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Historical Fiction/Immigration
ISBN: 0-938317-94-6

Double Crossing: A Jewish Immigration
Story for Young Adults by Eve Tal

Cinco Punto Press, 2005, 261pp., $16.95

It’s 1905 in the rural Russian countryside, and Raizel Balaban loves helping her mother
with her younger siblings and telling stories. The last thing she wants to do is go with
her father to America. But the threat of pogroms and conscription into the Czar’s army
force her and her father Benjamin to undertake an arduous, risky journey across Eu-
rope and the Atlantic. They survive seasickness, near drowning, and hunger (as ortho-
dox Jews, they will only eat kosher food) only to be turned away at Ellis Island because
of Benjamin’s poor health. Exceptionally and powerfully told, this story is historical
fiction at its finest, treating important (though often neglected) issues of immigration
and belonging, pride and faith.
Melissa Moore
Jackson, TN

The Dragon Throne by Michael Cadnum Historical Fiction

Viking, 2005, 212 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 0-670-03631-5

The Dragon Throne is the final book in Cadnum’s trilogy that takes its readers back to
the Middle Ages and the turbulent era of the Crusades. This novel follows two squires,
Edmund and Hubert, who rise to knighthood and are immediately thrust into perils
accompanying their new titles. The pair of new knights, along with two seasoned knights,
are ordered to escort a young lady of the Queen’s court on a pilgrimage to Rome. Along
the way, the story focuses on young Sir Edmund as he encounters danger in many
forms and wrestles with the clash of morals being a man of war presents.

Cadnum’s novel takes an interesting perspective as it reveals the important role religion

played in the daily lives of the people and juxtaposes it with the cruelty of life in a war-

torn age. The Dragon Throne is full of historical detail that will delight those with

interest in the Middle Ages, but contains advanced vocabulary that may frustrate some
readers.

Emily Pauly

Hewitt, TX

Dread Locks by Neal Shusterman

Coming of Age/Friendship

Penguin Putnam, 2005, 176 pp., $15.99 ISBN: 0-525-47554-0

A modern day telling of the medusa myth, this fantasy thriller is sure to engage readers
and leave them with an unfamiliar, unforeseen ending.

As the protagonist Parker Baer dredges through upper class suburban life, he meets a
mysterious new neighbor—Tara—in his bedroom, uninvited, one afternoon. The two
become fast friends, but something doesn’t add up for Parker. Several people who have
come in contact with Tara seem to be dying as noted by their pale, almost gray, com-
plexions and physical rigidity. Parker begins a detective style search for the truth but is
he too late?

Readers from seventh grade and up will happily read this page-turning book and make
connections to the medusa myth and common fairytales.

Chris Goering

Manhattan, KS

Far Traveler by Rebecca Tingle

Self-discovery/Exploration/Historical Fiction

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2005, 228 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 0-399-23890-5

Zlfwyn’s story is an educational and captivating foray into tenth-century Britain in the
time of the West Saxon ruler, and Wyn’s uncle, King Edward. When Zlfwyn’s mother
dies, the Mercian territory under her rule by King Edward refuses to relinquish all
loyalty unto the King, and Wyn is thrown into politics though having always been more
comfortable with books and poetry. When Wyn is faced with her uncle’s ultimatum of
either marrying one of his allies or becoming a nun, she takes the first risk of her
sheltered life, fleeing under the guise of a boy. With her new identity as a traveling
storyteller, she finds inner-courage using the Old English poetry she has loved all her
life; Far Traveler includes literary references to such Old English works as Beowulf as
sources for Wyn’s self-discovery. King Wilfrid wants Wyn’s help in a plot against her
uncle; her budding courage must sustain her in a decision between what her heart
wants and what her royal upbringing demands.
Katherine Harder
Manhattan, KS
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The Hunter’s Moon by O.R. Melling Friendships/Love/Discovery

Amulet Books, 2005, 284 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 0-8109-5857-0

This comical yet touching fantasy adventure will keep the reader engaged. The main
character, Gwen, is always obsessed with food, which provides comic relief. Findabhair,
Gwen’s cousin, acts as a foil for Gwen, adding further humor. The relationship be-
tween the two cousins is heartfelt, especially the lengths Gwen goes to in trying to save
Findabhair. Against the backdrop of Irish folktales and culture the adventure is played
out. The characters undergo a transformation as they fight against the evil forces of the
isle. Every Hunter’s Moon a sacrifice is required of the mortals by this evil force. The
fairies must offer up this sacrifice, until the heroines come along. Female readers will
appreciate the fact that this book has a heroine who is fully human yet strong and
adventurous. Hopefully a new addition to this series will be soon forthcoming, as the
author is quite talented in her descriptive skills.
Kenan Metzger
Muncie, IN

