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Cruise Control by Terry Trueman New Realism

Harpertempest, 2004, 148 pp., $15.99 ISBN: 0-06-623960-5

Paul McDaniel, a high school senior, is a grenade with his hand on the pin.

Living in Seattle with his mother, his sister, and his retarded brother nearly pushes him
over the edge. He despises his father for leaving the family, and he feels responsible for
helping his mother with his brother. Paul loves and defends Shawn, although he guilt-
ily resents him at times wondering what his life would be like without him. Sports,
especially basketball, provide Paul with an outlet to release his anxiety; still, he struggles
with how his family situation will affect his future and his dreams of an athletic schol-
arship to Georgetown University.

His friends worry about Paul’s angry demeanor, and at times step in to keep him from

inflicting pain on his provokers. However, when Paul’s mom confronts him with the

reason his father “abandoned” the family, he is able to release the pent up anger and
view his situation from a more realistic and accurate perspective.

Rhea Spears

Chandler, AZ

The Dating Diaries by Kristen Kemp Dating/Self-discovery

PUSH (Scholastic), 2004, 266 pp., $6.99 ISBN: 0-439-62298-0

Katie James’s life, like many high school girls, revolves around her boyfriend, Paul.
They’ve been dating for almost five years, but he just turned her world upside down.
After spending a week in bed feeling sorry for herself, she picks herself up off the
ground, resolving to make up for lost time. Katie will have 12 dates in six weeks, with
an ultimate goal of falling in love again before prom. Along the way, she undergoes a
makeover, not just in a physical sense, but emotionally as well, realizing that there is
more to life than having a boyfriend.

I highly enjoyed following Katie through her journey of self-discovery, recalling many

of my own high school dating memories. Kemp captures the essence of today’s teen

world, incorporating experiences with alcohol, music, same-sex relationships, and many

more. [ would recommend this novel to all my female (and some male) students look-
ing for a realistic, easy-to-read, story about modern teen issues.

Elaine Gruenbacher

Clearwater, KS

Eager by Helen Fox

Science Fiction

Wendy Lamb Books, 2004, 280 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 0-385-74672-5

In the twenty-first century, scientific study and technology have transformed human life.
Humans co-exist in a world where robots are more than personal assistants. The new BDC4
robots, created by rich Technocrats, are programmed with the same interests as their own-
ers. They are built to satisfy humans’ physical and emotional needs. Protagonists Gavin and
Fleur Bell are immersed in this world. The house they live in watches their every move, and
there are few moments when they are alone.

Helen Fox takes science fiction fans into a fantastical tale about Eager, a robot questioning
the meaning of his feelings and whether he is alive. Eager comes to live with the Bells to
replace Grumps, their older model. Considered new, improved, and much like the Techno-
crats’ BDC4, Eager is physically and emotionally different. The BDC4s are considered the
robot to own, but, as Gavin and Fleur discover, they are not as wonderful as everyone
thinks.

Eager teams up with the protagonists to pursue the truth behind the BDC4s’ behavior. Along
the way, Eager becomes a part of the family and finds the reasons for his existence.

Gina Desai

Glendale, AZ

Escape from Saigon: How a Vietnam War Orphan
Became An American Boy by Andrea Warren

Historical Biography

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2004, 106 pp., $17.00 ISBN: 0-374-32224-4

This touching work chronicles the closing days of American involvement in the Vietnam
War and “Operation Babylift,” a last-ditch attempt by the American government to save
orphaned children in Vietnam before the Communist Army marched into the city. If the
children stayed, there would be little hope for survival. Most of the children were of mixed
blood, half Vietnamese and half American. Northern Vietnam looked upon these children as
having “the blood of the enemy” and would kill them outright. Matt Steiner became one of
these orphans when his mother committed suicide, and his G.I. father was unknown. His
grandmother gave him up to an American agency when she could no longer provide for
Matt.

Warren pieces a narrative of Matt’s early years using what little Matt remembers, and the

results are heartbreaking. Matt wrestles with abandonment and the rapidly approaching

horrors of war. Warren also chronicles Mr. Steiner’s harrowing trip to America and his ad-

justment to his American family. Escape from Saigon is compelling enough to read in one
sitting and stays with you long after you put it down.

