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ofer
C
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O
rchard B

ooks, 2004, 127 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-439-38577-6

W
ith C

all M
e M

aría, Judith O
rtiz C

ofer delivers a poignant story of a sixteen-year-old
Puerto R

ican girl trying to find her place in the barrio of N
ew

 York.

M
aria has gone w

ith her father as he returns to the place of his childhood leaving her
m

other behind for a tem
porary tim

e. M
aria’s father is a superintendent and a jack-of-

all-trades as he takes care of the needs of the tenants in the building. M
aria accepts the

responsibility of m
aking their basem

ent apartm
ent into a hom

e—
a hom

e w
here she

sits from
 her desk doing schoolw

ork and looking up at the feet that w
alk dow

n the
sidew

alk. M
aria befriends W

hoopie, w
ho teaches her the w

ay
of the barrio and how

 to
m

aster Spanglish. W
hen her m

other does com
e to N

ew
 York a year later, M

aria realizes
it is only for a visit and not to live.T

hough both parents w
ant her, M

aria decides to stay
w

ith her father because she has com
e to accept the life of the barrio.

M
aria’s voice is a strength in this uniquely w

ritten novel as C
ofer com

fortably transi-
tions betw

een prose, letters, and poetry.
R

oger C
asw

ell
M

anhattan, K
S

C
hildren of the Lam

p: The A
khenaten A

dventure  by P.B. K
err

Fantasy/A
dventure

O
rchard B

ooks, 2004, 355 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-439-67019-5

W
hat do w

isdom
 teeth, T

he A
rabian

 N
ights, an earthquake in Egypt, and a m

issing
couple on a flight to London have

in com
m

on? Q
uite a bit, it turns out, for tw

o tw
elve-

year-old tw
ins. John and Philippa G

aunt enjoy an exciting and, at tim
es, dangerous,

adventure, thanks to w
hat happens to them

 after a trip to the dentist—
and a little luck.

Luck is precisely w
hat these tw

ins need after they go to stay w
ith their uncle N

im
rod.

O
nly John and Philippa discover they have m

uch m
ore control over luck than they ever

thought possible. T
he tw

ins m
ust quickly learn to harness their em

erging pow
ers to

help their uncle solve an ancient m
ystery. If they succeed, the balance of G

ood and Evil
in the w

orld w
ill rem

ain in hom
eostasis; if they fail, Evil w

ill have
the advantage, and

the w
hole w

orld w
ill suffer.

It is no surprise P.B. K
err is also a w

riter of adult thrillers, as Phillip K
err. A

lthough the
w

it and vocabulary m
ay be beyond som

e young readers, enthusiasts of the H
arry Potter

series and sim
ilar w

orks w
ill enjoy K

err’s suspenseful, yet fun, tale.
Em

ily Pauly
St. G

eorge, K
S

A
 C

ouple of A
pril Fools by G

regory M
aguire

Fantasy
C

larion B
ooks, 2004, 182 pp., $16.00

ISB
N

: 0-618-27474-X

T
he children in M

iss Earth’s class are not having a good spring. W
hat w

ith m
utant

chickens, an escalating rivalry betw
een the Tattletales and the C

opycats (their girls’
and boys’ clubs), a traitor, and a couple of A

pril Fools pranks gone w
rong, they hardly

notice the fine spring air or the first forsythia bloom
s. T

heir problem
s reach a crisis

point w
hen their beloved teacher disappears.T

hough T
hekla M

ustard, form
er Em

press
of the Tattletales, suspects a rom

ance gone w
rong betw

een M
iss Earth and her fiance,

M
ayor G

rass, her classm
ates are not so sure. H

ow
ever, they all agree, they m

ust use
their excellent education to locate their teacher.

In this, book six of the chronicles of H
am

let, Verm
ont, M

aguire uses hum
or and a fast-

paced plot to create a delightfully entertaining story. D
espite the quirky nam

es and
bizarre events, M

aguire’s tale captures the essence of pre-adolescent experience: the
difficulties of peer relationships and the grow

ing understanding that parents are flaw
ed

hum
an beings.

