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Going for the Record by Julie A. Swanson Dealing with Terminal Illness/ Soccer

Eerdmans Books for Young Readers, 2004, 217 pp., $8.00 ISBN: 0-8028-5273-4

The summer before her senior year in high school, everything is coming together for Leah
Weiczynkowski’s soccer aspirations. She makes the Olympic Developmental Program’s re-
gional team, is invited to a national camp, and is recruited by coaches at major universities.
But her self-absorbed dedication to soccer is challenged when she learns her chief sup-
porter, her father, has terminal pancreatic cancer with only three months to live. Leah and
her family find themselves on a devastating path as they learn to cope with the illness. They
go through fear and anger, denial, hope, bargaining, and resignation. They also have to
watch as their father tries to cope with extreme pain and still maintain his sense of control
and dignity.

Swanson asks hard questions anyone facing suffering must ask. Why is this happening?
How can someone deal with pain with dignity? How can people continue their lives faced by
the loss of a loved one? How do we deal with the void in our hearts? This may seem to be a
predictable novel, but Swanson’s story leads us to empathize and to hope we might have

The Golden Hour by Maiya Williams Fantasy/Time Travel

Amulet Books, 2004, 272 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 0-8109-4823-0

Rowan and Nina Popplewell’s father sends them to spend the summer with their re-
cently deceased mother’s eccentric aunts in Maine. They meet twins Xanthe and Xavier
and unlock the secrets to abandoned Owatannauk resort; it becomes a time-travel por-
tal only in the “golden hour,” “the short period of time between day and night.” When
Nina flees her grief-filled life, the other three follow her to Paris during the French
Revolution. This novel is contemporary fiction, combined with fantasy and historical
adventure. The observations Rowan makes add intelligent fun in his “Top Ten Reasons
My Life Stinks,” which form a loose frame for the plot. Getting lost in the machinations
of French intrigue in 1789 makes for rollicking, energetic action and suspense, and the
adolescent characters are believable and likeable—a good choice for readers who like a
challenge. A sequel is planned by the author, a writer and producer for Rugrats and
Mad TV.

Judith Hayn

their courage to deal with death and loss. Chicago, IL
Jeanne M. McGlinn
Asheville, NC

Hard Times for Jake Smith by Aileen Kilgore Henderson Historical Fiction The Haunting of Alaizabel Cray by Chris Wooding Adventure/Horror

Milkweed Editions, 2004, 192 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 1-57131-648-5

In rural Alabama during the Depression, a 12-year-old girl named MaryJake soon dis-
covers the cruelty of the financial woes of that time period, when she is left on the side
of the road by her family because of their poverty. Hurt and disillusioned by their
instructions for her to follow a specific path in the woods, she chooses a different path.
She gives herself a new identity as a boy called Jake Smith, because she thinks boys
may be treated better. She discovers a widow in need of her help with chores and
begins a new life fulfilling her passion for gardening and her love for animals. She
gains friendship with a neighbor girl and with a boy who has the same love for garden-
ing. MaryJake also finds out secrets she never dreamed possible, resulting from her
parents’ initial instructions, along with a precious heirloom.

Young readers who appreciate historical stories of the 1930s, and who may have a

relative or friend who lived during that time, will appreciate the courage and love
MaryJake possessed for family.

Vicki Boartfield

Tempe, AZ

Orchard Books, 2004, 304 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 0439546567

The shadows and dark alleyways of London are seething with mysterious, frightening
horrors that could haunt children in their dreams. The Old Quarter of London creeps
with beastly creatures called wych-kin. Townspeople are aware of the unspeakable
horrors that stalk London’s streets at night, and most hide in their homes and close
shop early to avoid inevitable death if one crosses a wych-kin’s path. The only ones
who can protect the public from these nightmarish creatures are wych hunters. Thaniel
is a 17-year-old boy following in his father’s footsteps as a legendary wych-hunter. His
mentor, Cathaline, helps in his hunts for anything evil that lurks in the shadows. Their
lives are changed as they meet a young girl, Alaizabel, who seems to carry a mysterious
and frightful past. Soon, the team of three band together to uncover a sinister plot by
London’s elite that could destroy London, turning power over to the wych-kin.

