T o« H ¢ E

ALAN

REVIEW

SMaINSY Y0og 4 aid B did

Al

SY “Ayp wonouny
ZINWYOS AIeN

“9J1] 18 uruuim 10 3del 31q
9} SuruuIM—SsSauIsnq 9SI0Y A} Ul Jueriodull 910U ST 1eYm IPIOdP ISNUW YIB[ ‘SIII0YD
JNpe AI9A IXEW 0] SBY PUP JI] J[NPE AI9A B SPBI] YOB[ ‘ST JO 936 SUNO0A A19A 31 16 UdAY

*9J1 SIY JO 90®1 3s9331q 3y} X1 O}
po1dwial s,y uaym ‘y3noyl yoef eme s[eLn 13319 "syuIyl ay ‘AemAue yoe[ 10§ 19319q
yonu st sureq 9y} ur 3urdas[g "19)sIs SIY pue WIY Pasy 0} PIOJIe J,UP[NOI A3y} asnedaq
Aqmurey s1y wogj Aeme juas SUq Yim Jeym ‘pooypliyd piey AISA e pa| Apedife s.o0H
"$39SI0Y 159 Y} YIIM NIOM 0] SJUBM SN[ YOB[ "YoNq € 3¥ewW pue A1} 0] 30IBIES 0} YOO[}
[0s ardoaq ‘satuod ay) 1deoxa SUIYIAISAS PUB SUOAISAD Y SBY UoIssaIda( 1ealn ayL
‘Buroer as10y ul awn S1q 9y} Y Isn( seY pue pJo sIeaA G A[UO SI ys[ep Yoe[ .Aqqeys,,

7-0001¢-72€-0-826 ‘NASI
SOTIF/SUoey 9SIOH

6691¢$ <dd 967 IO MIN ‘XNOI) PUP SNEIG “TBLIR]

IadnT org Aq dogSng

NLL ‘3[[IAyseN
MoLLreyg 9[0JIN

"9IUS3 PWRIP-JWILID 3} UI PISISA-[[9M SISPLAI UISPOW 0} J[(eIe[aI 210Ul
UAD 9B} §,BYIg SIMPUW I AIID JO SIMI[BAI ISIL0D Y} UO SNIOJ SII INq ‘SPUaFa| uef[el
-10], I91[Ted $,90131 JO suey pajeanided jey) ASeiuey Jo JUSWI[S Y} SUTLIDI PUnoypoo)q

‘N0 JJIUS 0} ‘Juaunuwod euosiad Aq pue mey AQ ‘punoq st
9ys 3ull SUNISJISIUNOD Y} Ul PIAJOAUI 3q JOU APW IO APW OYM I9[qUIEZ dWOSpPUBY P
[IIM 90UPWOI 19y 3une3IAPU PUP ISA0D 19 SUIUIRIAI J[IYM UOIIBZIISIAUL JI9Y UO PIsnd
-0} A®1s 1SNW eY9g "WOp3UR| 31NU3 Y} JO ANJIQeIS JIWOU0IS 3} SUIILAIY] Jey) SUI0d
1I9JI9JUNOD JO XN[JUI UP 91BZNSIAUL 0} UUARD 1104 JO Um0} SurioqysIau 3y} 0} JUSS SI 3YS
UayM IYI[e SI9PEI] [PUIWLID PUP SINLIOYINE AJID JO [NOJe I3 SUNI Juny 9y} ul A}oeusl
SS9[1SaI §,BY9Y "pIeNy S,150A01J 3} ul 3o Jowun( ‘radoo) exag jo [euinol ayi ySnoiy:
A101S1Y UP[[PII0], JO 3PIS [BIIZPUI SSI] ‘19Y3NO1I P $310[dX3 90131 “131LL3 ], O} [9NDas s1y) U]

66'81¢$ “*dd 095 ‘6007
€-69%18-52€-0-826 :NISI ‘s1opeay 3unoyk 10§ $00g 9SNOH wopuey

Asejue,]

