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ar/Friendship/Fam
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by M

arsha Forchuk Skrypuch
Fitzhenry &

 W
hiteside, 2008, 210 pp., $14.95

ISB
N

: 1554550440

Set in Turkey in 1916, this novel plunges the reader into the little know
n episode of

genocide in Turkey during the first W
orld W

ar. Told from
 the dueling perspectives of

M
arta and K

evork (tw
o A

rm
enian teenagers, forced into hiding, yet w

ho are engaged to
each other and desperate to find one another) this gripping novel tells the story of
suffering and the atrocities of w

ar from
 tw

o very different perspectives. W
hile K

evork is
in Syria, attem

pting to m
ake his w

ay back to M
arta, M

arta is in Turkey, pregnant and
afraid. T

he quest both of these characters are on attests to the difficult tim
es of w

ar, the
pain of genocide, and the true com

m
itm

ent and loyalty they have for each other.

W
hile this book is not intended for younger readers, m

ature readers (10th grade and
up) w

ill appreciate the reality of this novel. T
he novel forces readers to think about the

w
ar from

 a new
 perspective, can be easily connected to ideas about history, and m

ay be
used to discuss context in current political events.

K
aty M

oore
Fayetteville, A

R

E
ver by G

ail C
arson Levine

R
om

ance/Fantasy
H

arper C
ollins Publishers, 2008, 244 pp., $16.99

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-122962-6

K
ezi, a m

ortal teen-aged girl w
ho lives in the city of H

yte, and O
lus, the god of the

w
ind, fall in love and are forced to endure extrem

e challenges in order to attain their
hope of m

arriage.

K
ezi is an am

azingly talented dancer and rug-w
eaver sentenced to sacrifice her life to

the god A
dm

at in 30 days for the sake of saving her A
unt Fedo. O

lus longs to befriend
m

ortals his ow
n age. W

hile herding goats for K
ezi’s father Senet, O

lus is stricken w
ith

desire for K
ezi at a m

arriage celebr ation for K
ezi’s cousins. A

fter adm
iring K

ezi from
afar, O

lus becom
es increasingly enthralled w

ith her beauty and seeks to help her over-
turn her fate as a hum

an sacrifice. In the extrem
e efforts to save K

ezi’s life and be
together forever, they are forced to overcom

e unbeatable odds and daring challenges.

T
his book is recom

m
ended for ages 12 and up, and it could be used as an individual or

sm
all group read to accom

pany lessons about ancient m
ythology.

R
achael G

atew
ood

Fayetteville, A
R

D
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e N
ew

 B
lack by M

arlene Perez
Vam

pires
H

arcourt, 2008, 190 pp., $7.95
ISB

N
: 978-0-15-206408-2

D
aisy G

ordano, a N
ightshade H

igh School junior, is the only “norm
al” m

em
ber of a

fam
ily full of psychics. H

er m
other often contributes her unique abilities to help solve

crim
es w

ith the tow
n sheriff. O

ne day, her m
other enlists the help of D

aisy’s older
sister to investigate a young girl’s death. M

eanw
hile Sam

antha, head cheerleader and
Q

ueen B
ee of N

ightshade, returns from
 sum

m
er vacation w

ith a less-than-fashionable
m

akeover – one that includes pale, ghostly skin, lots of black clothing, and a peculiar
charm

 around her neck.

Soon girls start dropping like flies, and vam
pire rum

ors begin to surface. N
ightshade is

a breeding ground for supernatural happenings and strange behavior, so it com
es as no

surprise. D
aisy begins snooping around w

ith a little help from
 her friend Ryan. A

s she
succeeds in solving the m

ystery, D
aisy learns a few

 new
 things about herself and those

around her. A
side from

 discovering a few
 budding talents, D

aisy realizes the im
por-

tance of getting to know
 people and giving second chances.

Jessica K
erner

Tallahassee, FL

Farw
orld: W

ater K
eep by J. Scott Savage

M
agic

Shadow
 M

ountain, 2008, 432 pp., $17.95
ISB

N
: 159038962X

Farw
orld is the story of a girl, K

yja, w
ho w

ishes she had the use of m
agic in a w

orld
filled w

ith spells, charm
s, and potions; and M

arcus, a crippled boy w
ho escapes his

cruel surroundings by dream
ing about another w

orld. Together they take on the D
ark

C
ircle of the T

hrathkin S’B
ae and B

onesplitter. Prepared to keep M
aster T

herapass’s
secret and protect Farw

orld, w
hile seeking the first of the Elem

entals—
w

ater—
to con-

vince them
 to open a draft betw

een the w
orlds that w

ill save both the children’s lives,
K

yja and M
arcus find their ow

n m
agic and discover the secrets of their past.

