
33

T   ◆    H   ◆  E

ALAN
REVIEW

Cl
ip

 &
 F

ile
 Y

A 
B

oo
k 

Re
vi

ew
s

Th
e 

B
la

ck
 B

ro
th

er
s 

by
 L

is
a 

Te
tz

ne
r

Su
rv

iv
al

/F
ri

en
ds

hi
p

Fr
on

t 
St

re
et

 P
ub

lis
hi

ng
, 

20
04

, 
14

4 
pp

.,
 $

16
.9

5
IS

B
N

: 
1-

93
24

25
-0

4-
7

G
io

rg
io

, 
a 

yo
un

g 
bo

y,
 s

tr
ug

gl
es

 v
al

ia
nt

ly
 t

o 
fr

ee
 h

im
se

lf
 f

ro
m

 h
is

 m
as

te
r 

in
 T

he
 B

la
ck

B
ro

th
er

s.
 A

 d
es

pe
ra

te
 s

it
ua

ti
on

 r
es

ul
ts

 in
 G

io
rg

io
’s

 f
at

he
r 

se
lli

ng
 h

im
 t

o 
a 

st
ra

ng
e 

m
an

fo
r 

la
bo

r 
in

 a
 f

ar
 o

ff
 c

it
y.

 A
 s

tr
ug

gl
e 

fo
r 

fr
ee

do
m

, 
ac

ce
pt

an
ce

, 
an

d 
bo

un
ti

fu
l 

m
ea

ls
aw

ai
ts

 y
ou

ng
 G

io
rg

io
 in

 h
is

 n
ew

 h
om

e 
of

 M
ila

n.
 A

 f
ri

en
ds

hi
p 

de
ve

lo
ps

 t
ha

t 
w

ill
 b

e 
th

e
on

ly
 fo

rc
e 

to
 s

us
ta

in
 G

io
rg

io
’s

 h
op

e 
fo

r 
a 

ch
an

ce
 a

t a
 li

fe
 o

th
er

 th
an

 c
hi

m
ne

y 
sw

ee
pi

ng
.

T
he

 B
la

ck
 B

ro
th

er
s 

is
 a

 p
he

no
m

en
al

ly
 i

llu
st

ra
te

d 
no

ve
l 

th
at

 e
nt

ic
es

 t
he

 r
ea

de
r 

to
 t

ur
n

th
e 

pa
ge

 a
ga

in
 a

nd
 a

ga
in

 t
o 

fo
llo

w
 t

he
 t

ro
ub

le
d 

lif
e 

of
 G

io
rg

io
. 

T
he

 i
llu

st
ra

ti
on

s 
al

lo
w

th
e 

re
ad

er
 t
o 

ju
m

p 
ri

gh
t 
in

to
 G

io
rg

io
’s

 t
er

ri
fy

in
g 

ex
pe

ri
en

ce
s 

in
 t
he

 c
hi

m
ne

ys
 o

f 
M

ila
n.

A
 b

oo
k 

th
at

 w
ill

 t
ou

ch
 y

ou
r 

he
ar

t,
 t

hi
s 

no
ve

l r
ev

ea
ls

 t
he

 im
po

rt
an

ce
 o

f 
de

te
rm

in
at

io
n,

ac
ce

pt
an

ce
, a

nd
 f
ri

en
ds

hi
p,

 a
s 

se
en

 t
hr

ou
gh

 t
he

 e
ye

s 
of

 o
ne

 y
ou

ng
 b

oy
 f
ig

ht
in

g 
fo

r 
hi

s
fr

ee
do

m
.

Jo
lie

 D
ar

by
To

pe
ka

, 
K

S

B
lu

e 
Fi

ng
er

s 
by

 C
he

ry
l A

yl
w

ar
d 

W
hi

te
se

l
A

cc
ep

ta
nc

e/
N

in
ja

 L
if

e
C

la
ri

on
 B

oo
ks

, 
20

04
, 
25

2 
pp

.,
 $

15
.0

0
IS

B
N

: 
0-

61
8-

38
13

9-
2

Ta
ki

ng
 a

 s
te

p 
in

to
 t
he

 p
as

t 
an

d 
a 

na
ti

on
 f
ar

 a
cr

os
s 

th
e 

se
as

, C
he

ry
l W

hi
te

se
l c

ap
ti

va
te

s
he

r 
au

di
en

ce
 w

it
h 

a 
ta

le
 o

f 
ni

nj
a 

cl
an

s 
an

d 
sa

m
ur

ai
 w

ar
ri

or
s.