NLL ‘o[IayseN
sIomog [Pyoey

‘padedsa oym asoyl Jo SaAl] 3y} ojut asdurys3 e
sop1aoid II0WaW §,9UdY ISNEIO[OH 3} JO SI0LId) 3} S[OIUOIYD SIUNOIIE SNOWE] ISOU
9Y} JO W0S J[IYA 91 Juspuadapul ue 9310} 0} PaUIWLISIOP UPWOM SUNOA [MPYIISUL
ue ojur sMoI3 ‘S9ATIB[AI AZBID pue ‘spreiq Suojf ‘sideams ueadoing Adwinj 19y 1noqe
passelIeqUId ‘9S[[ "sssau[njAe[d pue ‘Iea} ‘UOISNJUOD YIIM }YSNeI] 90104 B—IJI 993NJa1
pue ‘adeoss ‘Iem JoO [rowlIn} 9} UI JYSNed P[IYd e JO plIom Iauul oy} saimyded auay

“IeT[Iureyun st uryI4AIana
9I9UM PTIOM B 0] }SN[pe ISNW S]] pue ‘ATrurey oy} 1oy apraoid o) a133nmns sjyuared s,3s(]
‘103210 ‘pueTIOg UI SUINAsaI A[[enijuaad ‘ueder 0} eISSMY Pue elajeT ssorde adedsa
AJTuIrey 197 pue Js[] ‘S91e[BISa 90US[01A pue adoIng $SOIOE SIDUPAPE I9[IH Se USZOIj dIe
SIUNO0JJ® Yueq s, A[IUIR] 197 USYM ‘I IBA\ PIIOAA JO LIS 9} 1B PUUDIA UT SUIAL] A[Iure]
UPLIISNY-YSIMA[ B JO 121y3nep SunoA oy sI (901[y ‘A[[ENIUIAS PUE IS PI[[BD OS[E) S]]

6-170-87S09-1-846 :N4SI §6'91¢$ © "dd €27 ‘6007 ‘@s1aATUNT

e\ /A101G 9NIT/IIOWSN QUY IV AQ NOWIWN Y 93]V Suniodldg

NLL “o[rayseN
AS[puny SruePN

-d[ay 01 a1qe aq Aewr oym }Npe ue 10 3uIpeay ‘A0 9yl 3ALI[ A3}
‘dnoi3a1 Aoy} 1913y -adedsa 03 dn jds A9y} os ‘9oe[d SuIpry IRy} 0} SUL) 3} SYOel}
dnoin uosipg oy, ‘s1omod Jjomarom 3urdo[aAap sIy aIe 1s3ue U39} s )19 Surpunodwo)
"S9IBD 9 YONUW MO MOYS 0] $3[38N11s INq 014D Jo 9A1d3301d A[ppo ST 313 0[y) U0
[SNID B SBY UOWIS PUP UOWIS UO YSNID B SBY LIOJ, "YaI9(] S9I[ OS[e 9Y$ IN] UOWIS $3YI|
90[JD—SINSSI U] [ENST 3} YIIM [BIP OS[E SUI) IN0J 3y} ‘s1omod Iy} YItm Sulfeap o}
UONIPPE U] "SI919010S 31° 110 ], PUP UOWIS PUP ‘JOMIIIM P ST ¥3I3( ‘SISOYS 03 $[1 301D
‘Jonuod 03 syuem dnoin uosipg oy} 1y} mod e ssassod yoea sua9) Inoj ay], “dnorn
uosIpy I9)SIUIs 3y} wolj adedsa 119y} I9)je UNI 3} U0 LIOJ, PUP ‘UOWIS Y313 ‘90[yD
Im surdaq ‘salas Iamod 1sadIe( S,.8UONSWIY Ul 00q Pu0das 3y} ‘Suiuayomy ay],

8-927991-90-0-826 :NSI 66°21$ “dd 89¢ ‘6007 ‘surfjodiadiey

0191 erowe], £q (7 Yooy ‘19doo)) eag Jo pusda] ayL) punoypoolg

Aseyueg Suonsuiry AS[[a) Aq (7 Yoog siamod 1saieq) Suiuaypmy ayJ,




The Demon’s Lexicon by Sarah Rees Brennan Fantasy/Magic/Family Relationships

Margaret K. McElderberry Books, 2009, 322 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-1-4169-6379-0

Nick and his older brother Alan are demon slayers; they use swords and magic to fight
evil and protect their mother, a witch driven mad by magicians. The three of them
are constantly on the move as they hunt and are hunted by demons and magicians.
Though troubled by his feelings toward his mother, Nick has no doubt about the love
and loyalty he feels toward his brother Alan.