V
irginia B

eesley
Q

uinter, K
S

D
ouble H

elix by N
ancy W

erlin
Ethics of G

enetic Engineering/Fam
ily Trust/Loyalty

D
ial B

ooks, 2004, 248 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
: 0-8037-2606-6

Eighteen-year-old Eli has alw
ays been sm

arter, faster, and stronger than the average
kid. H

e has never really questioned w
hy until the m

ysterious and brilliant D
r. W

yatt
begins to take a curious interest in him

 and offers him
 a job at his renow

ned lab, W
yatt

Transgenics. W
hen Eli’s father pleads w

ith him
 to decline the offer but refuses to ex-

plain w
hy, Eli becom

es m
ore intrigued. H

is life gets turned upside dow
n as he begins

his search for answ
ers and uncovers som

e disturbing secrets about his past.

T
his suspenseful book is both m

ysterious and exciting. N
ancy W

erlin takes her readers
on a w

ild ride w
ith Eli as he struggles to gain an understanding of the secrets in his

ow
n past that m

ay be his only hope in the future.
T

his gripping novel explores som
e

serious them
es such as m

orality and the ethics of genetic engineering. It is also a story
of the ties of love and loyalty that bond a father and son.

Sarah B
riggs

Elgin, IL
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H
ere Today by A

nn M
. M

artin
C

om
ing of A

ge/H
istorical Fiction/R

ealistic Fiction
Scholastic Press, 2004, 308 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 0-439-57944-9

In H
ere Today, A

nn M
. M

artin addresses the problem
s of social ostracism

, broken fam
i-

lies, and one girl’s struggle to define w
ho she is. Eleanor R

oosevelt D
ingm

an is a sixth-
grade girl living in the sm

all tow
n of Spectacle, N

ew
 York. She practices the art of

cam
ouflage to escape the cruel taunts of the Sparrow

s,
the popular clique of girls at

school. H
er m

other, D
oris D

ay D
ingm

an, is the prettiest w
om

an in all of Spectacle, the
star of local plays, and the B

osetti B
eauty.

Everything begins to change w
hen John F. K

ennedy is assassinated. D
oris decides that

life is too short and leaves for N
ew

 York C
ity to pursue her dream

 of acting on B
road-

w
ay.

Ellie is left to care for her brother and sister, all the w
hile struggling to discover

w
ho she is and w

hy her m
other could leave her behind.

H
ere Today

is an engrossing story about the strength inside of us all. T
his book w

ould
be appropriate for sixth- to eighth-graders and for anyone student w

ho is struggling
w

ith divorce.
K

arolinde Young
M

anhattan, K
S

H
ow

 M
y P

rivate, P
ersonal Journal B

ecam
e a B

estseller
Self-im

age
by Julia D

eV
illers

D
utton C

hildren’s B
ooks, 2004, 212 pp., $15.99

ISB
N

: 0-525-47283-5

Jam
ie B

artlett is a fourteen-year-old freshm
an at W

hittaker H
igh School w

ho w
ishes

she w
as popular. Jam

ie alw
ays has problem

s w
ith the “I think I am

 so m
uch better than

you” girls. Lacking courage to stand up for herself, Jam
ie journals about a girl nam

ed
IS, w

ho is everything Jam
ie is not. IS has self-confidence, high self-esteem

, courage,
and strength that can overpow

er the “Evil C
lique of Populars” w

ith the flick of her
w

rist. A
ccidentally, one of Jam

ie’s journal entries is turned in as an assignm
ent, and

suddenly she becom
es a best-selling author. She is now

 getting T
V, radio, and new

spa-
per interview

s. T
hrough all this fam

e, Jam
ie becom

es popular at school; how
ever,

she
gets so caught up in her fam

e that she neglects her true friends.

Julia D
eV

illers reaches the hearts of young girls in this “chick” book that encourages
them

 to be them
selves. H

er story sheds light on the realities teen girls face and offers
hope. T

his one w
ill keep the girls reading!

