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T
h
e C

h
ristoph

er K
iller by A

lane Ferguson
M

urder M
ystery/Fam

ily Problem
s

V
iking by Penguin G

roup, 2006, 274 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
: 0-670-06008-9

T
his dram

atic novel revolves around a young girl nam
ed C

am
eryn w

ho becom
es an

assistant to her father, the county coroner. A
fter several m

ishaps and crim
e scene view

ings
that m

ake her sick, she becom
es entrenched in a case that w

ill change her life. W
oven

into this plot is a subplot of C
am

eryn trying to find out w
ho and w

here her m
other is.

T
he incredibly detailed descriptions of crim

e scenes are akin to the current C
rim

e Scene
Investigators television program

s. A
long the w

ay w
e m

eet a psychic, a gothic friend of
C

am
eryn’s, and a 1960s-style, spiritual best friend.

Ferguson’s character developm
ent is so strong that you com

e to know
 and care about

these people, to the point w
here you feel their pain and joy. It is also refreshing to see

how
 close C

am
eryn is to her father, a strong role m

odel. R
eaders w

ill be taken on a
thrilling ride from

 the beginning to the surprise ending.
K

enan M
etzger

M
uncie, IN

D
efect by W

ill W
eaver

A
llegory

Farrar, Straus and G
iroux, 2007, 199 pp., $16.00

ISB
N

: 978-0-374-31725-6
0-374-31725-9

D
efect  is W

ill W
eaver’s allegorical tale that explores a m

isfit foster child’s journey of com
-

ing to term
s w

ith his physical abnorm
alities. T

he protagonist, D
avid, w

as born w
ith a

variety of deform
ities, chief am

ong them
 w

ing-like folds of skin that allow
 him

 to glide,
alm

ost fly, from
 high places.

W
hile D

avid’s deform
ities (gifts?) cause him

 to be ostracized and eventually expelled from
a rural M

innesota high school, he begins to com
e to term

s w
ith his uniqueness in an

alternative school environm
ent w

here students are m
ore accepting of each other’s “de-

fects.”

C
entral to the novel is the question of w

hether D
avid is a contem

porary angel or a freak of
nature, and he is forced to confront this issue directly w

hen he is presented w
ith the

opportunity for corrective surgery that w
ould m

ake him
 “norm

al.”

T
he book should prom

pt interesting and productive discussions about difference, identity,
and tolerance w

ith high school students.
F. Todd G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S

T
h
e D

arw
in

 E
xpedition

 by D
iane Tullson

A
dventure/H

igh Interest-Low
 Level

O
rca B

ook Publishers, 2007, 100 pp., $8.95
ISB

N
: 978-1-55143-678-1

In a hurry to get in one m
ore snow

boarding adventure before the spring thaw
, Tej and

Liam
 take a little used, and extrem

ely m
uddy, logger road up the m

ountain. W
hen Tej

loses control and the truck tum
bles dow

n the m
ountain, the boys find them

selves lost
and struggling to survive against the elem

ents and an angry bear.

T
he adventure is not only a test of their survival skills, but also a test of their friendship

and self-confidence. A
fter Tej is injured, Liam

 has to struggle to overcom
e his ow

n self-
doubt to save his friend.

T
he D

arw
in

 Expedition
 m

anages to com
bine an exciting adventure w

ith a reading level
suited to struggling readers. Tullson uses vivid descriptions and foreshadow

ing to draw
the reader in.

K
arolinde Young
M

anhattan, K
S

D
o N

ot Pass G
o  by K

irkpatrick H
ill

Fam
ily/Prison

Sim
on &

 Schuster, 2007, 240 pp., $15.99
ISB

N
-13: 9781416914006

D
eet is pretty m

uch a loner and a neat freak. Som
etim

es he seem
s m

ore responsible
than his ow

n parents. H
is m

other seem
s to rarely plan for anything, and his dad w

orks
tw

o jobs to pay for things they think they need. D
eet w

ould rather they keep things
sim

ple.

W
hen D

eet’s dad is arrested for drugs he used to sta y aw
ake at w

ork, D
eet starts to

rethink his fam
ily and friends. W

orried about w
hat others w

ill say about having a
father in jail, he is surprised w

hen tw
o of the popular students share they have brothers

in jail. D
eet’s m

om
 has to w

ork, so D
eet cares for his little sisters. T

hrough M
r. H

odges’
journal assignm

ents, D
eet begins to really see his life. H

e realizes he has tw
o parents

w
ho love him

 even though they are so different from
 him

, and that not everyone in jail
is a bad person. D

eet becom
es stronger from

 this experience and realizes jail is not the
end of the w

orld.
B

arbara R
ay

Tulsa, O
K
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H
eaven

 Looks a Lot Like th
e M

all by W
endy M

ass
Self-D

iscovery/R
elationships

Little, B
row

n, and C
o., 2007, 251 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 0-316-00218-6

Sixteen-year-old Tessa tells her story through short poem
s in this quick read. Tessa is a

lovable loser—
a shy girl w

ho seem
s nice, but doesn’t have m

any friends.