Readers who like a bit of horror and gore along with a good mystery will enjoy this

book. While the wording is sometimes overly descriptive and some terms are confus-
ing, high school-level readers should enjoy it.

Cassandra Haggard

Tempe, AZ
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The Last of the Roundup Boys by Debra Seely Historical Fiction

Holiday House, 2004, 228 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 0-8234-1814-6

A sequel to Grasslands, The Last of the Roundup Boys explores gender issues against
the backdrop of the Kansas prairie in the years following the Civil War. The novel is
told from two points of view: Tom, a young man transplanted to the harsh Kansas
environment from a more privileged Virginia upbringing, and Evie, the daughter of the
prosperous rancher for whom Tom is employed, Through the eyes of these young people
we trace the development of their emerging relationship, but we also explore their
resistance to the accepted gender roles of the day. While her family expects her to
conform to traditional norms, Evie wants to work the ranch. And his relationship with
Evie helps Tom learn to adapt his own expectations regarding gender.

The Last of the Roundup Boys is a nice historical novel, exploring the need for personal
growth in response to the societal change.

F. Todd Goodson

Manhattan, KS

The Legacy of Gloria Russell by Sheri L. Gilbert Adventure

Random House, 2004, 224 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 0375828230

Set in the sleepy town of Kelseyville, Missouri, and the majestic Ozark Mountains, The Legacy of
Gloria Russell tells of Billy James, 12, as he struggles with the sudden death of his best friend,
Gloria. Questions surrounding Gloria’s death plague Billy, who begins to uncover mysteries sur-
rounding his own family. So, Billy sets off on a quest where his friendships are challenged, his
family begins to break apart, and he faces the socially discarded and puzzling Josef Satan. In the
end, Billy’s daring voyage takes him on a journey of self discovery through the vast green wilder-
ness of the Ozarks as he unearths, not only the answers to Gloria’s death, but also the secrets
Kelseyville has been keeping for decades.

Readers will enjoy this fast-paced, heartwarming novel. By weaving the beauty and awe of nature

with the meaning of friendship and family, Gilbert shows how powerful one voice can be when

others are in need. Billy’s search for truth brings him closer to understanding the death of some-

one he loved, while teaching him the importance of thinking for himself and carving his own path
in life.

Jason Corbett

Tempe, AZ

Letting Go of Bobby James, Or How I Found My Self of Steam Self-discovery

by Valerie Hobbs

Frances Foster Books, 2004, 144 pp., $16.00 ISBN: 0374343845

This is a great read! If you are not from Texas, the accent might hold you back from getting into the
book. However, it doesn’t take you very long before you settle in to the accent.

The opening pages are a letter written by Jody, the main character in the book. Her full name is
Sally Jo Walker, a 16-year-old newlywed who has been slapped one too many times by her hus-
band, Bobby James Walker. The last name Walker is great symbolism for the couple. He impa-
tiently leaves her while she is in a gas station/convenience store bathroom, but she doesn’t wait
around for him and takes the next bus wherever it is going.

The last stop is Jackson Beach, Florida, where Jody finds her self of steam. She sleeps in the

movie house at night and works at Thelma’s Cafe by day. Eventually she makes friends with the

mentally challenged character Dooley and Effaline, a 15-year-old pregnant runaway. This is a
coming of age sort of book that captivated me.

Sherri Stradling

Tempe, AZ

North of Everything by Craig Crist-Evans Dealing with Terminal Illness/

Cycle of Rebirth

Candlewick Press, 2004, 80 pp., $15.99 ISBN: 0-7636-2098-X

Poet Crist-Evans uses sparse, but evocative, language to create an emotional response in this
verse-novel about rebirth and hope. The prologue introduces this theme by describing the cycle of
the seasons “north of everything” where fall turns to winter and then spring. This seasonal change
is a symbol of the cycle of death, birth, and rebirth which the young narrator encounters during
several years in his life when his family moves from Miami, Florida, to a farm along the banks of
the Winooski in Vermont. They start over and are happy working the land and then expecting a
new baby, until the father is diagnosed with cancer.

