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Iain Law

rence
18th C

entury English Social H
istory/

Prison C
onditions/Seafaring

D
elacorte Press, 2005, 200 pp., $17.99

ISB
N

: 0-385-90109-7

M
eet C

harles D
ickens for the M

T
V

 generation. T
he story starts w

ith a six-year-old girl
falling from

 a bridge over the T
ham

es to her death, the m
other’s resulting m

adness, the
father’s bankruptcy and incarceration in debtor’s prison, and goes from

 there to re-
count the adventures of 14-year-old Tom

 T
in, w

hich include finding a diam
ond, losing

it in the m
uck, a trial for m

urder, im
prisonm

ent on a slave
ship and an adventure at

sea. A
 final D

ickensian touch is the am
azing coincidence of Tom

’s being m
istaken for a

previously unknow
n evil tw

in. Shorn of D
ickens’ verbiage, but filled w

ith details of the
filthy streets of London, the desperation of its poorer inhabitants, and evil conditions of
prison life, this book should keep boys reading w

hile teaching them
 how

 lucky they are
to live in the 21st century. Judging from

 its abrupt conclusion, this book is the first in a
series about Tom

 T
in and m

ay end up w
ith as panoram

ic a scope as D
avid C

opperfield.
M

yrna D
ee M

arler
Laie, H

I

T
h
e C

ry of th
e Icem

ark
by Stuart H

ill
Fantasy

C
hicken H

ouse, 2005, 472 pp., $18.95
ISB

N
: 0439686261

Stuart H
ill’s debut novel is a thrilling fantasy epic that w

ill be readily devoured by fans
of the genre. H

is hero is 14-year-old T
hirrin Freer Strong-in-the-A

rm
 Lindenshield w

ho
“carried her nam

es w
ith ease.” T

hirrin is the w
arrior-princess of Icem

ark, a N
orse-

styled realm
 invaded by the unbeaten arm

y of G
en. B

ellorum
. T

he novel focuses on
T

hirrin’s quest to build an alliance of people and fantasy creatures before B
ellorum

’s
arm

y arrives.

H
ill builds a fascinating social conflict betw

een T
hirrin’s and B

ellorum
’s w

orlds. A
m

ong
the arm

ies in T
hirrin’s alliance are the H

ypolitan, a w
arrior society led by w

om
en and

w
hose people are often nam

ed after fam
ous characters in G

reek literature. T
hirrin’s

alliance includes fantasy creatures such as w
itches and w

arlocks, vam
pires, ghosts,

and zom
bies.

H
ill’s w

riting style is flow
ing and w

ill be quickly picked up by younger readers. T
he

only m
inor com

plaint is that events go so w
ell for T

hirrin that it is hard to see a real
conflict for her. N

evertheless, his w
onderful characters and engaging w

riting leave
the

reader desperately w
aiting for m

ore adventures about T
hirrin and her friends.

John R
itchie

M
anhattan, K

S

T
h
e D

ark H
ills D

ivide by Patrick C
arm

an
Fantasy

O
rchard B

ooks, 2005, 251 pp., $11.95
ISB

N
: 0-439-70093-0

Patrick C
arm

an’s
T

he D
ark H

ills D
ivide

is B
ook 1 in a series of fantasy books from

 T
he

Land of Elyon collection.

W
hile the book gets off to som

ew
hat of a slow

 start, the reader soon becom
es involved

in the m
ystery surrounding the w

alls of B
ridew

ell and the heroic young lady, A
lexa,

w
ho w

ill one day assum
e her place as one of the co-rulers of the kingdom

.