 K
oj

i, 
a 

Ja
pa

ne
se

 t
w

in
, 
is

de
sp

er
at

el
y 

se
ar

ch
in

g 
fo

r 
be

lo
ng

in
g 

an
d 

ac
ce

pt
an

ce
 in

 a
 p

la
ce

 w
he

re
 tw

in
s 

ar
e 

th
ou

gh
t

of
 a

s 
a 

si
gn

 o
f 

m
is

fo
rt

un
e 

an
d 

di
sg

ra
ce

. 
T

hr
ou

gh
 a

 s
tr

an
ge

 t
w

is
t 

of
 f

at
e,

 a
 s

ec
re

t 
ni

nj
a

cl
an

 c
ap

tu
re

s 
K

oj
i. 

Fo
rc

ed
 t

o 
en

du
re

 n
in

ja
 t

ra
in

in
g,

 K
oj

i m
us

t 
le

ar
n 

to
 a

cc
ep

t 
th

is
 n

ew
ni

nj
a 

lif
es

ty
le

 a
nd

 f
or

ge
t 

hi
s 

fa
m

ily
 a

t 
ho

m
e 

or
 d

ie
.

I 
w

as
 i

nt
ri

gu
ed

 b
y 

th
e 

ni
nj

a 
hi

st
or

y 
in

te
rt

w
in

ed
 t

hr
ou

gh
ou

t 
th

e 
te

xt
. 

W
hi

te
se

l 
co

m
-

bi
ne

s 
fa

ct
 w

it
h 

fi
ct

io
n,

 g
iv

in
g 

he
r 

re
ad

er
s 

a 
gl

im
ps

e 
of

 w
ha

t 
ni

nj
a 

lif
e 

m
ay

 h
av

e 
be

en
lik

e.
 M

y 
fa

vo
ri

te
 e

le
m

en
t o

f t
he

 n
ov

el
 w

as
 th

e 
re

la
ti

on
sh

ip
 o

f K
oj

i’s
 fa

m
ily

. T
he

 r
ea

de
rs

ar
e 

ab
le

 t
o 

ex
am

in
e 

si
bl

in
g 

ri
va

lr
y,

 a
s 

w
el

l 
as

 d
is

co
ve

r 
th

e 
im

po
rt

an
ce

 o
f 

fa
m

ily
 a

nd
be

lo
ng

in
g.

C
hr

is
ti

na
 H

os
le

r
W

av
er

ly
, 
K

S

B
lu

e 
M

oo
n 

by
 M

ar
ily

n 
H

al
vo

rs
on

R
el

at
io

ns
hi

ps
/R

es
po

ns
ib

ili
ty

/R
om

an
ce

O
rc

a 
B

oo
k 

Pu
bl

is
he

rs
, 

20
04

, 
10

9 
pp

.,
 $

7.
95

IS
B

N
: 

1-
55

14
3-

32
0-

6

B
ob

bi
e 

Je
an

 h
as

 s
av

ed
 u

p 
en

ou
gh

 m
on

ey
 t

o 
bu

y 
a 

ba
rr

el
 r

ac
in

g 
ho

rs
e,

 A
t 

th
e 

au
ct

io
n,

sh
e 

de
ci

de
s 

to
 b

uy
 a

 b
lu

e 
ro

an
 h

or
se

 t
ha

t 
ha

s 
se

en
 b

et
te

r 
da

ys
. 

Fe
el

in
g 

fo
ol

is
h,

 s
he

,
ne

ve
rt

he
le

ss
, 

ta
ke

s 
th

e 
ho

rs
e 

ho
m

e.

