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M
argaret K

. M
cElderberry B

ooks, 2009, 322 pp., $17.99  
ISB

N
: 978-1-4169-6379-0

N
ick and his older brother A

lan are dem
on slayers; they use sw

ords and m
agic to fi

ght 
evil and protect their m

other, a w
itch driven m

ad by m
agicians. T

he three of them
 

are constantly on the m
ove as they hunt and are hunted by dem

ons and m
agicians. 

T
hough troubled by his feelings tow

ard his m
other, N

ick has no doubt about the love 
and loyalty he feels tow

ard his brother A
lan. 

A
 brother and sister arrive needing protection from

 a dem
on, and N

ick and A
lan are 

forced to m
ake diffi

cult and dangerous choices in order to protect them
. A

s they search 
for the dem

on attacking the brother and sister, N
ick fi

nds out that his beloved brother 
has been lying to him

 about their fam
ily’s past. T

he circle of m
agicians closes in on 

the tw
o sets of siblings, the danger intensifi

es, and N
ick uncovers a secret that could 

cost them
 all their lives.

M
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N
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N
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er 
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igh School/R

elationships/ Friendship
Speak, A
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print of Penguin G

roup, 2009, 338 pp., $7.99 
 ISB

N
: 978-0-14-241122-3

D
ylan Shoenfi

eld is one of the in-crow
d at posh C

astle H
eights H

igh. H
er boyfriend 

is cool and her friends are oh-so-popular. D
ylan leads the school in fun and fashion. 

H
er life changes w

hen she drops her fashionable bag in a fountain and it is rescued 
by Josh R

ow
en, a fi

lm
 geek, w

ell outside the popular crow
d. D

ylan agrees to be the 
subject of a m

ovie he is m
aking as part of the application process to fi

lm
 school. D

ylan 
fi

nds herself becom
ing friends w

ith Josh, w
ho m

oves into D
ylan’s popular crow

d. B
ut 

D
ylan’s w

orld com
es crashing dow

n w
hen a cut of Josh’s fi

lm
 footage show

s her as a 
spoiled, selfi

sh diva. 

D
ylan is faced w

ith tough decisions about her place at C
astle H

eights H
igh School in 

this frothy appropriation of the princess and the frog fairytale.
M

elanie H
undley

N
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N

E
verlost by N

eal Shusterm
an 

Fantasy/A
dventure

Sim
on Pulse, 2007, 394 pp., $17.99 

 ISB
N

: 978-0-689-87238-9

H
ave you ever pondered if that brightness at the end of the tunnel is a light of love or 

fl
am

es? W
hat if, on your w

ay to discovering the truth, you w
ere detoured to a place 

that w
as a shadow

 of our w
orld? “N

ick and A
llie’s lives didn’t quite fl

ash before them
; 

there w
as no tim

e.” A
fter colliding on their w

ay to the light, these teenagers are pre-
m

aturely blasted through the black w
alls of the tunnel, only to w

ake nine m
onths later 

in a fam
iliar, yet foreign land.

T
ribes of children w

ander betw
een fear of the soul-stealing m

onster, M
cG

ill, and safety 
w

ith M
ary, Q

ueen of Snots, in the ghost structure of N
Y

C
’s T

w
in T

ow
ers. Everlost is 

a place w
here fortune cookies never lie and standing still m

eans sinking to the Earth’s 
core. N

eal Shusterm
an’s harrow

ing tale explains how
 regardless of w

hat people believe, 
the universe has its ow

n ideas.
 

Justin G
arw

ood
 

N
ashville, T

N

G
ivin

g U
p th

e V
 by Serena R

obar 
T

een R
om

ance/Friendship 
Sim

on Pulse, N
ew

 Y
ork, 2009, 242 pp., $8.99  

ISB
N

: 978-1-4169-7558-8

Spencer D
avis has just turned 16 and has passed into the realm

 of w
om

anhood. A
t 

least according to her m
other, w

ho m
arched her into the O

B
-G

Y
N

’s offi
ce for her fi

rst 
exam

. Spencer left w
ith T

he Pill and an odd feeling that this w
as not how

 her birth-
day w

as supposed to be. A
fter all, she doesn’t feel that anyone in her school is even 

pill-w
orthy yet. B

ut then the heavens part and she m
eets B

enjam
in H

opkins, w
ho just 

m
oved to M

ay V
alley H

igh. M
r. G

olden has all the potential of being “the one.” Is B
en 

pill w
orthy? W

hat about her friendship w
ith A

lyssa, w
ho adores B

en?