Led by her new
 friend Y

ipes, A
lexa travels territory unknow

n even to adults, bravely
facing dangers in order to save the kingdom

.
K

aren Ford
H

olton, K
S

D
ead on

 Tow
n
 Lin

e by Leslie C
onnor

Poetry/D
eath

D
ial B

ooks (Penguin G
roup), 2005, 131 pp., $15.99

ISB
N

: 0-8037-3021-7

In the spirit of To
K

ill a M
ockin

gbird, C
assie D

evlin, w
riter of m

usic, loyal friend, and
school leader, has been taught to try to w

alk around in other people’s shoes. W
ith this

in m
ind and upon classm

ate G
ail Sherm

an’s request for friendship, C
assie invites her

to join C
om

poser’s W
orkshop, a group of dedicated m

usicians w
ho w

ork on their com
-

positions together at school. For C
assie, this friendship leads to her body buried near

the tow
n line.

Told in poetic free verse by the ghost of C
assie, the story details her struggle to accept

her new
 existence and her efforts to help her lo ved ones locate her body. A

long the
w

ay,C
assie m

eets another forgotten soul w
ho learns, along w

ith the reader, how
 C

assie
ended up “dead on tow

n line.”

A
n interesting m

ixture of hope and despair, this tiny novel takes a thought-provoking
look at jealousy, violence, and life after death.

R
obyn Seglem

O
lathe, K

S
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T
h
e Lace D

ow
ry by A

ndrea C
heng

H
istorical Fiction/Fam

ily
Front Street/B

oyds M
ills Press, 2005,

Problem
s/Friendship

120 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 1-932425-20-9

Living in 1933 B
udapest, tw

elve-year-old Juli dream
s of exciting careers w

hile her m
other

schedules dance lessons and com
m

issions an exquisite lace tablecloth for her eventual
dow

ry. C
ontem

porary Juli is unenthused w
ith m

arriage, dancing, and lace, causing addi-
tional discord betw

een m
other and daughter. W

hile view
ing the tablecloth, Juli befriends

the tatter’s daughter, R
oza, w

ho also differs w
ith her m

other, and w
itnesses their fam

ily’s
hardships.

W
hen the lace m

aker’s eyes fail, the tablecloth’s progress stalls, and Juli’s m
other sadly

abandons the project. She confides she w
as once a poor peasant ordered to m

arry a dis-
agreeable m

an, but instead stole fam
ily m

oney and escaped to B
udapest. T

he dow
ry w

as
m

eant to protect Juli from
 a sim

ilar fate.

N
ow

 contrite and determ
ined to com

plete the tablecloth, Juli can accom
plish this only by

sim
ultaneously im

itating and defying her m
other regarding fam

ily m
oney.W

hen the lovely
tablecloth is finished, it creates lasting bonds am

ong the w
om

en and girls in this sim
ple but

engrossing story.
Lisa A

. H
azlett

Verm
illion, SD

T
h
e M

an
n
y by Sarah L. T

hom
pson

Love/D
ealing W

ith Parents
D

utton C
hildren’s B

ooks, 2005, 181 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
: 0-525-47413-7

T
he M

an
n

y, by Sarah L. T
hom

pson, is told from
 the perspective of 16-year-old Justin

B
lackw

ell, w
hose sarcasm

 and w
it really m

ake this book stand out from
 others and lots

of fun to read.

Justin is hired by a w
ealthy couple to w

ork as a nanny for their four-year-old son,
A

spen, one sum
m

er in the H
am

ptons. D
uring the sum

m
er, Justin faces the typical

teenage issues of how
 to ask a girl out, how

 to deal w
ith the girl’s hostile ex-boyfriend,

and how
 to respond to adult injustices. T

hings don’t alw
ays go sm

oothly for Justin, but
he survives pretty w

ell.
K

aren Ford
H

olton, K
S

M
axim

u
m

 R
ide—

T
h
e A

n
gel E

xperim
en

t by Jam
es Patterson

A
dventure

Little, B
row

n and C
o., 2005, 423 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 031615556X

Jam
es Patterson, w

ho usually w
rites intense crim

e novels for adults, slips in his at-
tem

pt to w
rite an action-adventure series for kids. T

his first novel introduces readers to
M

ax, w
ho leads a group of young kids w

ho have
had tw

o percent of their D
N

A
 altered

by
evil scientists. T

his alteration gives the group w
ings. It also gives them

 each their
ow

n unique special pow
er. M

ax and her “fam
ily” are hunted by the evil scientists and

another group of genetically-altered kids w
ho are like w

erew
olves. T

he prem
ise sounds

exciting, but the story itself is filled w
ith every possible com

ic book/Saturday m
orning

cartoon cliché.