Eldridge Tsosie

Tempe, AZ
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Heck Superhero by Martine Leavitt Abandonment/Cartoons/Comics/Emotional

Problems

Front Street, 2004, 144 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 1-886910-94-4

Heck’s mother, who suffers from depression, telephones Heck while he is at his best
friend Spence’s house. She tells him they have been evicted from their apartment, to
stay with Spence, and she will call soon.

Not wanting to acknowledge his mother’s illness to others, Heck begins a search through
the city to find his mother. While Heck lives on the street for five days, he does one
good deed after another believing that his assistance will provide the way to find his
mother before Social Services finds him. Within his mind, Heck is a superhero who
needs to rescue his mother from hypertime—the time not connected to reality. Heck
encounters many obstacles, but through his ability to draw, he finds comfort from his
own reality.

Roger Caswell

Manhattan, KS

The Hippie House by Katherine Holubitsky Impact of Violence/ Coming of Age

Orca Book Publishers, 2004, 233 pp., $16.95 ISBN: I-55143-316-8

In 1970 Emma is 14, living in a close-knit rural Canadian community and looking forward to
a new high school. She is surrounded by loving family and friends, and everything seems
safe and right with the world. But this all comes suddenly to an end when a local girl turns
up missing and is discovered by Emma’s brother, raped and murdered, in a small outbuild-
ing, the Hippie House, on their farm.

The community suffers as residents try to deal with this violence. Life is no longer as good
or safe. Girls are warned not to roam freely. Neighbors begin to distrust each other; false
accusations become commonplace. Nerves, nightmares, depression, and anxieties are ram-
pant. A shadow covers the daily lives of Emma’s family and her neighbors; no one can relax.

Written in a somewhat homey, even flat, style, Holubitsky’s story keeps us reading to piece

together the clues. Readers won’t be able to quit as they reach the climax and learn the

identity of the murderer. Although dealing with a horrific event, Holubitsky celebrates the
strength that comes from people bonding together to help each other in trying times.

Jeanne M. McGlinn

Asheville, NC

Honeysuckle House by Andrea Cheng Friendship/Family Relationships/

Multicultural

Front Street, 2004, 136 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 1-886910-99-5

People are more alike than different. The reader is engaged through the use of two 10-
year-old narrators, Sarah and Tiang, who relate the story in alternating chapters.

Sarah, a Chinese American who does not speak any Chinese, is coping with the loss of
her best friend, as well as her father’s job which requires him to be absent from home
for extended periods of time.

Tiang, a Chinese girl, enters Sarah’s school and is upset with her new surroundings,
her father’s endeavors to get a green card, and adapting to a new school.

Paired together by their teacher, the two girls strive to find mutual ground for under-

standing. They not only have to work through their problems, but they also must deal

with the stereotyping by others. When they eventually open up to each other, they find
that there is a basis for friendship.

Joy Frerichs

Chatsworth, GA

Hunger Moon by Sarah Lamstein

Family Problems/ Coming of Age

Front Street Publishing, 2004, 112 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 1-932425-05-5

Set in the 1950s, Hunger Moon follows the life of young Ruthie Tepper. Ruthie possesses
the characteristics of the typical middle school student; she is interested in boys, popu-
larity, stardom, and her best friend, Jeanie. However, Ruthie’s world suddenly changes
when she enters the walls of her home. Her family only seems to communicate through
yelling. Ruthie’s dysfunctional family leaves her the burden of taking care of her three
younger brothers, one of whom is mentally disabled. Standing up for what she believes
to be right leads Ruthie on a courageous journey.

Ruthie’s vivacious character and exciting dreams capture the audience in Hunger Moon.
Her passion for what she believes in will leave the reader inspired by her persistence
but aching for her in the end. Ruthie Tepper will steal your heart and make it impos-
sible to forget her.

Hunger Moon is a story of compassion, survival, and hope for one little girl.
Jolie Darby
Topeka, KS
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A Mid-Semester Night's Dream by Margaret Meacham Humor/Fantasy

Holiday House, 2004, 154 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 0-8234-1815-4

Morgan Yates thought her problems would be solved when she gets a surprise visit
from a fairy godmother. After all, what girl couldn’t use a little help winning the affec-
tions of the best looking boy in junior high, getting her dad to stop dating the wrong
woman, and fixing her best friend up with the perfect date?

