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HarperCollins, 2008, 144 pp., $15.99

Blood Roses by Francesca Lia Block Magical Realism/Transformation

ISBN: 978-0-06-076384-8

Francesca Lia Block, winner of the Margaret A. Edwards Award for lifetime contribu-
tions to young adult literature, serves up yet another collection of thought-provoking
magical realism stories. A genre-defying writer, Block delivers nine stories told from
the female perspective; some are connected, and most include or describe a transfor-
mation: a girl becomes a giant (giantess); a boy, a centaur, and a mother, a vampire.
Themes include dangerous first encounters, first kisses, teen sex, sexual abuse, friend-
ship, death, identity and maturation.

As thought-provoking as her earlier works, this collection is characterized by Block’s

signature style: her sentence structure is sparse; yet her writing is poetic and meta-

phoric. Literary motifs abound: blood roses, dollhouses, and tattoos speak to pain, fear,

and loss. The brief vignettes are excellent models for creative writing. The stories are
short, but complex. For mature readers, grades 10 and up.

Pam B. Cole

Kennesaw, GA

Book of a Thousand Days by Shannon Hale Female Friendship/Healing

Bloomsbury, 2007, 306 pp., $17.95 ISBN: 978-1-59990-051-3

Princess Saren is in love with Khan Tegus but betrothed to the dark Lord Khasar. Saren
fears him, for good reason, and rejects the match. As punishment for her rebelliousness,
her father locks her in a windowless tower for seven years. As the novel opens, Princess
Saren is alone, except for the companionship of her mucker maid, Dashti.

In this recasting of Grimm’s classic fairy tale, Newberry Award winning author Shannon
Hale once again delights modern audiences with a feisty, female protagonist, who not
only must come into her own but also protect the fearful, insecure Princess from herself
as well as from others who would do her harm.

Young adult girls, who are also on their own journeys of self-discovery, will be enchanted
by this tale about female friendships, healing, and coming of age amidst the real-world
tensions of betrayal, abandonment, deception, and loss. Discussion of literary elements,
such as the narrative structure of fairy tales or the traditional use of character types, will
make this book a productive companion to a study of classic tales in the ELA classroom.

Phyllis Thompson

Johnson City, TN

Cherry Heaven by L. J. Adlington Science Fiction

Greenwillow Books, 2008, 458 pp., $17.89 ISBN: 978-0-06-143181-4

Cherry Heaven by L.J. Adlington takes the reader to another world where one’s life has
been determined by the color of the individual’s hand stamp. Tanka and Kat, sisters
from war-torn City Five, travel in the highest luxury available as they arrive to the New
Frontier with high expectations; some are met and some are not.

As Tanka and Kat learn to live in the New Frontier, another girl, Bottle Seal 55, is also
on a journey, a journey in search of revenge and truth. When the girls’ paths cross,
decisions will have to be made. Do the sisters have enough strength and courage to
stand up for what is right? Is there really a ghost out in the orchard? Are people still
considered people even if some in society consider them scum?

Adlington delivers the readers a variety of moral themes that must be considered as the

multi-layered plot unfolds. Although Cherry Heaven appears daunting at nearly 500

pages, readers of all levels who enjoy science fiction and fantasy will enjoy this novel
as well.

Rebekah Skillen

Manhattan, KS

The Dragonfly Keeper by Tanya Pilumeli Fantasy

Fava Press, 2008, 254 pp., $12.95 ISBN: 0-9801396-0-0

After Fritz their dog gets out of the house and runs away from them, Manuela and
Silvia begin their adventure. Their neighbor, Miss Sasha, an odd, weathered woman,
offers the girls cider and suggests they “help save the magic in this sad world.” The
girls agree, and after Miss Sasha dresses them in costumes, she hands them a smooth
shaanti, or place stone. Miss Sasha explains there are three rules for using the stone,
and the girls go in search of “the Weaver.”

Their quest to protect the Dragonflies is riddled with missed steps and separations. The
girls and Fritz do their best to save the Dragonflies from the “Rogs.”

