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Defending Books:
A Title Index

“. . . It takes a village to raise a child, but it takes only one complaint to raze a curriculum.”
                                                               —Reid & Neufeld 1999, p.1

It is imperative, for ex-

ample, that they have

written rationales avail-

able to parents and the

community for each book

taught in a classroom,

although no books should

be required reading.

Back in the winter of 1993, I contributed an
article, “Defending Books: A Title Index,” to
The ALAN Review, encouraging teachers to find

reviews and write their own rationales for books using
ideas from the published ones (Sacco1993). A ratio-
nale is defined by Jean Brown and Elaine Stephens
(1994) as the articulation of reasons for using a
particular literary work, film, or teaching method (1).
The sources of book rationales in that 1993 article are
presently out of print even though they are still very
useful and should not be weeded from teacher or
library collections. It appears from examining the
reports of book challenges by Charlie Suhor and Millie
Davis that books with rationales sent by NCTE are
more likely not to be banned than
those that do not have rationales
although empirical data on this
likelihood are not currently avail-
able.

Since that 1993 piece of mine,
many excellent, newer sources of
rationales have come into print of
challenged and/or more recently
published books. Therefore, I
prepared an up-to-date title index
(see Appendix A, An Index to
Rationales) to the best sources of
rationales presently in print to help
educators locate rationales and to
assist them in writing their own

before the censor appears. The titles that comprise the
index are predominately young adult fiction with
classics and a few films, plays, poetry books, and
nonfiction. For the sake of brevity, the children’s
books have not been indexed as well as an additional
700 or more rationales that are available from the
National Council of Teachers of English when a
challenge occurs. New rationales are frequently added
to NCTE’s database. Every teacher and educator
should become familiar with the rationales indexed
and documents at the NCTE’s Anti-Censorship Center
website as well as American Library Associations’
Intellectual Freedom Manual (2006). An educator does
not have to be an NCTE member to go to NCTE’s

website and fill out the “Report A
Censorship Incident Form” to report
a censorship problem or call 1-800-
369-6283, ext. 3634 to get the
excellent assistance of Millie Davis,
NCTE Director of Communications
and Affiliate Services, if films and
videos, teaching methods, or
literary works are challenged.

I continue to help as many as
twenty teachers each year with
censorship challenges, but only one
teacher in the past five years was
prepared with written rationale.
Teachers are well-advised to be
proactive as they select the litera-
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Once a book is used in

classroom teaching, teach-

ers should collect student

work to prove that their

educational objectives

were achieved. All this

information should be put

in a file to defend the

book if it is challenged.

ture that enters their classrooms and may also find
themselves better prepared to teach. It is imperative,
for example, that they have written rationales avail-
able to parents and the community for each book
taught in a classroom, although no books should be
required reading. Students should be able to select
their reading from an approved English department
book list. The instructional materials should be

selected to meet the
written educational
objectives and philosophy
of the English department
as well as specific literary
criteria stated on an
evaluation form. Each
member of the English
department should read
and evaluate each book
and sign and date the
evaluation form. In point
of fact, Don Gallo once
recounted the experience
of a Connecticut curricu-
lum specialist who suc-
cessfully defended Bridge
to Terabithia by using

evaluations forms to prove that teachers judiciously
selected the book for classroom teaching.

If a book is selected for use, all available ration-
ales, photocopies of the reviews that recommend the
book and entries of the books in recommended
bibliographies should be collected. Once a book is
used in classroom teaching, teachers should collect
student work to prove that their educational objectives
were achieved. All this information should be put in a
file to defend the book if it is challenged. Additionally,
since teachers with censorship problems are vulner-
able to being formally reprimanded, educators should
insist that their teachers’ union put an academic
freedom clause in their teaching contracts prohibiting
reprimands from being placed in their personnel files
if they receive a censorship challenge. Instructional
materials policies must be written stating that the
complainant must prove in writing that the material
challenged is inappropriate to insure intellectual
freedom.

Writing Rationales

Ken Donelson (1991) gives his usual wisdom to
educators when he suggests that one of the best
rationales for writing rationales is that “they force
teachers to write and have their writing available to
the public.” He insists that a good rationale answers
the following questions:
(1) Why would you want to use this work with this

class at this time?
(2) How do you believe this work will meet your

announced objectives?
(3) What problems of style, texture, tone, and theme

exist for students in reading this work and how will
you meet those problems?

(4) Assuming that the objectives are met, how will the
students be different for having read and discussed
this work? (18)

Additionally, there are numerous resources, articles
about rationales with forms for teachers to fill in to
write rationales and examples to help them write a
rationale at NCTE’s Anti-Censorship Center.