Naturally, Morgan is delighted to discover her doll’s house inhabited by Gretta Fleetwing,
a fairy-godmother-in-training. Unfortunately, this fairy godmother hasn’t quite mas-
tered her trade. One miscast spell follows another and soon Morgan finds herself with
more problems than ever. Morgan is ready to send Gretta home, but she needs her help
to set things straight.

While the plot is a clever take off on Cinderella and Mid Summer Night’s Dream, the
dialogue and relationships are realistically rendered. This funny, fast-paced book’s hu-
mor, endearing characters, and clever plot twists are sure to delight a young audience.
Virginia Beesley

Quinter, KS

Norman Tuttle on the Last Frontier:
A Novel in Stories by Tom Bodett

Coming of Age/Short Stories

Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2004, 192 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 0-679-89031-9

The title of this collection of closely related stories refers to both Norman Tuttle’s Alaskan home
and his angst-filled and often hilarious journey toward adulthood.

Norman’s first fishing trip with his father falls dangerously short of high expectations when Norman,
unnoticed, falls off the boat into the frigid water of Alaska. Norman struggles to clear his head,
take stock of the situation, and do the right thing. He struggles atop an icy piling and contemplates
his fate as his father and uncle float away into the deepening night. Surprisingly for a 13-year-old
boy, Norman loudly proclaims to the night that he has survived.

So begins the journey of Norman, who tackles very real issues facing adolescents today, from

discovering girls and all the complications that come with dating, to becoming responsible for

one’s self and finding your place in the world. Frank and Norman’s stormy relationship is the

underlying theme in all of the stories. Both characters’ viewpoints are expressed quite succinctly,
allowing readers a peek into what their parents might be going through with them.

Eldridge Tsosie

Tempe, AZ

Overdrive by Eric Walters

Peer Pressure/Integrity

Orca, 2004, 102 pp., $7.95 ISBN: 1-55143-318-4

Sixteen-year-old Jake is lucky: he’s got his driver’s license. However, this freedom comes
with a price—due to poor academic performance, he is repeating the ninth grade.

Left behind by his former classmates, Jake spends his free time with Mickey, a fellow
freshman. When his older brother loans Jake his car for a night on the town, Mickey
sees this as a chance to pick up girls and drag race. Giving in to the pressure, Jake
makes a poor decision that could have lifelong implications. Now he must do the right
thing, as hard as it is.

With its short chapters, easily defined conflict, and a main character who faces a tough

and realistic decision, Overdrive, although written with teenage boys in mind, will be
appealing to most reluctant readers.

Lisa Scherff

Kissimmee, FL

The President is Shot! The Assassination
of Abraham Lincoln by Harold Holzer

Presidency/Civil War

Boyds Mills Press, 2004, 144 pp., $17.95 ISBN: 1-56397-985-3

Harold Holzer explains the presidency and ultimate demise of one of the starkest icons in
American history. He describes Lincoln as a man who, after a short career in the House of
Representatives, was thrust back into politics when he learned of a piece of legislation that
threatened to expand the role of slavery.

Though unsuccessful at first, he finally won the nomination, and eventual presidency. Holzer
reveals, in mature yet undaunting prose, that, as much as Lincoln was revered in the North,
he was equally despised in the South. The author ushers in the names of the conspirators
and their plot to kidnap Lincoln. The first family is also profiled. The personal grief of the
Lincoln family, coupled with the war that plagued the nation on so many different fronts,
deepened the eyes and the moods of the president. The book is peppered with pictures and
illustrations. We know the unfortunate outcome of the shot speared through Booth’s pistol,
but Holzer does, what I assume any good historian does, ends with a couple of what ifs.
Edward A. Wade
Tempe, AZ

H o E

T &

n|=_u & File YA Book Reviews

38

REVIEW




2z
5 d &
— —
=2 SMaINay yoog Y4 oid B diI]D
. = ]

‘<®

ZV ‘S9N S ‘ueneyUBN

[99X 1[IOH uospoos ppor ‘g

‘s9oe[d pajoadxeun ur s1I9msue I9Y SPUl} 9YS ‘UPWNY 9 O} SUPIUI }I JeYm PUP 3S[d ‘[9A0U