Each person in the family deals with the reality of death in different ways, but in the end they find
the courage to go on, realizing that “Dad’s spirit lives/in every blade of grass,/in every tree, in all
the ways/we learn to keep on breathing.”

This touching verse-novel will remind readers of several other recently published books which

use poetry to tell a story, such as Almost Forever by Maria Testa and Out of the Dust and Aleutian
Sparrow by Karen Hesse.

Jeanne M. McGlinn

Asheville, NC
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The Presence: A Ghost Story by Eve Bunting Mystery

Clarion Books, 2003, 195 pp., $15.00 ISBN: 0-618-26919-3

Catherine flies to California to spend Christmas with her grandmother, while her par-
ents are in Europe. Her grandmother takes her to church, where the grandmother vol-
unteers. The ancient church, with stained glass windows, feels cold, although the day
is warm. As Catherine explores the gallery, someone calls her name.

After they leave the church, a former church member, Lottie Lovelace, tells Catherine
to run away from the church. When Catherine visits Miss Lovelace’s home, there is a
picture that looks like Catherine in the entryway. Later, another member mistakes
Catherine for her missing daughter. Intrigued by the coincidences, Catherine is deter-
mined to find out the mystery of the church.

Before you book talk The Presence, purchase several copies. Middle school students
will love this ghost story.

Ruth Prescott

Manhattan, KS

The Purple Emperor by Herbie Brennan Fantasy/Adventure

Bloomsbury Children’s Books, 2004, 429 pp., $17.95 ISBN: 1582348804

After jumping into Brennan’s series without his first installment entitled Faerie Wars, 1 was pleas-
antly surprised at this piece of young adult fiction. The story is fast paced yet still offers a mature
and scientific view of Brennan'’s created fairy world. I would recommend reading the first book
before diving into this one, because Brennan does not spend a lot of time filling his readers in on
what happened in the last novel.

Brennan’s readers are brought back to the Realm of the Faerie right before Prince Pygrus is to take
the place as Emperor. (Pyrgus’ father had been murdered at the end of the previous novel.) The
evil faerie of the night, Lord Hairstreak, returns to cause trouble by resurrecting the old emperor’s
body from the dead. The Emperor returns to the palace with a document demanding his other
son, Comma, to be crowned the new king and for Pygrus and his sister, Blue, to be banished from
the palace and surrounding kingdom. The novel has a nice rhythm of switching between the
many characters, from Henry, the young earth boy who has fallen in love with Blue, to Brimstone,
an old associate of Hairstreak and faerie of the night. The many diverse characters take the reader
on a fabulous journey where greed seems to be the downfall of the evil characters. Readers should
be mature enough to handle issues such as death and gruesome violence.
Nicole Schrecke
Tempe, AZ

Scholastic, 2004, 214 pp., $8.99

Romance
ISBN: 0-439-54020-8

Summer Boys by Hailey Abbott

Just outside of Maine Pebble Beach became a ritual summer getaway for the Tuttle family. Ex-
tended family would come and go, but the summer truly belonged to the girls. Jamie, Ella, Kelsi,
and Beth were all cousins around the same age and spent most of their year looking forward to
those magical seven weeks at Pebble Beach. The four cousins endure a roller coaster of emotions
during their stay. Jamie suffers a broken heart

Summer Boys chronicles the classic coming of age tale of teenage romance that involves love,
jealousy, betrayal, envy, and heartache. It demonstrates how relationships during the summer can
be so fleeting and how at times even the most sensitive teen can emerge resiliently from disap-
pointment.

By summer’s end each girl goes home a little wiser, confident, and more self aware than before.

The girls each in their own way experience their first boy, first love, and first time. True romantics

at heart will absolutely love this novel. It does however contain adult content and is recom-
mended for an older reading audience.

Jessica Segura

Tempe, AZ

Tangled Threads: A Hmong Girl’s Story by Pegi Deitz Shea Immigration

Clarion Books, 2003, 236 pp., $15.00 ISBN: 0-618-24748-3

Thirteen-year-old Mai and her grandma were able to escape Laos following the massa-
cre of her parents, but the Thai refugee camp where they have lived for the past 10
years has hardly been a refuge. They have endured the pangs of hunger brought on by
too little food for the tens of thousands of people living there, the brutality of the
soldiers who watch their every move, as well as separation from their only remaining
relatives.

