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B
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in
d th
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u
rtain

 by Peter A
braham

s
M

ystery
Laura G

eringer B
ooks, 2006, 346 pp., $16.89

ISB
N

: 0060737042

Ingrid is trying to find out w
hy she w

as kidnapped. B
ecause Ingrid is a fan of Sherlock

H
olm

es and loves the theater, everyone thinks she m
ade up the m

ystery and is doing a
good job of acting. T

he fact that she says she w
as chloroform

ed, blindfolded, tied up,
put in the trunk of a car and yet escaped is hard to believe. She has suspects and
m

otives. M
rs. G

room
e picked her for the M

athFest, and she w
as on her w

ay to the
event w

hen she w
as kidnapped. Ingrid discovered that som

eone is selling steroids to
teen athletes, her brother being one of the victim

s. Julia LeC
aine, assistant soccer

coach, kicked a soccer ball so hard it knocked C
oach R

inger out, allow
ing Julia to

coach Ingrid’s team
 in the m

ost im
portant gam

es. T
he Ferrand G

roup w
ould do m

ost
anything to get G

ram
py to sell his farm

land.

T
his is the second book in the Echo Falls M

ystery series, but it stands on its ow
n. T

here
is lots of hum

or, suspense, and intelligent deductions as she w
orks to solve the case.

B
arbara R

ay
Tulsa, O

K

B
lin

d Faith
 by Ellen W

ittlinger
D

eath/Fam
ily R

elationships
Sim

on &
 Schuster B

ooks for Young R
eaders,

ISB
N

: 978-1-4169-0273-7
2006, 280 pp., $15.95

For Liz Scattergood, the only escape she has from
 her grandm

other’s recent death and
her m

other’s resulting depression is the piano. She soon finds that this isn’t enough, as
Liz’s m

other begins attending the Singing C
reek Spiritualist C

hurch in an effort to
speak to her ow

n dead m
other. W

ith a father scarred as a child by religious experi-
ences, Liz finds her once intact fam

ily cracking like the discarded pottery in her m
other’ s

shop. B
ut, through her new

found friendship w
ith N

athan, w
hose m

other dragged her
children to her hom

etow
n to aw

ait her death, Liz begins to w
ork through her grief and

helps N
athan and his younger sister along the w

ay.

W
ittlinger’s m

elodic sense of hum
or and com

passion create a story that all teens w
ho

have suffered a loss of any kind can relate to. It’s a story that illustrates that although
blind faith in an institution can be deceiving, blind faith in those you love can m

ake
you stronger.

R
obyn Seglem

O
lathe, K

S

B
eh

in
d th

e E
yes by Francisco X

. Stork
Fiction/G

angs
Penguin G

roup, 2006, 246 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 0-525-47735-7

In the projects of El Paso, Texas, there’s no shortage of trouble and grief for sixteen-
year-old H

ector R
obles. A

fter being hospitalized from
 a fight w

ith the local gang called
the D

iscípulos, he’s sent aw
ay to Furm

an, a boarding school for troubled teens w
ho

show
 prom

ise. H
ow

ever, H
ector slow

ly realizes that his problem
s didn’t rem

ain in El
Paso and that his so-called “safe and undisclosed” environm

ent m
ay not be all that it

appears. A
s H

ector tries to m
ake sense of his past, he is bom

barded by his future. W
ith

the arrival of El Topo, a potential hit-m
an sent by the D

iscípulos, the story’s intensity
rises. T

his new
 rivalry hurls H

ector into a battle that he does not desire to be part of. H
e

m
ust decide if he’ll resort to violence or m

aturity, a decision that w
ill shape the rest of

his life.

B
ehin

d the Eyes is a sm
artly w

ritten page-turner that m
ature young adult readers can’t

afford to m
iss. Som

e strong language and intense subject m
atter m

ay keep it aw
ay from

m
iddle-grade readers.

