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B
lood R

oses by Francesca Lia B
lock

M
agical R

ealism
/Transform

ation
H

arperC
ollins, 2008, 144 pp., $15.99

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-076384-8

Francesca Lia B
lock, w

inner of the M
argaret A

. Edw
ards A

w
ard for lifetim

e contribu-
tions to young adult literature, serves up yet another collection of thought-provoking
m

agical realism
 stories. A

 genre-defying w
riter, B

lock delivers nine stories told from
the fem

ale perspective; som
e are connected, and m

ost include or describe a transfor-
m

ation: a girl becom
es a giant (giantess); a boy, a centaur, and a m

other, a vam
pire.

T
hem

es include dangerous first encounters, first kisses, teen sex, sexual abuse, friend-
ship, death, identity and m

aturation.

A
s thought-provoking as her earlier w

orks, this collection is characterized by B
lock’s

signature style: her sentence structure is sparse; yet her w
riting is poetic and m

eta-
phoric. Literary m

otifs abound: blood roses, dollhouses, and tattoos speak to pain, fear,
and loss. T

he brief vignettes are excellent m
odels for creative w

riting. T
he stories are

short, but com
plex. For m

ature readers, grades 10 and up.
Pam

 B. C
ole

K
ennesaw

, G
A

C
h
erry H

eaven
 by L. J. A

dlington
Science Fiction

G
reenw

illow
 B

ooks, 2008, 458 pp., $17.89
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-143181-4

C
herry H

eaven
 by L.J. A

dlington takes the reader to another w
orld w

here one’s life has
been determ

ined by the color of the individual’s hand stam
p. Tanka and K

at, sisters
from

 w
ar-torn C

ity Five, travel in the highest luxury available as they arrive to the N
ew

Frontier w
ith high expectations; som

e are m
et and som

e are not.

A
s Tanka and K

at learn to live in the N
ew

 Frontier, another girl, B
ottle Seal 55, is also

on a journey, a journey in search of revenge and truth. W
hen the girls’ paths cr oss,

decisions w
ill have to be m

ade. D
o the sisters have enough strength and courage to

stand up for w
hat is right? Is there really a ghost out in the orchard? A

re people still
considered people even if som

e in society consider them
 scum

?

A
dlington delivers the readers a variety of m

oral them
es that m

ust be considered as the
m

ulti-layered plot unfolds. A
lthough C

herry H
eaven

 appears daunting at nearly 500
pages, readers of all levels w

ho enjoy science fiction and fantasy w
ill enjoy this novel

as w
ell.

R
ebekah Skillen
M

anhattan, K
S

B
ook of a T

h
ou

san
d D

ays by Shannon H
ale

Fem
ale Friendship/H

ealing
B

loom
sbury, 2007, 306 pp., $17.95

ISB
N

: 978-1-59990-051-3

Princess Saren is in love w
ith K

han Tegus but betrothed to the dark Lord K
hasar. Saren

fears him
, for good reason, and rejects the m

atch. A
s punishm

ent for her rebelliousness,
her father locks her in a w

indow
less tow

er for seven years. A
s the novel opens, Princess

Saren is alone, except for the com
panionship of her m

ucker m
aid, D

ashti.

In this recasting of G
rim

m
’s classic fairy tale, N

ew
berry A

w
ard w

inning author Shannon
H

ale once again delights m
odern audiences w

ith a feisty, fem
ale protagonist, w

ho not
only m

ust com
e into her ow

n but also protect the fearful, insecure Princess from
 herself

as w
ell as from

 others w
ho w

ould do her harm
.

Young adult girls, w
ho are also on their ow

n journeys of self-discovery, w
ill be enchanted

by this tale about fem
ale friendships, healing, and com

ing of age am
idst the real-w

orld
tensions of betrayal, abandonm

ent, deception, and loss. D
iscussion of literary elem

ents,
such as the narrative structure of fairy tales or the traditional use of character types, w

ill
m

ake this book a productive com
panion to a study of classic tales in the ELA

 classroom
.

Phyllis T
hom

pson
Johnson C

ity, T
N

T
h
e D

ragon
fly K

eeper by Tanya Pilum
eli

Fantasy
Fava Press, 2008, 254 pp., $12.95

ISB
N

: 0-9801396-0-0

A
fter Fritz their dog gets out of the house and runs aw

ay from
 them

, M
anuela and

Silvia begin their adventure. T
heir neighbor, M

iss Sasha, an odd, w
eathered w

om
an,

offers the girls cider and suggests they “help save the m
agic in this sad w

orld.” T
he

girls agree, and after M
iss Sasha dresses them

 in costum
es, she hands them

 a sm
ooth

shaanti, or place stone. M
iss Sasha explains there are three rules for using the stone,

and the girls go in search of “the W
eaver.”