Fantasy fans w
ill love the story because, like H

arry Potter and his friends, these tw
o

likable protagonists are able to handle anything in a fresh and exciting w
ay. Savage

brings us characters w
ith depth in a book w

ell-suited to read aloud. N
ow

 is the tim
e to

start this delightful series.
Lu A

nn Staheli
Payson, U

T
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 File YA B

ook Review
s

Jen
n
y G

reen
’s K

iller Ju
n
ior Year

D
ating/C

rim
e

by A
m

y B
elasen and Jacob O

sborn
Sim

on Pulse, 2008, 284 pp., $8.99
ISB

N
: 1-4169-6792-3

T
his quirky and suspenseful account of a junior year gone horribly w

rong is sure to
engage readers w

ith its exploration of crim
e and punishm

ent am
ong teenagers.

A
fter an em

barrassing end to her sophom
ore year, the protagonist Jenny G

reen hopes
to start over at her new

 boarding school in M
ontreal. A

 self-described “Jew
ish A

m
eri-

can Princess,” Jenny is used to being treated w
ell, but the boys she dates aren’t w

orth
their w

eight in Juicy C
outure shorts. T

heir lies, ruses, and general bad behavior pro-
voke Jenny to fashion a plot for revenge. H

ow
 far w

ill she go to m
ake them

 pay? A
nd

w
ill she ever feel like her old self again?

T
his book’s frank exploration of sex, violence, and drug culture w

ill interest older teen
readers in the com

plex w
orld of dating and crim

inal ethics.
A

m
y H

odges
Fayetteville, A

R

K
en

dra by C
oe B

ooth
C

om
ing of A

ge/R
elationships

Scholastic, 2008, 304 pp., $16.99
ISB

N
-13: 978-0-439-92536-5

G
row

ing up in the South B
ronx isn’t easy, and no one know

s that better than 14-year-
old K

endra W
illiam

son. T
his is her story, an urban com

ing-of-age tale that is not afraid
to expose the challenges of grow

ing up fem
ale am

idst the hard-edged realities of inner
city life. It is in B

ooth’s concrete, gritty realism
, as seen in schoolgirl rivalries, skanky

outfits, and hushed sex, as w
ell as her em

otional landscapes blighted by absence,
rejection, and betrayal, that readers w

ill find characters w
ith w

hom
 they can connect

and lives as com
plicated as their ow

n.

W
hile K

en
dra can be characterized as a problem

 novel w
ith an attitude, and one that

w
ill no doubt appeal to high school readers, it can also be characterized as a testam

ent
to hum

anity. W
hile B

ooth’s w
orld is a dark and problem

atic one, it is not w
ithout hope.

and she does not leave her readers w
ithout a guide.

T
he explicit language and sexual content of this novel suggest that it is geared tow

ard
high school students.

Phyllis T
hom

pson
Johnson C

ity, T
N

Lizard Love by W
endy Tow

nsend Fem
ale

A
dolescence/M

oving /Individuality
B

oyds M
ills Press, 2008, 200 pp., $17.95

ISB
N

: 1-932425-34-9
978-1-932425-34-5

T
his is the story of a se venth-grade girl going through puberty and dealing w

ith the
changes in her life.

G
race loves the outdoors and all of the anim

als at her grandparents’ pond in the sm
all

country tow
n of M

ooresville. H
er m

other m
oves her to N

ew
 York C

ity, w
here G

race
m

eets W
alter, the son of a pet store ow

ner. W
alter gives G

race a lizard nam
ed Spot w

ho
proves to be G

race’s com
fort during this turbulent tim

e in her life. T
hrough G

race’s
eyes, w

e see her struggle w
ith gr ow

ing up, becom
ing a w

om
an, and dealing w

ith the
fact that everything is changing for good.

Fem
ale readers fifth grade and up w

ill relate to G
race’s troubles w

ith puberty and w
ill

appreciate G
race’s strange attachm

ent to her anim
als and her ow

n lizard love.
K

elli C
ole

Fayetteville, A
R

Jim
m

y’s Stars by M
ary A

nn R
odm

an
W

orld W
ar/Fam

ily
Farrar, Straus and G

iroux, 2008, 257 pp., $16.95
ISB

N
: 0-374-33703-9

A
 W

orld W
ar II tale of soldiers’ fam

ily and friends on the hom
efront, this com

ing-of-age
story w

ill m
ove readers w

ith its poignancy and unexpected beauty.

Eleven-year-old Ellie M
cK

elvey know
s w

hat it’s like to do w
ithout. It’s 1943, and A

m
eri-

cans are m
aking incredible sacrifices for the w

ar effort. B
ut, Ellie rem

inds herself, it’s
only “for the duration.” T

hen, Ellie’s brother Jim
m

y receives his draft notice from
 the

W
ar O

ffice, and suddenly everything changes. T
hough everyone insists Jim

m
y w

on’t
com

e hom
e for a long tim

e, Ellie never stops believing that Jim
m

y w
ill be back for

C
hristm

as – even w
hen her friend’s brothers are reported m

issing and killed.

