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tifu
l C
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i G

arcia and M
argaret Stohl  

Fantasy/R
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Little, B
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n, 2010, 628 pp., $17.99  

ISB
N

: 978-0-316-04267-3

W
hen the niece of his sm

all tow
n’s shut-in enrolls in school, Ethan W

ate rejects the idea 
of ever being friends w

ith her. Lena D
uchannes, how

ever, is m
ore than Ethan bargained 

for—
beautiful, different, and unexpectedly pow

erful. She is a caster—
possessing the 

pow
er to instantly transform

 her natural surroundings. Ethan discovers a strong at-
traction to Lena, sharing her dream

s, seeing into her m
ind, and learning a secret about 

their fam
ily histories that connects them

. B
ut Lena’s tim

e in G
atlin, SC

, is short: She 
has six m

onths until her sixteenth birthday, w
here she’ll learn her fate as a caster—

to 
be dark or to be light, to be evil or to be good, to have Ethan or to lose him

 forever. 

T
he authors w

eave Southern history and charm
 w

ith G
othic sensibilities throughout 

the story. B
oasting a strong m

ale narrator, B
eautiful C

reatures is a fresh, pleasantly 
enjoyable take on the Y

A
 thriller/rom

ance.
Lacy C

om
pton

A
ustin, T

X

C
atch

in
g Fire by Suzanne C

ollins  
Fantasy/D

ystopias
Scholastic, 2009, 391 pp., $17.99  

ISB
N

: 978-0-439-02349-8 

W
orld-w

eary after her historic victory during the H
unger G

am
es, K

atniss Everdeen fi
nds 

her life forever changed. She and her fellow
 D

istrict 12 tribute Peeta M
ellark em

bark 
on the requisite V

ictory T
our, w

here there are hints of rebellion in several of the dis-
tricts. Inspired by her earlier exam

ple of defi
ance, citizens have taken to w

earing the 
m

ockingjay pin K
atniss w

ears. T
here are tw

ists, turns, and unexpected developm
ents 

as K
atniss faces possible betrayal at every turn. 

T
he action in this sequel to H

un
ger G

am
es never lets up, w

ith hints of things to com
e 

and w
rongs to be righted. A

ll of the secondary characters are fl
eshed out effectively. 

President Snow
’s palpable hatred for K

atniss oozes throughout his plans for the Seventy-
fi

fth H
unger G

am
es. R

eaders w
ill groan in frustration at the book’s conclusion, since 

there are so m
any loose ends. T

he tantalizing hints of a possible D
istrict 13 guarantee 

m
ore surprises for readers. 

B
arbara W

ard
R

ichland, W
A

B
u
gboy by Eric Luper 

H
orse R

acing/Ethics 
Farrar, Straus and G

iroux, 2009, 256 pp., $16.99  
ISB

N
: 978-0-374-31000-4

“Shabby” Jack W
alsh is only fi

fteen years old and has just hit the big tim
e in horse 

racing. T
he G

reat D
epression has hit everyone and everything except the ponies. People 

still fl
ock to Saratoga to try and m

ake a buck. Jack just w
ants to w

ork w
ith the best 

horses. H
e’s already led a very hard childhood, w

hat w
ith being sent aw

ay from
 his 

fam
ily because they couldn’t afford to feed him

 and his sister. Sleeping in the barns is 
m

uch better for Jack anyw
ay, he thinks. B

igger trials aw
ait Jack, though, w

hen he’s 
tem

pted to fi
x the biggest race of his life. 

Even at the very young age of 15, Jack leads a very adult life and has to m
ake adult 

choices. H
e m

ust decide w
hat is m

ore im
portant in the horse business—

w
inning the 

big race or w
inning at life.  