Pilumeli uses imagination and her main characters to weave a story where working

together and trusting magic and others brings the girls home safely. An appendix of
language translations helps the reader understand unfamiliar words.

Deborah Barnes

Junction City, KS
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Gone by Michael Grant Apocalyptic/Science Fiction

Harper Teen, 2008, 576 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-144876-8

When everyone over the age of fourteen suddenly vanishes, San Perdido Beach, Cali-
fornia is never the same. Not only are all of the adults gone, but there are no working
telephones, no Internet access, no cable, and only children left behind to deal with the
aftermath. Fires begin from appliances left on when the adults vanished. There are no
firemen to put out the fires. Cars smash into buildings and each other, after being
relieved of their drivers, but there are no emergency workers or doctors to help care for
the children who are injured. What caused this all to happen?

Kids must care for younger children as well as themselves. And those kids all look to

Sam Temple, nicknamed “School Bus Sam” for his heroics in saving the kids in a near-

disaster on a school bus a couple of years before. Will Sam be able to bring order where

there is chaos and confusion? Will the adults return? And what is the FAYZ? A definite
page-turner that will keep readers hooked from the very first paragraph on.

Jennifer Lee

Louisville, KY

The Great Race: The Amazing Round-the-World
Auto Race of 1908 by Gary Blackwood

Automobile History/Racing

Abram Books for Young Readers, 2008, 142 pp., $19.95 ISBN: 978-0-8109-9489-8

The year is 1908, and three companies from three different countries have assembled teams
to compete in a round-the-world race. The gimmick? The racers will be driving the new-
fangled horseless carriage.

Blackwood details the adventures and misadventures of the German, Italian, and American
teams as they race from New York to Paris. The racers cross some of the most hostile and
unforgiving climates in the world, including Siberia, in an attempt to prove the greatness of
their new machines and bolster the burgeoning nationalism that is spreading across the
globe.

Blackwood does an excellent job of detailing the many difficulties faced by the men running

the race. Perhaps the greatest strength of the book, beyond the exciting pictures, is the final

chapter describing the aftermath of the race. Blackwood connects the race to the rise of the

automobile culture as well as the World Wars. This book is appropriate for upper elementary
and above.

Karolinde Young

Manhattan, KS

The Higher Power of Lucky by Susan Patron Abandoned Children/Friendship

Atheneum, 2007, 134 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-1-4169-0194-5

At ten years old, Lucky has hit rock bottom: her biological mother is dead, her father is
“absent,” and her most loyal companion in the world, HMS Beagle, leaves her in a dust
storm in the desert. Lucky’s life is spinning out of control.

It is not until she heads into the Mojave desert that she charts her own course and gains
the perspective to take control of her life. However, holed up in a cave during a dust
storm, she finds herself caring for a scared five-year old named Miles, who is also lost
and motherless, instead of forging ahead with her own quest for stability and control.

Hard Pan (pop. 34) is every town, and Lucky is every kid, whose issue is abandon-
ment, whose life is complicated, and who knows one doesn’t have to be an adult to hit
rock bottom. The Higher Power of Lucky is a story about vision and about the persever-
ance it takes to wait for the storm to pass and the dust to settle.
Phyllis Thompson
Johnson City, TN

Honeybee by Naomi Shihab Nye

Poetry/Self Discovery

Greenwillow Books, 2008, 164 pp. $17.89 ISBN: 978-0-06-085390-7

Through her practice of being present in each moment, Shihab Nye embarks on a
journey of self discovery. This insightful collection of eighty-two poems and prose
paragraphs examines cultural diversity and family dynamics set against the purposeful
motion of bees. Dynamic patterns of literary insight illuminate the connectedness of all
humanity through the eyes of a constantly moving observer. Lighting briefly at precise
moments in time, the author departs with newly found insights and a satiated feeling
of personal connectedness.

