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T
h
e C

row
-G

irl by B
odil B

redsdorff
C

om
passion/O

rphans/R
elationships

Sunburst, 2006, 160 pp., $5.95
ISB

N
: 0-374-40003-2

C
row

-G
irl

is a D
anish folktale com

parable to a H
ans C

hristian A
nderson story. C

row
-

G
irl lives by the sea in a sm

all house w
here she spends her tim

e caring for her dying
grandm

other and gathering driftw
ood and oysters. B

efore her grandm
other dies, she

prom
ises C

row
-G

irl she w
ill continue to w

atch over her in order to guide and com
fort

C
row

-G
irl on her life’s path.

N
ow

 an orphan, C
row

-G
irl decides to travel until she can find a new

 fam
ily. Led by a

crow
 (that’s the reason she is called C

row
-G

irl), she journeys
to various tow

ns w
here

she discovers that not all people m
ake good fam

ily m
em

bers, and that it is best to find
happiness w

hen you help others. She assists a num
ber of people on her journey—

a
sm

all abandoned boy,
an abused m

other and daughter, and a lonely old farm
er. B

y
selflessly helping others, C

row
-G

irl gains a fam
ily from

 those she has helped.
D

iana H
arter

Provo, U
T

C
ru

n
ch

 T
im

e by M
ariah Fredericks

 R
ealistic Fiction

A
theneum

 B
ooks for Young R

eaders, 2006, 317 pp., $15.95
 ISB

N
: 0-689-86938-X

Follow
ing four high school juniors through the endless struggle of grow

ing up, C
run

ch
T

im
e

by
M

ariah Fredericks is a novel m
any students w

ill relate to. D
elving deep into

the issues of friendship, relationships, failure, parents, and fear, this novel depicts the
w

orld of high-stakes testing and pressure to succeed in a refreshing, entertaining w
ay.

C
run

ch T
im

e
stands as a snippet of high school life, including the dram

as and scandals
typical in m

ost schools today.

Fredericks creates this high-stress w
orld by giving first-person accounts of the four very

different m
ain characters w

ho m
et by skipping a SAT

 prep course together. T
he charac-

ters tell their side of the story in their ow
n unique voices, so readers know

 w
hat’s going

on far before the characters do. T
his out-of-the-ordinary perspective allow

s for m
ore

suspense, insight, and connection as readers sym
pathize and relate to each specific

character’s personality and situation.
Jennifer H

anni
M

anhattan, K
S

T
h
e D

ream
 W

h
ere th

e Losers G
o

by B
eth G

oobie
R

ealistic Fiction
O

rca B
ook Publishers, 2006, 204 pp., $8.95

ISB
N

: 1-55143-455-5

B
eth G

oobie’s T
he D

ream
 W

here the Losers G
o

im
m

erses readers into a w
orld of silent

darkness and scream
ing light w

here the m
ain character, high school junior Skey, w

ants
to w

ake up from
 the nightm

are that is her life. To find relief from
 the pain and scars on

her w
rists, Skey m

ust battle the D
ragons, her boyfriend, her m

other, and m
ost im

por-
tantly, her ow

n m
ind that w

ill not allow
 her to rem

em
ber how

 she got to the dark.
H

appiness seem
s as hopeless as sleep, until a boy enters the darkness w

ith her and
helps her find the light.

T
he D

ream
 W

here the Losers G
o

is the em
otional saga of a girl searching for her lost

soul. T
he novel delves into them

es of divorce, abuse, suicide, anger, and love through
entw

ined im
ages of dark and light. R

eaders find them
 selves sharing Skey’s pain and

illusions from
 beginning to end, show

ing G
oobie’s great skill at creating im

perfect
characters readers can relate to.

Jennifer H
anni

M
anhattan, K

S

E
scape: T

h
e Story of th

e G
reat H

ou
din

i
by Sid Fleischm

an
B

iography
G

reenw
illow

, 2006, 206 pp., $18.99
 ISB

N
: 978-0-06-085094-4

H
arry H

oudini is, perhaps, A
m

erica’s m
ost enigm

atic hero, and Sid Fleischm
an brings

is considerable storytelling skills to bear in this attem
pt to capture his illusive subject.

In Escape, Fleischm
an traces the journey of Ehrich W

eiss, from
 the Jew

ish ghetto of
B

udapest, becam
e the G

reat H
arry H

oudini, from
 A

ppleton, W
isconsin.