A brother and sister arrive needing protection from a demon, and Nick and Alan are
forced to make difficult and dangerous choices in order to protect them. As they search
for the demon attacking the brother and sister, Nick finds out that his beloved brother
has been lying to him about their family’s past. The circle of magicians closes in on
the two sets of siblings, the danger intensifies, and Nick uncovers a secret that could
cost them all their lives.
Melanie Hundley
Nashville, TN

Everlost by Neal Shusterman

Fantasy/Adventure

Simon Pulse, 2007, 394 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-689-87238-9

Have you ever pondered if that brightness at the end of the tunnel is a light of love or
flames? What if, on your way to discovering the truth, you were detoured to a place
that was a shadow of our world? “Nick and Allie’s lives didn’t quite flash before them;
there was no time.” After colliding on their way to the light, these teenagers are pre-
maturely blasted through the black walls of the tunnel, only to wake nine months later
in a familiar, yet foreign land.

Tribes of children wander between fear of the soul-stealing monster, McGill, and safety

with Mary, Queen of Snots, in the ghost structure of NYC’s Twin Towers. Everlost is

a place where fortune cookies never lie and standing still means sinking to the Earth’s

core. Neal Shusterman’s harrowing tale explains how regardless of what people believe,
the universe has its own ideas.

Justin Garwood

Nashville, TN

Geek Charming by Robin Palmer High School/Relationships/ Friendship

Speak, An Imprint of Penguin Group, 2009, 338 pp., $7.99 ISBN: 978-0-14-241122-3

Dylan Shoenfield is one of the in-crowd at posh Castle Heights High. Her boyfriend
is cool and her friends are oh-so-popular. Dylan leads the school in fun and fashion.
Her life changes when she drops her fashionable bag in a fountain and it is rescued
by Josh Rowen, a film geek, well outside the popular crowd. Dylan agrees to be the
subject of a movie he is making as part of the application process to film school. Dylan
finds herself becoming friends with Josh, who moves into Dylan’s popular crowd. But
Dylan’s world comes crashing down when a cut of Josh’s film footage shows her as a
spoiled, selfish diva.

Dylan is faced with tough decisions about her place at Castle Heights High School in
this frothy appropriation of the princess and the frog fairytale.

Melanie Hundley

Nashville, TN

Giving Up the V by Serena Robar Teen Romance/Friendship

Simon Pulse, New York, 2009, 242 pp., $8.99 ISBN: 978-1-4169-7558-8

Spencer Davis has just turned 16 and has passed into the realm of womanhood. At
least according to her mother, who marched her into the OB-GYN'’s office for her first
exam. Spencer left with The Pill and an odd feeling that this was not how her birth-
day was supposed to be. After all, she doesn’t feel that anyone in her school is even
pill-worthy yet. But then the heavens part and she meets Benjamin Hopkins, who just
moved to May Valley High. Mr. Golden has all the potential of being “the one.” Is Ben
pill worthy? What about her friendship with Alyssa, who adores Ben?

Read how Spencer deals with her outward appearance, her loyalty to her friends, and
how she deals with Ben. This is a page-turner full of pure high school drama!

Mary Schmutz

Junction City, KS
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The Locked Garden by Gloria Whelan Historical fiction/Family/Mental Illness

HarperCollins, 2009, 168 pp., $15.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-079094-3

In the year 1900, Verna’s papa, a well-known psychiatrist, has moved her, her younger
sister Carlie, and their stern Aunt Maude to Michigan where he will work in an asylum
with mentally ill patients. After losing their mother to typhoid, the girls are hesitant to
leave the city, but eager for new adventures in their country home. When Eleanor, one
of the patients who has made a remarkable recovery, comes to work for the family,
Aunt Maude objects, voicing the prejudices and rumors that abound regarding those
who live and work in the asylum.

Whelan’s descriptions and characterization give the reader a taste of what it was like
for those whose mental illness was not treated as an illness in the early 20th century.
By choosing an adolescent girl to narrate the story, Whelan allows the reader to ap-
proach this topic with innocence, compassion, and kindness.
Vicki Sherbert
Wakefield, KS

Much Ado About Nothing by William Shakespeare Drama/Graphic Novel

Adapted by Richard Appignanesi, Illustrated by Emma Vieceli
Amulet Books, 2009, 208 pp., $10.95 ISBN: 978-0-8109-4323-0

This book succeeds in translating Shakespeare’s romantic comedy into the popular
shojo manga (Japanese girls’ romance comic) format. The simultaneous matching up
of sisters Beatrice and Hero with friends Benedick and Claudio are presented in acces-
sible and fun ways. The format works well in portraying the back-and-forth repartee
of Beatrice and Benedick while also being well suited in playing up the soap-operatic
qualities of Don John’s villainous machinations.

