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n
g A
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lts

H
istorical Fiction/Im

m
igration

 by Eve T al
ISB

N
: 0-938317-94-6

C
inco Punto Press, 2005, 261pp., $16.95

It’s 1905 in the rural R
ussian countryside, and R

aizel B
alaban loves helping her m

other
w

ith her younger siblings and telling stories. T
he last thing she w

ants to do is go w
ith

her father to A
m

erica. B
ut the threat of pogrom

s and conscription into the C
zar’s arm

y
force her and her father B

enjam
in to undertake an arduous, risky journey across Eu-

rope and the A
tlantic. T

hey survive seasickness, near drow
ning, and hunger (as ortho-

dox Jew
s, they w

ill only eat kosher food) only to be turned aw
ay at Ellis Island because

of B
enjam

in’s poor health. Exceptionally and pow
erfully told, this story is historical

fiction at its finest, treating im
portant (though often neglected) issues of im

m
igration

and belonging, pride and faith.
M

elissa M
oore

Jackson, T
N

T
h
e D

ragon
 T

h
ron

e by M
ichael C

adnum
H

istorical Fiction
V

iking, 2005, 212 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 0-670-03631-5

T
he D

ragon
 T

hron
e is the final book in C

adnum
’s trilogy that takes its readers back to

the M
iddle A

ges and the turbulent era of the C
rusades. T

his novel follow
s tw

o squires,
Edm

und and H
ubert, w

ho rise to knighthood and are im
m

ediately thrust into perils
accom

panying their new
 titles. T

he pair of new
 knights, along w

ith tw
o seasoned knights,

are ordered to escort a young lady of the Q
ueen’s court on a pilgrim

age to R
om

e. A
long

the w
ay, the story focuses on young Sir Edm

und as he encounters danger in m
any

form
s and w

restles w
ith the clash of m

orals being a m
an of w

ar presents.

C
adnum

’s novel takes an interesting perspective as it reveals the im
portant role religion

played in the daily lives of the people and juxtaposes it w
ith the cruelty of life in a w

ar-
torn age. T

he D
ragon

 T
hron

e is full of historical detail that w
ill delight those w

ith
interest in the M

iddle A
ges, but contains advanced vocabulary that m

ay frustrate som
e

readers.
Em

ily Pauly
H

ew
itt, T

X

D
read Locks by N

eal Shusterm
an

C
om

ing of A
ge/Friendship

Penguin Putnam
, 2005, 176 pp., $15.99

ISB
N

: 0-525-47554-0

A
 m

odern day telling of the m
edusa m

yth, this fantasy thriller is sure to engage readers
and leave them

 w
ith an unfam

iliar, unforeseen ending.

A
s the protagonist Parker B

aer dredges through upper class suburban life, he m
eets a

m
ysterious new

 neighbor—
Tara—

in his bedroom
, uninvited, one afternoon. T

he tw
o

becom
e fast friends, but som

ething doesn’t add up for Parker. Several people w
ho have

com
e in contact w

ith Tara seem
 to be dying as noted by their pale, alm

ost gray, com
-

plexions and physical rigidity. Parker begins a detective style search for the truth but is
he too late?

R
eaders from

 seventh grade and up w
ill happily read this page-turning book and m

ake
connections to the m

edusa m
yth and com

m
on fairytales.

C
hris G

oering
M

anhattan, K
S

Far Traveler by R
ebecca T

ingle
Self-discovery/Exploration/H

istorical Fiction
G

.P. Putnam
’s Sons, 2005, 228 pp., $17.99

ISB
N

: 0-399-23890-5

Æ
lfw

yn’s story is an educational and captivating foray into tenth-century B
ritain in the

tim
e of the W

est Saxon ruler, and W
yn’s uncle, K

ing Edw
ard. W

hen Æ
lfw

yn’s m
other

dies, the M
ercian territory under her rule by K

ing Edw
ard refuses to relinquish all

loyalty unto the K
ing, and W

yn is throw
n into politics though having alw

ays been m
ore

com
fortable w

ith books and poetry. W
hen W

yn is faced w
ith her uncle’s ultim

atum
 of

either m
arrying one of his allies or becom

ing a nun, she takes the first risk of her
sheltered life, fleeing under the guise of a boy. W

ith her new
 identity as a tr aveling

storyteller, she finds inner-courage using the O
ld English poetry she has loved all her

life; Far Traveler includes literary references to such O
ld English w

orks as B
eow

ulf as
sources for W

yn’s self-discovery. K
ing W

ilfrid w
ants W

yn’s help in a plot against her
uncle; her budding courage m

ust sustain her in a decision betw
een w

hat her heart
w

ants and w
hat her royal upbringing dem

ands.
K

atherine H
arder

M
anhattan, K

S
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s

T
h
e H

u
n
ter’s M

oon
 by O

.R
. M

elling
Friendships/Love/D

iscovery
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2005, 284 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-8109-5857-0

