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Scholastic, 2007, 191 pp., $8.99

Breaking Up by Aimee Friedman Graphic Novel/Popularity/Romance

ISBN-13: 978-0-439-74867-4

Chloe begins her junior year with her three best friends, expecting a year similar to previ-
ous ones. However, the girls’ friendship drastically changes when one seeks extreme popu-
larity, another wrestles a boyfriend’s unwanted intimacy demands, and one battles over-
protective parents. Chloe falls for the school nerd who is talented, intelligent, and kind,
but hides their relationship for fear of ostracism.

Naturally, these situations become increasingly complicated and divisive, leading to the
girls’ friendship implosion and Chloe’s realization that maturity brings many changes.
While all resolve their problems, the girls realize their friendship is changed and it, too,
must evolve to remain intact.

This graphic novel, drawn and narrated by Chloe, nails high school experiences through
its expressive, dynamic illustrations with characters’ secret thoughts and imagined sce-
narios being appropriately hilarious or poignant. Although the plot is familiar with events
foreseen, the graphic format makes it engrossing and highlights its valuable messages.
Lisa A. Hazlett
Vermillion, SD

Roaring Brook Press, 2007, 185 pp., $17.95

Family/Survival
ISBN-13: 978-1-59643-201-7

Captives by Tom Pow

Tom Pow’s book, Captives, throws us in a world of exotic jungles as we follow the
reflective narratives of two tourists, a son and father, who were captured by rebels. The
depiction of the rebels, who hope to change the government’s influence on the eco-
nomic destruction caused by big companies, becomes an intimate experience for both
the characters and the reader.

Pow’s two-part story—one from the father’s perspective and the second from the son—
allow for all of the gaps to be filled in. Captives challenge the ideas of a family and how,
through tough situations, it is family who sticks next to you. Despite knowing the
climactic end to the story from the prologue, Captives offers a page-turning experience
wondering what will happen to the captured hostages as they venture through the
jungle.
Adam Hofer
Brookville, IN

Houghton Mifflin, 2006, 275 pp., $16.00

Dairy Queen by Catherine Gilbert Murdock Family/Romance

ISBN-13: 978-0-618-68307-9

D.J. Schwenk has always done as she’s told. When her older brothers left home after a
family fight, she let it happen. When her father had surgery, she took over the family
farm. And when Brian Nelson, quarterback of Red Bend’s rival football team, begins
working at her farm . . . she falls in love.

When Brian first shows up at Schwenk Farm, D.J. is disgusted, but as the two work
together, they confide in each other. Soon, they become much more than friends; how-
ever, D.J. strains her new relationship with Brian, and with her family, when she makes
the Red Bend football team.

Readers will fall in love with D.J.’s humor and will relate well to her emotional epipha-

nies. While initially slow-paced, the story becomes quite interesting as it progresses.

For those who think that small-town life is dull, Dairy Queen will offer a new perspec-
tive.

Megan Callahan

Bartlett, IL

Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney Loyalty/Family/Humor

Abrams/Amulet Books, 2007, 224 pp., $14.95 ISBN-13: 978-0-8109-9313-6

Diary of a Wimpy Kid is immediately described as a “novel in cartoons,” and that it is.
Jeff Kinney transforms his popular web comic of the same name, into a great young
adult novel.

Greg Heffley, the wimpy kid, begins by telling us that by no means is what we are about
to read a diary; it is a journal. He gives us insight into an entire year of his life including
everything from wrestling class to trick or treating with his little brother, and of course
hilarity ensues. This book is definitely meant to tickle the funny bones inside all of us.
Themes include friendship, loyalty, and family, which are all relevant young adult
topics. This book is great because it takes these themes and gives them a twist of
humor that any young reader is sure to enjoy.
Matt Oldenburg
Muncie, IN
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Simon Pulse, 2007, 204 pp., $6.99

Suicide/Social Issues/Sexual Abuse
ISBN-13: 978-1-4169-2486-9

Fragments by Jeffery W. Johnston

Chase is the only survivor of a terrible accident. He has partial amnesia of the incident,
but it comes to him in fragments. After grueling and stressful days at school, he sees a
psychiatrist to help him cope and remember.

Before the accident, he tried to commit suicide because he was told to “do it” by a
mysterious voice. Memories about his brother, Ben, haunt him while remembering bits
and pieces of the accident. Ben appears in and out of his life, as if he were just having
memory flashbacks. As Chase remembers more and more, he uncovers a horrible memory
that will haunt him forever.

Fragments is a captivating story of a teenager who goes through social issues in school,
suicide, death of people close to him, and sexual abuse. Johnston keeps you glued to
your seat with this unforgettable page-turner.

