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B
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g U
p by A
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an
G
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ovel/Popularity/R

om
ance

Scholastic, 2007, 19 1 pp., $8.99
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-439-74867-4

C
hloe begins her junior year w

ith her three best friends, expecting a year sim
ilar to previ-

ous ones. H
ow

ever, the girls’ friendship drastically changes w
hen one seeks extrem

e popu-
larity, another w

restles a boyfriend’s unw
anted intim

acy dem
ands, and one battles over-

protective parents. C
hloe falls for the school nerd w

ho is talented, intelligent, and kind,
but hides their relationship for fear of ostracism

.

N
aturally, these situations becom

e increasingly com
plicated and divisive, leading to the

girls’ friendship im
plosion and C

hloe’s realization that m
aturity brings m

any changes.
W

hile all resolve their problem
s, the girls realize their friendship is changed and it, too,

m
ust evolve to rem

ain intact.

T
his graphic novel, draw

n and narrated by C
hloe, nails high school experiences through

its expressive, dynam
ic illustrations w

ith characters’ secret thoughts and im
agined sce-

narios being appropriately hilarious or poignant. A
lthough the plot is fam

iliar w
ith events

foreseen, the graphic form
at m

akes it engrossing and highlights its valuable m
essages.

Lisa A
. H

azlett
Verm

illion, SD

C
aptives by Tom

 Pow
Fam

ily/Survival
R

oaring B
rook Press, 2007, 185 pp., $17.95

ISB
N

-13: 978-1-59643-201-7

Tom
 Pow

’s book, C
aptives, throw

s us in a w
orld of exotic jungles as w

e follow
 the

reflective narratives of tw
o tourists, a son and father, w

ho w
ere captured by rebels. T

he
depiction of the rebels, w

ho hope to change the governm
ent’s influence on the eco-

nom
ic destruction caused by big com

panies, becom
es an intim

ate experience for both
the characters and the reader.

Pow
’s tw

o-part story—
one from

 the father’s perspective and the second from
 the son—

allow
 for all of the gaps to be filled in. C

aptives challenge the ideas of a fam
ily and how

,
through tough situations, it is fam

ily w
ho sticks next to you. D

espite know
ing the

clim
actic end to the story from

 the prologue, C
aptives offers a page-turning experience

w
ondering w

hat w
ill happen to the captured hostages as they venture through the

jungle.
A

dam
 H

ofer
B

rookville, IN

D
airy Q

u
een

 by C
atherine G

ilbert M
urdock

Fam
ily/R

om
ance

H
oughton M

ifflin, 2006, 275 pp., $16.00
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-618-68307-9

D
.J. Schw

enk has alw
ays done as she’s told. W

hen her older brothers left hom
e after a

fam
ily fight, she let it happen. W

hen her father had surgery, she took over the fam
ily

farm
. A

nd w
hen B

rian N
elson, quarterback of R

ed B
end’s rival football team

, begins
w

orking at her farm
 . . . she falls in love.

W
hen B

rian first show
s up at Schw

enk Farm
, D

.J. is disgusted, but as the tw
o w

ork
together, they confide in each other. Soon, they becom

e m
uch m

ore than friends; how
-

ever, D
.J. strains her new

 relationship w
ith B

rian, and w
ith her fam

ily, w
hen she m

akes
the R

ed B
end football team

.

R
eaders w

ill fall in love w
ith D

.J.’s hum
or and w

ill relate w
ell to her em

otional epipha-
nies. W

hile initially slow
-paced, the story becom

es quite interesting as it progresses.
For those w

ho think that sm
all-tow

n life is dull, D
airy Q

ueen
 w

ill offer a new
 perspec-

tive.
M

egan C
allahan

B
artlett, IL

D
iary of a W

im
py K

id by Jeff K
inney

Loyalty/Fam
ily/H

um
or

A
bram

s/A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2007, 224 pp., $14.95

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-8109-9313-6

D
iary of a W

im
py K

id is im
m

ediately described as a “novel in cartoons,” and that it is.
Jeff K

inney transform
s his popular w

eb com
ic of the sam

e nam
e, into a great young

adult novel.