Patterson’s ow
n w

riting style seem
s uneasy.M

ax is typically our narrator, but Patterson
occasionally slips out of the first-person voice to get the audience caught up on other
events. W

hen she speaks, M
ax sounds horribly fake and uses phrases like “son of a

gun.” D
espite Patterson’s attention to contem

porary issues like anim
al testing and ge-

netic engineering, his 133 chapters of action w
ithout substance w

ill leave
readers m

ore
sick than satisfied by this ride.

John R
itchie

M
anhattan, K

S

A
 M

aze M
e: Poem

s for G
irls

by N
aom

i Shihab N
ye

Poetry/Young W
om

anhood
G

reenw
illow

 B
ooks, 2005, 124 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 0-06-058190

N
ye reports that she kept a journal during her ‘tw

een years, m
aybe w

riting only three
lines a day. T

hose jottings rem
ind her now

 of w
hat she observed and felt during those

years w
hen her body insisted on grow

ing up w
hile she clung to childhood. T

hese 72
poem

s grow
 out of those long ago observations, rem

inding her and her readers to
notice everything, to think about everything, to w

onder about the w
orld and how

 to
establish peace around you and in you. T

hese poem
s are full of daily w

onders: silver
spider trails, glum

 M
ondays, the heart of a pum

pkin the day after H
allow

een, the little
chair in kindergarten w

here her body no longer fits. If girls could be encouraged to put
dow

n the cell phones and the Ipods and look aw
ay from

 television and m
ovie screens

and see the sky, the grass, the lives around them
 w

ith sim
ilar w

onder and respect, as
both girls and w

om
en they w

ould shape a better w
orld. T

his sm
all book is a good place

to start.
M

yrna D
ee M

arler
Laie, H

I
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Clip &
 File YA B

ook Review
s

P
rom

 by Laurie H
alse A

nderson
R

elationships/Fam
ily

V
iking Press, 2005, 225 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 0-670-05974-9

A
shley H

annigan, an 18-year-old senior, has no interest in school or school-related
activities until prom

 is canceled. A
shley’s long-term

 plan has been to get through high
school, have a boyfriend, m

ove out of her parents’ house, and get a job. A
ll of these she

plans to do w
ith m

inim
al effort. A

m
ong other things, her grades are abysm

al, her
boyfriend’s a dropout, and her w

aitress job involves w
earing a rat costum

e.

W
ith the urging of her best friend, she becom

es involved in saving the prom
. A

fter
being given som

e decision-m
aking pow

er and responsibility for the prom
, A

shley dis-
covers that school is actually not so bad. She w

ants to go to the prom
! B

eing perm
itted

to attend is another m
atter.

Students w
ill enjoy the first-person account and the short chapters.

T
he hum

orous
antics of quirky characters add to the fun. T

he story’s resolution is satisfying as A
shley

is not w
illing to settle for a life w

ith few
 possibilities. She is going to try the local

com
m

unity college. O
ne know

s she w
ill m

ake it.
Joy Frerichs

C
hatsw

orth, G
A

R
an

ger’s A
ppren

tice by John Flanagan
Fantasy

Philom
el B

ooks, 2005, 249 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
: 0399244549

Ran
ger’s A

ppren
tice

is the first book in a trilogy follow
ing six orphans. T

he first book
focuses on W

ill, the reluctant R
anger’s A

pprentice. W
ill, orphaned from

 birth, has
convinced him

self he is the son of a brave w
arrior and w

ould m
uch rather be appren-

ticed into battle school. H
is slight size m

akes him
 a poor candidate for that particular

school, but his quick thinking, honesty, and castle-scaling abilities m
ake him

 a perfect
candidate to be H

alt’s hardw
orking apprentice.

