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Conception by Kalisha Buckhanon

True to Life/Teen Pregnancy

St. Martin’s Press, 2008, 277 pp., $21.95 ISBN-13: 978-0-312-33270-9

Conception is the second novel written by Kalisha Buckhanon, a notable young author who
has won several distinguished awards. This novel alternates between two narrators, Shivana
Montgomery and her unborn child. The unborn child narrates her experiences as an un-
born child in different mothers’ wombs across different time periods. Each mother loses
her, which causes her return to a metaphysical realm where she waits for another. She is
really connected to her latest mother-to-be, who happens to be fifteen years old.

Shivana is a product of a cycle of single mothers raising children on their own. Her mother
rears her through a type of tough love that displays anger toward Shivana, instead of com-
municating her fear that she will repeat her path. Shivana searches for love in an older
married man and ends up pregnant.

This book is recommended for 11th- and 12th-grade students. There are some instances of
profanity and sexual scenes. It would be an excellent selection for independent reading
because of its raw portrait of urban life from an urban female adolescent’s point-of-view.
Anjeanette C. Alexander-Smith

Tallahassee, FLA

The Dead and the Gone by Susan Beth Pfeffer Fiction/Apocalyptic/Survival

Harcourt Books, 2008, 336 pp., $17.00 ISBN: 978-0-15-206311-5

Seventeen-year-old Alex Morales and his family live in New York City. His mom has
started a new job at the hospital, his older brother Carlos has gone off to the Marines,
and his father is in Puerto Rico for a funeral. Alex and his two younger sisters are alone
at home when it happens: the moon is hit by an asteroid, which knocks it out of its
normal orbit. The moon rolls closer to Earth, and that is where the story really takes
off.

Sure, the moon may not seem very important. At least that’s what Alex thinks at first.
But when the tsunamis hit and the Statue of Liberty is washed away, readers know
things aren’t going to get better any time soon. It’s one disaster after another, and Alex
needs to take care of himself, as well as his sisters. If you liked Pfeffer’s Life As We
Knew It, this book is a companion to it, although not a sequel. Volcanic eruptions,
earthquakes, food shortages, and epidemics: this book has it all.
Jennifer Lee
Louisville, KY

The Diamond of Drury Lane by Julia Golding Adventure/Historical Fiction

ISBN-13: 978-1-59643-351-9
ISBN-10: 1-59643-351-5

Roaring Brook Press, 2008, 432 pp., $16.95

Catherine (Cat) Royal is on the hunt for a diamond hidden somewhere in her home,
The Royal Theatre. Cat’s guardian has entrusted her with keeping the secret about the
jewel of the theater. But can a young, poor orphan be trusted with anything?

This first of the Cat Royal Adventure series takes the reader to the turn of the 19th
century London with phrases, maps, and specific settings from that time period. Golding
allows her Cat to have many lives by moving her in and out of many societies in
London. Golding blends racism, slavery, and the differences between the haves and the
have-nots seamlessly, along with a touch of humor. Cat proves to the reader that young
people can keep their word and help anyone regardless of sex, race, or class.

This novel was a joy to read just to see what trouble Cat would get into next.
Mary Schmutz
Junction City, KS

Diamond Willow by Helen Frost Poetry

ISBN: 978-0-374-31776-8
0-374-31776-3

Frances Foster Books, 2008, 128 pp., $16.00

An interesting combination of poetry and prose, this book tells the story of a Diamond, a
12-year-old girl growing up in central Alaska. Each poem is in the shape of a diamond, and
Frost uses bold words in each poem to reveal the hidden feelings of Diamond. The form
and depth of each poem is striking and stirring. The prose sections are told from the per-
spective of Diamond’s animal ancestors, who periodically intervene in Diamond’s life.

Diamond shares her deepest fears, longings, and adventures with the reader. The greatest
of these adventures occurs when Diamond convinces her family to let her mush alone to
her grandparents” home. Along the way Diamond has an accident that will eventually lead
her on a dangerous adventure.

Frost’s book sparkles with the beauty of nature, realization of truth, and surprising twists
in both form and plot. Diamond Willow is ideal for middle school students and/or as a
complement to any poetry unit.
Lauren Marston
Fayetteville, AR
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In Mozart’s Shadow: His Sister’s Story Historical Fiction/Sibling Rivalry

by Carolyn Meyer

Harcourt, 2008, 350 pp., $17.00 ISBN: 9778-0-15-205594-3

Carolyn Meyer, acclaimed author of numerous historical novels for young readers, now
wonders: What must it have been like to be the sister of the bratty child prodigy Wolfgang
Mozart? In Mozart’s Shadow is her imaginative but research-based response.

A musical genius in her own right, Nannerl Mozart repeatedly finds herself in her
brother’s shadow as her father insists she subordinate her own career and even her
hopes for marriage in order to serve the Family Mozart.

Meyer capably brings eighteenth-century European life into the reach of younger ado-

lescents. Those who enjoy classical music will appreciate an “inside view” of Wolfgang’s

pranks and escapades. Girls will enjoy the touches of romance in Nannerl’s life but
perhaps may flinch at the domination females endured during the 1700s.