G
reg H

effley, the w
im

py kid, begins by telling us that by no m
eans is w

hat w
e are about

to read a diary; it is a journal. H
e gives us insight into an entire year of his life including

everything from
 w

restling class to trick or treating w
ith his little brother, and of course

hilarity ensues. T
his book is definitely m

eant to tickle the funny bones inside all of us.
T

hem
es include friendship, loyalty, and fam

ily, w
hich are all relevant young adult

topics. T
his book is great because it takes these them

es and gives them
 a tw

ist of
hum

or that any young reader is sure to enjoy.
M

att O
ldenburg

M
uncie, IN
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Fragm
en

ts by Jeffery W
. Johnston

Suicide/Social Issues/Sexual A
buse

Sim
on Pulse, 2007, 204 pp., $6.99

ISB
N

-13: 978-1-4169-2486-9

C
hase is the only survivor of a terrible accident. H

e has partial am
nesia of the incident,

but it com
es to him

 in fragm
ents. A

fter grueling and stressful days at school, he sees a
psychiatrist to help him

 cope and rem
em

ber.

B
efore the accident, he tried to com

m
it suicide because he w

as told to “do it” by a
m

ysterious voice. M
em

ories about his brother, B
en, haunt him

 w
hile rem

em
bering bits

and pieces of the accident. B
en appears in and out of his life, as if he w

ere just having
m

em
ory flashbacks. A

s C
hase rem

em
bers m

ore and m
ore, he uncovers a horrible m

em
ory

that w
ill haunt him

 forever.

Fragm
en

ts is a captivating story of a teenager w
ho goes through social issues in school,

suicide, death of people close to him
, and sexual abuse. Johnston keeps you glued to

your seat w
ith this unforgettable page-turner.

Sarah A
. G

ale
M

uncie, IN

A
 Frien

dsh
ip for Today by Patricia C

. M
cK

issack
Friendship/Tolerance

Scholastic, 2007, 176 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-439-66098-3

R
osem

ary Patterson is the fictionalized version of the author; she is one of tw
o black

children routed to a previously w
hite elem

entary school for sixth grade w
hen integra-

tion is ordered by the Suprem
e C

ourt in 1954. T
he other is her best friend, J. J. Stenson,

so R
osem

ary is confident she is ready for w
hat’s ahead. H

ow
ever, J. J. contracts polio

over the sum
m

er and cannot be there as her supporter.

R
osem

ary is spunky, proud, and unafraid of anything, except the separation of her
parents as her father leaves hom

e for another w
om

an. M
am

a, how
ever, possesses the

com
m

on sense, courage, and inner strength to keep R
osem

ary’s life in as m
uch balance

as possible.

M
cK

issack has w
ritten an uplifting story she fictionalized in every w

ay, except for the
cat R

ags, w
ho had been left abandoned in the street after being hit. R

osem
ary insists

the badly injured cat w
ill live, and w

ith the strength and w
ill to survive that both have,

they inevitably do.
Judith H

ayn
Little R

ock, A
R

G
am

es: A
 Tale of Tw

o B
u
llies by C

arol G
orm

an
B

ullying
H

arper C
ollins Publishers, 2007, 279 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-06-057027-9

M
ick Sullivan and B

oot Q
uinn, 8th-grade rivals, know

 just w
hich taunts to fling to

provoke each other. A
fter tw

o fights in the first w
eek of school, a yearlong battle w

as
set to begin. B

ut neither boy counted on new
 principal, M

r. M
addox. H

e “sentences”
the boys to spend one and a half hours each day playing gam

es together, unsupervised,
in his office. W

ith each boy determ
ined to w

in, the conflicts m
ove beyond the gam

e
table and into the w

orld outside of school. B
ut som

ew
here along the w

ay, they get to
know

 each other’s deepest fears. U
nintentionally, they becom

e rescuers for each other.

G
orm

an addresses bullying by giving us a glim
pse of both characters’ inner struggles.

A
s w

e get to know
 M

ick and B
oot, the boys also get to know

 them
selves. O

nce this self-
revelation is under w

ay, each boy discovers the personal conflicts at the root of their
behaviors. T

his book is a w
onderful springboard for discussion w

ith adolescents.
V

icki Sherbert
W

akefield, K
S

H
arlem

 Su
m

m
er by W

alter D
ean M

yers
H

arlem
 R

enaissance
Scholastic, 2007, 176 pp., $15.99

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-439-36843-8

H
arlem

 Sum
m

er is the raucous story of 16-year-old M
ark Purvis; the year is 1925, and

he has the sum
m

er to fill w
ith adventure. M

ark’s brother, M
att, is heading off to col-

lege; D
addy w

orks as a handym
an, w

hile M
am

a tries to corral her three m
en into good

behavior.