M
ary Schm

utz 
Junction C

ity, K
S

D
an

iel X
: A

lien
 H

u
n
ter by Jam

es Patterson and Leopoldo G
out 

G
raphic N

ovel
Little B

row
n B

ooks for Y
oung R

eaders, 2008, 128 pp., $9.99 ISB
N

: 978-0-316-00425-1

D
aniel X

 looks just like any other hum
an being, eats like any other hum

an being, sleeps 
like any other hum

an being, except, w
ell, he is not like any other hum

an being; in fact, 
he is not even hum

an. D
aniel X

 is a hum
anoid from

 the plant T
erra Firm

a, and he is an 
A

lien H
unter. A

s a child, his parents w
ere killed by T

H
E M

ost W
anted A

lien crim
inal 

of that tim
e. Y

ears later, D
aniel goes back and fi

nds the List, an artifact created to hold 
the know

ledge of T
erra Firm

a and each A
lien H

unter before him
. W

ith the list, it is 
tim

e to continue w
hat his parents started. 

A
lien

 H
un

ter is the new
est installm

ent in the D
aniel X

 series; D
aniel is hunting A

lien 
N

um
ber 7 on the list. T

hrough som
e unexpected turns of events, D

aniel becom
es the 

hunted. T
he story carefully com

bines the narrative, dialogue, and illustrations.
Isaac G

abella
Ferney-V

oltaire, France
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E
m

ily th
e Stran

ge: T
h
e Lost D

ays 
M

ultigenre, M
ystery, M

agic, Fantasy
by R

ob R
eger, Jessica G

runer, and B
uzz Parker 

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-145229-1
H

arperC
ollins, 2009, 264 pp., $16.99

W
hat w

ould you do if you found yourself in a tiny beige tow
n w

ith no m
em

ories and 
eleven pages m

issing from
 your diary? If your answ

er includes setting up shop in a 
refrigerator box and soliciting the help of four black cats and a brainless barista to 
uncover the m

ystery of your identity, then you m
ight get along w

ith Em
ily Strange. 

Fans of counterculture icon Em
ily’s unique brand of clever snark w

ill love the w
him

si-
cal blend of m

agic, m
yth, and science fi

ction in Em
ily the Stran

ge: T
he Lost D

ays, but 
you don’t have to know

 Em
ily to love her in this off-kilter adventure story w

here the 
paranorm

al is totally norm
al. A

nyone w
ith a stubborn, independent, or alternative 

streak w
ill appreciate this w

itty, self-suffi
cient girl genius w

ho em
bodies her creator’s 

m
otto: “B

e yourself, think for yourself, do it yourself.” 
N

icole R
enner

N
ashville, T

N

Fin
ally by W

endy M
ass  

G
row

ing U
p/ H

um
or

Scholastic Press, 2010, 304 pp., $16.99  
ISB

N
: 978-0-545—

05242-9 

Fin
ally introduces R

ory, a spunky and clum
sy preteen w

ho fi
nds herself in aw

kw
ard 

social situations. R
ory’s story is sparked w

hen she fi
nally turns tw

elve, and can do all 
the things her parents prom

ised that she could do at that age. O
n B

-D
ay, R

ory fi
nally 

gets to w
ork on her goals.

G
et her ow

n house key. C
heck

Shave her legs. C
heck

G
et a cell phone, w

ear m
akeup, and get a pet. C

heck, C
heck, and C

heck.

If only accom
plishing her list w

as so easy! A
long the w

ay, R
ory gets into som

e scary 
situations and alw

ays seem
s to land in a less than graceful m

anner. R
ory’s fam

ily and 
friends keep her laughing and teach her that turning tw

elve m
eans m

ore than just 
checkm

arks on a page.

M
ass’s w

riting style is w
itty; she gets into the m

ind of a tw
elve-year-old girl spinning 

a hum
orous story that m

akes readers laugh out loud. 
C

hantelle Pritchett
D

erby, K
S

If I Stay by G
ayle Form

an 
Fam

ily/C
hoices/R

elationships
D

utton B
ooks, 2009, 196 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-525-42103-0

Seventeen-year-old M
ia has a great life: she has a close-knit fam

ily, her band-playing 
boyfriend is loving and devoted to her, and her talent as a cellist has alm

ost certainly 
earned her a place at Julliard, her dream

 school. T
he only decision M

ia really has to 
m

ake is w
hich path she w

ants to follow
. A

t least, she thought that w
as the only deci-

sion she had to m
ake. O

ne ride w
ith her fam

ily during a school snow
 day, how

ever, 
changes everything. 