Judy Beemer

Milford, KS

Juliet’s Moon by Ann Rinaldi

Historical Fiction

Harcourt, 2008, 245 pp., $17.00 ISBN: 978-0-15-206170-8

This installment of Ann Rinaldi’s Great Episodes series tells the story of Juliet Bradshaw,
a 12-year-old girl growing up in the midst of the Civil War. Her only living family—her
father and brother Seth—wholly support the Confederacy, and Seth leaves the family’s
Missouri farm to join Quantrill’s Raiders. As a result, the Yankees arrive on the farm
and shoot Juliet’s father and burn her home to the ground.

Soon afterward, Juliet is captured, along with Seth’s fiancée Martha and Martha’s sis-
ters. Thus begins the girls’ long journey home and Juliet’s personal quest to reconcile
the good side of herself with her newly discovered dark side.

While the prose of Juliet’s Moon is easily accessible to both low- and high-level readers,

some of the content may be too graphic for younger students. It would be best for
mature readers in eighth to 10* grade.

Katie Pearson

Junction City, KS

A Little Friendly Advice by Siobhan Vivian Friendship/Divorce/Romance

Push (Scholastic), 2008, 248 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-545-00404-6

Ruby’s sixteenth birthday celebration with three friends takes an unexpected turn when
her dad crashes the party after a ten-year absence. Ruby only wants to play with her
vintage Polaroid and maybe experience her first hook-up, but her plans keep getting
interrupted by stale memories of her dad and the best intentions of her closest friend,
Beth.

This first novel expertly captures the authentic voices of teen girls. Vivian sets up a
beautiful contrast between the clean, still moments of life, captured in a white Polaroid
frame, and its ongoing complexities and flow. The tension between the girls is tenderly
captured, and Ruby’s fears of abandonment produce empathy rather than pity. The
given reality of teen smoking and drinking might limit the book to a high school audi-
ence.
Melissa Moore
Jackson, TN

Lockdown by Diane Tullson

Realistic Fiction/School Shooting

Orca Book Publishers, 2008, 103 pp., $9.95 ISBN: 978-1-55143-916-7

As a former public school educator who has lived through bomb and shooting threats,
I was not, at first excited about reading a book about an ostracized boy named Josh
who, after experiencing yet another humiliating and defeating incident in a classroom,
takes matters into his own hands. However, Tullson creates much depth and complex-
ity in Josh’s character, so, while readers will wince at his actions, they should also
wince at how fellow students treat him.

Readers are also introduced to Adam, a slacker with a heart; his romantic interest, Zoe;
and the tennis-shoe wearing, young principal, Mr. Connor. They, along with other
intriguing minor characters, find themselves in the middle of a lockdown—trapped in
their own school without a clue as to who is shooting and why. Not only will the
ending create much discussion, reluctant readers will also appreciate the book size,
pacing, and colorful characters.
Jacob Stratman
Siloam Springs, AR
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The Patron Saint of Butterflies by Cecilia Galante Friendship/Communes/Abuse

Bloomsbury, 2008, 292 pp., $16.99 ISBN-10: 1-59990-249-4

At fourteen, Agnes and Honey find their lifelong friendship increasingly strained. As
Agnes immerses herself in the strictures and ideals of the religious commune where
they have grown up, Honey grows more skeptical, questioning the values, norms, and
hypocrisy of the only world she’s ever known. When Agnes’s visiting grandmother
glimpses the dangers lurking behind closed doors, she takes both girls and Agnes’
younger brother on an unexpected, unforgettable road trip. Along the way, Honey finds
home by leaving it, while Agnes reluctantly trades moral certainty for devastating truth.

Galante tells a poignant, compelling, and timely story through the alternating perspec-

tives of Agnes and Honey. Her own childhood experiences of commune life allow her

to engage its complexities with authenticity, insight, and sensitivity. Yet the novel re-

mains, above all, a testament to the redemptive power of friendship and an exploration
of the universal adolescent search for kinship and belonging.

Helen Bittel

Scranton, PA

Peeled by Joan Bauer

Mysteries/Farm Life/Journalism
ISBN-10: 0399234756
ISBN-13: 978-0399234750

Penguin Young Readers Group, 2008, 248 pp., $16.99

Hildy Biddle, an aspiring journalist, lives in apple orchard country in upstate New York and
writes for her school paper fittingly named The Core. When a dead body is found at the old
Ludlow House, abandoned property thought to be haunted, apprehension in the sleepy
town of Banesville builds. Uneasiness turns to hysteria when Pen Piedmont, editor of the
local paper, sensationalizes the death and other mysterious occurrences around the property
in an effort to sell more papers and draw more attention to the town’s unrest. Determined to
challenge Piedmont’s scaremongering and unethical tactics, Hildy sets out to uncover the
mystery surrounding the dead body and other strange occurrences.

Hildy, aided by her friends and former professional journalist, Baker Polton, uncovers a

shady plot to destroy the orchards and turn the town into a tourist trap. Hildy is courageous

and relentless. She unpeels the truth about shady political doings and human greed in her
small town and, in doing so, finds the core of her own moral fiber.