R
eaders from

 sixth grade and up w
ill be draw

n into a w
orld not unlike our ow

n – a
w

orld of uncertainty and conflict, and a w
orld w

here fam
ily is still an unbreakable

bond.
Evelyn B

aldw
in W

illiam
s

Fayetteville, A
R
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O
u
tside B

eau
ty by C

ynthia K
adohata

B
eauty/Fam

ily
A

theneum
 B

ooks for Young R
eaders, 2008

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-689-86575-6
265 pp., $16.99

Shelby K
im

ura and her three sisters live w
ith a m

other w
ho believes that everyone

judges you on your beauty alone. T
heir m

other is w
hat they call a sexpot, collecting

m
oney, jew

elry, and m
en along the w

ay.

T
he only thing Shelby and her sisters share is their m

other. Each is the product of their
m

other’s failed relationships. T
his com

m
onality is w

hat keeps the girls strong and
united. In a sudden turn of events, the girls m

ust learn how
 to live separately from

 each
other w

ith their fathers w
hen their m

other is injured.

C
ynthia K

adohata portrays the four young girls as strong and sm
art people w

ho have
learned to adapt to situations that they have no control of. T

he book is a quick and easy
read, leaving you feeling good that outside beauty isn’t as good as inner beauty.

Stephanie M
cN

em
ar

Junction C
ity, K

S

P
lan

et P
regn

an
cy by Linda O

atm
an H

igh
Teen Pregnancy/Free Verse N

ovel
Front Street, 2008, 197 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

-13: 978-1-59078-584-3

Sahara is w
aiting, rather im

patiently, for the results of a test. T
his is the test of her

lifetim
e. She counts dow

n the rem
aining tim

e for the results in seconds and m
em

ories.
In three m

inutes, she has now
 joined the ranks of the thousands of unw

ed teenage
m

others. N
ow

 that she know
s, she had to decide the fate of this egg’s life and her ow

n
life.

Sahara shares her thoughts in free verse that som
etim

es sounds like a rap. She lets the
reader in on all her thoughts about the baby’s father, the choices that Sahara m

ust
m

ake, and how
 she gets through the various days in a nine-m

onth cycle. She finds out
m

ore about her ow
n life such as actually m

eeting her ow
n father and w

hat m
akes a

parent.

Plan
et Pregn

an
cy w

alks the reader through w
hat a teen m

other thinks, feels, and w
on-

ders. It’s a quick but thorough m
ust-read.

M
ary Schm

utz
Junction C

ity, K
S

O
w

n
in

g It: Stories A
bou

t Teen
s w

ith
 D

isabilities,
D

isabilities/Fiction/Short Stories
edited by D

onald R
. G

allo
ISB

N
-10: 0763632554

C
andlew

ick Press, 2008, 224 pp., $17.99
ISB

N
-13: 978-0763632557

A
 teen creates a school video explaining his Tourette’s syndrom

e; a girl finally finds
friends w

ho accept her im
m

obilizing m
igraines, and another teen’s friends scare him

sober. T
hese short stories by G

ail G
iles, Julie A

nne Peters, and D
avid Lubar, respec-

tively, are in this ten-story anthology featuring teens w
ith disabilities. Various authors,

topics and plotlines appear, but all stories portray ordinary teens living w
ith conditions

and end positively. Q
uality is som

ew
hat uneven; although A

lex Flinn’s brain-injured
form

er honor student and R
obert Lipsyte’s m

ilitaristic cancer w
ard expertly blend trag-

edy and com
edy, a few

 resem
ble public-service announcem

ents.

B
onuses include revisiting O

livia in R
on K

oertge’s “G
ood H

ands,” originally in “C
alle

de M
uerte,” from

 G
allo’s 2006 W

hat A
re You A

fraid O
f? Stories about Phobias , and

finding Eddie Proffit from
 C

hris C
rutcher’s T

he Sleddin
g H

ill in “U
nder C

ontrol.” A
u-

thor notes include each w
riter’s connection to the disability portrayed, plus facts and

contact inform
ation about each condition.

Lisa A
. H

azlett
Verm

illion, SD

P
retty Like U

s by C
arol Lynch W

illiam
s

B
eauty/Friendship

Peachtree, 2008, 183 pp., $15.95
ISB

N
: 9781561454440

B
eauty M

cElw
rath lives in Florida w

ith her strong-m
inded m

other and grandm
other.

B
eauty w

ants to m
ake friends, but her efforts alw

ays resulted in disaster. T
he fact that

her m
other is dating her teacher doesn’t help, and B

eauty is certain she’s destined to be
a social outcast.