Sam
antha Sojka

Elgin, IL

I W
alk in D

read: The D
iary of D

eliverance Trem
bley,

W
itness to the Salem

 W
itch T rials

H
istorical Fiction

 by Lisa R
ow

e Fraustino
Scholastic, 2004, 203 pp., $10.95

ISB
N

: 0-439-24973-2

Fans of the D
ear A

m
erica

series are sure to enjoy this novel of the afflictions, accusa-
tions, and fear that gripped the M

assachusetts B
ay C

olony in the 1690s.

T
he novel reads as the diary of a tw

elve-year-old Puritan girl w
ho lives w

ith her uncle
and her sister on a farm

 outside Salem
, M

ass. T
heir guardian leaves to find w

ork at sea,
and the sisters m

ust keep up the farm
. W

hen a blizzard forces a businessm
an and his

son to seek refuge on their farm
, the m

en eventually w
eave their w

ay into the girls’
lives, adding a slightly rom

antic subplot. M
eanw

hile, the girls find them
selves in the

m
idst of a hysteria overtaking the tow

n. W
hen other girls began accusing citizens of

practicing w
itchcraft, the com

m
unity m

ust confront the idea that som
e citizens alleg-

edly signed a pact w
ith the D

evil and are inflicting harm
 throughout the village.

T
he author dem

onstrates how
 it is easy to let fear dictate action and em

otion rule logic
and leads the reader to realize that taking a stand for truth is not alw

ays an easy task,
but m

ost certainly a necessary one to prom
ote justice.

Em
ily Pauly

St. G
eorge, K

S

ID
IO

T!
by C

olin N
eenan

R
om

ance/H
um

or
B

row
n B

arn B
ooks, 2004, 152 pp., $12.95

ISB
N

: 0-9746481-1-6

Jim
 is sixteen and can talk to his best friend, Z

anny,
about anything until he realizes

(during tryouts for A
 M

idsum
m

er N
ight’s D

ream
) he’s m

adly in love w
ith her. H

e
em

ails her as “John K
urtz,” sharing his feelings, only she’s convinced “John” is Jim

’s
tw

in brother Jake (reknow
n for his hippie hair and clothes, drinking and drug-induced

state). A
t the cast party, Jim

 gets drunk for the first tim
e, planning to unburden him

self
to Z

anny, but w
hen he’s told she is w

ith Jake, he hooks up w
ith Jake’s girlfriend.

Full of passion, regret, and hum
or, ID

IO
T

!
conveys the uncertainties of rom

ance in the
lives of youth and their parents. T

he fram
ew

ork of the story (that this is Jim
’s unsanitized

account of w
hat caused him

 to end up drunk in a tree, eating his ow
n w

ords—
literally,

his em
ails to Z

anny—
and have his picture plastered on the front of new

spapers across
the country) adds to its cleverness and the am

biguity of Jim
 and Z

anny’s relationship.
T

he cover art is a cartoon and too juvenile for the content, but librarians w
ho can sell

the story inside w
ill find a receptive audience w

ith guys and girls alike.M
elissa M

oore
Jackson, T

N
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Clip &

 File
A B

ook Review
s

N
am

es W
ill N

ever H
urt M

e  by Jaim
e A

doff
B

ullying/Suspense
D

utton C
hildren’s B

ooks, 2004, 186 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 0-525-47175-8

A
lm

ost a year ago, a student w
as violently m

urdered on R
ockville H

igh grounds. W
ith

suspense hanging in the air, four students battle their w
ay through high school.

K
urt tries his best to get through a day of school w

ithout turning into a hum
an punching

bag, or w
orse, having to sw

allow
 som

eone else’s spit at the bottom
 of the drinking fountain.

T
isha, w

ho deals w
ith bullies herself, w

ants people to accept her for w
ho she really is, but

w
ho is that really?

Floater is transform
ed (by the principal) from

 being picked on into som
ething even w

orse: a
pow

er-hungry kid w
ho looks to rule the school.

