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C
on

ception
 by K

alisha B
uckhanon

True to Life/Teen Pregnancy
St. M

artin’s Press, 2008, 277 pp., $21.95
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-312-33270-9

C
on

ception
 is the second novel w

ritten by K
alisha B

uckhanon, a notable young author w
ho

has w
on several distinguished aw

ards. T
his novel alternates betw

een tw
o narrators, Shivana

M
ontgom

ery and her unborn child. T
he unborn child narrates her experiences as an un-

born child in different m
others’ w

om
bs across different tim

e periods. Each m
other loses

her, w
hich causes her return to a m

etaphysical realm
 w

here she w
aits for another. She is

really connected to her latest m
other-to-be, w

ho happens to be fifteen years old.

Shivana is a product of a cycle of single m
others raising children on their ow

n. H
er m

other
rears her through a type of tough love that displays anger tow

ard Shivana, instead of com
-

m
unicating her fear that she w

ill repeat her path. Shivana searches for love in an older
m

arried m
an and ends up pregnant.

T
his book is recom

m
ended for 11th- and 12th-grade students. T

here are som
e instances of

profanity and sexual scenes. It w
ould be an excellent selection for independent reading

because of its raw
 portrait of urban life from

 an urban fem
ale adolescent’s point-of-view

.
A

njeanette C
. A

lexander-Sm
ith

Tallahassee, FLA

T
h
e D

iam
on

d of D
ru

ry Lan
e by Julia G

olding
A

dventure/H
istorical Fiction

R
oaring B

rook Press, 2008, 432 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
-13: 978-1-59643-351-9
ISB

N
-10: 1-59643-351-5

C
atherine (C

at) R
oyal is on the hunt for a diam

ond hidden som
ew

here in her hom
e,

T
he R

oyal T
heatre. C

at’s guardian has entrusted her w
ith keeping the secret about the

jew
el of the theater. B

ut can a young, poor orphan be trusted w
ith anything?

T
his first of the C

at R
oyal A

dventure series takes the reader to the turn of the 19th
century London w

ith phrases, m
aps, and specific settings from

 that tim
e period. G

olding
allow

s her C
at to have m

any lives by m
oving her in and out of m

any societies in
London. G

olding blends racism
, slavery, and the differences betw

een the haves and the
have-nots seam

lessly, along w
ith a touch of hum

or. C
at proves to the reader that young

people can keep their w
ord and help anyone regardless of sex, race, or class.

T
his novel w

as a joy to read just to see w
hat trouble C

at w
ould get into next.

M
ary Schm

utz
Junction C

ity, K
S

T
h
e D

ead an
d th

e G
on

e by Susan B
eth Pfeffer

Fiction/A
pocalyptic/Survival

H
arcourt B

ooks, 2008, 336 pp., $17.00
ISB

N
: 978-0-15-206311-5

Seventeen-year-old A
lex M

orales and his fam
ily live in N

ew
 York C

ity. H
is m

om
 has

started a new
 job at the hospital, his older brother C

arlos has gone off to the M
arines,

and his father is in Puerto R
ico for a funeral. A

lex and his tw
o younger sisters are alone

at hom
e w

hen it happens: the m
oon is hit by an asteroid, w

hich knocks it out of its
norm

al orbit. T
he m

oon rolls closer to Earth, and that is w
here the story really takes

off.

Sure, the m
oon m

ay not seem
 very im

portant. A
t least that’s w

hat A
lex thinks at first.

B
ut w

hen the tsunam
is hit and the Statue of Liberty is w

ashed aw
ay, readers know

things aren’t going to get better any tim
e soon. It’s one disaster after another, and A

lex
needs to take care of him

self, as w
ell as his sisters. If you liked Pfeffer’s Life A

s W
e

K
n

ew
 It , this book is a com

panion to it, although not a sequel. Volcanic eruptions,
earthquakes, food shortages, and epidem

ics: this book has it all.
Jennifer Lee

Louisville, K
Y

D
iam

on
d W

illow
 by H

elen Frost
Poetry

Frances Foster B
ooks, 2008, 128 pp., $16.00

ISB
N

: 978-0-374-31776-8
0-374-31776-3

A
n interesting com

bination of poetry and prose, this book tells the story of a D
iam

ond, a
12-year-old girl grow

ing up in central A
laska. Each poem

 is in the shape of a diam
ond, and

Frost uses bold w
ords in each poem

 to reveal the hidden feelings of D
iam

ond. T
he form

and depth of each poem
 is striking and stirring. T

he prose sections are told from
 the per-

spective of D
iam

ond’s anim
al ancestors, w

ho periodically intervene in D
iam

ond’s life.

