdisciplinary studies, W
ords W

est  should appeal to students interested in
history or the A

m
erican W

est.
F. Todd G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

, sen
d a copy

of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
ery C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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