T
hr

ou
gh

 g
oo

d 
fo

od
, w

is
e 

tr
ai

ni
ng

, a
nd

 th
e 

he
lp

 o
f a

 fr
ie

nd
, B

ob
bi

e 
Je

an
 e

ve
nt

ua
lly

 g
et

s
B

lu
e 

M
oo

n 
in

to
 s

ha
pe

 t
o 

co
m

pe
te

 i
n 

ba
rr

el
 r

ac
in

g.
 A

tt
en

di
ng

 a
 s

m
al

l 
ro

de
o,

 B
ob

bi
e

Je
an

 w
in

s 
fi

rs
t 

pr
iz

e,
 o

nl
y 

to
 f

in
d 

th
at

 t
he

 h
or

se
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

st
ol

en
.

T
hi

s 
fa

st
-p

ac
ed

 n
ov

el
 w

ill
 c

er
ta

in
ly

 a
pp

ea
l 

to
 a

ll—
ho

rs
e 

lo
ve

rs
, 

as
 w

el
l 

as
 t

ho
se

 w
ho

ro
ot

 f
or

 t
he

 u
nd

er
do

g.
Jo

y 
Fr

er
ic

hs
C

ha
ts

w
or

th
, 
G

A

C
ol

d 
To

m
 b

y 
Sa

lly
 P

ru
e

Fa
nt

as
y

Sc
ho

la
st

ic
, 
20

04
, 
18

7 
pp

.,
 $

5.
99

IS
B

N
: 

0-
43

9-
48

26
9-

0

To
m

 l
iv

es
 i

n 
th

e 
co

m
m

on
 w

it
h 

th
e 

re
st

 o
f 

hi
s 

tr
ib

e,
 e

lf
-l

ik
e 

cr
ea

tu
re

s 
w

it
h 

he
ig

ht
en

ed
se

ns
es

 a
nd

 t
he

 a
bi

lit
y 

to
 “

ca
ll 

to
 t

he
 s

ta
rs

” 
an

d 
be

co
m

in
g 

in
vi

si
bl

e.
 H

e 
ha

s 
no

 c
on

ce
pt

of
 f

am
ily

 o
r 

fr
ie

nd
s,

 a
s 

he
 h

as
 b

ee
n 

ca
ri

ng
 f

or
 h

im
se

lf
 s

in
ce

 h
e 

w
as

 a
bl

e 
to

 c
ra

w
l. 

H
e

fe
ar

s 
hu

m
an

s 
as

 d
em

on
s 

an
d 

be
lie

ve
s 

th
ey

 a
re

 a
n 

in
fe

ri
or

 r
ac

e.

To
m

’s
 o

nl
y 

jo
b 

w
as

 to
 w

ar
n 

ot
he

rs
 o

f a
pp

ro
ac

hi
ng

 d
em

on
s,

 b
ut

 h
e 

ha
s 

fa
ile

d.
 In

 c
on

se
-

qu
en

ce
, h

e 
fa

ce
s 

de
at

h 
by

 L
ar

n’
s 

si
lv

er
 s

w
or

d,
 s

o 
he

 fl
ee

s 
to

 th
e 

ci
ty

 o
f d

em
on

s,
 w

he
re

he
 m

ig
ht

 b
e 

sa
fe

. 
W

it
hi

n 
th

e 
ci

ty
, 

he
 f

in
ds

 s
he

lt
er

 i
n 

A
nn

a’
s 

ba
ck

ya
rd

 s
he

d.
 T

om
’s

or
ig

in
al

 i
nt

en
ti

on
 w

as
 s

im
pl

y 
to

 a
vo

id
 d

ea
th

, 
bu

t 
in

st
ea

d 
he

 l
ea

rn
s 

le
ss

on
s 

th
at

 d
o

m
uc

h 
m

or
e 

th
an

 s
av

e 
hi

s 
lif

e.

A
n 

in
tr

ig
ui

ng
 in

te
rp

re
ta

ti
on

 o
f h

um
an

it
y,

 P
ru

e’
s 

fa
nt

as
y 

gr
ip

s 
th

e 
re

ad
er

 fr
om

 th
e 

st
ar

t.
I 

fo
un

d 
m

ys
el

f 
no

t 
on

ly
 w

on
de

ri
ng

 a
bo

ut
 t

he
 p

lo
t 

lin
e,

 b
ut

 a
ls

o 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

po
rt

ra
ya

l o
f

hu
m

an
 b

eh
av

io
r. 