Astute imagery draws the reader into Nye’s vision of a “shared world” where humans
connect with one another, regardless of apparent differences. She demonstrates that in
order to experience this phenomenon, individuals must learn to be present through all
of their senses, opening themselves to the wonders of human existence. This work
embodies Emerson’s own literary advice to “adopt the pace of nature. Her secret is
patience.”
Patricia E. Ackerman
Abilene, KS
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Last Chance for First by Tom Hazuka Relationships/Identity /Sports

Brown Barn Books, 2008, 296 pp., $8.95 ISBN: 978-0-9798824-0-1

In a mad mix of high school relationship conflicts, peer pressure, following in his older
brother’s footsteps, and striving to be the star of his soccer team, junior Robbie Fielder
takes on his junior year at Northbrook High. Fielder finds himself torn between living
up to jock expectations of his harassing coach and the opportunity for a college schol-
arship, and going against popularity by falling more and more for the new girl who
seems to be an outcast.

Hazuka captures the essence of a teenager’s action packed high school life where mak-
ing choices and learning how to be yourself go hand in hand. Everything from drunk
driving to nagging parents are smartly intertwined into a well written story from the
point of view of an everyday, likable high school student.
Melissa DeWitt
Manhattan, KS

Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2008, 160 pp., $16.00

Little Audrey by Ruth White Coal Mining/History/Appalachia

ISBN: 978-0-374-34580-8

No young adult writer paints a better portrait of life in the Appalachian Mountains than
Ruth White, author of the Newbery Honor book, Belle Prater’s Boy. White’s latest effort
represents her most autobiographical work to date. Narrating her story through the
voice of Audrey, her older sister, Ruth travels back to the summer of 1948, a time in
which she, her two sisters, and her parents were living in Jewell Valley, a coal mining
camp in southwestern Virginia, and a time that changed her life forever.

The reader learns Audrey has just recovered from scarlet fever. Rail thin, she is teased
by boys and girls in the camp, but has a close friend in Virgil, a young boy who recently
moved to the camp from Kentucky. Audrey’s father, a miner, drinks heavily and spends
much of his paycheck on alcohol. Her mother is haunted by the loss of an infant child
and struggles to feed the family—many days they go without.

An extraordinary addition to the literature on life in the Appalachian coal mining com-
munities of the mid-1900s and a must read in social studies.

Pam B. Cole

Kennesaw, GA

Love in the Corner Pocket by Marlene Perez Coming of Age/Friendship

Point, Imprint of Scholastic, 2008, 230 pp., $17.89 ISBN: 978-0-545-01991-0

Chloe McBride is completely confident when it comes to shooting pool. Gino’s restau-
rant, with its well-used pool tables, is like a second home. With a cue stick in her hand,
all of the complications of her Laguna Beach life take a back seat; her parents’ separa-
tion, her less than perfect figure, and her gorgeous best friend. But when Gino’s hand-
some nephew Alex appears on the scene, Chloe finds her concentration broken. When
Alex shows an interest in getting to know her, her gorgeous best friend shows an
interest in Alex and Chloe’s life becomes even more complicated.

As the story unfolds, Chloe must face the possibility of reconciliation between her
parents, the unraveling of a friendship, and the realization that change is an inevitable
part of life. Upper middle school and high school will relate to the questions of loyalty
and friendship that emerge in this novel.
Vicki Sherbert
Wakefield, KS

Me, the Missing, and the Dead by Jenny Valentine Family Relationships

Harper Teen, 2007, 201 pp., $17.89 ISBN: 978-0-06-085069-2

The first novel by British author Jenny Valentine is a carefully crafted portrait of a 15-
year-old protagonist’s search to learn about the father, who abandoned his family sev-
eral years earlier. This quest begins with Lucas Swain’s unlikely discovery of an urn
containing the ashes of an elderly woman sitting on a shelf in the offices of a cab
company. Immediately drawn to this woman, Lucas learns that she was abandoned in
the back seat of a cab. With the help of his grandmother, Lucas takes possession of the
ashes, and this mysterious woman in the urn seems intent on telling Lucas something.
What he learns will change everything.

