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Endgame by Nancy Garden

Relationships/Bullying/Death

Harcourt Children’s Books, 2006, 304 pp., $17.00 ISBN: 0-15-205416-2

When fifteen-year-old Gray Wilton enters the halls of Greenford High School with his
father’s gun, his world is forever changed. He is convicted of murder and given a life
sentence without parole. Sitting in the detention center, Gray reflects on the months
that went wrong. Trouble began with the occasional bully, bringing a knife to school,
and then moving to a new city. Gray turns to his music, one love that he feels may save
him from the turmoil. Things at the new school don’t improve but take a devastating
turn for the worse. Gray ends up making a decision that changes his life forever. Endgame
takes a serious look at the issues of bullying and school violence. This book is appro-
priate for ages 14 and up and is strongly recommended to all educators.
Michelle Sherer
Independence, MO

Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006, 140 pp., $16.00

Dreams/Dreaming/Healing
ISBN: 0-618-68550-2

Gossamer by Lois Lowry

Lois Lowry’s newest novel explores a fantasy world where angelic beings visit sleeping
humans to bestow dreams. The short novel weaves together the stories of a novice
dream giver, a lonely woman, and a troubled foster child.

Our dream giver, Littlest One, learns to take bits and fragments of happy memories
from the objects in people’s homes and turn those morsels into dreams capable of
helping the woman and the boy through the challenges they face in their waking lives.

Gossamer is rich in archetypal characters and imagery, reading something like one of

the pleasant dreams bestowed by its central character. Although the book will be of

interest to young people who are fans of fantasy and rich narratives, its message of
gathering strength for the future from the past in applicable to readers of all ages.

F. Todd Goodson

Manhattan, KS

Grooves: A Kind of Mystery by Kevin Brockmeier Mystery/Detective

Katherine Tegen Books, Imprint of HarperCollins,

2006, 199 pp., $16.89 ISBN: 978-0-06-073692-7

Kevin Brockmeier has brilliantly incorporated the adventure all adolescents desire with
his critique of “The Man.” Dwayne Ruggles is a seventh grader who, after taking a
science experiment to a new level, discovers a secret plea for help in some blue jeans
and potato chips. This leads Dwayne and his friends on a mission to discover the truth
about a headstrong businessman named Howard Thigpen.

Grooves allows the young reader to identify with the main characters and become apart
of the fantastic adventure that lies within its pages. The protagonists are not extraordi-
nary kids, and that is what makes this novel so attractive. The adolescent reader can
relate to the characters in a semi-realistic world.

This well-written novel can reawaken the reader’s interest in science, economy, and
ethics, promote humanitarianism and at the same time be a lot of fun. The teacher can
use it as a tool in his or her class or the student can use it as an exemplary pleasure read.
Christopher Sullivan

Marquette, MI

Hazing Meri Sugarman by M. Apostolina Peer Acceptance/Teen Girls/Humor

ISBN-13: 978-1-4169-0610-0
ISBN-10: 1-4169-0610-X

Simon Pulse, 2006, 266 pp., $8.99

Cindy Bixby dreams of escaping her high school loser image when she begins college.
Following in her mother’s footsteps, Cindy pledges Alpha Beta Delta, hoping to find
acceptance and popularity. Cindy’s captivation with Meri Sugarman, sorority presi-
dent, causes her to make moral compromises to gain Meri’s approval. When Cindy
lands a boyfriend, an ex of Meri’s, she becomes victim of Meri’s powerful wrath. Cindy
and her friends have no choice but to destroy this evil villain before she destroys them.

This story is cleverly revealed through daily diary entries. Middle school girls will find

the exaggerated dramatic events appealing as it unfolds much like a modern day high

school chick flick where the unpopular misfit finds the courage to confront the bully.

Somewhat cliché, but the interspersing of family dynamics and the uncertainty of how
to stop Meri will keep the reader intrigued until the end.

Susan Gapp

Vermillion, SD
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Measle and the Mallockee by Ian Ogilvy Fantasy/Family

Harper Collins, 2006, 376 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 0-06-058692-3

Measle’s nine-month-old sister, Matilda, is a typical baby who loves to jabber and
throw food at her brother. However, there is one big difference - she is a mallockee, an
extremely powerful wizard who can do many spells at once, while most are limited to
one.

In this third adventure for the Stubbs family, Measle and Matilda work together to
escape the mysterious Caltrop Castle and rescue their imprisoned parents. Aided by a
surprisingly helpful Wrathmonk, a wizard who has been stripped of his magical pow-
ers, and Toby Jugg, who recently lost the election for Prime Magus of the Wizard’s
Guild, it seems like an easy task. But the Stubbs children soon discover that not every-
thing, or everyone, is as it seems.