T
hen A

lane Shriver m
oves into tow

n. B
efore she com

es to class, B
eauty’s teacher asks

everyone to be kind to the new
 girl w

ho suffers from
 a rare aging disease know

n as
Progreria. W

hen B
eauty fir st sees A

lane, she thinks there’s been a m
istake. N

o one in
sixth grade could look that old. B

ut A
lane does. She sits right next to B

eauty, just w
hat

B
eauty doesn’t need, until she discovers that beauty is m

ore than skin deep.

T
his is truly a m

ust-read book. A
ll girls w

orry about being accepted, and B
eauty and

A
lane’s story w

ill give them
 lots of laughs, as they see them

selves.
Lu A

nn B
robst Staheli
Payson, U

T
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T
h
e Sorcerer K

in
g by Frew

in Jones
Fantasy/Fam

ily
H

arpers C
ollins Publishers, 2008, 324 pp., $17.89

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-087109-3

T
his book is the perfect read for fantasy lovers. T

he Sorcerer K
ing is T

he Lord of the
R

in
gs m

eets A
 M

idsum
m

er N
ight’s D

ream
. C

lassic language, faerie princesses and evil
m

agic com
bine to m

ake this quest an adventure from
 beginning to end.

T
he im

m
ortal realm

 of Faeries is in danger from
 the evil Sorcerer K

ing of Lyonesse. T
he

court of K
ing O

beron and Q
ueen T

itania of A
 M

idsum
m

er N
ight’s D

ream
 fam

e is in
danger. It is up to their seven daughters to invoke the Pow

er of Seven to vanquish the
Sorcerer K

ing. Tania, the seventh daughter, has been living in m
odern London, and has

just returned to her form
er Faerie Life, only to discover she m

ust lead the m
ission to

rescue O
beron. Each faerie princess ow

ns a gift that aids the king, but one princess
turns traitor. W

ithout the Pow
er of Seven, the princesses have no hope against their

nem
esis. Tania m

ust find a w
ay to reunite her sisters and her parents and save the

im
m

ortal realm
.

Stephanie Stidham
Fayetteville, A

R

Z
om

bie B
lon

des by B
rian Jam

es
B

ullying/Supernatural
Feiw

el and Friends B
ook (M

acm
illan), 2008,

ISB
N

-13: 978-0-312-37298-9
232 pp., $16.95

ISB
N

-10: 0-312-37298-1

H
annah Sanders’s father is running from

 sm
all tow

n to tow
n, trying to escape the

m
ysterious events of his past as a police officer in the city. In each new

 tow
n, he takes

a new
 job and tries to start a new

 life, but each tim
e he fails. W

hen the m
oney is alm

ost
gone, H

annah com
es hom

e from
 school to find all of her possessions loaded in the car,

and she and her father are off once again to a new
 tow

n.

A
s m

uch as H
annah thinks she know

s everything there is to know
 about starting at a

new
 school, M

aplecrest is different. T
he popular girls in this school are all blonde

cheerleaders, and there is som
ething sinister about them

. H
annah’s new

 friend in the
school, Lukas, w

arns her about the cheerleaders, but H
annah w

ants to be popular.

B
rian Jam

es’ new
est novel is a contem

porary re-telling of the fam
iliar zom

bie tale.
F. Todd G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S

Tw
eaked by K

atherine H
olubitsky

M
urder/A

ddiction
O

rca B
ook Publisher, 2008, 179 pp., $9.95

ISB
N

-13: 978-1551438511
ISB

N
-10: 1551438518

T
he story follow

s the struggies of 16-year-old G
ordie Jessup, as he tries to deal w

ith his
fam

ily’s breakdow
n. G

ordie’s 17-year-old brother is addicted to m
etham

phetam
ines, has

stolen valuables and m
oney from

 him
 and his parents, and has taken to the streets. T

heir
parents are heartbroken and barely speak to one another or even to G

ordie. T
he only

friend G
ordie has is Jade, w

hose situation at hom
e is not m

uch better.

H
olubitsky’s book contains issues on m

urder, drug addiction, fam
ily relations, and se-

vere illness. It encourages adolescent readers to consider the consequences and dam
ages

drug addiction can cause, not only in the individual using the drugs, but also in the
struggles, pain, and abuse in a fam

ily of a drug addict. G
ordie and his friend Jade put on

this front w
hile in the com

pany of others, w
hen in reality their lives are full of suffering.

K
eeping in m

ind the content of the story, this book, although easy to read, should be
considered for m

ature readers.
K

atie D
’Souza

Tallahassee, FL

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

Lori G
oodson

409 C
h
erry C

ircle
M

an
h
attan

, K
S 66503

To su
bm

it a review
 for possible pu

blication
 or to becom

e a review
er,

con
tact Lori G

oodson
 at lagoodson

@
cox.n

et
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