R
ead how

 Spencer deals w
ith her outw

ard appearance, her loyalty to her friends, and 
how

 she deals w
ith B

en. T
his is a page-turner full of pure high school dram

a!
M

ary Schm
utz

Junction C
ity, K

S
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T
h
e Locked G

arden
 by G

loria W
helan 

 H
istorical fi

ction/Fam
ily/M

ental Illness
H

arperC
ollins, 2009, 168 pp., $15.99 

 ISB
N

: 978-0-06-079094-3

In the year 1900, V
erna’s papa, a w

ell-know
n psychiatrist, has m

oved her, her younger 
sister C

arlie, and their stern A
unt M

aude to M
ichigan w

here he w
ill w

ork in an asylum
 

w
ith m

entally ill patients. A
fter losing their m

other to typhoid, the girls are hesitant to 
leave the city, but eager for new

 adventures in their country hom
e. W

hen Eleanor, one 
of the patients w

ho has m
ade a rem

arkable recovery, com
es to w

ork for the fam
ily, 

A
unt M

aude objects, voicing the prejudices and rum
ors that abound regarding those 

w
ho live and w

ork in the asylum
. 

W
helan’s descriptions and characterization give the reader a taste of w

hat it w
as like 

for those w
hose m

ental illness w
as not treated as an illness in the early 20th century. 

B
y choosing an adolescent girl to narrate the story, W

helan allow
s the reader to ap-

proach this topic w
ith innocence, com

passion, and kindness. 
V

icki Sherbert
W

akefi
eld, K

S

O
n
ce D

ead, T
w

ice Sh
y (M

adison A
very, B

ook 1) by K
im

 H
arrison 

 Fantasy
H

arperC
ollins, 2009, 240 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-171816-8

Finding out your dad arranged for the cute guy you w
ere beginning to like to ask you 

to the prom
 is bad. Finding out in the m

iddle of prom
 is w

orse. A
s prom

 nights go, 
M

adison A
very doesn’t think hers could get any w

orse. She fi
nds out that it can w

hen 
she fl

ees her prom
 (and the date her father arranged) and survives a horrible car crash, 

only to be killed by a guy w
ith a large sw

ord. A
s she’s dying, she grabs the guy’s 

necklace and then w
akes up several hours later in the m

orgue. She m
eets B

arnabas, 
a light reaper, and he helps her get acclim

ated to her new
 life. She rescues souls from

 
dark reapers, battles w

ith tim
ekeepers, and m

eets angels and seraphs—
all the w

hile 
trying to fi

t in at high school. 
M

elanie H
undley

N
ashville, T

N

N
ew

es from
 th

e D
ead by M

ary H
ooper 

H
istorical/T

rue Story
R

oaring B
ook Press, 2008, 272 pp., $16.99  

 ISB
N

: 978-1-59643-355-7 

In 1650, a teenage housem
aid, A

nne G
reen, w

as hanged for infanticide; she w
oke up 

in her coffi
n several hours later. T

his novel is based on A
nne G

reen’s case and opens 
w

ith the line, “It is very dark w
hen I w

ake.” T
he reader im

m
ediately experiences A

nne’s 
thoughts and her frantic struggle to fi

gure out w
here she is and how

 she got there. 
A

nne’s experiences—
the sexual abuse at the hands of her em

ployer, her pregnancy, 
and the trial, are juxtaposed w

ith the narrative from
 the young surgeon w

ho is attend-
ing his fi

rst dissection. T
he young surgeon thinks he sees eye fl

utters and m
ovem

ent 
from

 the “corpse” of the young housem
aid and has to convince the other doctors that 

A
nne is, in fact, alive. 

T
he author uses historical accounts, pam

phlets, and docum
ents from

 the tim
e period 

to add to the authenticity of the novel. Som
e of the original docum

ents are included.
M

elanie H
undley

N
ashville, T

N
 

M
u
ch

 A
do A

bou
t N

oth
in

g by W
illiam

 Shakespeare 
D

ram
a/G

raphic N
ovel

A
dapted by R

ichard A
ppignanesi, Illustrated by Em

m
a V

ieceli 
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2009, 208 pp., $10.95 
 ISB

N
: 978-0-8109-4323-0

T
his book succeeds in translating Shakespeare’s rom

antic com
edy into the popular 

shojo m
an

ga (Japanese girls’ rom
ance com

ic) form
at. T

he sim
ultaneous m

atching up 
of sisters B

eatrice and H
ero w

ith friends B
enedick and C

laudio are presented in acces-
sible and fun w

ays. T
he form

at w
orks w

ell in portraying the back-and-forth repartee 
of B

eatrice and B
enedick w

hile also being w
ell suited in playing up the soap-operatic 

qualities of D
on John’s villainous m

achinations. 