Recommended Sources of Rationales

The resources that are annotated over the follow-
ing pages should be purchased and made available to
teachers in English departments and/or school
libraries not only because they are examples of
excellent defenses of books but also because they can
be used to get ideas to defend similar works or works
by the same author. For example, when I write a letter
to defend the use of the offensive “n-word,” in school
literature, I have found individual essays defending
Mark Twain’s The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn
written by Jack M. Kean (1993) and Arlene Harris
Mitchell (1993) in Nicholas Karolides, Lee Burress and
John M. Kean’s (1993) Censored Books: Critical
Viewpoints to be very useful. Additionally, there are
many valid arguments in these sources that educators
can use to defend intellectual freedom. Educators
should think of well-written rationales as food for the
brain. The various writing styles used in the individual
sources to defend books illustrate that there is no one
best way to write an effective rationale.
(CD1) Rationales for Challenged Books, Vol.1. (CD-

ROM). Urbana, IL: The National Council of
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Teachers of English and The International
Reading Association, 1998. (NCTE, 1111 W.
Kenyon Rd., Urbana, Il 61801, No. 38276
members: $29.95; nonmembers: $39.95)

(CD2) Rationales for Challenged Books, Vol.2. (CD-
ROM). Urbana, IL: The National Council of
Teachers of English, 2005. (No. 73314 mem-
bers: $29.95; nonmembers: $39.95)

In 1995, NCTE and SLATE devised a plan to
collect rationales for educators. I made a presentation
to the Standing Committee Against Censorship and
SLATE suggesting the necessity of creating a database
of rationales and offering the services of Miami
University young adult literature students to contribute
to the collection. M. Jerry Weiss solicited donations
from publishers so the rationales would be available to
teachers for a modest price. Rationales for Challenged
Books, Vol. 1 consists of over 200 rationales of over
170 books and film titles appropriate for young adults.
All titles are arranged alphabetically. Miami University
young adult literature students wrote most of the
rationales. Rationales vary in length from three to over
twenty pages. There are a few children’s books,
nonfiction, and films in the collection. Rationales
usually contain an introduction that identifies awards
won by the book or author; suggestion of youngest
age or grade level that the book is appropriate for with
an APA citation; summary of the book, theoretical and
redeeming values of the book; teaching objectives;
lesson plans; why the book is controversial, why the
book should not be banned; annotated alternative
books, information about the author, and references.

In Rationales for Challenged Books, Vol. 2, 112
rationales are arranged alphabetically by title and
written by Jocelyn Chadwick’s Harvard University
School of Education graduate students and Miami
University young adult literature students. The
collection consists of less-known and well-known
young adult titles and classics that may be used in
middle and high schools. Each three- to four-page
rationale frequently includes intended audience of the
work; a brief plot summary, potential objections to the
work and advice on how to address such objections;
list of reviews of the work and awards, if any, it has
received, and usually alternative works are suggested.
In addition, valuable resources are provided such as
NCTE Guidelines on Censorship & Intellectual Free-

dom, a form for writing your own rationales, and a
sample presentation to a school board in defense of a
challenged book.
(CB1) Karolides, Nicholas J., Burress, Lee & Kean,

John M. (Eds.). Censored Books: Critical
Viewpoints. Metuchen, N.J.: Scarecrow Press,
1995. (ISBN 0-8108-4038-3 $44.50 pap.)

(CB2) Karolides, Nicholas J. (Ed.). Censored Books
II: Critical Viewpoints, 1985-2000. Lanham,
MD: Scarecrow Press, 2002. (Scarecrow Press,
4720 Boston Way, Lanham, MD 20706, ISBN
0-08108-4147-9 $48.)

Both editions contain scholarly rationales of often
challenged poetry, nonfiction, and/or fiction for
children and young adults that are frequently taught in
schools. The rationales are well-written by acclaimed
authors, librarians, and/or scholar teachers and
illustrate several ways to write an effective defense of
books. There are several rationales written by the
authors of the frequently censored books. The brief
essays address why the books are challenged and the
outcomes and gives specific reasons why the books
should not be banned. Censored Books: Critical
Viewpoints covers controversial books challenged
during the years from 1950 to 1985 and is comprised
of two parts. Part I consists of essays by noted authors
on perspectives on censorship by omission and
commission; and Part II is composed of 63 rationales
in alphabetical order. Censored Books II includes
rationales of the most challenged books available to
children and young adults from1985 to 2000 and
consists of an excellent foreword by Nat Hentoff and
65 rationales that include five series titles. The
rationales are in alphabetical order with an index of
authors and titles in one alphabet.
(RCM) Reid, Louann (Ed.). Rationales for Challenged

Materials. Fort Collins: CO: The Colorado
Language Arts, 1987. (Louann Reid, English
Department, Colorado State University, Fort
Collins, CO 80523-1773 $8).