An Innocent Soldier by Josef Holub; Courage/Adventure/Historical Fiction

translated by Michael Hofmann ISBN: 0-439-62771-0

Arthur A.Levine Books, 2005, 240 pp., $16.99

An Innocent Soldier tells the story of an unusual friendship between an aristocrat and
a peasant in Napoleonic Europe. Forced to enlist under his master’s son’s name in
Napoleon’s Grande Armée, Adam Feuchter is instantly terrorized by the horrors of war
and is desperate to escape until he witnesses the consequences of desertion. Adam’s lot
takes a turn for the better, however, when a young lieutenant requisitions him as his
personal servant, and the surprising friendship that grows between them is ultimately
what gets them through the terrible war alive. Adam’s gratitude to Konrad Klara for
taking him under his wing results in a great bond of loyalty, and his fear and insecurity
evolve into great bravery and courage as the two of them fight to survive the Russian
campaign. The war that introduces Adam to so many terrible things also rewards him
with true friendship and the possibility of a happier life afterward.
Katherine Harder
Manhattan, KS

The Last Domino by Adam Meyer Adolescent Violence/Isolation

G.P. Putnam’s Sons, 2005, 229 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 0-399-24332-1

The school shootings that have made recent headlines have left many wondering what
pushes these students to resort to such violent measures. Meyer’s novel is an examina-
tion of the events that compound and eventually cause its main character, Travis Ellroy,
to break and seek final revenge from those who have been nudging him closer to the
edge for too long.

Living in a family broken after his brother commits suicide, Travis searches for a place
to feel significant and finally realizes a sense of worth through a friendship with Daniel—
a new student at his high school. Unfortunately, this sense of worth and friendship
urge Travis to make those who have hurt him pay, revealing truths about both boys and
their friendship in the process.

This dark, yet gripping novel, leaves its reader with much to think about as Travis’
violence erupts on the pages. With its mature themes and language, care is suggested

Learning the Game by Kevin Waltman Basketball/Juvenile Crime

Scholastic, 2005, 224 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 0439731097

Nate has been spending the summer working on his basketball game, often joined by
friends and teammates from his high school’s varsity team at a little park with decent
hoops. One day the “enforcer” for his team, the guy who makes the dirty fouls and is
not liked much, shows up. The scrimmage continues in spite of his dirty play.

The enforcer, Branson, brings his van to the park one day and jimmies open the lock to
a local fraternity. In a scene that stretches one’s imagination, he convinces all team
members—except one player who goes home—to steal the entire contents of the frater-
nity, which is empty for the summer. Team members stress their innocence when the
coach calls them in, but eventually Nate gives in and confesses. That causes the entire
team to be suspended for the season; they watch the one varsity player, substitutes,
and freshmen fight through the season.

This basketball book features a good guy who makes a bad choice and then rights it.

when recommending The Last Domino. John Jacob
Emily Pauly Oak Park, IL
Hewitt, TX
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Sandpiper by Ellen Wittlinger

Dating/Interpersonal Relations/Walking
Simon and Schuster Books for Young Readers, ISBN: 0-689-86802-2
2005, 225 pp., $16.95

As the school year wraps up, Sandpiper Hallow Ragsdale is alone and confused. Facing
a summer sweltering with change, she sneaks away on occasion and captures her
thoughts and feelings in poetry. The pressure of her mother’s wedding, new family
members, and a biological father with wandering eyes are only the beginning.

Upon ending her long streak of shallow relationships, Piper forms a peculiar bond with
Walker, a complete stranger. How are they to know that in finding each other, they will
find themselves? As the ex-boyfriend begins to threaten Piper and her family, the odd
connection to Walker proves to be life saving.

Ellen Wittlinger innovatively touches a variety of current issues through the eyes of
Piper using a rare but necessary honesty. Piper’s poetry grips the emotions and latches
onto the reader. While young readers may be shocked by the occasional explicit detail,
older readers will find themselves holding their breath, captivated by the authenticity

The Secret Blog of Raisin Rodriguez by Judy Goldschmidt Fiction/Coming of Age

Penguin/Razorbill, 2005, 202 pp., $12.99 ISBN: 1-59514-018-2

Raisin, uprooted first by divorce, her mother’s sudden remarriage to a stranger, then a
cross-country move from Berkeley to Philadelphia, finds herself beginning seventh grade
without friends, except for the son of her stepfather’s business associate and he “doesn’t
count.” Sounds serious, but Raisin recounts her adventures in a blog to her two best
friends back home in the witty manner (well beyond the range of the usual twelve-
year-old) of a born raconteur. Her travails include (but are not limited to), the dog
swallowing the padded bra she’s been “borrowing” from her new stepsister, mistak-
enly assuming the most popular girls in school are singing happy birthday to her,
starting her period in a public place, and having her secret blog published throughout
the school which hurts the nice boy she’s overlooked while seeking popularity. Raisin
must make amends, and in doing so, learns the value of offbeat friends over those with
star quality. The novel is funny and entertaining without being entirely believable.
Myrna Dee Marler

of the characters and events. Laie, HI
Wendi Brown
Hoffman Estates, IL

Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie by David Lubar Family-Friend Dynamics Stonewolf by Brenda Seabrooke Mystery

Dutton Children’s Books, 2005, 279 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 0-525-47311-4

Scott Hudson’s life is busy enough—avoiding lunch-money-stealing upperclassmen,
finishing loads of homework on time, and impressing an old kindergarten pal turned
hot; the last thing he has time to deal with is a baby. Unfortunately, there’s not much
he can do; his mother is expecting a child who will be fifteen years younger than Scott.
How’s a guy to deal?