T
he

 b
oo

k,
 b

ro
ke

n 
in

to
 4

8 
sh

or
t 

ch
ap

te
rs

, 
is

 e
as

ily
 r

ea
d,

 a
nd

 I
 w

ill
de

fi
ni

te
ly

 r
ec

om
m

en
d 

it
 t

o 
m

an
y 

of
 m

y 
st

ud
en

ts
.

El
ai

ne
 G

ru
en

ba
ch

er
C

le
ar

w
at

er
, 
K

S

f33-40_TAR_Fall04 10/13/04, 12:02 PM33



34

T   ◆    H   ◆  E

ALAN
REVIEW

Clip &
 File YA B

ook Review
s

C
ruise C

ontrol by Terry Truem
an

N
ew

 R
ealism

H
arpertem

pest, 2004, 148 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
: 0-06-623960-5

Paul M
cD

aniel, a high school senior, is a grenade w
ith his hand on the pin.

Living in Seattle w
ith his m

other, his sister, and his retarded brother nearly pushes him
over the edge. H

e despises his father for leaving the fam
ily, and he feels responsible for

helping his m
other w

ith his brother. Paul loves and defends Shaw
n, although he guilt-

ily resents him
 at tim

es w
ondering w

hat his life w
ould be like w

ithout him
. Sports,

especially basketball, provide Paul w
ith an outlet to release his anxiety; still, he struggles

w
ith how

 his fam
ily situation w

ill affect his future and his dream
s of an athletic schol-

arship to G
eorgetow

n U
niversity.

H
is friends w

orry about Paul’s angry dem
eanor, and at tim

es step in to keep him
 from

inflicting pain on his provokers. H
ow

ever, w
hen Paul’s m

om
 confronts him

 w
ith the

reason his father “abandoned” the fam
ily, he is able to release the pent up anger and

view
 his situation from

 a m
ore realistic and accurate perspective.

R
hea Spears

C
handler, A

Z

Eager by H
elen Fox

Science Fiction
W

endy Lam
b B

ooks, 2004, 280 pp., $15.95
ISB

N
: 0-385-74672-5

In the tw
enty-first century, scientific study and technology have transform

ed hum
an life.

H
um

ans co-exist in a w
orld w

here robots are m
ore than personal assistants. T

he new
 B

D
C

4
robots, created by rich Technocrats, are program

m
ed w

ith the sam
e interests as their ow

n-
ers. T

hey are built to satisfy hum
ans’ physical and em

otional needs. Protagonists G
avin and

Fleur B
ell are im

m
ersed in this w

orld. T
he house they live in w

atches their every m
ove, and

there are few
 m

om
ents w

hen they are alone.

H
elen Fox takes science fiction fans into a fantastical tale about Eager, a robot questioning

the m
eaning of his feelings and w

hether he is alive. Eager com
es to live w

ith the B
ells to

replace G
rum

ps, their older m
odel. C

onsidered new
, im

proved, and m
uch like the Techno-

crats’ B
D

C
4, Eager is ph ysically and em

otionally different. T
he B

D
C

4s are considered the
robot to ow

n, but, as G
avin and Fleur discover, they are not as w

onderful as everyone
thinks.

Eager team
s up w

ith the protagonists to pursue the truth behind the B
D

C
4s’ behavior. A

long
the w

ay, Eager becom
es a part of the fam

ily and finds the reasons for his existence.
G

ina D
esai

G
lendale, A

Z

The D
ating D

iaries  by K
risten K

em
p

D
ating/Self-discovery

PU
SH

 (Scholastic), 2004, 266 pp., $6.99
ISB

N
: 0-439-62298-0

K
atie Jam

es’s life, like m
any high school girls, revolves around her boyfriend, Paul.

T
hey’ve been dating for alm

ost five years, but he just turned her w
orld upside dow

n.
A

fter spending a w
eek in bed feeling sorry for herself, she picks herself up off the

ground, resolving to m
ake up for lost tim

e. K
atie w

ill have 12 dates in six w
eeks, w

ith
an ultim

ate goal of falling in love again before prom
. A

long the w
ay, she undergoes a

m
akeover, not just in a physical sense, but em

otionally as w
ell, realizing that there is

m
ore to life than having a boyfriend.