M
att G

oasdone
N

arragansett, R
I

B
orn

 to R
ock by G

ordon K
orm

an
 C

om
ing of A

ge/Fam
ily/Friendship

H
yperion, 2006, 261 pp., $15.99

 ISB
N

: 0-7868-0920-5

W
oven w

ith w
it and anecdotal w

isdom
, B

orn
 to Rock is a charm

ing story of adoles-
cence, politics, m

usic, sexuality, fam
ily, and friendship. W

hen Leo, a typical 4.0 Young
R

epublican bound for H
arvard, finds out his biological father is the lead singer in an

’80s punk rock group, one crazy sum
m

er ensues. K
ing M

aggot, said biological father,
invites Leo along for the group’s revival tour, and Leo com

m
ences to live the life of a

roadie—
m

inus the drugs, parties, and w
om

en—
for tw

o m
onths. A

m
idst late-night poodle

pu
rsu

its, dru
m

m
ers em

bezzlin
g em

eralds, best frien
d blog revelation

s, an
d cavity

searches, Leo learns the m
eaning of friendship, loyalty, and responsibility.

W
hile the title and subject m

atter m
ay suggest a racy book loaded w

ith sex, drugs, and
profanity, K

orm
an m

anages to pack in the adventure and open the discussion w
ithout

raising the censorship flag. W
ith a cover that rocks on its ow

n and a story that draw
s

kids in from
 the first line, this novel is “born to rock.”

Julie Jones
H

utchinson, K
S
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G
eograph

y of G
irlh

ood by K
irsten Sm

ith
C

ontem
porary Fiction

Little, B
row

n &
 C

om
pany, 2006, 184 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 0316160210

A
ll Penny can think about is getting aw

ay from
 her dull, sm

all-tow
n life, just like her

m
other did w

hen Penny w
as six. H

er story begins at the end of ninth grade. She is
consum

ed by the great life she sees her sister living. Tara is pretty, popular w
ith boys,

and able to defy their father. Problem
s are com

pounded w
hen D

ad m
arries and adds a

stepbrother, Spencer, to the equation. Penny shares her first kiss, infatuation w
ith her

history teacher, experim
entation w

ith drinking and sex, and finally running aw
ay w

ith
her sister’s ex-boyfriend, B

obby.

K
irsten Sm

ith shares, in the form
 of verse, how

 fragile life can be w
hile grow

ing up.
Penny gets her w

ish and runs aw
ay w

ith B
obby, only to realize that dream

s are so
different from

 the reality of those dream
s. Penny learns how

 to accept things for w
hat

they are, not w
ishing to be som

eone else or go som
e place else. It is okay to just be.

B
arbara R

ay
Tulsa, O

K

H
eroes of Football: T

h
e Story of A

m
ericas G

am
e

by John M
adden w

ith B
ill G

utm
an

N
onfiction/Football

D
utton C

hildren’s B
ooks, 2006, 80 pp., $18.99

ISB
N

: 0-525-47698-9

O
n the shelf, H

eroes of Football appears to be a glossy, light celebration of professional
football. T

he book’s cover and design suggests lots of colorful pictures and lim
ited text, a

book suitable for struggling readers at the m
iddle-school level.

T
he inside of the book does not m

atch those expectations. T
he book is a surprisingly

detailed and rich history of A
m

erican football from
 its origins in the early da ys of the 20th

C
entury through the contem

porary N
ational Football League. T

he text is w
ell w

ritten,
replete w

ith lively anecdotes about the personalities involved in the evolution of the
gam

e and a thorough discussion of rule the developm
ent of the w

ay the gam
e has been

played through the years.

W
hile the book is clearly w

ell done, it does present tw
o concerns. First, struggling read-

ers w
ill be draw

n by the book’s style and design and becom
e frustrated by the density of

the text. C
onversely, strong readers m

ight w
ell be put off by those sam

e design elem
ents.