But now, they are finally able to join Mai’s uncle and his family in America. The
adjustment to life in a foreign country, its new language, strange culture, food, and
religious practices, however, threaten to break the spirit of Grandma Yang, while caus-
ing hope, excitement, and confusion for young Mai.

Their story is preserved on the fabric of pa’ndau, the ancient Hmong art of embroidery

skillfully stitched by Grandma and lovingly passed on to Mai. It serves as the common
thread that sustains their memories of the past and Mai’s hopes for the future.

Ingrid Seitz,

Manbhattan, KS
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What a Song Can Do: 12 Riffs on the Power of Music Music

by Jennifer Armstrong

Knopf , 2004, 208 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 0-375-84299-5

“Theme” is a term used in literature and music; but in Jennifer Armstrong’s compilation of short
stories, she conflates the two and successfully shows the universalities of music. It was most
refreshing to find these stories did not all portray music as the great healer of all the world’s pains.
In Ann Manheimer’s “Riffs,” she tells the story of a boy named Lee who is torn by the dilemma of
playing with his band, or caring for his hospitalized mother. The ‘riff’ is not entirely internal,
however; Lee’s father is adamant about him staying home.

Naturally, there are stories about the very real, binding quality of music. In Dian Curtis Regan’s
“Tangled Notes in a Watermelon,” Cora is afflicted with synesthesia, a condition that causes Cora
and her late grandmother to see colors and objects while they hear music. This story, about
mourning and also a crush, is served on a table made of surrealism.

As with any collection, some entries are simply less palpable than others. Some are a bit flattened

by instances of bland narrative voices, trite dialogue, and underhanded preachiness. With that

being said, the biggest success in this book is the deliberate circumspection that Armstrong took
in the compilation.

Edward A. Wade

Tempe, AZ

Words West: Voices of Young Pioneers by Ginger Wadsworth Non-fiction/Pioneer

Life

Clarion Books, 2003, 191 pp., $18.00 ISBN: 0-618-23475-6

Words West is a significant achievement in non-fiction for young adults. Wadsworth organizes her
treatment of 19th century westward migration according to the concerns and hardships faced by
overland pioneers, devoting chapters to issues like “chores and chow” and “life, death, and acci-
dents.”

Woven through her discussion of each topic is a colorful set of excerpts from the diaries, letters,
and memoirs of young people making the journey. These quotations breathe life into the narrative
and make it much more appealing to adolescent readers. Also, the book benefits from the gener-
ous inclusion of historical photographs.

Wadsworth covers the full range of experience associated with this aspect of American history.
Readers come away with a clear sense of the beauty, tragedy, fear, and work endured by those
traveling the major westward trails.

Ideally suited for interdisciplinary studies, Words West should appeal to students interested in
history or the American West.

F. Todd Goodson

Manhattan, KS

The Young Man and the Sea by Rodman Philbrick Fishing/Survival

Blue Sky Press (imprint of Scholastic), 2004, 192 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 0-439-36829-4

Twelve-year-old Samuel “Skiff” Beaman Jr. is a determined young man trying to sur-
vive after his mother’s recent death. Skiff is forced to become an adult as he desper-
ately tries to get his father to get back into the family fishing business.

Skiff raises the Mary Rose after it sunk with the help of a kindly old man, Mr. Woodwell.
Amos Woodwell instructs Skiff as how to raise the boat and once done, proceeds to do
the necessary repairs but does not have the money to repair the diesel motor. Skiff
decides to earn money trapping lobsters for the repairs on Mary Rose.

One day he sees an amateur fisherman who caught a large tuna. Samuel makes the
decision to solve his financial problems by going after tuna. Twenty-five miles out to
sea, he runs into thick fog and realizes he has forgotten a fog horn. He makes the best
of his situation by putting out baits for the tuna. He is ready to head home after his
realizes his foolish mistakes of not taking enough bait and not being as prepared as he
should have been.
Jo Ann Yazzie
Tempe, AZ

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review, send a copy
of the book to:

Lori Goodson

409 Chery Circle

Manhattan, KS 66503

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Lori Goodson at lagoodson@cox.net
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