A
long w

ith the illustrations, the adaptors preserve the use of Shakespeare’s original 
language, albeit in w

ord balloons. T
he cartoonish pictures go a long w

ay in carrying 
the story, but there are also a few

 other built-in teaching tools, such as the full-color 
character pages that front the story and tw

o pages at the end of the book that contain 
a full plot sum

m
ary as w

ell as a capsule version of Shakespeare’s life.Stergios B
otzakis

K
noxville, T

N
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T
h
e R

ed Q
u
een

’s D
au

gh
ter by Jacqueline K

olosov  
 Fantasy

H
yperion, 2009, 432 pp., $8.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4231-0798-9

N
o one know

s for certain w
hat becam

e of M
ary Seym

our, sole heir of the virtuous 
Q

ueen K
atherine Parr. W

hen author Jacqueline K
olosov pulls her from

 the shadow
s 

of T
udor history, M

ary is an orphan w
ith a m

ysterious past and an uncertain future. 
H

er destiny is revealed by the clairvoyant Lady Strange, M
ary’s guardian: M

ary is to 
becom

e a w
hite m

agician, protecting Q
ueen Elizabeth’s rule w

ith insight, m
agic, and, 

m
ost im

portant, a vow
 never to sacrifi

ce herself for love. 

M
ary’s faithful dog Jack and a host of spirits and spells give her confi

dence w
hen she 

is called to duty in Elizabeth’s court. N
avigating the passion and politics that destroyed 

her parents proves m
ore challenging than she im

agined. M
ary protects her character 

and the crow
n by realizing that good and evil m

ust coexist in the w
orld for people to 

fi
nd their destiny. 

C
aroline M

cC
oy

N
ashville, T

N

Seattle B
lu

es by M
ichael W

enberg 
Fam

ily R
elationships/W

ar
W

estside B
ooks, 2009, 236 pp., $12.99 

 ISB
N

: 978-1-934813-04-1

It’s 1970 and thirteen-year-old M
aya is a kid sorting a lot out on her ow

n. Sent by her 
m

other to live w
ith her grandm

other, M
aya w

ants to know
 w

hy she had to leave the 
life she knew

, a life m
ade even m

ore challenging w
hen her father goes m

issing in V
iet-

nam
. A

t fi
rst angry and sullen, M

aya w
ants to rebel against her grandm

other, until she 
discovers a part of her fam

ily’s history that she’d never know
n before, and she realizes 

that she has a lot to learn from
 both her m

other and grandm
other. 

W
ell-intentioned, Seattle B

lues is w
eakened by an inconsistent w

riting style and an 
underdeveloped voice for M

aya. T
he m

any challenges that M
aya faces, from

 race 
riots to autism

, seem
 forced, m

aking the narrative cum
bersom

e. T
his novel is best 

recom
m

ended for students w
ho are already interested in the story’s em

phasis on the 
redeem

ing pow
er of m

usic.
C

atherine M
cT

am
aney

N
ashville, T

N

R
u
n
n
in

g for M
y Life by A

nn G
onzalez  

H
igh School/Fam

ily/M
ental Illness

W
estside B

ooks, 2009, 238 pp., $16.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-934813-00-3

A
nn G

onzalez dedicates R
un

n
in

g for M
y Life “to the m

any teenagers w
ho are handed 

unfathom
able challenges and w

ho, nevertheless, fi
nd their w

ay to freedom
.” G

onzalez 
gives us an intim

ate look into the life of one of these teens w
ith A

ndrea M
cK

ane, a 
fourteen-year-old girl w

ho, despite the odds, learns to live w
ith courage and strength. In 

addition to the typical problem
s of a teenage girl, A

ndrea m
ust cope w

ith her m
other’s 

schizophrenia, a disease that transform
s the m

other she loves into an abusive stranger. 
W

hile she longs to cling to the com
forts of her stuffed bunny and happy childhood 

m
em

ories of her m
other, A

ndrea m
ust confront the pain of her m

other’s illness and 
learn to stand on her ow

n.

G
onzalez clearly understands the com

plex issues of grow
ing up in today’s w

orld. R
un

-
n

in
g for M

y Life provides an exam
ple of one teen w

hose bravery shines as she lives 
day to day. 