Juoawos Jo Ad0d © 9 0} SUBAW JI JBYM MOUY O} SAYIILIS OS[E AYS DAIAINS 0} SA[SINNS I0[ABL SV

“URWINY JSOW[E W3S WIY S BU dJUSII[[91UI 9SOUM URINZULIO U Q[oU[) ST
d[ay 10y 03 wIn) UeDd A3 INPE A[UO Y], "9AIISAI 3} S¥Ie)e dnoid [9al B UaYMm I9A3I0) padueyd
a1e SaAl] 119} Ing -31doad yam aIe 431} se suenduelo a9y} pue J3unf 3y} YIM 9[qeII0JWOd Se
a1e Auuo( 19yjoi1q I93unoA 19y pue I0[Ae], *(10[ABL, PajeaId 1ey) Aueduwod ay}) 9210J3J1T AQ PauMO
9AI19sa1 uendueIo Ue uel syuared I9H ‘0duIog JO PUB[SI 3y} U0 ATrure} 19y im dn maId 1o74e],

"SMIU [PUONIPUISIUI S9W003q I0[AE], pue orqnd s308 smau Suruo
3 I SIAYS UdYM “USY], TeIY 0} APl Sem dYS Se YONU Se I3y P[0} A[UO pue I3y paro] sjuared
I9H "9S[d dU0IWOS M saydrew A3oajrad YN 19y 1ey) ‘SurSLio Iay umouy sAemre 1,usey Io[4e],

"9l IaquInu
Quo[d sI Io[Ae], "s198euadl 9q 01 dn UMOIS JABY OUM SIUO[D AT} PaleaId os[e aaey A3yl "SuiSe
pue aseastp Sunuaaaid Jo $19109s Ay} pAfoo[un sey eyl Auedwiod AIPUOIIN[OASI B SI 9DI0JJIT

C-760€2-58€-0 -NdSI

Suruoy/onsieay we[ey uuy £q aAlJ J0jApL

§6°S1$ “°dd 26T “p00T ‘sq00g quieT Apusp

P31JBID-[[9M PUE 199MSIDNI] OIUIB B SI L0g JU2IS Y], "1X9IU0D [BILIOISIY YOI B apraoid o}
SATIELIEU 31} 0JUI (SI[IOWOINE ISITJ 9} ‘ONeNnDy}Ies 00S10ULL] UBS 9} "8'9) SIUSAS [BILIOISIY
syIasul A1mo pue ‘inoysnoryy pasiadsiaur syderdoroyd anbnue yim payoLIus sI 1xa) 3y,

“WISIOI_Y SIY puUe SUOIOR
S,qOdB[ SPUBISIOPUN OYM AIO}S 31} UI IajoeIeyd A[uo ay} ‘(118 SunoA e jo saka ay} ydnoiyy
SJI[ [RINI JO $SAUIZN 3} Pue AINeLAq 3} $3qLIISAP A0g JUI)IS Y], “PLGSUINION D 1)1 QI UL SY

‘wistoI1ay pue Apaden 10} Ajroeded 9y} sassassod pue ‘sfewrue saAo0] ‘syeads
A[oIe1 oym A0q papleial A[[eluaW B ‘Z}[01S qode[ Jo urpueisiopun Jurmoid pue ym diys
-PUSLIJ 19 JO UOIIII[[0J31 I9Y SI Y00( 3} JO 1831 Y [, "UeIdISAyd painal e pue uewom A[19p[d
UP MOU “I9YJIeY [, A1) I0JeIIRU INO }9au am andojoid s,300q a1} U ‘T Iep\ pliop Surpasaxd
A[91eTpaWIWIT SIBIA Y} UT UMO] [[PWIS B UI SIUIAS J13eI} JO SALIas e Jo A103s Suryonoy e st Aog
JuaNs YL s A1MOT SIOT ‘DLGSUINION D 1)1 O JISSe[d §,997T Iadrey jo juadsiurwal A[desq