Me, the Missing, and the Dead is a compelling study of a group of family relationships.
The characters are well-developed, and the book offers adolescents an insight into the
complex psychological workings of a dysfunctional family.

Jenny Valentine is an author to watch.
F. Todd Goodson
Manhattan, KS

T « H o« E

Clip & File YA Book Reviews

A6

REVIEW




‘uon
-N[0AS [eINI[ND JO JUNOJJE Are1al] jueudiod Y -93pa[mouy| pue 3A0] 1ioq Jo siamod 3y}
Ul 31} S,IOPEal 3} SMIUSI I'T “AJISIOADPE SNOISYIPAI} SAOQP JSOI INQ ‘PIAIAINS ATUO JoU
9rdoad 19y moqy jo 1unodoe Suraow e u ‘suonernuad aydnnur ssoioe aydoad asaury)
9yl uodn paoe[d spuepwap S[qeUOSEAIUN I} S[EaAdI AJua8 dsoid snonusaidun s,I'T

"98ueyd JO sI91em JUS[NQIN} Y} S91e3IARU I'T 1Y} SSUIYOLS) I} Y3NOoIy) ST I] "UONED
-npa jo 1amod 3y} ul [irej punojoid s,I19yjieJ 19y pue JAO0[ [EUOHIPUOIUN §, I3YjoWpueId
19U AQ pap[ow SI I910BIRYD S,I'T "UONM[OAIY [BININ) 3SaUIYD ) ‘A[@IPWIN(N ‘pue
‘prens pay ) . ‘premiof dea] 1ealn, S.BUIYD YINOIY) [BAIAINS S A[TWIR] 19 SIUNOD
-3I IT ‘SILIOWaW POOYP[IYD UMO IaY Y3noIy] 'A)SISAPe 3A0qe 9sl1 0} juids uewny
9y} Jo 19mod 9y} sajeurwN I JIoWaW §,IT SUIAON ‘PUIY) AINIUL) {07 Ul 98e Jo Jurwo)

1-2266€-72€-0-826 NGSI 00'91$ “dd 921 ‘8007 ‘sxyoog ednoxy SruePK

17 SutkoN Aq uonmyoaay (pimym) ayj Surnmp

IIOWRIN puny) u1 I8y Jo Sunuo) :Surds up Suipg mous

53}

=
* 5] I~
= SMainay yoog w4 a4 8 dipd <
. R - [ ] [ ]

VO ‘MBSaUU)]
S ‘QULIqQVY 9[0D g wed
UBUWLIYDY “H PIOINE] *SUI00ISSE[D

SOTIPWIAYIRWI PUE JDUSIIS Y} I0] 30107D q13dng ;UOISUSWIP B UIABIY S JJNISUOU SWOD
-3q Jymis sao( Aunur mnoge jeypy zreaddesip SurqiAaas [ip 21p suoloid JT oneur
0} suaddey jeyp punoqge suonssnb ognuards pue [ed1ydosoIy 9010A [euondadxd
pue ‘UoneZII0rIRYD Uo-10ds ‘Toumy Sumiidsaprs Yim UNI awoy Iayioue sy Ipaulds

"A31[eal ATUO 3} SI J[9s 3y} 1oy} Ja1[aq ayi—uwsisdijos opuod 0}
[TIAA $92107 1B} 1UdAd O18e1) B U0 suIn) jod oy, “1ualsisiod sUrewal 19qI0)] Ing 19q1oy
s109(o1 Aqqe], "AqQEL YIIm 9A0[ Ul A[pewl 10qUSI9U I00p-1XaU © ‘UUL] 19G10)] P[O-IPIA-9AT]
usamiaq no sAe(d A101s aa0] [o[fered y ‘NS-1A 10} 9A0[ pajmbaiun jo s3uIEaf s, [[IM
PUNOIE SIA[OAI AI0}S U} JO YONUWI PUB g PUP NS-A SPUSLY 1599 0M] SIY 1M J[SUpLl
aao1 e ur dn 1ygdneo si [[IM AqQQeL I91SIS I98UNoA SURPUW-JSIYOSTW STY YIIM PIIBIISNI)
PUB—ISIOATUN JY) JO SILIAISAW ISYI0 pue QJI[Idiye ayl ‘Aedap uojoid Yiim passasqo
sI oY "ssayo pue ‘BurzeSIels ‘BUIpIe0galeys ‘90UsIds saA0] dduaddny, [[Ip IspeIS-yIuIN