N
evertheless, H

eroes of Football is an invaluable resource for young people w
ith an inter-

est in the history of football.
F. Todd G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S

G
ran

d an
d H

u
m

ble by B
rent H

artinger
M

ental H
ealth/Fam

ily
H

arper Tem
pest, im

print of H
arperC

ollins, 2006,
ISB

N
: 0060567279

212 pp., $15.99

G
ran

d an
d H

um
ble is an intriguing tale of tw

o young m
en, H

arlan and M
anny, w

hose
lives are intertw

ined in a m
ysterious journey of sim

ilarities and opposites, m
aking the

reader presum
e they are connected. H

arlan, the good-looking, popular teenage son of a
senator, has prem

onitions of disaster that haunt his life. T
he forebodings cause anxiety

attacks and a greater rift betw
een his m

other and him
.

T
he C

hess C
lub geek, M

anny, is consum
ed w

ith nightm
ares that leave him

 terrified and
exhausted. T

he geek controls the lighting in the theatre, but he cannot control the fright-
ening scenes of his nightm

ares. H
is easygoing father becom

es aloof and avoids M
anny’s

questions regarding M
anny’s childhood.

T
he connections betw

een the tw
o teenagers seem

 to surface and the plot unravels, until
the engrossed reader realizes an astounding new

 tw
ist is added. T

he secret of the tw
o boys

lies at the intersection of G
rand and H

um
ble.

Paulette C
lark

Junction C
ity, K

S

I A
m

 th
e G

reat H
orse by K

atherine R
oberts

H
istorical Fiction/A

ction
C

hicken H
ouse, 2006, 401 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 0-439-82163-0

A
lexander the G

reat w
as a m

ighty conqueror and a pow
erful w

arrior. Little is know
n

about him
 personally. Perhaps that m

ight be different if his greatest friend could tell his
story. T

hat is the prem
ise behind R

oberts’ I A
m

 the G
reat H

orse . A
lexander’s story is

told by his pow
erful horse, B

ucephalas.

A
fter B

ucephalas kills his first m
aster, he is shipped north to be sold in M

acedonia. T
he

instant A
lexander sits on his back, their fates are forever intertw

ined. B
ucephalas and

A
lexander ride into battle, cutting dow

n all w
ho oppose them

. N
ever far from

 their side
is the groom

, C
harm

. Like B
ucephalas, w

ho sees ghosts in one eye, C
harm

, too, has
m

any secrets. She often acts as A
le xander’s conscience, questioning his self-proclaim

ed
role of liberator and hero. T

he reader is often left w
ondering w

ho is right, a question
our equine narrator never totally answ

ers.

I A
m

 the G
reat H

orse is an exciting look at one of the w
orld’s great m

ilitary leader s.
R

oberts’ approach allow
s the reader to revel in the battles w

hile still being able to see
the negative consequences of A

lexander’s conquests.
K

arolinde Young
M

anhattan, K
S
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M
ergers by Steven L. Layne

 R
acial Intolerance/Leadership

Pelican Publishing, 2 006, 206 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
: 1589801830

In a w
orld w

here all races have been blended into one, D
irk, M

ateo, N
icci, and K

eiko
are unique. In addition to their supernatural abilities, they’ve retained their ethnic
features, and that’s w

hy Senator B
roogue w

ill stop at nothing to destroy them
. T

he
M

erger, a vision of utopia originally designed to abolish racial differences and elim
i-

nate conflict, has becom
e a nightm

are of reality that only D
irk and his friends have the

ability to reverse. W
ith the help of a m

ysterious trio of Elders w
hose ethnicity and

abilities m
irror those of the teens, D

irk and his friends refine their abilities and prepare
to step back in tim

e to m
eet Senator B

roogue and prevent him
 from

 ever setting the
M

erger into m
otion.

T
he characters are w

ell-crafted, likeable and vivid; adolescent readers are sure to iden-
tify w

ith them
. Layne w

eaves a fantastic story full of action and tender m
om

ents,
conflict and team

w
ork. Engaging to reluctant and avid readers alike, M

ergers  blends
science fiction, fantasy, and our all-too-hum

an struggles—
providing a story that reso-

nates from
 beginning to end.