6-1€787-819-0 ‘NdSI 00°ST1$ “dd 821 ‘€007 0D UIIIA UOIYSNoH

UOTIPPIRIFY [RIUSJA/UOTIIL] [BILIOISIH A1mor s107 Aq Aog puajis ayL

S ‘o8awep
UoSpoos suURy 1107

MO P[NOYS SN JO [[ 18} AI10ISIY Ul U0SSI] b Sap1a0Id UOSILIOW “sauwin Areroduajuod
uo sey pourad jeyy joedwr ay) sjdoad SunoA o3 ssjensuowap 1 1A pue ‘Owin 3y} jo reaeaydn
[PUONOWS S,A1UNO0J Y} SAIBNSN[[I A[TBID Y00( S, UOSLLION ‘PIIWI] 9q ABU 1Xd) USNLIM 3} S[TYM

"I9peal dY) 10J UONUU0D dsudiul ue apraoid yorym ‘syderdojoyd ayy Auedwodoe
0} ango[eIp pue ‘s}y3noy) ‘suonsanb ,S[enprarpul Jo JUNOJIE [BUONDI) B SI9JJ0 SUNLIM S UOSLIION

‘'sojoyd
3} JO o3 Inoqe 3jou Jatiq e gurpnpout ‘syderdoloyd a3 JO XapuI U S SIAISS 1B} UONIIS , SIION
0107, DAISU]X UE PUP $3JBIS PAITU[) Y} UT WOT}PIZIIUT PUP SIYSI [TAID SUIAJOAUT SIUIAS Juelrodur
JO SUI[AWI} B SE YONS ‘SIUSWI[a [Nj3urueaw sapraoid uonn.i8ajug 100108 03 Aouinor ay ], 1oquidwiay

JuawRAOW SIYSTY [IAID 9} Jo siuaad Surdeys
-A10181q 21} 01 Aydrdwuts euonow ue apraoid o3 surquiod sojoyd pue spiom ay, ‘sydeidoloyd
[BATYOI® IYM pue oe[q “Ieis oy} Surduedwodde ‘wnuwiruiw [nyamod 03 spiom 19y sdoay
9ys ‘uoneidaiur piemo) peol oyl 1e yoo[ Surddus e apraoid [[Im UOSLLION IUOL, IOYINE UMOUY
-[[om snoiaqo s, ‘yderdojoyd wooisse[d ajduils e jo asn st pue—IaA02 S)I AqQ yooq siy) 3urdpnyg

00°'81$ “dd 82 ‘400z 0D UIIFIN UOIYSNOY
UOSLLION Tuog, Aq

X-0726€-819-0 :N4SI

SIYSTY [TAID/uoneISaIu] uonpibajuy jooyss oy Asuinor ayj :1aquIdWIdY

7V ‘eduay,

Y}99qIaljom I

‘91eaId ued sdrysuornieal sures ay) pue sdiysuoneai jo Axa[durod ay) $az1ugoda1 pue J[as1ay 0}
9MLI) UTUTPWIAI UT PIA[OAUT SINNILIIP 3} [IM s[eap ‘digsuone[al [eal 111y 19y surdaq pue J[asiay
10J Pa1BAId S 9YS P[IOM PIIDI[AYS 9} JO INO SIINIUA 9Ys St osdA[e) 01 91e[a1 ued $33e [[B JO S[IID

“J[NOYJIP a10wW A[ZUISBAIOUI SAW0I3q [00Yds e ] s,0sdATe) ‘sassardord
drysuonear s,0sdA[e) pue a1ppaiq sy -0sdA[e) Ul PaisaIviul A[[EINIUPWIOI S9UI0S(] SIPPal] pue
el osdATeD pue a1ppal ydojew a1} 19}y ‘pue[3uy JO SUOIY) 3} 0] JUI[ Ul }XaU dIPPaL] ULl
ysurede dn st osdA[e) Jooyds s[113 ay3 03 11ed191unod sfew 3y} ‘sapey Jsurede yojew 3urdUdj e U]

'stseq Ie[n3a1 e uo osdATe) sareraq oym spid rendod
3} JO JUO ‘PUISI0dD PUE ‘PUSLY 1S3] IS TeIS PIM SUIWOOI S AYS N0 Spuy ays “Burjooyds jo
Ieak 19yloUe 10§ suInial osdATe) Uayp “Uul Uy awn JNoJIp e sey osdA[e) ‘qooyds ay) Surpuane
UBJLIdWY UP SY "POOMAJ[OH UI JAI[ sjuared 19y a[1ym pue[dug ul [00yds SUIPILO( 9}I[d UP SPUIIIE
‘1910rIRYD UTPW Ay} ‘0sdA[e) ‘s[I13 Juadsajope Auew 0} sjeadde Jey) o[el e Pajeald sey [[Puuo),0