Scott takes the reader humorously through his freshman year of high school, recording
his thoughts, fears, and wisdom in a “journal” he plans to give to his new sibling. Little
does he know that in the process of trying to get by, he is learning what it means to be
a friend, an honorable man, and a brother.

Through an uplifting story, David Lubar shares a true teenager’s perspective. The fa-

miliarity and honesty of the characters allows the narrative to unfold with startling

realism. Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie is a recommended read for those searching for
laughs and a genuine voice in young adult literature.

Rebecca Aicher

Algonquin, IL

Holiday House, 2005, 231 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 0-8234-1848-0

Seven-year-old Nicholas was thrilled to leave his unhappy orphanage life, but soon
realizes his new guardians are holding him captive to unlock secrets from his past.
Nicholas must be shrewd in keeping his returning memory, much of it information
gleaned from his scientist parents, hidden from his captors, as well as his escape plans.

The number of characters is burdensome, but one eventually becomes engrossed in the
mystery of Nicholas” hidden knowledge. As he tries to escape his captors and takes
increasingly dangerous and daring chances, his predicaments push the boundaries of
imagination. It is implied that Nicholas is related to Nikola Tesla, the Serbian-American
scientist. The ending leaves numerous unanswered questions and the reader must imag-
ine what Nicholas’, fourteen at the novel’s end, future holds. This will be enjoyed most
by middle level science buffs, with perhaps some teacher assistance.
Susan Gapp
Vermillion, SD
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Under a Stand Still Moon by Ann Howard Creel Coming of Age/Anasazi Indians

Brown Barn Books, 2005, 192 pp., $8.95 ISBN: 978-0-9746481-8-3

Echo, an Anasazi Indian girl, grows up during the dissolution of the Anasazi civiliza-
tion. She lives a carefree life until she is 12, when she catches a baby falling from a
cliff—considered a miracle. One of the High Priests takes her for a wife and agrees to
teach her the secrets of the stars and planets.

Echo lives with the old man in a high cliff. Then problems start to occur: Vandals raid
the village several times and kill tribe members. The sun seems to be eaten by the
clouds; this bad sign forces the Indians to ask the High Priests to intervene, but they
cannot. Eclipses are known only to the High Priest married to Echo, and only as a
myth. Then there is a drought. They have overused their land, but she cannot get
anyone to stop, and the Indians start to leave in great numbers.

Echo learns about their religion and becomes the only girl who can hunt game; there is
hope some Indians will return to join Echo in raising crops and hunting.

John Jacob

Oak Park, IL

Where I Want to Be by Adele Griffin Fiction/Mental Illness

Putnam, 2005, 150 pp., $15.99 ISBN: 0-399-23783-6

Two narrative voices tell this story: Lily, a pretty, popular teenage girl, and Jane, her
slightly older, schizophrenic sister. The telling is non-linear, and at first, the two story
lines don’t seem to converge, which might be off-putting to teen readers demanding a
strong story line. Eventually, it becomes clear that Jane is dead, perhaps a suicide, and
Lily is guilt-ridden, hiding from her friends, and depending too much on her boyfriend
Caleb. Jane must resolve her jealousy and bitterness. Lily must resolve her guilt at
being the normal one and let Caleb go. The writing is imagistic, evocative, and appro-
priately haunting. The excitement in the story comes more from figuring out how the
pieces of the narrative puzzle fit together than from large plot developments. The front
cover announces that the novel is a National Book Award Finalist, which suggests the
story will be valued more by mature and thoughtful readers than reluctant ones.
Myrna Dee Marler
Laie, HI

Front Street, 2005, 164 pp., $16.95

Worlds Apart by Lindsay Lee Johnson Mental Health/Parent/Child Relationships

ISBN: 1-932425-28-4

Winnie May is suddenly uprooted from her shallow-but-real-life in Chicago to move to
rural Minnesota, where her father has taken a position as a doctor in residence at a
state mental health facility. Winnie tries to adjust, but she’s the new kid in school, and
her only friend is Justice Goodwater, who lives on the reservation. Complicating mat-
ters is her mother’s spiral into depression.

Winnie relates more easily to the residents than most 14-year-olds would, but her
acceptance of, and affection for, them is believable. The friction caused by her friend-
ship with Justice is palpable and relevant and adds complexity to the story. Set in 1959,
this novel explores Winnie’s evolving maturity and changing relationship with her
parents. Johnson may be trying to accomplish too much in this slim volume, and
consequently some issues are only hinted at, but the story strangely does not suffer.
Instead, it serves as a window on Winnie’s life, with the realization her story will
continue.
Melissa Moore
Jackson, TN

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Lori Goodson

409 Cherry Circle

Manhattan, KS 66503

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Lori Goodson at lagoodson@cox.net
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