H
oudini w

as as m
uch a social phenom

enon as a perform
er. T

he details of his life says
as m

uch about the A
m

erican culture in the first tw
o decades of the 20

th
century as they

do about the m
an (in no sm

all part because, as Fleischm
an docum

ents again and
again, the details of his life are shrouded in m

ystery and outright deception).

T
hat H

oudini rem
ains a source of fascination says

a great deal about our need to w
it-

ness the im
possible, all the w

hile know
ing it isn’t real. Escape

provides today’s adoles-
cents a glim

pse at the life of the m
an hanging suspended in the w

ater-filled torture cell.
T

he book is an essential addition to secondary school libraries, and it w
ould be an

excellent text for interdisciplinary or social studies units.
F. Todd G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S
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Scholastic Press, 2006, 167 pp., $16.99
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N
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M
ark W

arren has a great life. H
e has a cool best friend. H

e’s the star pitcher on his high
school team

, thanks in part to the endless hours his father put in as his catcher. T
he

new
 girl notices him

, and thanks to his m
other’s advice, he is able to carry on an

intelligent conversation w
ith her. H

is younger sister turned 13 and is a pain, but not
bad as sisters go. B

ut one lousy phone call, and M
ark’s w

orld is forever changed. H
is

dad’s pancreatic cancer is back.

A
nn Turner’s free-verse poem

 depicts the tide of em
otions that inevitably rages through

a fam
ily battling cancer. M

iddle school and high school students w
ill quickly becom

e
attached to the characters and w

ill find them
selves gripped by this sensitive, w

ell-told
story.

V
icki Sherbert

W
akefield, K

S

H
arlem

 H
u
stle by Janet M

cD
onald

A
frican A

m
ericans/M

usic
Francis Foster B

ooks, 2006, 192 pp., $16.00
ISB

N
: 0-374-37184-9

H
arlem

 is full of energy, life, and diversity. H
ustle em

bodies the spirit of H
arlem

 as a
young A

frican A
m

erican teen w
ith the dream

 of m
aking it big as a rapper. A

 sm
art

hom
eboy, H

ustle know
s his w

ay around H
arlem

, w
here to shoplift and w

ho to get to
know

 to m
ake it in the biz. H

ustle is discovered at a party and for a short tim
e believes

this is the break he needs to enter the w
orld of hip hop. B

ut he soon discovers
the

w
orld of rappers in gold chains w

ith m
usic labels is as crooked as the streets of H

arlem
.

M
cD

onald’s story is full of the vibrant life that is H
arlem

, com
plete w

ith contem
porary

language of the hip hop culture that appeals to teens of all races and backgrounds.
H

ustle’s story is not predictable in that he exam
ines his old ideas of w

hat m
akes good

lyrics and studies poetry in order to im
prove his ow

n w
ord play. T

his contem
porary

novel provides the interest needed for teen-age boys to get hooked im
m

ediately.
D

eana C
ow

an
M

aple H
ill, K

S

H
eat

by M
ike Lupica

B
aseball/Fam

ily
Philom

el, 2006, 220 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 0-399-24301-1

H
eat

is a w
ell paced, steadily building novel that exam

ines baseball, cultural identity,
first love, and adulthood. W

hen their father dies, M
ichael and his older brother are

forced to fend for them
selves. B

ut should anyone find out their secret, they w
ill be split

up or w
orse…

sent back to C
uba, spoiling M

ike’s chances of playing in the Little League
W

orld Series. T
his com

ing of age tale uses the A
m

erica’s past-tim
e as backdrop for

exploring m
ultiple adolescent them

es. T
he fairy-tale ending borders on the unbeliev-

able, but overall the w
ork is a terrific read for those looking for a dose of childhood

baseball nostalgia.
C

urtis C
handler

W
am

ego, K
S

H
ell P

h
on

e
by W

illiam
 Sleator

G
ood vs. Evil/W

ealth/R
ights

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2006, 237 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 0-8109-5479-6