9-256-7€78S-1 NgSI S6°91¢$ “dd 127 ‘007 ‘A1ngswoorg

sdiysuoneyay/a8y jo Surwo) [[Puu0D,0 U4l Aq sasuLld buind




Under the Sun by Arthur Dorros War

Amulet Books, 2004, 216 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 0-8109-4933-4

Based loosely on the story of the “children’s village,” a community in Croatia rebuilt by
a mixed group of Serbs, Croats, and Muslims, many of whom were orphans of the war,
Under the Sun traces the story of Ehmet, a thirteen-year-old who, with his mother, is
displaced from Sarajevo and forced to wander across the countryside searching for
sanctuary and missing family members.

Dorros’ novel provides younger adolescents with a vivid description of the Bosnian
conflict through a sympathetic and compelling character. Ehmet’s story demonstrates
the futility and destruction caused by greed and ancient conflicts, but the novel also
offers a vision of hope based on tolerance and compassion. Of particular interest is a
diverse collection of compelling characters Ehmet meets on his journey in search of
sanctuary.

Under the Sun is a memorable story set against an important and tragic series of events.
It is not a particularly enjoyable book, but it is an important book.

F. Todd Goodson

Manhattan, KS

Yankee Girl by Mary Ann Rodman

Historical Fiction/Civil Rights

Farrar Straus Giroux, 2004, 216 pp., $17.00 ISBN: 0-374-38661-7

Jackson, Mississippi, in the summer of 1964, seems like another country to new resident and
former Chicago denizen Alice Ann Moxley. Alice learns that, among other things, she is a “Yankee
girl.” Alice finds out that making friends is more difficult than in any other place she’s ever lived,
especially since her father is an FBI agent assigned to Mississippi to protect the rights of blacks.
Alice experiences alienation and fear for herself and her family, all the while keeping a personal
journal including the daily headlines.

Mary Ann Rodman draws on her own life experiences for this book. She was the 10-year-old
daughter of an FBI agent in 1964 who moved to Jackson. Yankee Girl is rich with emotional detail
interwoven through actual events and occurrences from the summer of 1964 to the summer of
1965. Rodman opens each chapter with a newspaper headline that might have been seen on the
front page of the Jackson paper during that era. This book would be a terrific read for junior high
school students when taking them through the complex issues of the 1950s and 1960s, especially
for helping explain the complex issue of segregation.
Cortney Milanovich
Tempe, AZ

Orca Book, 2004, 104 pp., $7.95

Zee'’s Way by Kristin Butcher Delinquency/Intergenerational Conflict

ISBN: 1-55143-279-X

Loiterers, punks—these are the names hurled at the 15-year-old boys in Zee’s gang by the
merchants of Fairhaven Shopping Center. Unfair, discriminatory—retaliate the boys. A “war”
is on, and Zee thinks he has the way to get the upper hand—paint graffiti on the wall of
Feniuk’s Hardware. Graffiti is Zee’s statement of protest, to make the merchants aware they
can’t push the boys around. They want to enjoy the shopping center too. This was their
place to roller blade and hang out before the strip mall was built.

Zee’s plan backfires. When Feniuk paints over the graffiti but keeps the picture Zee drew, he
loses control of his art. Then when Feniuk catches him and makes him work to pay off his
debt for the vandalism, Zee finds himself wanting to prove he is a real artist. In the process
both sides begin to understand and respect each other.

This novel, an easy-read for middle-grade students, explores the intergenerational conflict

that often plagues relations between younger and older adults. In the end, both sides get

beyond stereotypes and gain a bit of understanding—an important lesson in our conflict-
ridden world.

Jeanne M. McGlinn

Asheville, NC

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review, send a copy
of the book to:

Lori Goodson

409 Cherry Circle

Manhattan, KS 66503

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Lori Goodson at lagoodson@cox.net
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