Pam B. Cole

Kennesaw, GA

The Possibilities of Sainthood by Donna Freitas Teen Girls/Friendship/Love

ISBN 13: 978-0-374-36087-0
ISBN 10: 0-374-36087-1

Frances Foster Books, 2008, 280 pp., $16.95

Fifteen-oh-so-close-to-16-year-old Antonia has been patiently praying to the many saints
and writing to the Vatican about being named a living saint herself. She wants to be
appointed the Patron Saint of Figs and Fig Trees. She also wouldn’t mind kissing Andy
Rotellini on her way to becoming the first living saint. Antonia writes every day in her
Saints Diary, including thoughts and prayers about Andy, her widowed mother, her
grandmother dealing with early dementia, and her trials about the famous fig tree that
brings in money for her family. Hunky Michael McGinnis tries to show Antonia how
she is already a saint in the community.

Freitas’ novel showed the many trials that teens go through in finding their own iden-
tity. Antonia is a privately strong female character for young girls to live through vicari-
ously. She falls in love every day but still maintains her own reputation like any saint.
Mary Schmutz

Junction City, KS

Side by Side: New Poems Inspired by Art
From Around the World Edited by Jan Greenberg

Poetry and Art

Abrams Books for Young Readers, 2008, 88 pp., $19.95 ISBN: 978-0-8109-9471-3

In her previous anthology, Heart to Heart, Jan Greenberg collected American poems
inspired by works of art. Side by Side continues this tradition from a global perspective.
Works of art are reprinted and paired with poetry inspired by the art. The poems are
printed both in their original language and in English translation. The poetry and art
collected are grouped into chapters: Stories, Voices, Expressions, and Impressions. Ad-
ditionally, the book contains brief biographies of the artists, authors, and translators, as
well as a map of the world identifying the countries reflected in the collection

Side by Side is an excellent addition to any classroom or library. It is useful first as a

book of fine poetry but also as a supplement to multicultural studies and as a model for
the use of art as a prompt for writing.

F. Todd Goodson

Manhattan, KS
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When the Black Girl Sings by Bil Wright Relationships/Identity

Simon and Schuster, 2008, 266 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-4169-3995-5

Lahni is adopted. She is black, and her parents are white. They are great parents who
have always had a great relationship with her and with each other. She is the only black
girl in her private school. None of this has ever been a problem, but now Lahni’s life is
full of problems.

Her parents are divorcing, and it is turning her world upside down. For the first time,
kids at school are making an issue of her race, especially one weird guy. All of this
leaves Lahni wondering who she really is. When her music teacher enters her in a
school talent competition, she has a chance to find out—and make new friends while
she does.

Today, there is a real need for books with interracial themes and situations. Bil Wright
offers one that addresses the issue from a different angle and is a fun read.
Teri Walton
Topeka, KS

Where People Like Us Live Friendship/Family Problems/Sexuality

by Patricia Cumbie ISBN: 978-0-06-137597-2

Laura Geringer Books (Harper Teen), 2008, 210 pp., $16.99

When Libby and her family move for the umpteenth, she’s apprehensive about making
more new friends before her first year in high school. However, it isn’t long before
Libby meets Angie, a girl who has all the qualities Libby wishes she had, and they
quickly become best friends. As best friends, the two girls share tons—hiding spots,
clothes, the love of horses, a taste in music, and unspoken deep secrets.

Although Libby had noticed Angie and her stepfather Kevin had a different relationship
than Libby and her father, it took witnessing an act to confirm her suspicions. Now,
Libby faces a totally new problem—ruin her only true friendship and tell, or keep the
secret she promised never to reveal.

Where People Like Us Live is a story that exposes the harsh reality some teens face in

dealing with sexual abuse and the impact it has on others. The story leads into some
graphic images and is intended for more mature audiences.

Amanda Graham

Manhattan, KS

Writing Naked by Peter Gould

Identity/Friendship/Environment

Farrar, Straus & Giroux, 2008, 256 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-0-374-38483-8

Victor is a kid who likes to fly under the radar. At sixteen he admits he is still in “my-
trying-to-figure-it-all-out phase.” When Victor finds an old typewriter at a garage sale,
he’s sure there is a story in it. Lugging the typewriter to an abandoned cabin in the
Vermont woods, Victor begins his journey of self-discovery. With the old Royal acting
as friend and talisman, Victor sets out to test the theory that you have to be “naked to
write.” A curly-haired nature lover, Rose Anna, and her dog Dash surprise Victor one
day. He has been detected! Using her grandmother’s gold-plated fountain pen, Rose
Anna joins Victor in writing their way to a special friendship, determining the meaning
of “writing naked,” and experiencing the wonder of first love.

Writing Naked is a thoughtful novel exploring the idea of how writing can be self-

defining. We hear Victor’s voice as he narrates the novel, and we hear Rose Anna’s
story as she shares her writing with Victor.

Jane Kenyon

Manhattan, KS

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Lori Goodson

409 Cherry Circle

Manhattan, KS 66503

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Lori Goodson at lagoodson@cox.net
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