I highly enjoyed follow
ing K

atie through her journey of self-discovery, recalling m
any

of m
y ow

n high school dating m
em

ories. K
em

p captures the essence of today’s teen
w

orld, incorporating experiences w
ith alcohol, m

usic, sam
e-sex relationships, and m

any
m

ore. I w
ould recom

m
end this novel to all m

y fem
ale (and som

e m
ale) students look-

ing for a realistic, easy-to-read, story about m
odern teen issues.

Elaine G
ruenbacher

C
learw

ater, K
S

Escape from
 Saigon: H

ow
 a Vietnam

 W
ar O

rphan
H

istorical B
iography

B
ecam

e A
n A

m
erican B

oy by A
ndrea W

arren
Farrar, Straus and G

iroux, 2004, 106 pp., $17.00
ISB

N
: 0-374-32224-4

T
his touching w

ork chronicles the closing days of A
m

erican involvem
ent in the V

ietnam
W

ar and “O
peration B

abylift,” a last-ditch attem
pt by the A

m
erican governm

ent to save
orphaned children in V

ietnam
 before the C

om
m

unist A
rm

y m
arched into the city. If the

children stayed, there w
ould be little hope for survival. M

ost of the children w
ere of m

ixed
blood, half V

ietnam
ese and half A

m
erican. N

orthern V
ietnam

 looked upon these children as
having “the blood of the enem

y” and w
ould kill them

 outright. M
att Steiner becam

e one of
these orphans w

hen his m
other com

m
itted suicide, and his G

.I. father w
as unknow

n. H
is

grandm
other gave him

 up to an A
m

erican agenc y w
hen she could no longer provide for

M
att.

W
arren pieces a narr ative of M

att’s early years using w
hat little M

att r em
em

bers, and the
results are heartbreaking. M

att w
restles w

ith abandonm
ent and the rapidly approaching

horrors of w
ar. W

arren also chronicles M
r. Steiner’s harrow

ing trip to A
m

erica and his ad-
justm

ent to his A
m

erican fam
ily. Escape from

 Saigon
 is com

pelling enough to read in one
sitting and stays w

ith you long after you put it dow
n.

Eldridge Tsosie
Tem

pe, A
Z
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H
eck Superhero

 by M
artine Leavitt

A
bandonm

ent/C
artoons/C

om
ics/Em

otional
Problem

s
Front Street, 2004, 144 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 1-886910-94-4

H
eck’s m

other, w
ho suffers from

 depression, telephones H
eck w

hile he is at his best
friend Spence’s house. She tells him

 they have been evicted from
 their apartm

ent, to
stay w

ith Spence, and she w
ill call soon.

N
ot w

anting to acknow
ledge his m

other’s illness to others, H
eck begins a search through

the city to find his m
other. W

hile H
eck lives on the street for five days, he does one

good deed after another believing that his assistance w
ill provide the w

ay to find his
m

other before Social Services finds him
. W

ithin his m
ind, H

eck is a superhero w
ho

needs to rescue his m
other from

 hypertim
e—

the tim
e not connected to reality. H

eck
encounters m

any obstacles, but through his ability to draw
, he finds com

fort from
 his

ow
n reality.

R
oger C

asw
ell

M
anhattan, K

S

H
oneysuckle H

ouse by A
ndrea C

heng
Friendship/Fam

ily R
elationships/
M

ulticultural
Front Street, 2004, 136 pp., $16.95

 ISB
N

: 1-886910-99-5

People are m
ore alike than different. T

he reader is engaged through the use of tw
o 10-

year-old narrators, Sarah and T
iang, w

ho relate the story in alternating chapters.

Sarah, a C
hinese A

m
erican w

ho does not speak any C
hinese, is coping w

ith the loss of
her best friend, as w

ell as her father’s job w
hich requires him

 to be absent from
 hom

e
for extended periods of tim

e.

T
iang, a C

hinese girl, enters Sarah’s school and is upset w
ith her new

 surroundings,
her father’s endeavors to get a green card, and adapting to a new

 school.