T
his w

as a suspenseful thriller m
ystery intertw

ined w
ith fantasy and rom

ance. T
he

com
pelling story w

as an easy read. A
lthough the beginning of the story lacked vivid

descriptors, it im
proved. T

he quick pace of the story keeps the reader interested and
w

ould appeal to young readers w
ho enjoy thrillers w

ith the m
ention of ghoulish creepi-

ness. Young readers w
ith the sam

e socio-econom
ic background could easily relate to

the problem
s of N

ick, the protagonist, a foolish and easily duped teenager w
ith a trust-

ing character. T
he author w

as superb w
ith his depiction of the innocent youth being

the unsuspecting target of unscrupulous characters.
Paulette C

lark
Junction C

ity, K
S
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P
retty Little D

evils by N
ancy H

older
Suspense/M

urder/M
ystery

R
azorbill (Penguin), 2006, 250 pp., $14.99

ISB
N

: 1-59514-030-1

H
azel Stone longs to be part of the popular high school crow

d, but her good looks and
classy style haven’t been enough to m

ove
her up the social ladder. Im

agine H
azel’s

excitem
ent w

hen Sylvia O
rly, the m

ost popular girl, recruits her to be a m
em

ber of T
he

Pretty Little D
evils, undoubtedly the m

ost elite group. H
azel w

ill pay any price to prove
her w

orthy, enduring an induction of social lessons, devilish tactics, and sinister pranks.
A

larm
 sets in w

hen no one from
 w

ithin the group claim
s credit for m

ysterious threaten-
ing m

essages, casting suspicion on various outside enem
ies.

T
his book w

ill keep the reader on the edge of their seat as suspects’ m
otives are re-

vealed, but prepare for ultim
ate suspense w

hen the m
urders begin. C

leverly w
ritten

using personal blog style dialogue, it is a m
ust-read for suspense thrillers.Susan G

app
Verm

illion, SD

T
h
e R

ise of Lu
bch

en
ko

by M
ichael Sim

m
ons

B
ioterrorism

 Espionage/A
dventure

R
azorbill (Penguin), 2006, 218 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 1-59514-061-1

Evan M
acalister, teenaged protagonist of T

he R
ise of Lubchen

ko, is an even m
ore un-

likely hero than C
lark K

ent. A
uthor M

ichael Sim
m

ons com
bines a rebellious yet inse-

cure, sleep-through-class sm
art guy w

ith a save-the-w
orld adventure seeker to create

one sarcastic, vulnerable, funny, likable, som
ehow

 believable character.

M
ale readers w

ill vicariously enjoy Evan’s Jam
es B

ondian adventures to prevent a
sm

allpox epidem
ic planned by his father’s business partner w

ithout revealing his ow
n

illegal theft and sales of his father’s office equipm
ent. T

hey w
ill identify w

ith his m
ore

ordinary problem
s (a distant dad, failing grades), all of w

hich Sim
m

ons handles light-
handedly yet sincerely. T

hey w
ill also appreciate Sim

m
ons’ fast-paced, no-nonsense,

hum
orous style.

T
he R

ise of Lubchen
ko

offers som
ething not alw

ays easy to find—
a good casual read for

m
iddle-school and high-school guys.

Judy B
eem

er
Junction C

ity, K
S

San
d D

ollar Su
m

m
er by K

im
berly K

. Jones
Fam

ily/Friendship
Sim

on &
 Schuster, 2006, 206 pp., $15.95

ISB
N

: 1-4169-0362-3

Lise, a tw
elve-year-old girl, thinks her life is over w

hen her m
other m

oves the fam
ily to

a beach in M
aine for the sum

m
er. U

nknow
n to Lise and her five-year-old brother, this

is w
here their m

other grew
up m

any years ago. A
s the fam

ily deals w
ith living in a

ram
shackle beach house, Lise is battling w

ith her fear of the sea, and is constantly
questioning w

hy her m
other has brought them

 here.

Friendship, fam
ily, and love are continuing them

es in the first novel of K
im

berly K
.