Ogilvy spins a web of twists and turns with his vivid descriptions and unique charac-
ters. Middle school students will get swept away in this Potter-esque fantasy adventure.
Jennifer Lee

Independence, MO

The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane Friendship/Adventure

by Kate DiCamillo

Candlewick Press, 2006, 228 pp., $18.99 ISBN: 0763625892

Edward Tulane is not your ordinary, garden-variety rabbit. He is a china rabbit, made of the
finest porcelain. He wears custom-made silk clothes and carries a small, golden pocket watch.
Edward is the much-loved birthday gift of Abilene Tulane, 10, who includes him in all of the
family’s dinners and outings. However, Edward has a heart made of that same, cold china; he
is conceited and selfish and doesn’t seem to understand what love is.

That is, until he is lost, having been thrown overboard by some rambunctious boys during
the Tulane family’s ocean journey. From there, Edward bounces from home to home, from
one life to the next, as the book progresses. From lying on the ocean floor to traveling with a
hobo to lying in the arms of a sick child, Edward learns about love and loss and why hope is
always important to have.

This is a brilliant story about the importance and challenges of true love and friendship.

Newbery-Award winning author Kate DiCamillo presents a riveting plot that is wonderfully
complemented by illustrator Bagram Ibatoulline’s exquisite illustrations.

Jennifer Stevens

Louisville, KY

Playing the Field by Phil Bildner Homosexuality

Simon and Schuster, 2006, 181 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 978-4169-0284-3

Darcy Miller wants to play baseball, but her high school principal says she can’t be-
cause she’s a girl. But when Principal Bassett thinks that Darcy’s a lesbian, he changes
his mind. His reasoning? Not allowing her to play would bring controversy to the school.

So Darcy pretends to be gay to play.

The book has some problems: the characters are all wealthy, which could alienate
readers, and the only openly gay character is stereotypically so, propagating stereo-
types instead of breaking them.

Despite this, the novel describes what it means to be gay in an American high school,
while also educating on the issue. This novel is solidly written and approaches a sensi-
tive topic well. It is full of high school drama and humorous descriptions, which really
pull the plot along.
Shawn O’Neil
Marquette, MI

Amulet Books, 2006, 221 pp., $16.95

Plenty Porter by Brandon Noonan Fiction/Family

ISBN: 0-8109-5996-8

As the youngest of eleven children, Plenty Porter feels that she is the one-too-many
child in her family. Her family survives as share-croppers in Illinois during the Korean
War.

Problems abound for the Porter family. Plenty experiences prejudice at school and
ridicule in the community. Her sister, Marcie, must be hospitalized; her father takes a
second job to help pay bills. Landowner Mr. Prindergast complains constantly about
crop production.

Plenty decides to run away from home, and Mr. Prindergast takes her home. In a scene

similar to Bo Radley saving Scout in To Kill a Mockingbird, Plenty learns her family
really does love her. Use Plenty Porter with high school units about the 1950s.

Ruth Prescott

Manhattan, KS
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Slide or Die by Todd Strasser

Fiction/Adventure

Simon Pulse (Simon & Schuster) 2006, 198 pp., $6.99 ISBN: 978-1-4169-0581-3

Seventeen-year-old Kennin is new to Las Vegas; a friend he had made at work invited
him to go for a ride in a hot GTO. As they drove out of the city toward the mountains,
Kennin discovered that the driver with a bottle of tequila was an ex-con who had stolen
the GTO.

Kennin’s group meets up with a group of drivers who compete at a very high rate of
speed, sliding the back wheels around turns. The stolen GTO has a tracking device, so
the police can locate the car. When the police arrive, Kennin is forced to take the GTO
down the mountain road against a very experienced driver.

The manga-style drawings will attract reluctant readers and students interested in cars.

Slide or Die is appropriate for middle schoolers, although the target audience is prob-
ably high school.

Ruth Prescott

Manhattan, KS

Delacorte Books for Young Readers, 2006, 272 pp., $16.95

Small Steps by Louis Sachar Coming of Age/Friendship

ISBN: 0385733143

With this book, author Louis Sachar brings back the character Theodore Johnson,
a.k.a. Armpit, from his Newbery Award-winning book, Holes. Armpit, an African-Ameri-
can teen, is working hard to rebuild his life after returning home from Camp Green
Lake. That is hard to do when everyone knows about your criminal record, so Armpit
takes small steps to stay in line and make good choices. While trying to finish high
school, Armpit is hired by a landscaping company and works doing what he does best:
digging holes. He also befriends Ginny, a young neighbor with cerebral palsy.

Everything seems to be going well for Armpit until his old Camp Green Lake pal, X-Ray,
visits him. X-Ray gets Armpit involved in a get-rich-quick scheme, scalping concert
tickets to see the latest teen pop sensation, Kaira DeLeon. But is Armpit ready to throw
away everything he’s worked so hard for?

Sachar combines a suspenseful plot with likeable characters to tell this story of friend-
ship and of taking “small steps” to accomplish one’s goals.

