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The Crow-Girl by Bodil Bredsdorff

Compassion/Orphans/Relationships

Sunburst, 2006, 160 pp., $5.95 ISBN: 0-374-40003-2

Crow-Girl is a Danish folktale comparable to a Hans Christian Anderson story. Crow-
Girl lives by the sea in a small house where she spends her time caring for her dying
grandmother and gathering driftwood and oysters. Before her grandmother dies, she
promises Crow-Girl she will continue to watch over her in order to guide and comfort
Crow-Girl on her life’s path.

Now an orphan, Crow-Girl decides to travel until she can find a new family. Led by a
crow (that’s the reason she is called Crow-Girl), she journeys to various towns where
she discovers that not all people make good family members, and that it is best to find
happiness when you help others. She assists a number of people on her journey—a
small abandoned boy, an abused mother and daughter, and a lonely old farmer. By
selflessly helping others, Crow-Girl gains a family from those she has helped.
Diana Harter
Provo, UT

Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2006, 317 pp., $15.95

Realistic Fiction
ISBN: 0-689-86938-X

Crunch Time by Mariah Fredericks

Following four high school juniors through the endless struggle of growing up, Crunch
Time by Mariah Fredericks is a novel many students will relate to. Delving deep into
the issues of friendship, relationships, failure, parents, and fear, this novel depicts the
world of high-stakes testing and pressure to succeed in a refreshing, entertaining way.
Crunch Time stands as a snippet of high school life, including the dramas and scandals
typical in most schools today.

Fredericks creates this high-stress world by giving first-person accounts of the four very
different main characters who met by skipping a SAT prep course together. The charac-
ters tell their side of the story in their own unique voices, so readers know what’s going
on far before the characters do. This out-of-the-ordinary perspective allows for more
suspense, insight, and connection as readers sympathize and relate to each specific
character’s personality and situation.

Jennifer Hanni

Manhattan, KS

The Dream Where the Losers Go by Beth Goobie Realistic Fiction

Orca Book Publishers, 2006, 204 pp., $8.95 ISBN: 1-55143-455-5

Beth Goobie’s The Dream Where the Losers Go immerses readers into a world of silent
darkness and screaming light where the main character, high school junior Skey, wants
to wake up from the nightmare that is her life. To find relief from the pain and scars on
her wrists, Skey must battle the Dragons, her boyfriend, her mother, and most impor-
tantly, her own mind that will not allow her to remember how she got to the dark.
Happiness seems as hopeless as sleep, until a boy enters the darkness with her and
helps her find the light.

The Dream Where the Losers Go is the emotional saga of a girl searching for her lost
soul. The novel delves into themes of divorce, abuse, suicide, anger, and love through
entwined images of dark and light. Readers find them selves sharing Skey’s pain and
illusions from beginning to end, showing Goobie’s great skill at creating imperfect
characters readers can relate to.
Jennifer Hanni
Manhattan, KS

Escape: The Story of the Great Houdini by Sid Fleischman Biography

Greenwillow, 2006, 206 pp., $18.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-085094-4

Harry Houdini is, perhaps, America’s most enigmatic hero, and Sid Fleischman brings
is considerable storytelling skills to bear in this attempt to capture his illusive subject.
In Escape, Fleischman traces the journey of Ehrich Weiss, from the Jewish ghetto of
Budapest, became the Great Harry Houdini, from Appleton, Wisconsin.

Houdini was as much a social phenomenon as a performer. The details of his life says
as much about the American culture in the first two decades of the 20 century as they
do about the man (in no small part because, as Fleischman documents again and
again, the details of his life are shrouded in mystery and outright deception).

That Houdini remains a source of fascination says a great deal about our need to wit-

ness the impossible, all the while knowing it isn’t real. Escape provides today’s adoles-

cents a glimpse at the life of the man hanging suspended in the water-filled torture cell.

The book is an essential addition to secondary school libraries, and it would be an
excellent text for interdisciplinary or social studies units.

F. Todd Goodson

Manhattan, KS
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Scholastic Press, 2006, 167 pp., $16.99

Hard Hit by Ann Turner Coming of Age/Cancer/Grief

ISBN: 0-439-29680-3

Mark Warren has a great life. He has a cool best friend. He’s the star pitcher on his high
school team, thanks in part to the endless hours his father put in as his catcher. The
new girl notices him, and thanks to his mother’s advice, he is able to carry on an
intelligent conversation with her. His younger sister turned 13 and is a pain, but not
bad as sisters go. But one lousy phone call, and Mark’s world is forever changed. His
dad’s pancreatic cancer is back.