T
his com

ical yet touching fantasy adventure w
ill keep the reader engaged. T

he m
ain

character, G
w

en, is alw
ays obsessed w

ith food, w
hich provides com

ic relief. Findabhair,
G

w
en’s cousin, acts as a foil for G

w
en, adding further hum

or. T
he relationship be-

tw
een the tw

o cousins is heartfelt, especially the lengths G
w

en goes to in trying to save
Findabhair. A

gainst the backdrop of Irish folktales and culture the adventure is played
out. T

he characters undergo a transform
ation as they fight against the evil forces of the

isle. Every H
unter’s M

oon a sacrifice is required of the m
ortals by this evil force. T

he
fairies m

ust offer up this sacrifice, until the heroines com
e along. Fem

ale readers w
ill

appreciate the fact that this book has a heroine w
ho is fully hum

an yet strong and
adventurous. H

opefully a new
 addition to this series w

ill be soon forthcom
ing, as the

author is quite talented in her descriptive skills.
K

enan M
etzger

M
uncie, IN

T
h
e Last D

om
in

o by A
dam

 M
eyer

A
dolescent V

iolence/Isolation
G

.P. Putnam
’s Sons, 2005, 229 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 0-399-24332-1

T
he school shootings that have m

ade recent headlines have left m
any w

ondering w
hat

pushes these students to resort to such violent m
easures. M

eyer’s novel is an exam
ina-

tion of the events that com
pound and eventually cause its m

ain character, Travis Ellroy,
to break and seek final revenge from

 those w
ho have been nudging him

 closer to the
edge for too long.

Living in a fam
ily broken after his brother com

m
its suicide, Travis searches for a place

to feel significant and finally realizes a sense of w
orth through a friendship w

ith D
aniel—

a new
 student at his high school. U

nfortunately, this sense of w
orth and friendship

urge Travis to m
ake those w

ho have hurt him
 pay, revealing truths about both boys and

their friendship in the process.

T
his dark, yet gripping novel, leaves its reader w

ith m
uch to think about as Travis’

violence erupts on the pages. W
ith its m

ature them
es and language, care is suggested

w
hen recom

m
ending T

he Last D
om

in
o.

Em
ily Pauly

H
ew

itt, T
X

Learn
in

g th
e G

am
e by K

evin W
altm

an
B

asketball/Juvenile C
rim

e
Scholastic, 2005, 224 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 0439731097

N
ate has been spending the sum

m
er w

orking on his basketball gam
e, often joined by

friends and team
m

ates from
 his high school’s varsity team

 at a little park w
ith decent

hoops. O
ne day the “enforcer” for his team

, the guy w
ho m

akes the dirty fouls and is
not liked m

uch, show
s up. T

he scrim
m

age continues in spite of his dirty play.

T
he enforcer, B

ranson, brings his van to the park one day and jim
m

ies open the lock to
a local fraternity. In a scene that stretches one’s im

agination, he convinces all team
m

em
bers—

except one player w
ho goes hom

e—
to steal the entire contents of the frater-

nity, w
hich is em

pty for the sum
m

er. Team
 m

em
bers stress their innocence w

hen the
coach calls them

 in, but eventually N
ate gives in and confesses. T

hat causes the entire
team

 to be suspended for the season; they w
atch the one varsity player, substitutes,

and freshm
en fight through the season.

T
his basketball book features a good guy w

ho m
akes a bad choice and then rights it.

John Jacob
O

ak Park, IL

A
n
 In

n
ocen

t Soldier by Josef H
olub;