D
iam

ond shares her deepest fears, longings, and adventures w
ith the reader. T

he greatest
of these adventures occurs w

hen D
iam

ond convinces her fam
ily to let her m

ush alone to
her grandparents’ hom

e. A
long the w

ay D
iam

ond has an accident that w
ill eventually lead

her on a dangerous adventure.

Frost’s book sparkles w
ith the beauty of nature, realization of truth, and surprising tw

ists
in both form

 and plot. D
iam

on
d W

illow
 is ideal for m

iddle school students and/or as a
com

plem
ent to any poetry unit.

Lauren M
arston

Fayetteville, A
R
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In
 M

ozart’s Sh
adow

: H
is Sister’s Story

H
istorical Fiction/Sibling R

iv alry
by C

arolyn M
eyer

H
arcourt, 2008, 350 pp., $17.00

ISB
N

: 9778-0-15-205594-3

C
arolyn M

eyer, acclaim
ed author of num

erous historical novels for young readers, now
w

onders: W
hat m

ust it have been like to be the sister of the bratty child prodigy W
olfgang

M
ozart? In

 M
ozart’s Shadow

 is her im
aginative but research-based response.

A
 m

usical genius in her ow
n right, N

annerl M
ozart repeatedly finds herself in her

brother’s shadow
 as her father insists she subordinate her ow

n career and even her
hopes for m

arriage in order to serve the Fam
ily M

ozart.

M
eyer capably brings eighteenth-century European life into the reach of younger ado-

lescents. T
hose w

ho enjoy classical m
usic w

ill appreciate an “inside view
” of W

olfgang’s
pranks and escapades. G

irls w
ill enjoy the touches of rom

ance in N
annerl’s life but

perhaps m
ay flinch at the dom

ination fem
ales endured during the 1700s.Judy B

eem
er

M
ilford, K

S

A
 Little Frien

dly A
dvice by Siobhan V

ivian
Friendship/D

ivorce/R
om

ance
Push (Scholastic), 2008, 248 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 978-0-545-00404-6

R
uby’s sixteenth birthday celebration w

ith three friends takes an unexpected turn w
hen

her dad crashes the party after a ten-year absence. R
uby only w

ants to play w
ith her

vintage Polaroid and m
aybe experience her first hook-up, but her plans keep getting

interrupted by stale m
em

ories of her dad and the best intentions of her closest friend,
B

eth.

T
his first novel expertly captures the authentic voices of teen girls. V

ivian sets up a
beautiful contrast betw

een the clean, still m
om

ents of life, captured in a w
hite Polaroid

fram
e, and its ongoing com

plexities and flow
. T

he tension betw
een the girls is tenderly

captured, and R
uby’s fears of abandonm

ent produce em
pathy rather than pity. T

he
given reality of teen sm

oking and drinking m
ight lim

it the book to a high school audi-
ence.

M
elissa M

oore
Jackson, T

N

Lockdow
n
 by D

iane Tullson
R

ealistic Fiction/School Shooting
O

rca B
ook Publishers, 2008, 103 pp., $9.95

ISB
N

: 978-1-55143-916-7

A
s a form

er public school educator w
ho has lived through bom

b and shooting threats,
I w

as not, at first excited about reading a book about an ostracized boy nam
ed Josh

w
ho, after experiencing yet an

other hum
iliating and defeating incident in a classroom

,
takes m

atters into his ow
n hands. H

ow
ever, Tullson creates m

uch depth and com
plex-

ity in Josh’s character, so, w
hile readers w

ill w
ince at his actions, they should also

w
ince at how

 fellow
 students treat him

.

R
eaders are also introduced to A

dam
, a slacker w

ith a heart; his rom
antic interest, Z

oe;
and the tennis-shoe w

earing, young principal, M
r. C

onnor. T
hey, along w

ith other
intriguing m

inor characters, find them
selves in the m

iddle of a lockdow
n—

trapped in
their ow

n school w
ithout a clue as to w

ho is shooting and w
hy. N

ot only w
ill the

ending create m
uch discussion, reluctant readers w

ill also appreciate the book size,
pacing, and colorful characters.

Jacob Stratm
an

Siloam
 Springs, A

R

Ju
liet’s M

oon
 by A

nn R
inaldi

H
istorical Fiction

H
arcourt, 2008, 245 pp., $17.00

ISB
N

: 978-0-15-206170-8

T
his installm

ent of A
nn R

inaldi’s G
reat Episodes series tells the story of Juliet B

radshaw
,

a 12-year-old girl grow
ing up in the m

idst of the C
ivil W

ar. H
er only living fam

ily—
her

father and brother Seth—
w

holly support the C
onfederacy, and Seth leaves the fam

ily’s
M

issouri farm
 to join Q

uantrill’s R
aiders. A

s a result, the Yankees arrive on the farm
and shoot Juliet’s father and burn her hom

e to the ground.