Ann Turner’s free-verse poem depicts the tide of emotions that inevitably rages through
a family battling cancer. Middle school and high school students will quickly become
attached to the characters and will find themselves gripped by this sensitive, well-told
story.
Vicki Sherbert
Wakefield, KS

Harlem Hustle by Janet McDonald African Americans/Music

Francis Foster Books, 2006, 192 pp., $16.00 ISBN: 0-374-37184-9

Harlem is full of energy, life, and diversity. Hustle embodies the spirit of Harlem as a
young African American teen with the dream of making it big as a rapper. A smart
homeboy, Hustle knows his way around Harlem, where to shoplift and who to get to
know to make it in the biz. Hustle is discovered at a party and for a short time believes
this is the break he needs to enter the world of hip hop. But he soon discovers the
world of rappers in gold chains with music labels is as crooked as the streets of Harlem.
McDonald’s story is full of the vibrant life that is Harlem, complete with contemporary
language of the hip hop culture that appeals to teens of all races and backgrounds.
Hustle’s story is not predictable in that he examines his old ideas of what makes good
lyrics and studies poetry in order to improve his own word play. This contemporary
novel provides the interest needed for teen-age boys to get hooked immediately.
Deana Cowan
Maple Hill, KS

Heat by Mike Lupica Baseball/Family

ISBN: 0-399-24301-1

Philomel, 2006, 220 pp., $16.99

Heat is a well paced, steadily building novel that examines baseball, cultural identity,
first love, and adulthood. When their father dies, Michael and his older brother are
forced to fend for themselves. But should anyone find out their secret, they will be split
up or worse...sent back to Cuba, spoiling Mike’s chances of playing in the Little League
World Series. This coming of age tale uses the America’s past-time as backdrop for
exploring multiple adolescent themes. The fairy-tale ending borders on the unbeliev-
able, but overall the work is a terrific read for those looking for a dose of childhood
baseball nostalgia.
Curtis Chandler
Wamego, KS

Amulet Books, 2006, 237 pp., $16.95

Hell Phone by William Sleator Good vs. Evil/Wealth/Rights

ISBN: 0-8109-5479-6

This was a suspenseful thriller mystery intertwined with fantasy and romance. The
compelling story was an easy read. Although the beginning of the story lacked vivid
descriptors, it improved. The quick pace of the story keeps the reader interested and
would appeal to young readers who enjoy thrillers with the mention of ghoulish creepi-
ness. Young readers with the same socio-economic background could easily relate to
the problems of Nick, the protagonist, a foolish and easily duped teenager with a trust-
ing character. The author was superb with his depiction of the innocent youth being
the unsuspecting target of unscrupulous characters.
Paulette Clark
Junction City, KS
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Pretty Little Devils by Nancy Holder Suspense/Murder/Mystery

Razorbill (Penguin), 2006, 250 pp., $14.99 ISBN: 1-59514-030-1

Hazel Stone longs to be part of the popular high school crowd, but her good looks and
classy style haven’t been enough to move her up the social ladder. Imagine Hazel’s
excitement when Sylvia Orly, the most popular girl, recruits her to be a member of The
Pretty Little Devils, undoubtedly the most elite group. Hazel will pay any price to prove
her worthy, enduring an induction of social lessons, devilish tactics, and sinister pranks.
Alarm sets in when no one from within the group claims credit for mysterious threaten-
ing messages, casting suspicion on various outside enemies.

This book will keep the reader on the edge of their seat as suspects’ motives are re-

vealed, but prepare for ultimate suspense when the murders begin. Cleverly written
using personal blog style dialogue, it is a must-read for suspense thrillers.

Susan Gapp

Vermillion, SD

The Rise of Lubchenko by Michael Simmons Bioterrorism Espionage/Adventure

Razorbill (Penguin), 2006, 218 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 1-59514-061-1

Evan Macalister, teenaged protagonist of The Rise of Lubchenko, is an even more un-
likely hero than Clark Kent. Author Michael Simmons combines a rebellious yet inse-
cure, sleep-through-class smart guy with a save-the-world adventure seeker to create
one sarcastic, vulnerable, funny, likable, somehow believable character.

Male readers will vicariously enjoy Evan’s James Bondian adventures to prevent a
smallpox epidemic planned by his father’s business partner without revealing his own
illegal theft and sales of his father’s office equipment. They will identify with his more
ordinary problems (a distant dad, failing grades), all of which Simmons handles light-
handedly yet sincerely. They will also appreciate Simmons’ fast-paced, no-nonsense,
humorous style.

The Rise of Lubchenko offers something not always easy to find—a good casual read for
middle-school and high-school guys.