D
anger is quickly approaching the kingdom

, as Lord M
orgarath is plotting to overtake

the land, and W
ill m

ust put his skills to use to help H
alt save

the kingdom
. In the end

W
ill is faced w

ith a life-altering choice and the key
to unlock his parentage. Ran

ger’s
A

ppren
tice

is a w
onderful read for low

er m
iddle school students into fantasy like Lord

of the R
in

gs.T
his book focuses on friendship, honesty, and other values, w

ithout being
“preachy.” W

hile I am
 not usually into fantasy,one of m

y students recom
m

ended it to
m

e, and I could hardly put it dow
n.

K
im

 O
senga

M
anhattan, K

S

Scrib by D
avid Ives

H
um

or/W
estern/M

ystery
H

arperC
ollins, 2 005, 208 pp., $15.99

ISB
N

: 0-06-059841-7

Scrib
is the first-person account of W

illiam
 Stanley C

hristm
as w

ho, at the age of thir-
teen, runs aw

ay from
 hom

e and begins his life as a scribe. Traveling all over the W
est,

Scrib (W
illiam

) m
akes his living w

riting letters for those w
ho are illiterate. T

he intrigue
begins in chapter one w

hen he discovers
that he is being follow

ed by a m
ysterious

stranger w
ho w

ants him
 dead. C

hapter titles such as “A
ttack at the Triple X

 R
anch” and

“I W
rite a Letter and am

 M
urdered” provide the reader w

ith quick, interesting sum
m

a-
ries of the action that w

ill take place.

Scrib
w

ould be an excellent book to be read to students. A
s m

any w
ords are phoneti-

cally spelled (“m
azew

ell have a thoro look”), they sound authentic read aloud; they
could create confusion for individuals reading silently.

Lisa Scherff
K

noxville, T
N

T
h
e Sisters G

rim
m

: T
h
e Fairy-Tale D

etectives by M
ichael B

uckle
airy Tale

y
F

A
m

ulet B
ooks, im

print of A
bram

s, 2005, 304 pp., $14.95
ISB

N
: 0-8109-5167-9

A
t

alm
ost tw

elve, Sabrina is a savvy survivor. From
 the day her parents disappeared,

she and her younger sister D
aphne have

been shuffled from
 one horrible foster hom

e
to another. W

hen the book opens, she and D
aphne have

been sent to Ferryport Landing
to a w

om
an w

ho claim
s to be their grandm

other. U
nfortunately, G

ranny R
elda is a

genuine nut case. H
ow

ever, Sabrina’s doubts are dispelled w
hen she sees the giant for

herself and m
eets a host of fairy tale creatures, from

 Prince C
harm

ing to the B
ig B

ad
W

olf. W
hen G

ranny is captured by the giant, Sabrina and D
aphne m

ust discover w
ho

has let the giant loose and rescue their grandm
other. T

hen Sabrina learns that the
Everafters (as the fairytale creatures prefer to be called) can’t leave Ferryport Landing
until she and her sister are dead!

In this m
odern-day fairytale, B

uckley has succeeded in creating a sym
pathetic heroine

w
ith a realistic voice plopped dow

n in a fantastic setting. M
ost lovers

of fantasy fiction
w

ill enjoy this book. It m
ay even delight girls w

ho enjoy realistic fiction because of
Sabrina’s plucky personality.