T
heir quest to protect the D

ragonflies is riddled w
ith m

issed steps and separations. T
he

girls and Fritz do their best to save the D
ragonflies from

 the “R
ogs.”

Pilum
eli uses im

agination and her m
ain characters to w

eave a story w
here w

orking
together and trusting m

agic and others brings the girls hom
e safely. A

n appendix of
language translations helps the reader understand unfam

iliar w
ords.

D
eborah B

arnes
Junction C

ity, K
S
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s

G
on

e by M
ichael G

rant
A

pocalyptic/Science Fiction
H

arper Teen, 2008, 576 pp., $17.99
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-144876-8

W
hen everyone over the age of fourteen suddenly vanishes, San Perdido B

each, C
ali-

fornia is never the sam
e. N

ot only are all of the adults gone, but there are no w
orking

telephones, no Internet access, no cable, and only children left behind to deal w
ith the

afterm
ath. Fires begin from

 appliances left on w
hen the adults vanished. T

here are no
firem

en to put out the fires. C
ars sm

ash into buildings and each other, after being
relieved of their drivers, but there are no em

ergency w
orkers or doctors to help care for

the children w
ho are injured. W

hat caused this all to happen?

K
ids m

ust care for younger children as w
ell as them

selves. A
nd those kids all look to

Sam
 Tem

ple, nicknam
ed “School B

us Sam
” for his heroics in saving the kids in a near-

disaster on a school bus a couple of years before. W
ill Sam

 be able to bring order w
here

there is chaos and confusion? W
ill the adults return? A

nd w
hat is the FAY

Z
? A

 definite
page-turner that w

ill keep readers hooked from
 the very first paragraph on.Jennifer Lee

Louisville, K
Y

T
h
e H

igh
er Pow

er of Lu
cky by Susan Patron

A
bandoned C

hildren/Friendship
A

theneum
, 2007, 134 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 978-1-4169-0194-5

A
t ten years old, Lucky has hit rock bottom

: her biological m
other is dead, her father is

“absent,” and her m
ost loyal com

panion in the w
orld, H

M
S B

eagle, leaves her in a dust
storm

 in the desert. Lucky’s life is spinning out of control.

It is not until she heads into the M
ojave desert that she charts her ow

n course and gains
the perspective to take control of her life. H

ow
ever, holed up in a cave during a dust

storm
, she finds herself caring for a scared five-year old nam

ed M
iles, w

ho is also lost
and m

otherless, instead of forging ahead w
ith her ow

n quest for stability and control.

H
ard Pan (pop. 34) is every tow

n, and Lucky is every kid, w
hose issue is abandon-

m
ent, w

hose life is com
plicated, and w

ho know
s one doesn’t have to be an adult to hit

rock bottom
. T

he H
igher Pow

er of Lucky is a story about vision and about the persever-
ance it takes to w

ait for the storm
 to pass and the dust to settle.

Phyllis T
hom

pson
Johnson C

ity, T
N

H
on

eybee by N
aom

i Shihab N
ye

Poetry/Self D
iscovery

G
reenw

illow
 B

ooks, 2008, 164 pp. $17.89
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-085390-7

T
hrough her practice of being present in each m

om
ent, Shihab N

ye em
barks on a

journey of self discovery. T
his insightful collection of eighty-tw

o poem
s and prose

paragraphs exam
ines cultural diversity and fam

ily dynam
ics set against the purposeful

m
otion of bees. D

ynam
ic patterns of literary insight illum

inate the connectedness of all
hum

anity through the eyes of a constantly m
oving observer. Lighting briefly at precise

m
om

ents in tim
e, the author departs w

ith new
ly found insights and a satiated feeling

of personal connectedness.

A
stute im

agery draw
s the reader into N

ye’s vision of a “shared w
orld” w

here hum
ans

connect w
ith one another, regardless of apparent differences. She dem

onstrates that in
order to experience this phenom

enon, individuals m
ust learn to be present through all

of their senses, opening them
selves to the w

onders of hum
an existence. T

his w
ork

em
bodies Em

erson’s ow
n literary advice to “adopt the pace of nature. H

er secret is
patience.”

Patricia E. A
ckerm

an
A

bilene, K
S

T
h
e G

reat R
ace: T

h
e A

m
azin

g R
ou

n
d-th

e-W
orld

A
utom

obile H
istory/R

acing
A

u
to R

ace of 1908 by G
ary B

lackw
ood

A
bram

 B
ooks for Young R

eaders, 2008, 142 pp., $19.95
ISB

N
: 978-0-8109-9489-8

T
he year is 1908, and three com

panies from
 three different countries have assem

bled team
s

to com
pete in a round-the-w

orld race. T
he gim

m
ick? T

he racers w
ill be driving the new

-
fangled horseless carriage.