Along with the illustrations, the adaptors preserve the use of Shakespeare’s original

language, albeit in word balloons. The cartoonish pictures go a long way in carrying

the story, but there are also a few other built-in teaching tools, such as the full-color

character pages that front the story and two pages at the end of the book that contain
a full plot summary as well as a capsule version of Shakespeare’s life.

Stergios Botzakis

Knoxville, TN

Once Dead, Twice Shy (Madison Avery, Book 1) by Kim Harrison Fantasy

HarperCollins, 2009, 240 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-171816-8

Finding out your dad arranged for the cute guy you were beginning to like to ask you
to the prom is bad. Finding out in the middle of prom is worse. As prom nights go,
Madison Avery doesn’t think hers could get any worse. She finds out that it can when
she flees her prom (and the date her father arranged) and survives a horrible car crash,
only to be killed by a guy with a large sword. As she’s dying, she grabs the guy’s
necklace and then wakes up several hours later in the morgue. She meets Barnabas,
a light reaper, and he helps her get acclimated to her new life. She rescues souls from
dark reapers, battles with timekeepers, and meets angels and seraphs—all the while
trying to fit in at high school.
Melanie Hundley
Nashville, TN

Newes from the Dead by Mary Hooper Historical/True Story

Roaring Book Press, 2008, 272 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-59643-355-7

In 1650, a teenage housemaid, Anne Green, was hanged for infanticide; she woke up
in her coffin several hours later. This novel is based on Anne Green’s case and opens
with the line, “It is very dark when I wake.” The reader immediately experiences Anne’s
thoughts and her frantic struggle to figure out where she is and how she got there.
Anne’s experiences—the sexual abuse at the hands of her employer, her pregnancy,
and the trial, are juxtaposed with the narrative from the young surgeon who is attend-
ing his first dissection. The young surgeon thinks he sees eye flutters and movement
from the “corpse” of the young housemaid and has to convince the other doctors that
Anne is, in fact, alive.

The author uses historical accounts, pamphlets, and documents from the time period
to add to the authenticity of the novel. Some of the original documents are included.
Melanie Hundley

Nashville, TN
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The Red Queen’s Daughter by Jacqueline Kolosov Fantasy

Hyperion, 2009, 432 pp., $8.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-0798-9

No one knows for certain what became of Mary Seymour, sole heir of the virtuous
Queen Katherine Parr. When author Jacqueline Kolosov pulls her from the shadows
of Tudor history, Mary is an orphan with a mysterious past and an uncertain future.
Her destiny is revealed by the clairvoyant Lady Strange, Mary’s guardian: Mary is to
become a white magician, protecting Queen Elizabeth’s rule with insight, magic, and,
most important, a vow never to sacrifice herself for love.

Mary’s faithful dog Jack and a host of spirits and spells give her confidence when she

is called to duty in Elizabeth’s court. Navigating the passion and politics that destroyed

her parents proves more challenging than she imagined. Mary protects her character

and the crown by realizing that good and evil must coexist in the world for people to
find their destiny.

Caroline McCoy

Nashville, TN

Running for My Life by Ann Gonzalez High School/Family/Mental Illness

Westside Books, 2009, 238 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-1-934813-00-3

Ann Gonzalez dedicates Running for My Life “to the many teenagers who are handed
unfathomable challenges and who, nevertheless, find their way to freedom.” Gonzalez
gives us an intimate look into the life of one of these teens with Andrea McKane, a
fourteen-year-old girl who, despite the odds, learns to live with courage and strength. In
addition to the typical problems of a teenage girl, Andrea must cope with her mother’s
schizophrenia, a disease that transforms the mother she loves into an abusive stranger.
While she longs to cling to the comforts of her stuffed bunny and happy childhood
memories of her mother, Andrea must confront the pain of her mother’s illness and
learn to stand on her own.

Gonzalez clearly understands the complex issues of growing up in today’s world. Run-

ning for My Life provides an example of one teen whose bravery shines as she lives
day to day.