A
fter being hit in the head during gym

 class, Tessa finds herself being w
hisked aw

ay
from

 her body, eventually ending up in the m
all. She figures it m

ust be heaven, since
she had seen her ow

n crum
pled body lying on the gym

 floor, but she can’t figure out if
she’s dead or not. W

hile in the m
all, Tessa finds a new

 friend and a bag of her ow
n

possessions. She then goes on a journey through the various stages of her life, w
here

each of the possessions com
es into play.

H
eaven

 Looks a Lot Like the M
all is a story that w

ill have readers w
ondering about the

death and the afterlife, but also about relationships, friendships, and all of those little
m

istakes one m
akes along the w

ay.
Jennifer Lee

Louisville, K
Y

M
em

oirs of a Teen
age A

m
n
esiac by G

abrielle Z
evin

A
m

nesia/D
iscovery

Farrar Straus G
iroux, 2007, 271 pp., $17.00

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-374-34946-2
ISB

N
-10: 0-374-34946-0

She lost one coin toss, then lost four years. Suffering from
 am

nesia, N
aom

i has forgot-
ten everything—

how
 to drive, her parents’ divorce, all her friends. A

s she struggles to
reconnect w

ith her “previous” life, she begins to question her role in m
any parts of it—

her boyfriend, her best friend, her relationship w
ith her m

other—
and discovers m

ore
about herself than she knew

 before her head injury.

G
abrielle Z

evin develops believable characters in a believable story of a 21st century
teen. I enjoyed follow

ing N
aom

i through her journey of self-discovery, and I w
ould

definitely recom
m

end this book to m
y high school students, especially the girls.

Elaine C
lincik

W
ichita, K

S

T
h
e M

ortal In
stru

m
en

ts: C
ity of B

on
es by C

assandra C
lare

Fantasy
M

argaret K
. M

cElderry B
ooks, 2007, 485 pp., $17.99

ISB
N

: 1-4169-1428-5

W
hen C

lary Fray w
itnesses a m

urder at a popular teen club, her life turns com
pletely

upside dow
n. O

ne of the m
urderers, the very handsom

e Jace, starts follow
ing C

lary,
and her m

other disappears.

C
lary finds herself joining forces w

ith Jace and the m
ysterious Shadow

 H
unters in a

race against tim
e. T

he evil Valentine is seeking a pow
erful talism

an, and dem
ons are

trying to destroy C
lary. Slow

ly, C
lary discovers that everything she once believed about

herself and her m
other m

ay be com
pletely w

rong. T
he surprising revelations w

ill cap-
tivate and astound readers.

C
ity of B

on
es is a suspenseful and captivating fantasy. C

lare creates a vivid and descrip-
tive w

orld of w
onder and m

ystery that exists beside our ow
n. T

he plot tw
ist w

ill sur-
prise even the m

ost astute reader. T
his book is recom

m
ended for ages 14 and up.

K
arolinde Young,
M

anhattan, K
S

T
h
e In

ven
tion

 of H
u
go C

abret by B
rian Selznick

H
istorical Fiction/M

y stery
Scholastic, 2007, 544 pp., $22.99

ISB
N

: 0-439-81378-6

It is 1931, and 12-year-old H
ugo has spent the past year w

inding and fixing the clocks
in a Paris train station. Since the deaths of his parents and his uncle, w

ho used to hold
the job he now

 occupies, H
ugo has been trying to repair the only rem

em
brance of his

father—
an autom

aton. T
his m

echanical m
an, w

hose pen is poised over a piece of
paper, draw

s a secret m
essage from

 the past.

Selznick craftily com
bines print text w

ith crosshatch sketches, stills from
 G

eorges M
éliès’

film
s, and photographs from

 current events. Selznick startles the reader by stopping
sentences in m

id-action and then continuing the story w
ith a series of draw

ings. O
r he

follow
s a picture w

ith prose to continue the revealing of H
ugo’s story.