Jennifer Stevens

Louisville, KY

The Sound of Munich by Suzanne Nelson Adventure/Family

Speak Publishing, 2006, 211 pp., $6.99 ISBN: 0-14-240576-0

Author Suzanne Nelson has created a light-hearted but surprisingly moving tale that
proves to be a quick and light read. We first meet Siena Bernstein, self-proclaimed free-
spirited Californian, on her way to Munich, Germany. She is about to begin a semester
abroad in the city of her ancestors. While our protagonist may be a bit flighty and
carefree, this is not your typical spring break trip; Siena has a secret plan. She is deter-
mined to complete her deceased father’s “Carpe Diem” list. Her only link to her father
is this list, and the last item has yet to be fulfilled. Only in Germany can she complete
this list and possibly find a link to her past, her future, and the father she has never
known.

This young adult novel is an easy read and, just like Siena, is sunny and fun. She is an

interesting character, and readers will appreciate her kindness, her friendships, and her
adventure. A no-frills read for young adults (girls) with a Meg Cabot-like feel.

Stacy Distel Nishioka

Chicago, IL

Startled by His Furry Shorts: Confessions of Georgia Nicholson Love/Friendship

by Louise Rennison

HarperTempest, 2006, 288 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 0060853840

In this, the seventh book of the Georgia Nicholson series, Georgia finds herself in “the oven
of luuurve” once again. At the end of the last book, Then He Ate My Boy Entrancers,
Georgia had given the Italian Stallion, a.k.a. Masimo, an ultimatum: to be an exclusive
couple.

Throughout this book, Georgia awaits her answer and has to deal with the devastating idea
of only being “mates” with Masimo. Will she be able to live if he picks Wet Lindsay over
her? And what exactly did Dave the Laugh mean when he said that they were meant for
each other?

Along the way, Georgia has to put up with her little sister, Libby, who is constantly hiding
things in her bed, and her psycho cats, Angus and Gordy, who attack at random. That
doesn’t even begin to explain the horrors of dealing with school at Stalag 14.

A must-read for fans of the series, this book is laugh-out-loud funny and, as Georgia would
say, “full of hilariosity.”

Jennifer Stevens

Louisville, KY
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The Valley of the Wolves by Laura Gallego Garcia Fantasy/Supernatural

Arthur A. Levine Books, 2006, 256 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 0-439-58553-8

Ever since Dana was six, her best friend has been a boy named Kai. The only problem
is that Dana is the only one who can see him. Everyone in the town knows of Dana’s
“imaginary friend” and believes she must be crazy and a witch. When a mystical man
named Maestro adopts Dana as an apprentice and takes her to Maestro’s magic Tower
in the Valley of the Wolves, Dana begins to wonder if she really is a witch. With the
help of Kai, Dana must survive the Tower and the Valley of the Wolves, while trying to
discover what the power of magic is really all about.

Written when Garcia was only 20, The Valley of the Wolves is the story of a young girl

coming of age and realizing her full potential. Garcia borrows different elements of
fantasy and the supernatural to create a truly believable world.

Brandon Schwarz

Lawrence, KS

What Are You Afraid Of? Edited by Donald R. Gallo Short Stories/Phobias

Candlewick Press, 2006, 189 pp., $15.99 ISBN: 0763626546

Excessive fears, debilitating fears that cannot be rationalized away, grip teenagers’
lives, causing them to be the brunt of bullying, the focus of jokes, and the cause of
nightmares for parents and friends who only want to help.

These short stories demonstrate how the fear of string, crossing a road, cats, sharp
knives, or clowns can make “normal” life impossible for teens. Most of them get help
from a professional or a friend or a parent by learning that they first have to face their
fears and then take one day at a time to overcome them. The last story will leave you
with a taste of fear in your own mouth as the usual source of fears is reversed.

Readers will laugh, shiver, and empathize with phobics who can’t control their own

thoughts and who can’t make their bodies react to seemingly natural events. Antholo-

gist Gallo has collected 11 phobia-ridden stories that hold readers’ attention long after
they finish reading.

Carolyn Lott

Missoula, MT

Scholastic Press, 2006, 297 pp., $16.99

Historical Fiction
ISBN: 0439693675

The Wright 3 by Blue Bakkuett

The Wright 3 by Blue Bakkuett is an absorbing mystery involving American architect
Frank Lloyd Wright’s Chicago design, the Robie House.

Because of a teacher’s concern about destroying works of art, three classmates en-
deavor to save the house. Sleuths will enjoy unraveling the historical, mathematical,
and criminal clues needed to solve the mystery. The author has definitely plotted this
novel well, while providing characters that are delineated well. One does not want to
stop reading the book!

Besides providing an interesting historical fiction story, the reader will gain a great deal
of information about Wright and his buildings.

Joy Frerichs

Chatsworth, GA

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Lori Goodson

409 Cherry Circle

Manhattan, KS 66503

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Lori Goodson at lagoodson@cox.net
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