V
irginia B

eesley
Q

uinter, K
S
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W
estm

in
ster A

bby by M
icol O

stow
C

om
ing of A

ge/R
elationships

Penguin G
roup, 2005, 168 pp., $6.99

ISB
N

: 0-14-240413-6

A
bby C

apshaw
’s application to the Students A

cross the Seven Seas Study A
broad Pro-

gram
 has been accepted. She has m

ixed em
otions as she heads to London. She sees

herself as vanilla ice cream
; sw

eet, plain, and not very exciting. N
ever one to be a risk

taker, this trip is stretching her lim
its. T

his m
ay be the perfect opportunity to assert her

independence from
 her over-controlling parents, escape a disastrous break-up w

ith her
boyfriend, and becom

e one big hot fudge sundae!

U
pon arriving in London, A

bby determ
ines to do things she w

ouldn’t ordinarily do.
She introduces herself to a green-haired girl. She com

m
its lies of om

ission to avoid
conflicts w

ith her parents. A
nd she ventures into a new

 relationship, even though she’s
not looking for one.

I enjoyed w
atching the relationships unfold in this book. M

iddle and high school girls
w

ill relate to the issues of friendship and dating. R
eaders w

ill enjoy realistic characters
interacting w

ith peers in a foreign country. T
his is the first book in a series that focuses

on adventures of teen-age girls studying abroad.
V

icki Sherbert
W

akefield, K
S

W
righ

t &
 W

on
g 1: T

h
e C

ase of
M

ystery/Friendship/A
sperger’s Syndrom

e
th

e P
ran

k
th

at Stan
k by Laura J.

B
urns and M

elinda M
etz

R
azorbill, Penguin G

roup, 2005, 182 pp., $5.99
ISB

N
: 1-59514-014-X

O
rville W

right and A
gatha W

ong have been friends since second grade. T
hey are not

social outcasts, but they aren’t exactly popular, either. A
gatha is honored, and O

rville,
diagnosed w

ith A
sperger’s Syndrom

e, is am
bivalent w

hen the student body president
and the captain of the junior high football team

 ask them
 to join the com

m
ittee to plan

the yearly prank for the big gam
e w

ith the rival Sharks. W
hat prom

ises to be an out-
standingly successful prank turns to disaster w

hen their opponent’s clubhouse catches
fire, and the football field itself soon goes up in flam

es. O
rville is positive their prank

couldn’t have caused the fire, but all signs seem
 to point to them

. A
bandoned by their

ow
n student body, the pair set out to prove their innocence.

T
his w

as a fun, fast read. O
rville’s A

sperger’s Syndrom
e is introduced to readers, and

A
gatha’s loyalty to him

 takes precedence over her desire to gain popularity. M
iddle

school students w
ill relate to believable characters and social groups that can change

daily.
V

icki Sherbert
W

akefield, K
S

T
h
e X

an
adu

 A
dven

tu
re Starrin

g Vesper H
olly

G
irls’ A

dventure Q
uest

by Lloyd A
lexander

D
utton’s C

hildren’s B
ooks, 2005, 145 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

 0-525-47371-8

Lloyd A
lexander, w

ell know
n for his m

ore adult fantasy novels, is w
ith this book clos-

ing out the Vesper H
olly series, one created to fill the em

pty spaces w
here sm

art,
spunky, adventurous heroines ought to be. Vesper has been called on several tim

es in
past novels to save the w

orld in exotic places, and this narrative set in X
anadu, is no

exception. Vesper has her final show
dow

n w
ith the evil D

r. H
elvitius, accom

panied as
alw

ays by her biographer, the prissy Professor B
rinton G

arrett and his beloved w
ife

M
ary, and a new

er character, “the W
eed,” or Tobias W

ister Passavant. Vesper is com
ely

and w
ealthy. T

he W
eed is gangly and aw

kw
ard but of a scientific bent. A

fter all the
villains are [finally] conquered, Vesper and Tobias m

arry and produce a child, thus
apparently putting an end to her need to travel. W

itty prose and sly jokes at D
r. B

rinton
G

arrett’s expense m
ake this a lively read. Fans of this series w

ill grow
up to read and

enjoy Elizabeth Peters.
M

yrna D
ee M

arler
Laie, H

I

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et