Lindsey B
ollinger

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
e Sorta Sisters by A

drian Fogelin 
R

elationships,/Fam
ilies

Peachtree, 2007, 279 pp., $15.95 
 ISB

N
: 978-1-56145-424-2

T
w

o girls, tw
o w

orlds, but so m
uch in com

m
on. M

ica lives on a houseboat in south-
ern Florida w

ith a m
arine scientist father, and A

nna lives in northern Florida w
ith a 

foster m
om

 w
ho is a science teacher. B

oth girls love science and are hoping to fi
nd a 

true friend. T
hey becom

e pen pals and share m
uch of their lives. Each letter includes 

a token from
 nature that they think is interesting. T

heir friendship brings both girls 
joy and sorrow

, but w
e see the girls’ lives change as tim

e passes. Life does not alw
ays 

have perfect answ
ers, but it can provide challenges and resolution. Students can iden-

tify w
ith so m

any aspects of this book—
dysfunctional fam

ilies, alcoholism
, loneliness, 

friendship, and rejection. T
his book w

ill fi
nd m

any eager readers.
Joy Frerichs

C
hatsw

orth, G
A
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T
h
is Fam

ily Is D
rivin

g M
e C

razy:  
Short fi

ction/Fam
ily

T
en

 Stories abou
t Su

rvivin
g Y

ou
r Fam

ily 
Edited by M

. Jerry W
eiss and H

elen S. W
eiss 

G
. P. Putnam

’s Sons, 2009, 222 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-399-25040-8

“M
idnight B

us to G
eorgia,” W

alter D
ean M

yers’s story of an A
frican A

m
erican fam

-
ily going to outlandish lengths to support one another—

and keep each other out of 
jail—

concludes this volum
e on a raucous high note. T

he entire collection of stories, 
told exclusively through voices of adolescent narrators, includes the adventures of an 
extrem

e-thrill-seeking fam
ily, a boy w

ho learns to love w
riting via his eB

ay sales, tw
o 

tales in the “m
y crazy sister is getting m

arried” genre, a near-death-fantasy-baseball 
experience, an obsession w

ith eating pork that “saves” the preacher, and tw
o stories 

of the “fi
xing” of “broken” fam

ilies. 

Y
oung adolescents w

on’t fi
nd any hard-hitting “problem

 stories” in this volum
e, but 

they w
ill fi

nd som
e fun adventures w

ith fortuitous turns and happy endings all around. 
T

he w
riting is serviceable, readable, and uncom

plicated, and M
yers’s contribution, 

though not his strongest w
ork, is defi

nitely the “literary” highlight of this collection. 
B

lake T
enore

N
ashville, T

N

W
in

gs by A
prilynne Pike 

Fantasy/Fairies/Friendships
H

arper T
een, 2009, 294 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-166803-6

Laurel grew
 up in a beautiful forest area; she w

as hom
eschooled by her parents and 

spent all of her spare tim
e in the forest or by the river. W

hen she w
as fi

fteen, her par-
ents decided to m

ove into tow
n and enroll her in high school. She has trouble getting 

used to being surrounded by people and being cooped up inside. H
er new

 life is not 
at all w

hat she expected. She feels as though she is com
pletely different from

 the kids 
around her. In fact, she felt different even before she grew

 w
ings.

D
avid, one of the few

 friends she does m
ake, discovers that her cells are m

ore plantlike 
than hum

an. Laurel returns to the forest w
here she feels safe and m

eets the m
ysterious 

T
am

ani, w
ho tells her she isn’t hum

an at all; she’s a faerie. Laurel m
ust not only choose 

betw
een D

avid and T
am

ani, she m
ust also save her forest from

 the trolls. 
M

elanie H
undley

N
ashville, T

N

T
roy H

igh
 by Shana N

orris 
H

igh School/R
elationships

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2009, 272 pp. 

, $15.95 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8109-4647-7

N
othing quite depicts the intensity of a high school football rivalry like G

reek m
ythol-

ogy. Shana N
orris has brilliantly recast the entire ensem

ble of H
om

er’s Iliad to fi
t the 

contem
porary setting in her novel, T

roy H
igh. T

he battlefi
eld has transform

ed into the 
football fi

eld, and the beautiful H
elen of T

roy is now
 Elena of T

roy H
igh. T

he T
rojans 

and the Spartans are now
 football team

s. R
eaders w

ill be seduced by the w
atchful 

observer, C
assie, w

ho narrates the story w
ith a sim

ply honesty and takes you page by 
page into this vengeful tale of pride, love, and glory. 

M
atthew

 Lukach
 N

ashville, T
N

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630

T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.
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