Lindsey Bollinger

Nashville, TN

Seattle Blues by Michael Wenberg

Family Relationships/War

Westside Books, 2009, 236 pp., $12.99 ISBN: 978-1-934813-04-1

It’s 1970 and thirteen-year-old Maya is a kid sorting a lot out on her own. Sent by her
mother to live with her grandmother, Maya wants to know why she had to leave the
life she knew, a life made even more challenging when her father goes missing in Viet-
nam. At first angry and sullen, Maya wants to rebel against her grandmother, until she
discovers a part of her family’s history that she’d never known before, and she realizes
that she has a lot to learn from both her mother and grandmother.

Well-intentioned, Seattle Blues is weakened by an inconsistent writing style and an

underdeveloped voice for Maya. The many challenges that Maya faces, from race

riots to autism, seem forced, making the narrative cumbersome. This novel is best

recommended for students who are already interested in the story’s emphasis on the
redeeming power of music.

Catherine McTamaney

Nashville, TN

The Sorta Sisters by Adrian Fogelin Relationships,/Families

Peachtree, 2007, 279 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 978-1-56145-424-2

Two girls, two worlds, but so much in common. Mica lives on a houseboat in south-
ern Florida with a marine scientist father, and Anna lives in northern Florida with a
foster mom who is a science teacher. Both girls love science and are hoping to find a
true friend. They become pen pals and share much of their lives. Each letter includes
a token from nature that they think is interesting. Their friendship brings both girls
joy and sorrow, but we see the girls’ lives change as time passes. Life does not always
have perfect answers, but it can provide challenges and resolution. Students can iden-
tify with so many aspects of this book—dysfunctional families, alcoholism, loneliness,
friendship, and rejection. This book will find many eager readers.
Joy Frerichs
Chatsworth, GA
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This Family Is Driving Me Crazy:
Ten Stories about Surviving Your Family

Short fiction/Family

Edited by M. Jerry Weiss and Helen S. Weiss

G. P. Putnam’s Sons, 2009, 222 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-399-25040-8

“Midnight Bus to Georgia,” Walter Dean Myers’s story of an African American fam-
ily going to outlandish lengths to support one another—and keep each other out of
jail—concludes this volume on a raucous high note. The entire collection of stories,
told exclusively through voices of adolescent narrators, includes the adventures of an
extreme-thrill-seeking family, a boy who learns to love writing via his eBay sales, two
tales in the “my crazy sister is getting married” genre, a near-death-fantasy-baseball
experience, an obsession with eating pork that “saves” the preacher, and two stories
of the “fixing” of “broken” families.

Young adolescents won’t find any hard-hitting “problem stories” in this volume, but
they will find some fun adventures with fortuitous turns and happy endings all around.
The writing is serviceable, readable, and uncomplicated, and Myers’s contribution,
though not his strongest work, is definitely the “literary” highlight of this collection.
Blake Tenore
Nashville, TN

Troy High by Shana Norris

High School/Relationships
Amulet Books, 2009, 272 pp. , $15.95

ISBN: 978-0-8109-4647-7

Nothing quite depicts the intensity of a high school football rivalry like Greek mythol-
ogy. Shana Norris has brilliantly recast the entire ensemble of Homer’s Iliad to fit the
contemporary setting in her novel, Troy High. The battlefield has transformed into the
football field, and the beautiful Helen of Troy is now Elena of Troy High. The Trojans
and the Spartans are now football teams. Readers will be seduced by the watchful
observer, Cassie, who narrates the story with a simply honesty and takes you page by
page into this vengeful tale of pride, love, and glory.
Matthew Lukach
Nashville, TN

Harper Teen, 2009, 294 pp., $16.99

Fantasy/Fairies/Friendships
ISBN: 978-0-06-166803-6

Wings by Aprilynne Pike

Laurel grew up in a beautiful forest area; she was homeschooled by her parents and
spent all of her spare time in the forest or by the river. When she was fifteen, her par-
ents decided to move into town and enroll her in high school. She has trouble getting
used to being surrounded by people and being cooped up inside. Her new life is not
at all what she expected. She feels as though she is completely different from the kids
around her. In fact, she felt different even before she grew wings.

David, one of the few friends she does make, discovers that her cells are more plantlike

than human. Laurel returns to the forest where she feels safe and meets the mysterious

Tamani, who tells her she isn’t human at all; she’s a faerie. Laurel must not only choose
between David and Tamani, she must also save her forest from the trolls.

Melanie Hundley

Nashville, TN

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Melanie Hundley
1021 Delmas Ave.
Nashville, TN 37216-3630

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Melanie Hundley at melanie.hundley @ Vanderbilt.edu.
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