M
ark goes to w

ork at T
he C

risis, published by the m
an w

ho believes in the concept of
the N

ew
 N

egro, W
illiam

 E. B. D
uB

ois. M
ark m

akes friends w
ith the literary editor,

Jessie Fauset, and Langston H
ughes, C

ountee C
ullen, A

lfred K
nopf and m

ore—
m

any of
the contributors to the H

arlem
 R

enaissance. A
t the sam

e tim
e, he becom

es involved
w

ith running illegal w
hiskey. H

is dream
 to be a jazz m

usician has led him
 to an un-

healthy relationship w
ith Fats W

aller, the fam
ous blues pianist.

M
ark learns, like all of us, that m

aking choices has consequences. T
his book is a page-

turner, rich in historical detail.
Judith A

. H
ayn

Little R
ock, A

R
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Lost It by K
risten Tracy

Sex/Identity/Fam
ily

Sim
on Pulse, 2 007, 276 pp., $6.99

ISB
N

-13: 978-1-4169-3475-2

Lost It w
ill have readers falling in love w

ith the captivating and seem
ingly real-life story

of the m
ain character, Tess, w

ho has her first sexual experiences w
ith her older boy-

friend, loses her best friend to her therapist aunt due to a poodle explosion incident,
and is dealing w

ith her parents suddenly leaving for a w
ilderness survival cam

p in the
m

iddle of a U
tah dessert. W

hile Tess often finds herself in questionable scenarios that
are a bit out of control or out of her hands altogether, she also learns to let go of her
fears and allow

s herself to grow
 in her m

istakes, leading her into the right direction of
becom

ing a young w
om

an. K
risten Tracy has a very successful w

ay of getting inside the
head of a teenage girl, and she has the reader feeling as if he or she is right there w

ith
Tess, experiencing everything w

ith her.
K

arena N
edza

M
edaryville, IN

T
h
e R

ise of th
e B

lack W
olf: G

rey G
riffin

s B
ook 2

Fantasy/Supernatural
by D

erek B
enz and J. S. Le w

is
O

rchard B
ooks, 2007, 320 pp., $12.99

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-439-83774-3

T
he G

rey G
riffins (M

ax, H
arley, Ernie and N

atalia) are invited to spend C
hristm

as
break w

ith M
ax’s dad in Scotland, w

here they experience m
ore dangerous encounters

w
ith the B

lack W
itch (M

organ LeFay) and her m
inion, led by the Lord of the B

lack
W

olves. A
ccording to legend, w

hoever possesses the Spear of R
agnarok w

ill control the
w

orld and w
reak havoc from

 the underw
orld. T

he G
rey G

riffins m
ust locate the spear

and offer it as paym
ent for M

ax’s dad, w
ho has been kidnapped. T

he G
riffins are

pursued across Scotland through portals that transport them
 to G

erm
any, Iceland, and

several hinterland environm
ents. M

ax puts his life and the lives of his pals on the line
to save his dad, only to discover that things are not as they should be.

Young readers w
ho enjoy the supernatural w

ill encounter goblins, w
olf-like soldiers,

w
erew

olves, V
lad D

racular, M
organ LeFay, deceitful adults once trusted by the G

riffins,
and a m

yriad of environm
ents from

 m
ud-sucking bogs, portals, ice cities, and a virtual

library.
Linda B

roughton
K

ennesaw
, G

A

T
h
e Secrets of Peach

es by Jodi Lynn A
nderson

Friendship
H

arper C
ollins, 2007, 297 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-06-073308-7

D
arlington Peach O

rchard, inauguration grounds for a tenacious friendship betw
een a

trio of girls w
ho spent a sum

m
er pulling peaches from

 the branches of its trees. T
his

book picks up w
here the girls ended their sum

m
er in the prequel Peaches .

A
s M

urphey, Leeda, and B
irdee approach graduation, they realize the next step of their

lives m
ay not be as easily im

plem
ented as the form

ation of their friendship in the
orchard. M

urphey faces her dream
 of m

oving to N
ew

 York, Leeda faces the obstinacy of
her sick m

other, and B
irdie faces the idea of finding herself alone on the orchard. W

hile
the girls confront the issue of w

hat exactly the “next step” m
eans for them

, they tackle
the true m

eaning of relationships, friendships, and m
oving on.

T
his story is an inspiring read, w

ith w
ell-developed characters and a plot that m

ay send
you w

alking dow
n m

em
ory lane, or perhaps cause you to think that som

e endings are
m

erely just new
 beginnings.