Paired together by their teacher, the tw
o girls strive to find m

utual gr ound for under-
standing. T

hey not only have to w
ork through their problem

s, but they also m
ust deal

w
ith the stereotyping by others. W

hen they eventually open up to each other, they find
that there is a basis for friendship.

Joy Frerichs
C

hatsw
orth, G

A

H
unger M

oon
 by Sarah Lam

stein
Fam

ily Problem
s/ C

om
ing of A

ge

Front Street Publishing, 2004, 112 pp., $15.95
  ISB

N
: 1-932425-05-5

Set in the 1950s, H
un

ger M
oon

 follow
s the life of young R

uthie Tepper. R
uthie possesses

the characteristics of the typical m
iddle school student; she is interested in boys, popu-

larity, stardom
, and her best friend, Jeanie. H

ow
ever, R

uthie’s w
orld suddenly changes

w
hen she enters the w

alls of her hom
e. H

er fam
ily only seem

s to com
m

unicate through
yelling. R

uthie’s dysfunctional fam
ily leaves her the burden of taking care of her three

younger brothers, one of w
hom

 is m
entally disabled. Standing up for w

hat she believes
to be right leads R

uthie on a courageous journey.

R
uthie’s vivacious character and exciting dream

s capture the audience in H
un

ger M
oon

.
H

er passion for w
hat she believes in w

ill leave the reader inspired by her persistence
but aching for her in the end. R

uthie Tepper w
ill steal your heart and m

ake it im
pos-

sible to forget her.

H
un

ger M
oon

 is a story of com
passion, survival, and hope for one little girl.Jolie D

arby
Topeka, K

S

The H
ippie H

ouse  by K
atherine H

olubitsky
Im

pact of V
iolence/ C

om
ing of A

ge
O

rca B
ook Publishers, 2004, 233 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: I-55143-316-8

In 1970 Em
m

a is 14, living in a close-knit rural C
anadian com

m
unity and looking forw

ard to
a new

 high school. She is surrounded by loving fam
ily and friends, and everything seem

s
safe and right w

ith the w
orld. B

ut this all com
es suddenly to an end w

hen a local girl turns
up m

issing and is discovered by Em
m

a’s brother, raped and m
urdered, in a sm

all outbuild-
ing, the H

ippie H
ouse, on their farm

.

T
he com

m
unity suffers as residents try to deal w

ith this violence. Life is no longer as good
or safe. G

irls are w
arned not to roam

 freely. N
eighbors begin to distrust each other; false

accusations becom
e com

m
onplace. N

erves, nightm
ares, depression, and anxieties are ram

-
pant. A

 shadow
 covers the daily lives of Em

m
a’s fam

ily and her neighbors; no one can relax.

W
ritten in a som

ew
hat hom

ey, even flat, style, H
olubitsky’s story keeps us reading to piece

together the clues. R
eaders w

on’t be able to quit as they reach the clim
ax and learn the

identity of the m
urderer. A

lthough dealing w
ith a horrific event, H

olubitsky celebrates the
strength that com

es from
 people bonding together to help each other in trying tim

es.
Jeanne M

. M
cG

linn
A

sheville, N
C
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Clip &
 File YA B

ook Review
s

A
 M

id-Sem
ester N

ight’s D
ream

 by M
argaret M

eacham
H

um
or/Fantasy

H
oliday H

ouse, 2004, 154 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1815-4

M
organ Yates thought her problem

s w
ould be solved w

hen she gets a surprise visit
from

 a fairy godm
other. A

fter all, w
hat girl couldn’t use a little help w

inning the affec-
tions of the best looking boy in junior high, getting her dad to stop dating the w

rong
w

om
an, and fixing her best friend up w

ith the perfect date?

N
aturally, M

organ is delighted to discover her doll’s house inhabited by G
retta Fleetw

ing,
a fairy-godm

other-in-training. U
nfortunately, this fairy godm

other hasn’t quite m
as-

tered her trade. O
ne m

iscast spell follow
s another and soon M

organ finds herself w
ith

m
ore problem

s than ever. M
organ is ready to send G

retta hom
e, but she needs her help

to set things straight.