Ryan, the star quarterback, is the king of the school. W
hen the four of them

 collide, Ryan’s
dark secret com

es out of hiding.

Jaim
e A

doff brings to life a brutal story of the realities of high school via four intriguing
m

ain characters w
ho cem

ent the reader to the story. A
doff does an excellent job of describ-

ing events in a w
ay that ensures the reader w

ill enjoy it.
B

arbara W
ilson

Elgin, IL

O
ne of Those H

ideous B
ooks W

here the M
other D

ies
D

eath/C
hange

by Sonya Sones
Sim

on and Schuster B
ooks, 2004, 268 pp., $15.95

ISB
N

: 0-689-85820-5

R
uby

M
illiken shines as a saga unfolds from

 the m
ind of a teenager in this fast-paced

novel of vibrant em
otions and high dram

a. R
uby is a fifteen-year-old w

ho has just lost
her m

other, hom
e, and reason for living. She m

oves across the country to live w
ith her

m
ovie star father leaving behind her boyfriend, R

ay, and best friend, Lizzie.

A
 look into the m

ind of R
uby is like boarding a jolting roller coaster as she thrives on

im
pulsive decisions and peaks of em

otion. A
t one m

om
ent, she w

ill be fired up about
how

 she thinks this “loose” girl nam
ed A

m
ber is trying to steal R

ay; another m
om

ent
she’ll be w

riting an e-m
ail to her dead m

other.

Sones w
rites w

ith a poetic, plot-driven style m
agically connecting each new

 character
to the next event. H

aving experienced the culture shock of H
ollyw

ood herself, Sones
equates som

e of her experience through R
uby, causing the first-person narrative to

com
e alive in a natural w

ay. Young readers w
ill be draw

n to the journalistic feel, poetic
set-up, and page-long chapters.

M
ary M

cC
oy

Elgin, IL

The O
range Trees of Versailles by A

nnie Pietri,
H

istorical Fiction
translated from

 the French by C
atherine Tem

erson
D

elacorte Press, 2004, 137 pp., $15.95
ISB

N
: 0385731035

Fourteen-year-old M
arion is uniquely suited to her w

ork as the servant of Louis X
IV

’s
favorite m

istress, the M
arquise de M

ontespan. T
he loss of her m

other affected M
arion’s

ability to sleep for m
ore than one or tw

o hours at a tim
e, m

aking her an ideal “busy
girl” for the m

arquise, w
ho dem

ands a servant’s presence to guard her through the
night.

D
uring her vigils, M

arion crafts exquisite fragrance blends for the m
arquise. B

ut after
the m

arquise gives credit for the perfum
es to another, M

arion begins to understand her
true character. W

hen the king and queen com
e to Versailles to celebrate a victory,

M
arion m

ust use her gift w
ith scents to help prevent the m

arquise’s plot to secure a
higher place at court and in the king’s heart.

R
eaders m

ight be confused as to how
 a girl of M

arion’s station learned to read and
w

rite and w
hy she sleeps so little, but Pietri eventually ties up these questions. T

his
story is a satisfying read for those interested in life during the tim

e of the Sun K
ing.

SarahEllen M
orrow

Tem
pe, A

Z

P
epperland by M

ark D
elaney

Interpersonal R
elationships/M

others and
D

aughters/D
eath and D

ying
Peachtree Press, 2004, 184 pp., $14.95

ISB
N

: 156145317X

Star is a not-so-typical 16-year-old in the 1980s—
she is dealing w

ith the grief that
com

es w
ith losing her m

other, her best friend D
ooley’s m

ood sw
ings/search for iden-

tity, her ow
n search for her place in the w

orld, and attending therapy sessions.

W
hen m

usician Star com
es across her m

other’s old guitar in the attic, as w
ell as a letter

her m
other w

rote to John Lennon stuck in an old yearbook, she senses that som
ething

is about to happen in her life—
 she w

an
ts som

ething to happen. D
elaney takes us on a

tender and touching journey of a young girl com
ing to grips w

ith life—
and finds the

courage to step up and take it by the (guitar) neck.