Sarah A. Gale

A Friendship for Today by Patricia C. McKissack Friendship/Tolerance

Scholastic, 2007, 176 pp., $16.99 ISBN-13: 978-0-439-66098-3

Rosemary Patterson is the fictionalized version of the author; she is one of two black
children routed to a previously white elementary school for sixth grade when integra-
tion is ordered by the Supreme Court in 1954. The other is her best friend, J. J. Stenson,
so Rosemary is confident she is ready for what’s ahead. However, J. J. contracts polio
over the summer and cannot be there as her supporter.

Rosemary is spunky, proud, and unafraid of anything, except the separation of her
parents as her father leaves home for another woman. Mama, however, possesses the
common sense, courage, and inner strength to keep Rosemary’s life in as much balance
as possible.

McKissack has written an uplifting story she fictionalized in every way, except for the
cat Rags, who had been left abandoned in the street after being hit. Rosemary insists
the badly injured cat will live, and with the strength and will to survive that both have,

Muncie, IN they inevitably do.
Judith Hayn
Little Rock, AR
Games: A Tale of Tiwo Bullies by Carol Gorman Bullying Harlem Summer by Walter Dean Myers Harlem Renaissance

Harper Collins Publishers, 2007, 279 pp., $16.99 ISBN-13: 978-0-06-057027-9

Mick Sullivan and Boot Quinn, 8th-grade rivals, know just which taunts to fling to
provoke each other. After two fights in the first week of school, a yearlong battle was
set to begin. But neither boy counted on new principal, Mr. Maddox. He “sentences”
the boys to spend one and a half hours each day playing games together, unsupervised,
in his office. With each boy determined to win, the conflicts move beyond the game
table and into the world outside of school. But somewhere along the way, they get to
know each other’s deepest fears. Unintentionally, they become rescuers for each other.

Gorman addresses bullying by giving us a glimpse of both characters’ inner struggles.
As we get to know Mick and Boot, the boys also get to know themselves. Once this self-
revelation is under way, each boy discovers the personal conflicts at the root of their
behaviors. This book is a wonderful springboard for discussion with adolescents.
Vicki Sherbert
Wakefield, KS

Scholastic, 2007, 176 pp., $15.99 ISBN-13: 978-0-439-36843-8

Harlem Summer is the raucous story of 16-year-old Mark Purvis; the year is 1925, and
he has the summer to fill with adventure. Mark’s brother, Matt, is heading off to col-
lege; Daddy works as a handyman, while Mama tries to corral her three men into good
behavior.

Mark goes to work at The Crisis, published by the man who believes in the concept of
the New Negro, William E. B. DuBois. Mark makes friends with the literary editor,
Jessie Fauset, and Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen, Alfred Knopf and more—many of
the contributors to the Harlem Renaissance. At the same time, he becomes involved
with running illegal whiskey. His dream to be a jazz musician has led him to an un-
healthy relationship with Fats Waller, the famous blues pianist.

Mark learns, like all of us, that making choices has consequences. This book is a page-
turner, rich in historical detail.
Judith A. Hayn
Little Rock, AR
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Simon Pulse, 2007, 276 pp., $6.99

Lost It by Kristen Tracy Sex/Identity/Family

ISBN-13: 978-1-4169-3475-2

Lost It will have readers falling in love with the captivating and seemingly real-life story
of the main character, Tess, who has her first sexual experiences with her older boy-
friend, loses her best friend to her therapist aunt due to a poodle explosion incident,
and is dealing with her parents suddenly leaving for a wilderness survival camp in the
middle of a Utah dessert. While Tess often finds herself in questionable scenarios that
are a bit out of control or out of her hands altogether, she also learns to let go of her
fears and allows herself to grow in her mistakes, leading her into the right direction of
becoming a young woman. Kristen Tracy has a very successful way of getting inside the
head of a teenage girl, and she has the reader feeling as if he or she is right there with
Tess, experiencing everything with her.
Karena Nedza
Medaryville, IN

The Rise of the Black Wolf: Grey Griffins Book 2 Fantasy/Supernatural

by Derek Benz and J. S. Lewis

Orchard Books, 2007, 320 pp., $12.99 ISBN-13: 978-0-439-83774-3

The Grey Griffins (Max, Harley, Ernie and Natalia) are invited to spend Christmas
break with Max’s dad in Scotland, where they experience more dangerous encounters
with the Black Witch (Morgan LeFay) and her minion, led by the Lord of the Black
Wolves. According to legend, whoever possesses the Spear of Ragnarok will control the
world and wreak havoc from the underworld. The Grey Griffins must locate the spear
and offer it as payment for Max’s dad, who has been kidnapped. The Griffins are
pursued across Scotland through portals that transport them to Germany, Iceland, and
several hinterland environments. Max puts his life and the lives of his pals on the line
to save his dad, only to discover that things are not as they should be.

Young readers who enjoy the supernatural will encounter goblins, wolf-like soldiers,

werewolves, Vlad Dracular, Morgan LeFay, deceitful adults once trusted by the Griffins,

and a myriad of environments from mud-sucking bogs, portals, ice cities, and a virtual
library.