Soon afterw
ard, Juliet is captured, along w

ith Seth’s fiancée M
artha and M

artha’s sis-
ters. T

hus begins the girls’ long journey hom
e and Juliet’s personal quest to reconcile

the good side of herself w
ith her new

ly discovered dark side.

W
hile the prose of Juliet’s M

oon
 is easily accessible to both low

- and high-level readers,
som

e of the content m
ay be too graphic for younger students. It w

ould be best for
m

ature readers in eighth to 10
th grade.

K
atie Pearson

Junction C
ity, K

S
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h
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 Sain
t of B

u
tterflies by C

ecilia G
alante

Friendship/C
om

m
unes/A

buse
B

loom
sbury, 2008, 292 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

-10: 1-59990-249-4

A
t fourteen, A

gnes and H
oney find their lifelong friendship increasingly strained. A

s
A

gnes im
m

erses herself in the strictures and ideals of the religious com
m

une w
here

they have grow
n up, H

oney grow
s m

ore skeptical, questioning the values, norm
s, and

hypocrisy of the only w
orld she’s ever know

n. W
hen A

gnes’s visiting grandm
other

glim
pses the dangers lurking behind closed doors, she takes both girls and A

gnes’
younger brother on an unexpected, unforgettable road trip. A

long the w
ay, H

oney finds
hom

e by leaving it, w
hile A

gnes reluctantly trades m
oral certainty for devastating truth.

G
alante tells a poignant, com

pelling, and tim
ely story through the alternating perspec-

tives of A
gnes and H

oney. H
er ow

n childhood experiences of com
m

une life allow
 her

to engage its com
plexities w

ith authenticity, insight, and sensitivity. Yet the novel re-
m

ains, above all, a testam
ent to the redem

ptive pow
er of friendship and an exploration

of the universal adolescent search for kinship and belonging.
H

elen B
ittel

Scranton, PA

T
h
e Possibilities of Sain

th
ood by D

onna Freitas
 Teen G

irls/Friendship/Love
Frances Foster B

ooks, 2008, 280 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
 13: 978-0-374-36087-0
ISB

N
 10: 0-374-36087-1

Fifteen-oh-so-close-to-16-year-old A
ntonia has been patiently praying to the m

any saints
and w

riting to the Vatican about being nam
ed a living saint herself. She w

ants to be
appointed the Patron Saint of Figs and Fig Trees. She also w

ouldn’t m
ind kissing A

ndy
R

otellini on her w
ay to becom

ing the first living saint. A
ntonia w

rites every day in her
Saints D

iary, including thoughts and prayers about A
ndy, her w

idow
ed m

other, her
grandm

other dealing w
ith early dem

entia, and her trials about the fam
ous fig tree that

brings in m
oney for her fam

ily. H
unky M

ichael M
cG

innis tries to show
 A

ntonia how
she is already a saint in the com

m
unity.

Freitas’ novel show
ed the m

any trials that teens go through in finding their ow
n iden-

tity. A
ntonia is a privately strong fem

ale character for young girls to live through vicari-
ously. She falls in love every day but still m

aintains her ow
n reputation like any saint.

M
ary Schm

utz
Junction C

ity, K
S

Peeled by Joan B
auer

M
ysteries/Farm

 Life/Journalism
Penguin Young R

eaders G
roup, 2008, 248 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

-10: 0399234756
ISB

N
-13: 978-0399234750

H
ildy B

iddle, an aspiring journalist, lives in apple orchard country in upstate N
ew

 York and
w

rites for her school paper fittingly nam
ed T

he C
ore. W

hen a dead body is found at the old
Ludlow

 H
ouse, abandoned property thought to be haunted, apprehension in the sleepy

tow
n of B

anesville builds. U
neasiness turns to hysteria w

hen Pen Piedm
ont, editor of the

local paper, sensationalizes the death and other m
ysterious occurrences around the property

in an effort to sell m
ore papers and draw

 m
ore attention to the tow

n’s unrest. D
eterm

ined to
challenge Piedm

ont’s scarem
ongering and unethical tactics, H

ildy sets out to uncover the
m

ystery surrounding the dead body and other strange occurrences.

H
ildy, aided by her friends and form

er professional journalist, B
aker Polton, uncovers a

shady plot to destroy the orchards and turn the tow
n into a tourist trap. H

ildy is courageous
and relentless. She unpeels the truth about shady political doings and hum

an greed in her
sm

all tow
n and, in doing so, finds the core of her ow

n m
oral fiber.