T
he result of these juxtapositions is indeed cinem

atic, and the pages are fram
ed in

black to resem
ble a m

ovie screen. Part historical fiction, part m
ystery, Selznick’s w

ork
w

ill continue to inspire readers and authors to invent.
Jacqueline B

ach
B

aton R
ouge, LA
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 File YA B

ook Review
s

R
ain

in
g Sardin

es by Enrique Flores-G
albis

Fantasy/Justice/N
ationalism

R
oaring B

rook Press, 2007, 160 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 1-59643-166-0

Enriquito and Ernestina, adolescents grow
ing up in pre-revolutionary C

uba, take a
fantastic journey together as they try to save the culture of their com

m
unity.

It begins w
hen a psychic, C

lara, floats across the bay on a large couch w
hile the tw

o
friends are fishing. She explains that, “T

here are big changes com
ing soon, and the

people in H
avana are going to need all the help they can get.” (9) Enriquito and Ernestina

w
atch as C

lara floats on to H
avana, never realizing their lives w

ill change forever.
Rain

in
g Sardin

es could be a useful dem
onstration of creative w

riting, because it con-
tains elem

ents of m
agic realism

,. T
his book could also be useful to a classroom

 w
ith

any native Spanish speakers or students studying the Spanish language. Flores-G
albis

incorporates m
any Spanish term

s as a w
ay to em

phasize the C
uban culture. A

t  the
sam

e tim
e, the Spanish term

inology throughout the text m
ay m

ake this novel a difficult
read for students unfam

iliar w
ith the language.

Valerie R
. Frye

M
uncie, IN

R
igh

t B
eh

in
d You

 by G
ail G

iles
R

ealistic Fiction/V
iolence

Little, B
row

n and C
o., 2007, 292 pp., $15.99

ISB
N

-10: 0-316-00203-8

“O
n the afternoon of his seventh birthday, I set B

obby C
larke on fire.” So opens the

story of K
ip M

cFarland, w
ho, w

hen he w
as 9 years old, w

as responsible for the m
urder

of a child.

K
ip is com

m
itted to a psychiatric w

ard for violent youth offenders and receives years of
therapy before being released to his father w

ith a new
 nam

e and the hope of starting
over in another state. K

ip’s house has burned dow
n during the tim

e he’s been locked
up, and his father decides to m

ove them
 far aw

ay, so no one w
ill know

 of K
ip’s horrible

deed.

W
ill K

ip, now
 living as “W

ade,” be able to live life norm
ally on “the outside”? W

ill he
burn others? C

an he ever escape his past? T
his book w

ill leave readers on the edges of
their seats, turning pages frantically to get to the end.

Jennifer Lee
Louisville, K

Y

T
h
e R

ed Sh
oe by U

rsula D
ubosarsky

W
ar/Fam

ily/Suicide/D
epression

R
oaring B

rook Press, 2007, 178 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
-13: 978-1-59643-265-9

A
s the w

ar in Iraq touches m
ore and m

ore lives, it is vital for teachers to find a vehicle
to trigger discussion about w

ar and its afterm
ath; w

e need to think about its effects on
the fam

ilies of those w
ho serve.

T
he Red Shoe could function as such a vehicle. It is the story of three A

ustralian girls,
Elizabeth, 15, Frances, 11, and M

atilda, 6 grow
ing up in the early 1950s. T

heir father, in
the N

avy and a veteran of W
orld W

ar II, struggles w
ith his horror of the w

ar, w
hile their

m
other battles isolation and fear. T

he plot is loosely interw
oven around actual events

of the year as chronicled by new
spaper clippings interspersed throughout the book.

T
he narrative part of the story is told from

 the lim
ited third-person point of view

 of the
girls, prim

arily M
atilda’s. T

hrough her eyes the reader enters the w
orld of a beach

hom
e in a rem

ote part of Sydney and m
eets the spy w

ho lives next door. T
he fam

ily
survives a personal crisis that m

irrors the strange fairy tale of the red shoes and the
chilling events of the C

old W
ar.

V
irginia B

eesley
Q

uinter, K
S

Silen
t E

ch
oes by C

arla Jablonski
Science Fiction

R
azor B

ill, 2007, 344 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 978-1-59514-082-1

Lucy and her father are spiritualists, or at least that’ s w
hat they tell their w

ealthy
patrons. In truth, they’re nothing m

ore than talented scam
 artists. T

hat changes w
hen

Lucy hears a voice from
 beyond seeking help. Soon Lucy is m

aking predictions about
the future and finds herself caught betw

een tw
o pow

erful and intriguing m
en.