W
hile the plot is a clever take off on C

in
derella and M

id Sum
m

er N
ight’s D

ream
, the

dialogue and relationships are realistically rendered. T
his funny, fast-paced book’s hu-

m
or, endearing characters, and clever plot tw

ists are sure to delight a young audience.
V

irginia B
eesley

Q
uinter, K

S

O
verdrive by Eric W

alters
Peer Pressure/Integrity

O
rca, 2004, 102 pp., $7.95

ISB
N

: 1-55143-318-4

Sixteen-year-old Jake is lucky: he’s got his driver’s license. H
ow

ever, this freedom
 com

es
w

ith a price—
due to poor academ

ic perform
ance, he is repeating the ninth grade.

Left behind by his form
er classm

ates, Jake spends his free tim
e w

ith M
ickey, a fellow

freshm
an. W

hen his older brother loans Jake his car for a night on the tow
n, M

ickey
sees this as a chance to pick up girls and dr ag race. G

iving in to the pr essure, Jake
m

akes a poor decision that could have lifelong im
plications. N

ow
 he m

ust do the right
thing, as hard as it is.

W
ith its short chapters, easily defined conflict, and a m

ain character w
ho faces a tough

and realistic decision, O
verdrive, although w

ritten w
ith teenage boys in m

ind, w
ill be

appealing to m
ost reluctant readers.

Lisa Scherff
K

issim
m

ee, FL

N
orm

an Tuttle on the Last Frontier:
C

om
ing of A

ge/Short Stories
A

 N
ovel in Stories by Tom

 B
odett

A
lfred A

. K
nopf B

ooks for Young R
eaders, 2004, 192 pp., $15.95

ISB
N

: 0-679-89031-9

T
he title of this collection of closely related stories refers to both N

orm
an Tuttle’s A

laskan hom
e

and his angst-filled and often hilarious journey tow
ard adulthood.

N
orm

an’s first fishing trip w
ith his father falls dangerously short of high expectations w

hen N
orm

an,
unnoticed, falls off the boat into the frigid w

ater of A
laska. N

orm
an struggles to clear his head,

take stock of the situation, and do the right thing. H
e struggles atop an icy piling and contem

plates
his fate as his father and uncle float aw

ay into the deepening night. Surprisingly for a 13-year-old
boy, N

orm
an loudly proclaim

s to the night that he has survived.

So begins the journey of N
orm

an, w
ho tackles very real issues facing adolescents today, from

discovering girls and all the com
plications that com

e w
ith dating, to becom

ing responsible for
one’s self and finding your place in the w

orld. Frank and N
orm

an’s storm
y relationship is the

underlying them
e in all of the stories. B

oth characters’ view
points are expressed quite succinctly,

allow
ing readers a peek into w

hat their parents m
ight be going through w

ith them
.Eldridge Tsosie

Tem
pe, A

Z

The P
resident is Shot! The A

ssassination
Presidency/C

ivil W
ar

of A
braham

 Lincoln
 by H

arold H
olzer

B
oyds M

ills Press, 2004, 144 pp., $17.95
ISB

N
: 1-56397-985-3

H
arold H

olzer explains the presidency and ultim
ate dem

ise of one of the starkest icons in
A

m
erican history. H

e describes Lincoln as a m
an w

ho, after a short career in the H
ouse of

R
epresentatives, w

as thrust back into politics w
hen he learned of a piece of legislation that

threatened to expand the role of slavery.

T
hough unsuccessful at first, he finally w

on the nom
ination, and e ventual presidency. H

olzer
reveals, in m

ature yet undaunting prose, that, as m
uch as Lincoln w

as revered in the N
orth,

he w
as equally despised in the South. T

he author ushers in the nam
es of the conspirators

and their plot to kidnap Lincoln. T
he first fam

ily is also profiled. T
he personal grief of the

Lincoln fam
ily, coupled w

ith the w
ar that plagued the nation on so m

any different fronts,
deepened the eyes and the m

oods of the president. T
he book is peppered w

ith pictures and
illustrations. W

e know
 the unfortunate outcom

e of the shot speared through B
ooth’s pistol,

but H
olzer does, w

hat I assum
e any good historian does, ends w

ith a couple of w
hat ifs.