Linda Broughton

Kennesaw, GA

The Secrets of Peaches by Jodi Lynn Anderson Friendship

Harper Collins, 2007, 297 pp., $16.99 ISBN-13: 978-0-06-073308-7

Darlington Peach Orchard, inauguration grounds for a tenacious friendship between a
trio of girls who spent a summer pulling peaches from the branches of its trees. This
book picks up where the girls ended their summer in the prequel Peaches.

As Murphey, Leeda, and Birdee approach graduation, they realize the next step of their
lives may not be as easily implemented as the formation of their friendship in the
orchard. Murphey faces her dream of moving to New York, Leeda faces the obstinacy of
her sick mother, and Birdie faces the idea of finding herself alone on the orchard. While
the girls confront the issue of what exactly the “next step” means for them, they tackle
the true meaning of relationships, friendships, and moving on.

This story is an inspiring read, with well-developed characters and a plot that may send

you walking down memory lane, or perhaps cause you to think that some endings are
merely just new beginnings.

Lindsey Deweese

Muncie, IN

Candlewick, 2007, 288 pp., $16.99

Shark Girl by Kelly Bingham Physical Loss/Courage

ISBN-13: 978-0-7636-3207-6

Jane Arrowood loses more than her arm in a shark attack—she loses her spirit. Once a
15-year-old aspiring artist who looked forward to driving and dating, she now struggles
to define herself by what is left, rather than by what is missing. Each phantom pain of
her right arm, however, is a harrowing reminder that things will never be the same.
Jane has never seen the attack that was captured on video and sensationalized in the
media, but memory of its preceding events haunt her every attempt to draw, cook,
clean, and socialize again. It’s the infectious strength of a wheelchair-bound ten-year-
old that finally helps Jane find hope in surprising places.

Jane’s young life—scattered and scarred—is pieced back together through Kelly

Bingham’s poignant collection of poetry, letters, conversations, and newspaper articles.

The story is in the same breath, simple and profound. Anyone who has ever experi-

enced the stunning sorrow of unexpected loss will relate to Jane’s slow and, at times,
surly path to healing.

Jennifer Funk

Manhattan, KS
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Scholastic Point, 2007, 289 pp., $8.99

21 Proms, David Levithan and Daniel Ehrenhaft, eds. Poetry/Short Stories/Play

ISBN-13: 978-0-439-89029-8

This is a collection that includes one poem, one play, and nineteen short stories about
one of the most anticipated, or dreaded, events in the life of a high school student. The
stories range from the true to life to the outright fantasy, from heartbreaking to hilari-
ous, and they are told from every conceivable point of view, girls, boys, and parents.
There are stories about courage, embarrassment, new found love, old friendships re-
newed, and father’s anxiety. This collection crosses the boundaries of race, social class,
age, and sexual orientation.

Many of the stories could be used on their own as supplemental material in various
units. I would caution that sex, drugs, and course language are often part of the story,
but do not seem contrived in their usage.

At first glance, and by reading the title, I would say this book would appeal to teenage
girls, but having read the stories, many would also appeal to the boys.

Rhonda Bowser

Matthews, IN

Walking on Glass by Alma Fullerton Death/Suicide/Depression

HarperTempest, 2007, 131 pp., $15.99 ISBN-13: 978-0-0607-7851-4

This is a free-verse novel that tells the story of a teenage boy’s loss of his mother. The
book is written as the boy’s journal as he is living through his mother’s suicide at-
tempt. She is living in the hospital, but on life support, and he is facing a very tough
decision. Would it be murder to shut off the machines that are keeping his mother
alive? His father is suffering from terrible depression and cannot make the decision
himself. His best friend, Jack, is turning into a juvenile delinquent, and he cannot
stand to be around Jack anymore. He dates a girl at his school, but she can’t help him,
either. This book deals with some very tough issues that soon teens have to face. It has
some questionable language and subject matter for use in a classroom setting.
Mary Cohoat
Muncie, IN

Way Down Deep by Ruth White Mystery

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2007, 208 pp., $16.00 ISBN-13: 978-0-374-38251-3

Abandoned as a little girl in 1944 in the Appalachian town of Way Down Deep, West
Virginia, Ruby June finds love and acceptance among the townsfolk. However, she
remains haunted by the fact that her own origins remain a mystery. The pace of this
often funny story quickens when she finds out that the truth behind her family history
will soon be revealed. And although she must taste some “bitter berries” along the
way, she eventually comes to an understanding of who she was before arriving in Way
Down Deep and who she is becoming, all just in time for her thirteenth birthday.

Readers will enjoy making the acquaintance of the kindly, somewhat eccentric citizens

of Way Down (as the locals call it), while the story of Ruby June prompts them to
consider issues such as kindness, belonging, and the meaning of family.

Kevin Kienholz

Emporia, KS

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Lori Goodson

409 Cherry Circle

Manhattan, KS 66503

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Lori Goodson at lagoodson@cox.net
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