C
ourage/A

dventure/H
istorical Fiction

translated by M
ichael H

ofm
ann

ISB
N

: 0-439-62771-0
A

rthur A
.Levine B

ooks, 2005, 240 pp., $16.99

A
n

 In
n

ocen
t Soldier tells the story of an unusual friendship betw

een an aristocrat and
a peasant in N

apoleonic Europe. Forced to enlist under his m
aster’s son’s nam

e in
N

apoleon’s G
ran

de A
rm

ée, A
dam

 Feuchter is instantly terrorized by the horrors of w
ar

and is desperate to escape until he w
itnesses the consequences of desertion. A

dam
’s lot

takes a turn for the better, how
ever, w

hen a young lieutenant requisitions him
 as his

personal servant, and the surprising friendship that grow
s betw

een them
 is ultim

ately
w

hat gets them
 through the terrible w

ar alive. A
dam

’s gratitude to K
onrad K

lara for
taking him

 under his w
ing results in a great bond of loyalty, and his fear and insecurity

evolve into great bravery and courage as the tw
o of them

 fight to survive the R
ussian

cam
paign. T

he w
ar that introduces A

dam
 to so m

any terrible things also rew
ards him

w
ith true friendship and the possibility of a happier life afterw

ard.
K

atherine H
arder

M
anhattan, K

S
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San
dpiper by Ellen W

ittlinger
D

ating/Interpersonal R
elations/W

alking
Sim

on and Schuster B
ooks for Young R

eaders,
ISB

N
: 0-689-86802-2

2005, 225 pp., $16.95

A
s the school year w

raps up, Sandpiper H
allow

 R
agsdale is alone and confused. Facing

a sum
m

er sw
eltering w

ith change, she sneaks aw
ay on occasion and captures her

thoughts and feelings in poetry. T
he pressure of her m

other’s w
edding, new

 fam
ily

m
em

bers, and a biological father w
ith w

andering eyes are only the beginning.

U
pon ending her long streak of shallow

 relationships, Piper form
s a peculiar bond w

ith
W

alker, a com
plete stranger. H

ow
 are they to know

 that in finding each other, they w
ill

find them
selves? A

s the ex-boyfriend begins to threaten Piper and her fam
ily, the odd

connection to W
alker proves to be life saving.

Ellen W
ittlinger innovatively touches a variety of current issues through the eyes of

Piper using a rare but necessary honesty. Piper’s poetry grips the em
otions and latches

onto the reader. W
hile young readers m

ay be shocked by the occasional explicit detail,
older readers w

ill find them
selves holding their breath, captivated by the authenticity

of the characters and events.
W

endi B
row

n
H

offm
an Estates, IL

T
h
e Secret B

log of R
aisin

 R
odrigu

ez by Judy G
oldschm

idt
Fiction/C

om
ing of A

ge
Penguin/R

azorbill, 2005, 202 pp., $12.99
ISB

N
: 1-59514-018-2

R
aisin, uprooted first by divorce, her m

other’s sudden rem
arriage to a stranger, then a

cross-country m
ove from

 B
erkeley to Philadelphia, finds herself beginning seventh grade

w
ithout friends, except for the son of her stepfather’s business associate and he “doesn’t

count.” Sounds serious, but R
aisin recounts her adventures in a blog to her tw

o best
friends back hom

e in the w
itty m

anner (w
ell beyond the range of the usual tw

elve-
year-old) of a born raconteur. H

er travails include (but are not lim
ited to), the dog

sw
allow

ing the padded bra she’s been “borrow
ing” from

 her new
 stepsister, m

istak-
enly assum

ing the m
ost popular girls in school are singing happy birthday to her,

starting her period in a public place, and having her secret blog published throughout
the school w

hich hurts the nice boy she’s overlooked w
hile seeking popularity. R

aisin
m

ust m
ake am

ends, and in doing so, learns the value of offbeat friends over those w
ith

star quality. T
he novel is funny and entertaining w

ithout being entirely believable.
M

yrna D
ee M

arler
Laie, H

I

Sleepin
g Fresh

m
en

 N
ever Lie by D

avid Lubar
Fam

ily-Friend D
ynam

ics
D

utton C
hildren’s B

ooks, 2005, 279 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 0-525-47311-4

Scott H
udson’s life is busy enough—

avoiding lunch-m
oney-stealing upperclassm

en,
finishing loads of hom

ew
ork on tim

e, and im
pressing an old kindergarten pal turned

hot; the last thing he has tim
e to deal w

ith is a baby. U
nfortunately, there’s not m

uch
he can do; his m

other is expecting a child w
ho w

ill be fifteen years younger than Scott.
H

ow
’s a guy to deal?

Scott takes the reader hum
orously through his freshm

an year of high school, recording
his thoughts, fears, and w

isdom
 in a “journal” he plans to give to his new

 sibling. Little
does he know

 that in the process of trying to get by, he is learning w
hat it m

eans to be
a friend, an honorable m

an, and a brother.

T
hrough an uplifting story, D

avid Lubar shares a true teenager’s perspective. T
he fa-

m
iliarity and honesty of the characters allow

s the narrative to unfold w
ith startling

realism
. Sleepin

g Freshm
en

 N
ever Lie is a recom

m
ended read for those searching for

laughs and a genuine voice in young adult literature.
R

ebecca A
icher

A
lgonquin, IL

Ston
ew

olf by B
renda Seabrooke

M
ystery

H
oliday H

ouse, 2005, 231 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-8234-1848-0

Seven-year-old N
icholas w

as thrilled to leave his unhappy orphanage life, but soon
realizes his new

 guardians are holding him
 captive to unlock secrets from

 his past.
N

icholas m
ust be shrew

d in keeping his returning m
em

ory, m
uch of it inform

ation
gleaned from

 his scientist parents, hidden from
 his captors, as w

ell as his escape plans.