Lindsay thinks she’s going crazy w
hen she hears the voice calling her in the closet

w
here she is hiding from

 her stepfather. W
hen Lindsay hears the voice again, she finds

herself adm
itted as a schizophrenic. O

ver tim
e, Lindsay discovers Lucy is not a halluci-

nation, but a voice from
 the past.

Silen
t Echoes is the story of tw

o young w
om

en connected through tim
e w

hose only
chance for survival lies in each other. Jablonski w

eaves an intricate tale that m
akes

m
uch of the lim

ited opportunities available to Lucy in the 1800s and Lindsay as the
victim

 of abuse.
K

arolinde Young
M

anhattan, K
S
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Tw
isted by Laurie H

alse A
nderson

Fiction/Identity
V

iking, 2007, 250 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 978-0-670-06101-3

D
o the right thing. B

e a m
an.

Tyler M
iller—

self proclaim
ed “zit on the butt of the student body”—

is trying to accom
plish

both of these things. T
he trouble is that w

hen he does the right thing, it gets Tw
isted .

A
n act of school vandalism

 originally gets Tyler noticed. N
ot only do people at school know

his nam
e, but Tyler’s efforts to pay off his debt to society help him

 acquire m
uscles w

ith
confidence to m

atch. Even the popular girl, B
ethany, seem

s interested in him
. T

hings are
looking up—

until Tyler attends a party w
ith the “popular” kids.

Tw
isted  is about m

ore than fitting in w
ith the popular crow

d. It is about Tyler learning how
to fit in w

ith him
self and his fam

ily. It is about thoughts and actions determ
ining w

ho you
are, instead of letting som

eone else decide that.

A
nderson’s first book from

 the m
ale perspective is intriguing. R

eaders w
ill find them

selves
rooting for Tyler as he battles social hierarchies and pow

er structures w
ith integrity and

honor. Tyler discovers w
hat becom

ing a m
an is truly all about.

Jill and Ryan A
dam

s
Lakew

ood, C
O

T
h
e W

h
ite Tyger by Paul Park

Fantasy/C
om

ing of A
ge

Tom
 D

oherty A
ssoc., 2007, 304 pp., $25.95

ISB
N

: 0765315298

B
aroness N

icola C
eausescu is battling to m

aintain her pow
er am

id political upheaval in
R

om
ania. T

he kingdom
’s rightful heir, M

iranda Popescu, has been m
agically trans-

ported from
 her parallel life in B

erkshire C
ounty, accom

panied by the C
hevalier de

G
raz and Lieutenant Prochenko, (in the B

erkshires, Peter and A
ndrom

eda), pledged by
slain Prince Frederick von Schenck to protect his daughter. B

aroness C
eausescu uses

sorcery and cunning to destroy M
iranda, w

ho m
ust navigate a hidden w

orld of surreal
dream

scapes inhabited by sorcerers and shape-shifters to discover the pow
ers that w

ill
m

ake her m
ission successful.

Park spins a com
plex, exciting tale peopled by richly draw

n characters—
evil yet sym

-
pathetic, noble yet flaw

ed. R
eaders m

ight benefit from
 his tw

o previous novels in this
four-book sequence.

D
ana W

aters
Fow

ler, K
S

V
ictory by Susan C

ooper
H

istorical Fiction
M

argaret K
. M

cElderry B
ooks, 2006, 196 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 1-4169-1477-3

Sam
 R

obinson is young sailor aboard the H
.M

.S. V
ictory, N

elson’s flagship at the B
attle

of Trafalgar in 1805. M
olly Jennings, an English girl, is forced to m

ove to C
onnecticut

w
hen her m

other m
arries a “Yank.” W

hen M
olly buys a tattered biography on N

elson,
the tw

o teens’ lives becom
e connected across tim

e.

Sam
 begins life as a poor farm

 boy w
ith an abusive father. W

hen his m
ysterious U

ncle
C

harlie offers him
 an apprenticeship m

aking rope, Sam
 leaps at the opportunity. B

oth
Sam

 and his uncle are pressed into the R
oyal N

avy, and Sam
 begins his transform

ation
into a loyal sailor. Lonely, hom

esick M
olly longs to return to England. H

er hom
esick-

ness seem
s to create an obsession over N

elson and the V
ictory.

Sam
’s story is told w

ith a pow
erful and m

esm
erizing voice, especially the fateful battle

that costs N
elson his life. M

olly’s story is not as interesting or w
ell developed, but the

book is enjoyable nonetheless. V
ictory is appropriate for grades 5-8.

K
arolinde Young
M

anhattan, K
S

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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