R
achel Lance

Elgin, IL

P
rivate by K

ate B
rian

 C
om

ing of A
ge/Suspense

Sim
on Pulse, 2006, 227 pp., $8.99

 ISB
N

: 13: 978-1-4269-1873-8

R
eed B

rennan has w
on a scholarship to Easton A

cadem
y. She has dream

ed of this
m

om
ent w

hen she can escape her gray, suburban life and her alcoholic, prescription
drug dependent m

other. W
hen her kind, good-hearted father drives their dented Subaru

onto the m
anicured cam

pus, R
eed has a m

om
ent of m

isgiving. B
ut seeing this as her

only hope, she puts on a brave face and says good-bye.

T
his is the story of a young girl’s attem

pt to escape her painful w
orld and find her place

in a privileged one. A
s R

eed tries to break into the inner circle of the m
ost elite group

on cam
pus, she finds she m

ust choose betw
een the new

 love in her life and the hope of
becom

ing one of the B
illings G

irls. B
etter suited to high school readers, this first book

in a series left m
e in com

plete suspense about the choices R
eed w

ill m
ake, the disap-

pearance of her boyfriend, and the cerem
ony that could change her life. R

eading the
sequel is a m

ust!
V

icki Sherbert
W

akefield, K
S

T
h
e M

u
rder of B

in
dy M

acK
en

zie by Jaclyn M
oriarty

M
ystery

A
rthur A

. Levine B
ooks, 2006, 494 pp., $ 16.99

ISB
N

: 0-439-74051-7

B
indy M

acK
enzie can do no w

rong. She is in the top of her class, notices everything
around her, and offers self-help sessions for her fellow

 students. B
indy is the last per-

son w
ho needs a friendship and developm

ent class. H
er fellow

 classm
ates take on the

personality of vicious anim
als, and her too A

m
erican teacher is too m

uch to deal w
ith.

Life couldn’t be w
orse, until it gets w

orse.

T
he m

ystery behind tw
o teachers’ argum

ents, the enigm
atic and cute Finnegan B

londe,
and her ow

n fam
ily’s hidden secrets unfold as B

indy tells her story through m
em

os,
ponderings, letters, and her ever present electronic journal. M

ore m
ysterious are the

changes w
ithin B

indy herself. Is she being poisoned? O
r is she just losing her m

ind?

M
oriarty spins a fascinating story of an overachiever forced to deal w

ith her ow
n lim

i-
tations, at the sam

e tim
e presenting an intriguing m

ystery. N
ot until the end are all of

the m
ysteries revealed. A

n excellent book for upper m
iddle school and high school.

K
arolinde Young
M

anhattan, K
S

P
u
cker by M

elanie G
ideon

Fantasy
R

azorbill, 2006, 273 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 1595140557

B
urn victim

 T
hom

as G
ale is ignored by his classm

ates and referred to as “Pucker.”
N

ow
, his closest friend is his dying m

other. A
s T

hom
as’ m

other is facing her last days,
she asks him

 a favor. T
hom

as m
ust find a cure for his m

other’s illness in Isaura—
the

hom
e dim

ension from
 w

hich they w
ere banished years ago.

A
s T

hom
as cons his w

ay back into Isaura, som
ething extraordinary happens—

he is
healed of his w

ounds. People finally notice him
 w

ithout disgust. T
hom

as enjoys the
attention and starts having trouble deciding how

 to use his tim
e. D

oes he w
ant to stay

in Isaura and have friends, or should he be searching for his m
other’s cure? H

is deceit
gets dangerous as he starts to arouse suspicion. N

ow
, T

hom
as and his new

 friends are
facing danger, and he m

ust m
ake the right choice—

fast.