Jones, w
ho lives on the East C

oast and brings know
ledge of the sea into her w

riting.
B

onny M
artens

M
anhattan, K

S

Store-B
ou

gh
t B

aby
by Sandr a B

elton
D

eath of a Sibling
G

reenw
illow

 B
ooks, 2006, 246 pp., $15.99

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-085086-9

Leah’s life as a high school teen-age girl has fallen apart. She should be w
orrying about

chem
istry and track practice, not w

ondering how
 her life w

ill go on w
ithout her spir-

ited brother Luce w
ho had a w

ay
of m

aking everyone feel special. Since the car w
reck

killed her brother, Leah questions her ow
n life. D

o her parents love her the sam
e as

they loved Luce? W
hy doesn’t her m

other take an interest in her life the w
ay

she did in
Luce’s? H

ow
 can she go on living w

hen Luce is no longer part of her life? Sandra
B

elton’s novel not only explores the them
es of death, fam

ily loss, com
ing of age, and

love, but it also concerns adoption. In the story, Leah becom
es obsessed w

ith the fact
that her brother Luce w

as adopted. A
s Leah com

es to term
s w

ith her life and her fam
ily

w
ithout Luce, she learns fam

ilies are m
ade, not necessarily born, and that life goes on

after one of the fam
ily m

em
bers dies.

D
eana C

ow
an

M
aple H

ill, K
S
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W
ait for M

e by A
n N

a
R

ealistic Fiction
G

. P. Putnam
’s Sons, 2006, 169 pp., $15.99

ISB
N

: 0-399-24275-9

C
reating a dream

-like state through language and point of view
 in W

ait for M
e,

A
n N

a
tells the story of a K

orean-A
m

erican girl searching for her ow
n dream

s, w
hile trying to

live up to her m
other’s high aspirations of a H

arvard education. W
hile som

e of the
language and situations m

ay be culturally specific, all readers w
ill connect w

ith the
fear, anger, desperation, passion, and struggle w

ith parents M
ina feels, as w

ell as fall in
love w

ith Y
srael, the boy w

ho flips her torm
ented w

orld upside dow
n, forcing her to

decide exactly w
hat she, and not her m

other, w
ants.

W
ait for M

e’s
chapters sw

itch focus betw
een the protagonist, older sister M

ina, and her
younger hearing-im

paired sister Suna. M
ina’s chapters are w

ritten in first person, w
hile

Suna’s are w
ritten in third person, creating an interesting dynam

ic of voice and point of
view

. T
his point of view

 floats readers outside reality into a w
orld w

here truth, reality,
and fantasy intertw

ine.
Jennifer H

anni
M

anhattan, K
S

W
akin

g by A
lyxandra H

arvey-Fitzhenry
Self D

iscovery/D
eath/R

elationships
O

rca, 2006, 119 pp., $8.95
ISB

N
: 1-55143-489-x

B
eauty feels alienated around her classm

ates. B
ut so w

ould you if you had to shave
your legs at school and cover your scratches because your father w

as paranoid about
sharp objects. Ever since her m

other died, B
eauty has had to deal w

ith strange changes
like being haunted by a Shadow

 Lady in her dream
s.

It isn’t until B
eauty is assigned to w

ork w
ith the odd new

 girl, Luna, that B
eauty begins

to find peace in her life. Luna introduces B
eauty to the carefree, hippie-like philosophy

of the Pre-R
aphaelites w

ho created the great w
orks of art and poetry that B

eauty ad-
m

ires. B
y adopting this new

 outlook, B
eauty is able to discover herself and to find a

place am
ong her peers. In addition, her new

found confidence aids her to overcom
e her

nightm
ares and leave behind the horrors of her m

other’s death.
D

iana H
arter

Provo, U
T

T
h
e W

in
ter R

oad
by Terry H

okenson
C

om
ing of A

ge/A
dventure

Front Street, 2006, 175 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 1932425454

W
illa R

aedl is frustrated w
ith her life. School is unfulfilling, and at hom

e she feels
ignored and unim

portant. Ever since her brother R
ay died, it seem

s her fam
ily has been

disconnected and num
b to her feelings.

O
n one particularly challenging day, W

illa sees an opportunity to prove to her fam
ily—

and to herself—
that she is m

ore capable and responsible than they often believe her to
be. W

hen she discovers
her uncle is not in any condition to fly out and transport her

m
other from

 one city to another, she decides to fly his plane over to pick up her m
other

herself.

A
fter trying to navigate through a blizzard, the plane crashes in a snow

y w
ilderness,

and she m
ust figure out how

 to survive deathly cold tem
peratures w

ith only a few
supplies and the know

ledge she has gained over the years from
 her father and uncle.

Terry H
okenson’s first, T

he W
in

ter Road
is a story of survival and self discovery and

show
s how

 one girl finds value in herself through determ
ination and perseverance.

Suzy O
ertel

Topeka, K
S

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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