G-€€1820-90-0-826 :NISI 66'91¢$ “dd 0S5z ‘8007 ‘surjopiadiey

SO1sAyd/Awouonsy/sdiysuoney

gV ‘sguridg weorig
uewjens qooe(r

‘PrIom
pareoi[dwod pue dONPWEIP SAWNAWOS e Ul 9d0Y JO SISUIWIS SISAI[SP WD]S ‘S[DAOU W]
-qoid,, Jo aurf Suo[ ® UJ ‘[[oM SE I9}0BIBYD S,PIOI[Y ] [[1M S[IIS—SIOpeal 9[eW 938U}
juejon(aI 10y uondo [NIISPUOM B SI [9A0U SIY} I0WINY PUP M JO 3SOP AABSY PUE ‘WSI
-[ea1 o13eW JO SIUSWI[S ‘sId10eIrYD AImD ‘Suroed aaneireu aAndadsonur sit YA ‘NoA
0] d[qe[IeAR A[IpEAI SIamSUe a3y} [[B Inoyiim dn moid o) sueaw 11 Jeym saiojdxs wojs

-angdes] SIY Jo N0 Aem ST OYMm SPUSLI S, WNUI SIY JO U0 JO
I91y3nep snoa3108 B ‘BIOIV SI99W 9Y UL, ‘19113q I9AdU SI YSIqqny pue jiqgey SWNyd
SIy yam Suness pue 989[[0d ul 1Ie ansind pnoys ay YUIy} sI9Ydea} SIY ‘pUSLIJA0Q J[ElS
B JO plI $1938 A[[eUuy wnw SIH "AepAIaAd YmeH Auqr, Jo 131sod e 01 SY[e} pue ‘(sw pue
NoA 01 3UIpPILOQILYS S,1BY1) [MOg 3Y) 1B SIIBYS ‘UOPUOT Ul SIAI] UIRS P[O-IEIA-UIDYL]

¥-8¥057-66€-0-826 :NdSI 66'61$ “"dd 60¢ ‘2007 ‘suog s,wewnd ‘d D

U23],/U0ndI] JnsIeay

AquioH YoIN Aq ww]s

YV ‘s1980y
uMOoIg UIpIof

"YI[e SISpeaI 19p[o pue
198unoA 10y arerrdordde A1e[nqedoa e Ul a[el IaY SISAISP IYSEPYS() PUE ‘PIUI SI 3DUIOIA YL
"s}Ie [eT)IewW asauede[ pue PURW JO SUBY 30UBTIUD AP{OMD [[IM 071Q1I0p “UOTIO YSIAIS JO [N

"J1 Aonisap 03 ueyd I931STUIS S,0PBYIA Y} pue ouLid 9y} UIYIIM UOWSP Y} INOJe 10U
UIes] 0} dWO0D A3 se puags] pue A103s1y SurqInisip jo saoard pue syq 1eyles wngey) pue
Bs[eg ‘A19Jes JO [0IBas Ul apIsAnunod asaueder sy} Surweoy "s19iuny snomia jo yoed siy pue
‘OPRYIA 9} “I9YIe] UMO SIY Aq paualeaIy si [ s,90urid 9y se ‘90e] 01 194 sey es[eq a5ud[
-[eyo 1s918318 3y} aq 03 saa0id SIY, 91 SIY 10§ d[qIsuodsal J|9s19y spuy ‘prendApoq d[euwray
Arepuagal e ‘es[eq ‘080 MIN JO 30ULIJ PUOISS Y} ‘WNSeYD YIIM ISJUNOIUD JUBYD B 1YY