Lindsey D
ew

eese
M

uncie, IN

Sh
ark G

irl by K
elly B

ingham
Physical Loss/C

ourage
C

andlew
ick, 2007, 288 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-7636-3207-6

Jane A
rrow

ood loses m
ore than her arm

 in a shark attack—
she loses her spirit. O

nce a
15-year-old aspiring artist w

ho looked forw
ard to driving and dating, she now

 struggles
to define herself by w

hat is left, rather than by w
hat is m

issing. Each phantom
 pain of

her right arm
, how

ever, is a harrow
ing rem

inder that things w
ill never be the sam

e.
Jane has never seen the attack that w

as captured on video and sensationalized in the
m

edia, but m
em

ory of its preceding events haunt her every attem
pt to draw

, cook,
clean, and socialize again. It’s the infectious strength of a w

heelchair-bound ten-year-
old that finally helps Jane find hope in surprising places.

Jan
e’s you

n
g life—

scattered an
d scarred—

is pieced back togeth
er th

rou
gh

 K
elly

B
ingham

’s poignant collection of poetry, letters, conversations, and new
spaper articles.

T
he story is in the sam

e breath, sim
ple and profound. A

nyone w
ho has ever experi-

enced the stunning sorrow
 of unexpected loss w

ill relate to Jane’s slow
 and, at tim

es,
surly path to healing.

Jennifer Funk
M

anhattan, K
S
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21 P
rom

s, D
avid Levithan and D

aniel Ehr enhaft, eds.
Poetry/Short Stories/Play

Scholastic Point, 2007, 289 pp., $8.99
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-439-89029-8

T
his is a collection that includes one poem

, one play, and nineteen short stories about
one of the m

ost anticipated, or dreaded, events in the life of a high school student. T
he

stories range from
 the true to life to the outright fantasy, from

 heartbreaking to hilari-
ous, and they are told from

 every conceivable point of view
, girls, boys, and parents.

T
here are stories about courage, em

barrassm
ent, new

 found love, old friendships re-
new

ed, and father’s anxiety. T
his collection crosses the boundaries of race, social class,

age, and sexual orientation.

M
any of the stories could be used on their ow

n as supplem
ental m

aterial in various
units. I w

ould caution that sex, drugs, and course language are often part of the story,
but do not seem

 contrived in their usage.

A
t first glance, and by reading the title, I w

ould say this book w
ould appeal to teenage

girls, but having read the stories, m
any w

ould also appeal to the boys.R
honda B

ow
ser

M
atthew

s, IN

W
alkin

g on
 G

lass by A
lm

a Fullerton
D

eath/Suicide/D
epression

H
arperTem

pest, 2007, 131 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-0607-7851-4

T
his is a free-verse novel that tells the story of a teenage boy’s loss of his m

other. T
he

book is w
ritten as the boy’s journal as he is living through his m

other’s suicide at-
tem

pt. She is living in the hospital, but on life support, and he is facing a very tough
decision. W

ould it be m
urder to shut off the m

achines that are keeping his m
other

alive? H
is father is suffering from

 terrible depression and cannot m
ake the decision

him
self. H

is best friend, Jack, is turning into a juvenile delinquent, and he cannot
stand to be around Jack anym

ore. H
e dates a girl at his school, but she can’t help him

,
either. T

his book deals w
ith som

e very tough issues that soon teens have to face. It has
som

e questionable language and subject m
atter for use in a classroom

 setting.
M

ary C
ohoat

M
uncie, IN

W
ay D

ow
n
 D

eep by R
uth W

hite
M

ystery
Farrar, Straus and G

iroux, 2007, 208 pp., $16.00
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-374-38251-3

A
bandoned as a little girl in 1944 in the A

ppalachian tow
n of W

ay D
ow

n D
eep, W

est
V

irginia, R
uby June finds love and acceptance am

ong the tow
nsfolk. H

ow
ever, she

rem
ains haunted by the fact that her ow

n origins rem
ain a m

ystery. T
he pace of this

often funny story quickens w
hen she finds out that the truth behind her fam

ily history
w

ill soon be revealed. A
nd although she m

ust taste som
e “bitter berries” along the

w
ay, she eventually com

es to an understanding of w
ho she w

as before arriving in W
ay

D
ow

n D
eep and w

ho she is becom
in

g, all just in tim
e for her thirteenth birthday.

R
eaders w

ill enjoy m
aking the acquaintance of the kindly, som

ew
hat eccentric citizens

of W
ay D

ow
n (as the locals call it), w

hile the story of R
uby June prom

pts them
 to

consider issues such as kindness, belonging, and the m
eaning of fam

ily.K
evin K

ienholz
Em

poria, K
S

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et