Pam
 B. C

ole
K

ennesaw
, G

A

Side by Side: N
ew

 Poem
s In

spired by A
rt

Poetry and A
rt

From
 A

rou
n
d th

e W
orld Edited by Jan G

reenberg
A

bram
s B

ooks for Young R
eaders, 2008, 88 pp., $19.95

ISB
N

: 978-0-8109-9471-3

In her previous anthology, H
eart to H

eart , Jan G
reenberg collected A

m
erican poem

s
inspired by w

orks of art. Side by Side continues this tradition from
 a global perspective.

W
orks of art are reprinted and paired w

ith poetry inspired by the art. T
he poem

s are
printed both in their original language and in English translation. T

he poetry and art
collected are grouped into chapters: Stories, Voices, Expressions, and Im

pressions. A
d-

ditionally, the book contains brief biographies of the artists, authors, and translators, as
w

ell as a m
ap of the w

orld identifying the countries reflected in the collection

Side by Side is an excellent addition to any classroom
 or library. It is useful first as a

book of fine poetry but also as a supplem
ent to m

ulticultural studies and as a m
odel for

the use of art as a prom
pt for w

riting.
F. Todd G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S
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W
h
en

 th
e B

lack G
irl Sin

gs by B
il W

right
R

elationships/Identity
Sim

on and Schuster, 2008, 266 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
: 978-1-4169-3995-5

Lahni is adopted. She is black, and her parents are w
hite. T

hey are great parents w
ho

have alw
ays had a great relationship w

ith her and w
ith each other. She is the only black

girl in her private school. N
one of this has ever been a problem

, but now
 Lahni’s life is

full of problem
s.

H
er parents are divorcing, and it is turning her w

orld upside dow
n. For the first tim

e,
kids at school are m

aking an issue of her race, especially one w
eird guy. A

ll of this
leaves Lahni w

ondering w
ho she really is. W

hen her m
usic teacher enters her in a

school talent com
petition, she has a chance to find out—

and m
ake new

 friends w
hile

she does.

Today, there is a real need for books w
ith interracial them

es and situations. B
il W

right
offers one that addresses the issue from

 a different angle and is a fun read.Teri W
alton

Topeka, K
S

W
ritin

g N
aked by Peter G

ould
Identity/Friendship/Environm

ent
Farrar, Straus &

 G
iroux, 2008, 256 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

: 978-0-374-38483-8

V
ictor is a kid w

ho likes to fly under the radar. A
t sixteen he adm

its he is still in “m
y-

trying-to-figure-it-all-out phase.” W
hen V

ictor finds an old typew
riter at a garage sale,

he’s sure there is a story in it. Lugging the typew
riter to an abandoned cabin in the

Verm
ont w

oods, V
ictor begins his journey of self-discovery. W

ith the old R
oyal acting

as friend and talism
an, V

ictor sets out to test the theory that you have to be “naked to
w

rite.” A
 curly-haired nature lover, R

ose A
nna, and her dog D

ash surprise V
ictor one

day. H
e has been detected! U

sing her grandm
other’s gold-plated fountain pen, R

ose
A

nna joins V
ictor in w

riting their w
ay to a special friendship, determ

ining the m
eaning

of “w
riting naked,” and experiencing the w

onder of first love.

W
ritin

g N
aked is a thoughtful novel exploring the idea of how

 w
riting can be self-

defining. W
e hear V

ictor’s voice as he narrates the novel, and w
e hear R

ose A
nna’s

story as she shares her w
riting w

ith V
ictor.

Jane K
enyon

M
anhattan, K

S

W
h
ere People Like U

s Live
Friendship/Fam

ily Problem
s/Sexuality

by Patricia C
um

bie
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-137597-2

Laura G
eringer B

ooks (H
arper Teen), 2008, 210 pp., $16.99

W
hen Libby and her fam

ily m
ove for the um

pteenth, she’s apprehensive about m
aking

m
ore new

 friends before her first year in high school. H
ow

ever, it isn’t long before
Libby m

eets A
ngie, a girl w

ho has all the qualities Libby w
ishes she had, and they

quickly becom
e best friends. A

s best friends, the tw
o girls share tons—

hiding spots,
clothes, the love of horses, a taste in m

usic, and unspoken deep secrets.

A
lthough Libby had noticed A

ngie and her stepfather K
evin had a different relationship

than Libby and her father, it took w
itnessing an act to confirm

 her suspicions. N
ow

,
Libby faces a totally new

 problem
—

ruin her only true friendship and tell, or keep the
secret she prom

ised never to reveal.

W
here People Like U

s Live  is a story that exposes the harsh reality som
e teens face in

dealing w
ith sexual abuse and the im

pact it has on others. T
he story leads into som

e
graphic im

ages and is intended for m
ore m

ature audiences.
A

m
anda G

raham
M

anhattan, K
S

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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