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of viewing and experiencing life. . . . the fairy tale,
however, reveals [this theme] through its form” (45).
Sachar’s narrative construct establishes an irony that
privileges the reader as it entertains. I assert that this
intricate craftsmanship merits serious theoretic
candling.

If Young Adult and Children’s Literatures are to
continue making headway against the “theory barrier”
that marginalizes both genres within the academy,
scholarly critics must be willing to examine these texts
with the same literary scrutiny we critique adult
canonical texts (Daniels 78). Sachar’s Holes is one of
many notable YA novels that rises to the challenge of
critical inquiry and theoretical exploration. This
ground is fertile for such investigations. Literary
scholars from within the academy will learn that there
is an ever-growing corpus of YA and children’s texts
that not only withstand rigorous analysis, but flourish
and grow in their significance as we examine their
craftsmanship and explore their intricacies. We must
simply get beyond the hierarchical biases of genre
classifications.

1 In what may be a further, unsubstantiated but possible
entanglement between character sets, Elya Yelnats
married an American girl named Sarah Miller (Sachar
38). Trout Walker marries a young girl named Linda
Miller (121). Is it possible that Stanley and the warden are
related (albeit distantly) through a marriage in the near
past?
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ALAN Foundation Research Grants

Members of ALAN may apply to the ALAN Foundation for funding (up to $1,500) for research in young
adult literature. Proposals are reviewed by the five most recent presidents of ALAN. Awards are made
annually in the fall and are announced at the ALAN breakfast during the NCTE convention in November.
The application deadline each year is September 15th.
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within commuting distance of the convention location where airfare and housing would not be necessary.)
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must also come from the applicant’s school system. The deadline for submission is September 1. Applicants
will be judged on their ability to articulate their understanding of the value of Young Adult Literature as well
as their explanation of how they intend to use YA books and the information they gather at the Workshop in
their own classrooms.

For further information about this grant, contact ALAN Executive Secretary Gary Salvner at
gsalvner@ysu.edu or 330-941-3414. Information about the ALAN Workshop may be obtained from the
ALAN Website—www.alan-ya.org. Information about the NCTE Convention may be obtained on the NCTE
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