"S9LI9S UOISIAI[9) Jofewr e 10] pajdepe
Suraq Apuarmo st ) -asrerd peardsapim uom pue sa1dod JO SUOI[[IW P[OS SABY S$Y00q 3}
‘uedef Ur 9SeI[AI J1DY} SJUIS 'S9IBIS PAITU[) Y} UI S[B[IEAP dUI0I3] 0} ‘S}00(q U} JO SUTISISUO0D
‘S9LI9S O71GLIOJA 33 JO ISI1J U3 ST ‘OURIIH Ayie) Aq pare[suen) 7.1ds ay3 Jo upipions :031QLION

66°£1$ "dd 8pT ‘8007 ‘$300g SUIAST 'V INYMY
ouellH Ayie) AQq paje[sueny

§-7¥S00-S¥S-0-826 -N4SI

[Ruids A1 Aq 09 03 saqnus

S1IY [enIejy/eSuey n.nds ay1 Jo uvipiony :onqriow




Stealing Heaven by Elizabeth Scott Fiction/Crime

Harper Teen, 2008, 320 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-112280-4

Stealing is all Danielle knows. She and her mother have been breaking into houses for
as long as she can remember. Moving from town to town, finding just the right house
to rob, and fencing their “finds,” Danielle knows no other way of life. Her mother
yearns for silver, but Danielle longs for something just a little more “normal.”

It’s only after she and her mother land in a small beach town called Heaven that
Danielle actually makes a friend for the first time in her life. Also, she meets a guy who
is interested in her and seems nice, but who also happens to be a cop. Heaven, a place
where the beach homes are as majestic as the name of the town, seems to be a place
where Danielle could actually settle down and have a real life, which is something
she‘s always dreamed of having. Will she throw that all away and continue the life
she’s always known?
Jennifer Lee
Louisville, KY

Steel Trap: The Challenge by Ridley Pearson Mystery/Thriller

Disney Editions, 2008, 324 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-0640-1

In his latest publication, Steel Trap: The Challenge, Ridley Pearson introduces a unique
character named Steven “Steel” Trapp. Steel is an inquisitive young man who is blessed
and plagued with a remarkable photographic memory. Motivated by his father’s love
for science, Steel invents a device he calls FIDOE—the Fully Integrated Digital Oder
Evaluator—and, his new invention places him as a finalist in the National Science
Challenge. While on his way to compete in the science challenge, Steel quickly finds
himself in the middle of a dreadful plot after he attempts to return a missing briefcase
to its rightful owner. With his new friend Kaleigh, Steel attempts to put the pieces of
this thrilling mystery together while trying to stay one step ahead of the federal agents.

Steel Trap: The Challenge will appeal to readers across the board. The author’s direct

approach to mystery writing and the overarching themes of teamwork and problem
solving make it a great option for both advanced and struggling readers.

Matthew G. Skillen

Manhattan, KS

Waiting for Normal by Leslie Connor Family/ Growing up

HarperCollins, 2008, 290 pp., $17.89 ISBN: 978-0-06-089088-9

Twelve-year-old Addie is used to taking care of herself. Her mother is unstable, unreli-
able, and mostly absent, and she has been separated from her stepfather and little
sisters. As Addie adjusts to a new life in a small trailer under a bridge in Schenectady,
New York, she realizes that the thing she really wants is to just be normal.

In this novel, we meet a heroine in a young girl whose future seems anything but
bright. Connor introduces us to Addie, a ray of sunshine in the dismal world around
her. Addie’s optimism, sensitivity, and honesty bring joy to the people she meets. As
you read this sincere though heart-wrenching novel, you will feel yourself wishing,
more than anything, a “normal” life for Addie.
Sarah de Verges
Fayetteville, AR

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Lori Goodson

409 Cherry Circle

Manhattan, KS 66503

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Lori Goodson at lagoodson@cox.net
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