Judy Beemer

Junction City, KS

Sand Dollar Summer by Kimberly K. Jones Family/Friendship

Simon & Schuster, 2006, 206 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 1-4169-0362-3

Lise, a twelve-year-old girl, thinks her life is over when her mother moves the family to
a beach in Maine for the summer. Unknown to Lise and her five-year-old brother, this
is where their mother grew up many years ago. As the family deals with living in a
ramshackle beach house, Lise is battling with her fear of the sea, and is constantly
questioning why her mother has brought them here.

Friendship, family, and love are continuing themes in the first novel of Kimberly K.

Jones, who lives on the East Coast and brings knowledge of the sea into her writing.
Bonny Martens
Manhattan, KS

Store-Bought Baby by Sandra Belton Death of a Sibling

Greenwillow Books, 2006, 246 pp., $15.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-085086-9

Leah’s life as a high school teen-age girl has fallen apart. She should be worrying about
chemistry and track practice, not wondering how her life will go on without her spir-
ited brother Luce who had a way of making everyone feel special. Since the car wreck
killed her brother, Leah questions her own life. Do her parents love her the same as
they loved Luce? Why doesn’t her mother take an interest in her life the way she did in
Luce’s? How can she go on living when Luce is no longer part of her life? Sandra
Belton’s novel not only explores the themes of death, family loss, coming of age, and
love, but it also concerns adoption. In the story, Leah becomes obsessed with the fact
that her brother Luce was adopted. As Leah comes to terms with her life and her family
without Luce, she learns families are made, not necessarily born, and that life goes on
after one of the family members dies.

Deana Cowan

Maple Hill, KS
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Wait for Me by An Na

Realistic Fiction

G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 2006, 169 pp., $15.99 ISBN: 0-399-24275-9

Creating a dream-like state through language and point of view in Wait for Me, An Na
tells the story of a Korean-American girl searching for her own dreams, while trying to
live up to her mother’s high aspirations of a Harvard education. While some of the
language and situations may be culturally specific, all readers will connect with the
fear, anger, desperation, passion, and struggle with parents Mina feels, as well as fall in
love with Ysrael, the boy who flips her tormented world upside down, forcing her to
decide exactly what she, and not her mother, wants.

Wait for Me’s chapters switch focus between the protagonist, older sister Mina, and her
younger hearing-impaired sister Suna. Mina’s chapters are written in first person, while
Suna’s are written in third person, creating an interesting dynamic of voice and point of
view. This point of view floats readers outside reality into a world where truth, reality,
and fantasy intertwine.
Jennifer Hanni
Manhattan, KS

Waking by Alyxandra Harvey-Fitzhenry

Self Discovery/Death/Relationships

Orca, 2006, 119 pp., $8.95 ISBN: 1-55143-489-x

Beauty feels alienated around her classmates. But so would you if you had to shave
your legs at school and cover your scratches because your father was paranoid about
sharp objects. Ever since her mother died, Beauty has had to deal with strange changes
like being haunted by a Shadow Lady in her dreams.

Itisn’t until Beauty is assigned to work with the odd new girl, Luna, that Beauty begins
to find peace in her life. Luna introduces Beauty to the carefree, hippie-like philosophy
of the Pre-Raphaelites who created the great works of art and poetry that Beauty ad-
mires. By adopting this new outlook, Beauty is able to discover herself and to find a
place among her peers. In addition, her newfound confidence aids her to overcome her
nightmares and leave behind the horrors of her mother’s death.
Diana Harter
Provo, UT

The Winter Road by Terry Hokenson Coming of Age/Adventure

Front Street, 2006, 175 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 1932425454

Willa Raedl is frustrated with her life. School is unfulfilling, and at home she feels
ignored and unimportant. Ever since her brother Ray died, it seems her family has been
disconnected and numb to her feelings.

On one particularly challenging day, Willa sees an opportunity to prove to her family—
and to herself—that she is more capable and responsible than they often believe her to
be. When she discovers her uncle is not in any condition to fly out and transport her
mother from one city to another, she decides to fly his plane over to pick up her mother
herself.

After trying to navigate through a blizzard, the plane crashes in a snowy wilderness,
and she must figure out how to survive deathly cold temperatures with only a few
supplies and the knowledge she has gained over the years from her father and uncle.

Terry Hokenson’s first, The Winter Road is a story of survival and self discovery and

shows how one girl finds value in herself through determination and perseverance.
Suzy Oertel
Topeka, KS

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Lori Goodson

409 Cherry Circle

Manhattan, KS 66503

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Lori Goodson at lagoodson@cox.net

H o E

T &

n|=_u & File YA Book Reviews

42

REVIEW



mailto:lagoodson@cox.net

ad