The purpose of Rationales for Challenged Materi-
als is to help teachers select and defend good books
and films for young adults. Educators contributed 25
well-written rationales of books that would appeal to
and benefit young adults. Each article contains
bibliographic information; intended audience, a
summary of the work, relationship of the material to
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the educational program, impact on readers; potential
problems with the work and ways to address them;
references used; and alternative works. Articles about
censorship and resources for combating censorship are
included. In one article, Reid suggests and annotates
the following novels that can be used singly or as
pairs or groups to teach young adults about censor-
ship: Fahrenheit 451, The Day They Came to Arrest the
Book, Memoirs of a Bookbat, A Small Civil War, and
The Last Safe Place on Earth.
(HLC) Becker, Beverley C. & Stan, Susan M. Hit List

for Children 2: Frequently Challenged Books.
2nd Ed. Chicago, IL: American Library Asso-
ciation, 2002. (ALA, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago,
Il 60611, ISBN 0-8389-0830-6 nonmember $25,
member $22.50).

(HLYA) Lesesne, Teri S. & Chance, Rosemary. Hit List
for Young Adults 2: Frequently Challenged
Books. Chicago, IL: American Library Associa-
tion, 2002. (ISBN 0-8389-0835-7 members
$22.50 nonmembers $25.)

Both of these publications of the ALA’s Office for
Intellectual Freedom contain rationales of the most
commonly challenged books appropriate for young
adults and/or children and update the previous out-of-
print editions, Hit List for Children: Frequently Chal-
lenged Books (1996) and Hit List: Frequently Chal-
lenged Books for Young Adults (1996). Hit List for
Children 2 offers suggestions for protecting 24 books,
which includes two series and is arranged in alpha-
betical order by author. In Hit List for Young Adults 2
the editors suggest how to protect 20 books and the
essays are arranged in alphabetical order by title. Each
entry in both books gives full bibliographical informa-
tion and range in length from 1–4 pages. The essays
include a summary of the challenged book with
information that defends the use of the book in the
curriculum or library; a history of its censorship with
results; reviews of the book; articles about the book;
background articles; references about the author; and
sources recommending the book. An appendix in Hit
List for Children 2 informs the reader what ALA does
to help librarians. Hit List for Young Adults 2 has the
following invaluable appendixes: reference works
about authors, resources recommending challenged
books, selected recent books on intellectual freedom,
internet sites of intellectual freedom advocates,
internet guides to intellectual freedom, tips for dealing

with censorship and selection, how to write a book
rationale by Gloria Pipkin, the Library Bill of Rights,
and ALA’s statement, The Freedom to Read.
(RTYAL) Reid, Louann, & Neufeld, Jamie Hayes

(Eds.) Rationales for Teaching Young Adult
Literature. Portsmouth, NH: Boyton/Cook,
1999. (Heinemann, P. O. Box 6926, Ports-
mouth, NH 03802-6926, ISBN 1-693056-04-X
$23.)

Contains 22 excellent rationales of worthwhile
books for young adults arranged in alphabetical order
and recommended for classroom teaching. Each
rationale contains bibliographic information, an
excerpt from the book, intended audience, summary
and relationship of the material to the program,
impact on readers, potential problems with the work
and ways to address them, references, and alternative
works. The thought-provoking introduction and
afterword should be read by all in-service and pre-
service teachers. Additionally, there is an author index
of titles mentioned in the text and an index of ration-
ales by recommended grade level and theme.

In addition, educators have so many other
invaluable resources that can be used for defending
individual works and/or justifying the use of young
adult literature in the classroom such as From Hinton
to Hamlet: Building Bridges Between Young Adult
Literature and the Classics (Hertz and Gallo 2005),
Adolescent Literature as a Complement to the Classics
series (Kaywell 1993-2000), Reading Their World: the
Young Adult Novel in the Classroom (Monseau and
Salvner 2000), Interpreting Young Adult Literature:
Literary Theory in the Secondary Classroom (Moore
1997), Teaching Banned Book (Scales 2001) and
Adolescents in the Search for Meaning: Tapping the
Powerful Resource for Stories (Warner 2006). These
excellent resources should be in every English depart-
ment library.

A chart of previously challenged books and the
sources for their rationales follows.

Margot T. Sacco is an associate professor in the Depart-
ment of Teacher Education, at Miami University of Ohio.
She has been teaching Adolescent Literature for 33 years
and has been a member of ALAN since its beginning. She
was a member of the Standing Committee against
Censorship for three terms. Her publications have ap-
peared in The ALAN Review, The ALAN Newsletter,
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Computers in Libraries, Emergency Librarian, Preserving
Intellectual Freedom, Writers for Young Adults, Vol 3,
Ohio Media Spectrum, ERIC: Resources in Education, and
Focus: Teaching English Language Arts. She is a contribu-
tor to Rationales for Challenged Books, Vol. 1 & 2 (CD-
R0M) (NCTE).
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