Edw
ard A

. W
ade

Tem
pe, A

Z
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U
nder the Sun

 by A
rthur D

orros
W

ar
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2004, 216 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-8109-4933-4

B
ased loosely on the story of the “children’s village,” a com

m
unity in C

roatia rebuilt by
a m

ixed group of Serbs, C
roats, and M

uslim
s, m

any of w
hom

 w
ere orphans of the w

ar,
U

n
der the Sun

 traces the story of Ehm
et, a thirteen-year-old w

ho, w
ith his m

other, is
displaced from

 Sarajevo and forced to w
ander across the countryside searching for

sanctuary and m
issing fam

ily m
em

bers.

D
orros’ novel provides younger adolescents w

ith a vivid description of the B
osnian

conflict through a sym
pathetic and com

pelling character. Ehm
et’s story dem

onstrates
the futility and destruction caused by greed and ancient conflicts, but the novel also
offers a vision of hope based on tolerance and com

passion. O
f particular interest is a

diverse collection of com
pelling characters Ehm

et m
eets on his journey in search of

sanctuary.

U
n

der the Sun
 is a m

em
orable story set against an im

portant and tragic series of events.
It is not a particularly enjoyable book, but it is an im

portant book.
F. Todd G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S

Zee’s W
ay by K

ristin B
utcher

D
elinquency/Intergenerational C

onflict
O

rca B
ook, 2004, 104 pp., $7.95

ISB
N

: 1-55143-279-X

Loiterers, punks—
these are the nam

es hurled at the 15-year-old boys in Z
ee’s gang by the

m
erchants of Fairhaven Shopping C

enter. U
nfair, discrim

inatory—
retaliate the boys. A

 “w
ar”

is on, and Z
ee thinks he has the w

ay to get the upper hand—
paint graffiti on the w

all of
Feniuk’s H

ardw
are. G

raffiti is Z
ee’s statem

ent of protest, to m
ake the m

erchants aw
are they

can’t push the boys around. T
hey w

ant to enjoy the shopping center too. T
his w

as their
place to roller blade and hang out before the strip m

all w
as built.

Z
ee’s plan backfires. W

hen Feniuk paints over the graffiti but keeps the picture Z
ee drew

, he
loses control of his art. T

hen w
hen Feniuk catches him

 and m
akes him

 w
ork to pay off his

debt for the vandalism
, Z

ee finds him
self w

anting to prove he is a real artist. In the process
both sides begin to understand and respect each other.

T
his novel, an easy-read for m

iddle-grade students, explores the intergenerational conflict
that often plagues relations betw

een younger and older adults. In the end, both sides get
beyond stereotypes and gain a bit of understanding—

an im
portant lesson in our conflict-

ridden w
orld.

Jeanne M
. M

cG
linn

A
sheville, N

C

Yankee G
irl  by M

ary A
nn R

odm
an

H
istorical Fiction/C

ivil R
ights

Farrar Straus G
iroux, 2004, 216 pp., $17.00

ISB
N

: 0-374-38661-7

Jackson, M
ississippi, in the sum

m
er of 1964, seem

s like another country to new
 resident and

form
er C

hicago denizen A
lice A

nn M
oxley. A

lice learns that, am
ong other things, she is a “Yankee

girl.” A
lice finds out that m

aking friends is m
ore difficult than in any other place she’s ever lived,

especially since her father is an FB
I agent assigned to M

ississippi to protect the rights of blacks.
A

lice experiences alienation and fear for herself and her fam
ily, all the w

hile keeping a personal
journal including the daily headlines.

M
ary A

nn R
odm

an draw
s on her ow

n life experiences for this book. She w
as the 10-year-old

daughter of an FB
I agent in 1964 w

ho m
oved to Jackson. Yan

kee G
irl is rich w

ith em
otional detail

interw
oven through actual events and occurrences from

 the sum
m

er of 1964 to the sum
m

er of
1965. R

odm
an opens each chapter w

ith a new
spaper headline that m

ight have been seen on the
front page of the Jackson paper during that era. T

his book w
ould be a terrific read for junior high

school students w
hen taking them

 through the com
plex issues of the 1950s and 1960s, especially

for helping explain the com
plex issue of segregation.

C
ortney M

ilanovich
Tem

pe, A
Z

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

, sen
d a copy

of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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