B
lackw

ood details the adventures and m
isadventures of the G

erm
an, Italian, and A

m
erican

team
s as they race from

 N
ew

 York to Paris. T
he racers cross som

e of the m
ost hostile and

unforgiving clim
ates in the w

orld, including Siberia, in an attem
pt to prove the greatness of

their new
 m

achines and bolster the burgeoning nationalism
 that is spreading across the

globe.

B
lackw

ood does an excellent job of detailing the m
any difficulties faced by the m

en running
the race. Perhaps the greatest strength of the book, beyond the exciting pictures, is the final
chapter describing the afterm

ath of the race. B
lackw

ood connects the race to the rise of the
autom

obile culture as w
ell as the W

orld W
ars. T

his book is appropriate for upper elem
entary

and above.
K

arolinde Young
M

anhattan, K
S
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Last C
h
an

ce for First by Tom
 H

azuka
R

elationships/Identity/Sports
B

row
n B

arn B
ooks, 2008, 296 pp., $8.95

ISB
N

: 978-0-9798824-0-1

In a m
ad m

ix of high school relationship conflicts, peer pressure, follow
ing in his older

brother’s footsteps, and striving to be the star of his soccer team
, junior R

obbie Fielder
takes on his junior year at N

orthbrook H
igh. Fielder finds him

self torn betw
een living

up to jock expectations of his harassing coach and the opportunity for a college schol-
arship, and going against popularity by falling m

ore and m
ore for the new

 girl w
ho

seem
s to be an outcast.

H
azuka captures the essence of a teenager’s action packed high school life w

here m
ak-

ing choices and learning how
 to be yourself go hand in hand. Everything from

 drunk
driving to nagging parents are sm

artly intertw
ined into a w

ell w
ritten story from

 the
point of view

 of an everyday, likable high school student.
M

elissa D
eW

itt
M

anhattan, K
S

Love in
 th

e C
orn

er Pocket by M
arlene Perez

C
om

ing of A
ge/Friendship

Point, Im
print of Scholastic, 2008, 230 pp., $17.89

ISB
N

: 978-0-545-01991-0

C
hloe M

cB
ride is com

pletely confident w
hen it com

es to shooting pool. G
ino’s restau-

rant, w
ith its w

ell-used pool tables, is like a second hom
e. W

ith a cue stick in her hand,
all of the com

plications of her Laguna B
each life take a back seat; her parents’ separa-

tion, her less than perfect figure, and her gorgeous best friend. B
ut w

hen G
ino’s hand-

som
e nephew

 A
lex appears on the scene, C

hloe finds her concentration broken. W
hen

A
lex show

s an interest in getting to know
 her, her gorgeous best friend show

s an
interest in A

lex and C
hloe’s life becom

es even m
ore com

plicated.

A
s the story unfolds, C

hloe m
ust face the possibility of reconciliation betw

een her
parents, the unraveling of a friendship, and the realization that change is an inevitable
part of life. U

pper m
iddle school and high school w

ill relate to the questions of loyalty
and friendship that em

erge in this novel.
V

icki Sherbert
W

akefield, K
S

Little A
u
drey by R

uth W
hite

C
oal M

ining/H
istory/A

ppalachia
Farrar, Straus and G

iroux, 2008, 160 pp., $16.00
ISB

N
: 978-0-374-34580-8

N
o young adult w

riter paints a better portrait of life in the A
ppalachian M

ountains than
R

uth W
hite, author of the N

ew
bery H

onor book, B
elle Prater’s B

oy. W
hite’s latest effort

represents her m
ost autobiographical w

ork to date. N
arrating her story through the

voice of A
udrey, her older sister, R

uth travels back to the sum
m

er of 1948, a tim
e in

w
hich she, her tw

o sisters, and her parents w
ere living in Jew

ell Valley, a coal m
ining

cam
p in southw

estern V
irginia, and a tim

e that changed her life forever.

T
he reader learns A

udrey has just recovered from
 scarlet fever. R

ail thin, she is teased
by boys and girls in the cam

p, but has a close friend in V
irgil, a young boy w

ho recently
m

oved to the cam
p from

 K
entucky. A

udrey’s father, a m
iner, drinks heavily and spends

m
uch of his paycheck on alcohol. H

er m
other is haunted by the loss of an infant child

and struggles to feed the fam
ily—

m
any days they go w

ithout.