T
he num

ber of characters is burdensom
e, but one eventually becom

es engrossed in the
m

ystery of N
icholas’ hidden know

ledge. A
s he tries to escape his captors and takes

increasingly dangerous and daring chances, his predicam
ents push the boundaries of

im
agination. It is im

plied that N
icholas is related to N

ikola Tesla, the Serbian-A
m

erican
scientist. T

he ending leaves num
erous unansw

ered questions and the reader m
ust im

ag-
ine w

hat N
icholas’, fourteen at the novel’s end, future holds. T

his w
ill be enjoyed m

ost
by m

iddle level science buffs, w
ith perhaps som

e teacher assistance.
Susan G

app
Verm

illion, SD
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s

U
n
der a Stan

d Still M
oon

 by A
nn H

ow
ard C

reel
C

om
ing of A

ge/A
nasazi Indians

B
row

n B
arn B

ooks, 2005, 192 pp., $8.95
ISB

N
: 978-0-9746481-8-3

Echo, an A
nasazi Indian girl, grow

s up during the dissolution of the A
nasazi civiliza-

tion. She lives a carefree life until she is 12, w
hen she catches a baby falling from

 a
cliff—

considered a m
iracle. O

ne of the H
igh Priests takes her for a w

ife and agrees to
teach her the secrets of the stars and planets.

Echo lives w
ith the old m

an in a high cliff. T
hen problem

s start to occur: Vandals raid
the village several tim

es and kill tribe m
em

bers. T
he sun seem

s to be eaten by the
clouds; this bad sign forces the Indians to ask the H

igh Priests to intervene, but they
cannot. Eclipses are know

n only to the H
igh Priest m

arried to Echo, and only as a
m

yth. T
hen there is a drought. T

hey have overused their land, but she cannot get
anyone to stop, and the Indians start to leave in great num

bers.

Echo learns about their religion and becom
es the only girl w

ho can hunt gam
e; there is

hope som
e Indians w

ill return to join Echo in raising crops and hunting.
John Jacob

O
ak Park, IL

W
h
ere I W

an
t to B

e by A
dele G

riffin
Fiction/M

ental Illness
Putnam

, 2005, 150 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
: 0-399-23783-6

Tw
o narrative voices tell this story: Lily, a pretty, popular teenage girl, and Jane, her

slightly older, schizophrenic sister. T
he telling is non-linear, and at first, the tw

o story
lines don’t seem

 to converge, w
hich m

ight be off-putting to teen readers dem
anding a

strong story line. Eventually, it becom
es clear that Jane is dead, perhaps a suicide, and

Lily is guilt-ridden, hiding from
 her friends, and depending too m

uch on her boyfriend
C

aleb. Jane m
ust resolve her jealousy and bitterness. Lily m

ust resolve her guilt at
being the norm

al one and let C
aleb go. T

he w
riting is im

agistic, evocative, and appro-
priately haunting. T

he excitem
ent in the story com

es m
ore from

 figuring out how
 the

pieces of the narrative puzzle fit together than from
 large plot developm

ents. T
he front

cover announces that the novel is a N
ational B

ook A
w

ard Finalist, w
hich suggests the

story w
ill be valued m

ore by m
ature and thoughtful readers than reluctant ones.

M
yrna D

ee M
arler

Laie, H
I

W
orlds A

part  by Lindsay Lee Johnson
M

ental H
ealth/Parent/C

hild R
elationships

Front Street, 2005, 164 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 1-932425-28-4

W
innie M

ay is suddenly uprooted from
 her shallow

-but-real-life in C
hicago to m

ove to
rural M

innesota, w
here her father has taken a position as a doctor in residence at a

state m
ental health facility. W

innie tries to adjust, but she’s the new
 kid in school, and

her only friend is Justice G
oodw

ater, w
ho lives on the reservation. C

om
plicating m

at-
ters is her m

other’s spiral into depression.

W
innie relates m

ore easily to the residents than m
ost 14-year-olds w

ould, but her
acceptance of, and affection for, them

 is believable. T
he friction caused by her friend-

ship w
ith Justice is palpable and relevant and adds com

plexity to the story. Set in 1959,
this novel explores W

innie’s evolving m
aturity and changing relationship w

ith her
parents. Johnson m

ay be trying to accom
plish too m

uch in this slim
 volum

e, and
consequently som

e issues are only hinted at, but the story strangely does not suffer.
Instead, it serves as a w

indow
 on W

innie’s life, w
ith the realization her story w

ill
continue.

M
elissa M

oore
Jackson, T

N

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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