M
elanie G

ideon w
rites a gripping tale on redem

ption, love, and the blessing of the
unknow

n future. R
eaders w

ill w
alk aw

ay from
 this book inspired to live life fearlessly.

Patrick M
cG

rath
B

artlett, IL
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Split Screen
 by B

rent H
artinger

 G
ay/Lesbian R

elationships/Friendships
H

arperTem
pest, 2007, 304 pp., $16.99

 ISB
N

: 0-06-082408-5

Split screen refers to m
ore than a visual effect as this novel is a flip-the-book. T

he plot
is told from

 tw
o points of view

—
R
ussel M

iddlebrook and his best friend M
in W

ei, 16-
year-olds w

ho sign on as extras in the locally film
ed version of A

ttack of the Soul-
Suckin

g B
rain

 Z
om

bies, w
hich is also the title of R

ussel’s tale. M
in w

rites of her adven-
tures in B

ride of the Soul-Suckin
g B

rain
 Z

om
bies, w

hich the reader finds by flipping
over R

ussel’s story.

T
hese tw

o intelligent and sensitive characters, along w
ith their other pals previously

created the secret gay-straight alliance at R
obert I. G

oodkind H
igh School the year

before; that story w
as told in H

artinger’s aw
ard-w

inning G
eography C

lub. T
he film

ing
provides students from

 other schools w
ho also act as extras playing norm

al high school
students w

ho gradually m
orph into zom

bies. T
he setting provides the backdrop for

teen rom
ance, adolescent treachery, prejudice, and resolution. H

artinger has another
w

inner in this w
ell-w

ritten and often poignant story.
Judith A

. H
ayn

Little R
ock, A

R

T
h
e U

n
resolved by T.K

. W
elsh

H
istorical Fiction/G

hosts/R
om

ance/Prejudice
D

utton B
ooks, 2006, 149 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 0-525-47731-4

In an interesting tw
ist for historical fiction, T.K

. W
elsh’s first young adult novel, T

he
U

n
resolved , develops a tale of rom

ance told from
 the point of view

 of a ghost, a victim
of the true-life burning and sinking of the steam

ship the G
eneral Slocum

 in N
ew

 York
C

ity’s East R
iver in June 1904.

In the novel, the steam
ship fire is started after our protagonist, 15-year-old M

allory,
receives her first kiss from

 a young m
an. H

e attem
pts to sa ve her, but the ship’s lifejackets

are rotten (a historically accurate detail), and she drow
ns after he pushes her into the

w
ater. H

e survives, only to be blam
ed for causing the fir e, and our now

 ghostly narrator
cannot rest until justice is done.

N
o doubt m

any adolescents w
ill enjoy this blend of rom

ance and the supernatural set
against the backdrop of an A

m
erican tragedy that is often overlooked.F. Todd G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S

Trigger by Susan Vaught
Suicide

B
loom

sbury, 2006, 262 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 1-58234-920-7

Jersey H
atch can’t rem

em
ber the past tw

o years. H
e can’t rem

em
ber w

hy he’s blind in
one eye, w

hy his once-athletic body no longer w
orks quite right, and m

ost of all, w
hat

happened the night he w
as shot. T

he night he shot him
self. A

fter m
onths of rehabilita-

tion, Jersey returns hom
e, sending him

 on a quest to find the answ
er to w

hat m
ade him

pull the trigger.

Told in the stilted language of a young m
an w

ho cannot control his thoughts and
speech, Jersey’s story unfolds through the help of his childhood neighbors: M

am
a

R
ush, Leza, and finally, his ex-best friend, Todd. A

long the w
ay, he m

ust also face and
accept the im

pact his actions had on his ow
n fam

ily.

A
lthough not a conventional m

ystery, this book keeps the reader guessing and w
onder-

ing w
hat drove this once seem

ingly perfect boy to attem
pt the ultim

ate act. Jersey’s
story is not one that w

ill quickly be forgotten.
R

obyn Seglem
O

lathe, K
S

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et