I recom
m

end this highly for older m
iddle school and high school students. T

he trip
back w

as great for m
e, too!

N
ancy M

cFarlin
W

am
ego, K

S
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Starfall: P
haeton and the C

hariot of the Sun by M
ichael C

adnum
M

ythology
O

rchard B
ooks, 2 004, 120 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 0-439-54533-1

A
fter chaffing under the jibes of a young m

an in his village, Phaeton confronts his
m

other, C
lym

ene, about his parentage. C
lym

ene confirm
s her tryst w

ith the sun god
Phoebus A

pollo, and she urges Phaeton to seek his father. Leaving hom
e, Phaeton

travels to the far reaches of the w
orld before finding his father, A

pollo.

To
prove his devotion to Phaeton, A

pollo prom
ises his son anything he desires. U

nfor-
tunately, Phaeton asks to drive the chariot of the Sun. R

egretting his rash prom
ise,

A
pollo allow

s his son to drive the chariot. U
nable to control the horses, disaster soon

follow
s. H

avoc is w
recked upon the earth, and Phaeton is killed. T

his classic tale is a
m

ost readable story. T
his is the first in a trilogy of retellings from

 O
vid.

Joy Frerichs
C

hatsw
orth, G

A

U
SS C

onstellation: P
ride

of the A
m

erican N
avy

N
on-Fiction/A

m
erican H

istory/N
aval

by W
alter D

ean M
yers

H
oliday H

ouse, 2004, 85 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-83243-1816-2

B
eginning w

ith the privateers w
hich harassed B

ritish ships and allow
ed colonists to

sell products at a fair price on the w
orld m

arket, M
yers tells the story of the first

C
on

stellation
,a w

ooden frigate in the fledgling A
m

erican N
avy. T

his ship fought in the
W

ar of 1812. Later, after 1857, the second C
on

stellation
,

built w
ith m

aterials from
 the

original, intercepted the slave trade and took part in the C
ivil W

ar.

T
he U

.S. N
avy, perhaps because of m

iserable living conditions and long absences from
hom

e, allow
ed black seam

en to take a proud place in A
m

erican naval tradition. W
ith

the advent of steam
 pow

er and iron hulls, w
ooden ships becam

e obsolete; neverthe-
less, this ship lives on as a m

useum
.

T
he book, full of details of life at sea, details of sea battle, authentic photographs, and

the origins of such idiom
s as “show

ing the flag,” “know
ing the ropes,” and “loose

cannon,” w
ill catch the im

agination of young people about a little-know
n part of A

m
eri-

can history.
M

yrna D
ee M

arler
Laie, H

I

Vegan Virgin Valentine by C
arolyn M

ackler
C

om
ing of A

ge/Identity
C

andlew
ick Press, 2004, 228 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 0-7636-2155-2

M
ara Valentine has it together; she is a straight-A

 senior, a vegan, and a perfectionist.
She is in a duel-to-the-final-G

PA
 race w

ith her ex-boyfriend for the coveted valedicto-
rian spot, has been accepted at Yale, and is ready to leave hom

e and high school in
glory.

“T
he first thing V

 did upon arriving in B
rockport w

as fool around w
ith m

y ex-boy-
friend,” a reference to V

ivienne Vail Valentine, M
ara’s niece through an estranged older

sister, w
ho com

es to spend a sem
ester of her junior year w

ith the fam
ily.

T
hat first tantalizing line in the novel spells the end of M

ara’s rigid control of her life as
she narrates her ow

n tale of learning m
ore than school offers and grow

ing up in w
ays

she never im
agined. V

 has spent her life w
ithout supervision; her flirting, flaunting,

and flippant attitude drive M
ara batty. A

 potential new
 rom

ance w
ith her hunky boss

and doubts about her vegetarianism
 add to the chaos in a breezy, hum

orous, and
revealing novel, as M

ara finally gets a clue and com
es to grips w

ith the real w
orld.

Judith H
ayn

C
hicago, IL

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

, sen
d a copy

of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et