A
n extraordinary addition to the literature on life in the A

ppalachian coal m
ining com

-
m

unities of the m
id-1900s and a m

ust read in social studies.
Pam

 B. C
ole

K
ennesaw

, G
A

M
e, th

e M
issin

g, an
d th

e D
ead by Jenny Valentine

Fam
ily R

elationships
H

arper Teen, 2007, 201 pp., $17.89
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-085069-2

T
he first novel by B

ritish author Jenny Valentine is a carefully crafted portrait of a 15-
year-old protagonist’s search to learn about the father, w

ho abandoned his fam
ily sev-

eral years earlier. T
his quest begins w

ith Lucas Sw
ain’s unlikely discovery of an urn

containing the ashes of an elderly w
om

an sitting on a shelf in the offices of a cab
com

pany. Im
m

ediately draw
n to this w

om
an, Lucas learns that she w

as abandoned in
the back seat of a cab. W

ith the help of his grandm
other, Lucas takes possession of the

ashes, and this m
ysterious w

om
an in the urn seem

s intent on telling Lucas som
ething.

W
hat he learns w

ill change everything.

M
e, the M

issin
g, an

d the D
ead is a com

pelling study of a group of fam
ily relationships.

T
he characters are w

ell-developed, and the book offers adolescents an insight into the
com

plex psychological w
orkings of a dysfunctional fam

ily.

Jenny Valentine is an author to w
atch.

F. Todd G
oodson

M
anhattan, K

S
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Stealin
g H

eaven by Elizabeth Scott
Fiction/C

rim
e

H
arper Teen, 2008, 320 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-112280-4

Stealing is all D
anielle know

s. She and her m
other have been breaking into houses for

as long as she can rem
em

ber. M
oving from

 tow
n to tow

n, finding just the right house
to rob, and fencing their “finds,” D

anielle know
s no other w

ay of life. H
er m

other
yearns for silver, but D

anielle longs for som
ething just a little m

ore “norm
al.”

It’s only after she and her m
other land in a sm

all beach tow
n called H

eaven that
D

anielle actually m
akes a friend for the first tim

e in her life. A
lso, she m

eets a guy w
ho

is interested in her and seem
s nice, but w

ho also happens to be a cop. H
eaven, a place

w
here the beach hom

es are as m
ajestic as the nam

e of the tow
n, seem

s to be a place
w

here D
anielle could actually settle dow

n and have a real life, w
hich is som

ething
she‘s alw

ays dream
ed of having. W

ill she throw
 that all aw

ay and continue the life
she’s alw

ays know
n?

Jennifer Lee
Louisville, K

Y

W
aitin

g for N
orm

al by Leslie C
onnor

Fam
ily/ G

row
ing up

H
arperC

ollins, 2008, 290 pp., $17.89
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-089088-9

Tw
elve-year-old A

ddie is used to taking care of herself. H
er m

other is unstable, unreli-
able, and m

ostly absent, and she has been separated from
 her stepfather and little

sisters. A
s A

ddie adjusts to a new
 life in a sm

all trailer under a bridge in Schenectady,
N

ew
 York, she realizes that the thing she really w

ants is to just be norm
al.

In this novel, w
e m

eet a heroine in a young girl w
hose future seem

s anything but
bright. C

onnor introduces us to A
ddie, a ray of sunshine in the dism

al w
orld around

her. A
ddie’s optim

ism
, sensitivity, and honesty bring joy to the people she m

eets. A
s

you read this sincere though heart-w
renching novel, you w

ill feel yourself w
ishing,

m
ore than anything, a “norm

al” life for A
ddie.

Sarah de Verges
Fayetteville, A

R

Steel Trap: T
h
e C

h
allen

ge by R
idley Pearson

M
ystery/T

hriller
D

isney Editions, 2008, 324 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 978-1-4231-0640-1

In his latest publication, Steel Trap: T
he C

hallen
ge, R

idley Pearson introduces a unique
character nam

ed Steven “Steel” Trapp. Steel is an inquisitive young m
an w

ho is blessed
and plagued w

ith a rem
arkable photographic m

em
ory. M

otivated by his father’s love
for science, Steel invents a device he calls FID

O
E—

the Fully Integrated D
igital O

der
Evaluator—

and, his new
 invention places him

 as a finalist in the N
ational Science

C
hallenge. W

hile on his w
ay to com

pete in the science challenge, Steel quickly finds
him

self in the m
iddle of a dreadful plot after he attem

pts to return a m
issing briefcase

to its rightful ow
ner. W

ith his new
 friend K

aleigh, Steel attem
pts to put the pieces of

this thrilling m
ystery together w

hile trying to stay one step ahead of the federal agents.

Steel Trap: T
he C

hallen
ge w

ill appeal to readers across the board. T
he author’s direct

approach to m
ystery w

riting and the overarching them
es of team

w
ork and problem

solving m
ake it a great option for both advanced and struggling readers.

M
atthew

 G
. Skillen

M
anhattan, K

S

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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