Suddenly, there’s only one decision M
ia has to m

ake—
a critical decision that she has 

to m
ake as she w

atches the param
edics w

ork on her body. It’s the m
ost im

portant 
decision of all, and she has to m

ake it all on her ow
n: stay, or go?

C
hristine H

alkovic
A

nsonia, C
T

Fell by D
avid C

lem
ent-D

avies 
Supernatural, Fantasy, A

dventure
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2009, 544 pp., $8.95 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8109-7266-7

Fell is a black w
olf w

ho has been shunned by his pack because of a w
rongful accusation 

concerning the death of his stark w
hite sister, and he now

 m
ust travel alone, a “kerl.” 

A
lina is a 15-year-old hum

an girl w
ho has been fated to save her people and nature 

itself. In the rugged and dark terrain of T
ransylvania, Fell and A

lina team
 up to fulfi

ll 
their com

bined destinies. T
hey have both been gifted w

ith the Sight, w
hich enables 

them
 to com

m
unicate w

ith each other and all anim
als. Fell and A

lina m
ust save their 

w
orld against the evil Lord V

laderan and his arsenal of spirits, w
hich includes M

orgra, 
a devious w

olf w
ho exercises dark pow

ers over Fell. 

T
his sequel to T

he Sight, Fell is an epic anim
al fantasy full of detailed w

olf lore, action, 
intrigue, and enough back-story to allow

 the reader to jum
p right into the adventure. 

Stephanie Sefcik
N

ashville, T
N
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M
on

stru
m

ologist by R
ick Y

ancey 
H

orror/T
hriller

Sim
on &

 Schuster C
hildren’s Publishing, 2009,   

ISB
N

: 978-1-4169-8448-1
448 pp., $17.99

T
w

elve year-old-orphan W
illiam

 Jam
es H

enry serves as an apprentice to D
r. Pellinore 

W
arthrop—

a m
onstrum

ologist. In this thrilling tale, W
ill assists D

r. W
arthrop, w

ho is 
an offi

cial m
onster hunter, track dow

n a group of anthropophagi—
those creatures of 

m
ythology and lore w

ith no heads and shark-like m
ouths in their stom

achs. 

Set in a sm
all N

ew
 England-type tow

n in 1888, D
r. W

arthrop and H
enry travel to 

gruesom
e crim

e scenes, cem
eteries, and an asylum

 in search of the answ
ers behind 

the m
ysterious appearance of this pack of m

an-eaters. Just as m
ysterious are the cir-

cum
stances behind W

ill’s parents’ deaths and his com
plex relationship w

ith the doctor 
w

ho relies on him
 so m

uch. 

Y
ancey’s novel, w

ith shades of Sherlock H
olm

es and forensic thrillers, w
ill excite those 

w
ho appreciate horror novels w

ith a m
edical tw

ist and delight those interested in gothic 
gore. I look forw

ard to W
ill’s next adventure. 

Jacqueline B
ach

B
aton R

ouge, LA

R
apu

n
zel’s R

even
ge by Shannon and D

ean H
ale 

A
dventure/G

row
ing U

p/Self  
Illus. N

athan H
ale 

D
iscovery 

B
loom

sbury, 2008, 144 pp., $14.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-59990-070-4

If you loved T
he G

oose G
irl and B

ook of a T
housan

d D
ays, you are in for another treat. 

In R
apun

zel’s R
even

ge, author Shannon H
ale partners w

ith D
ean H

ale and N
athan H

ale 
to retell the G

rim
m

’s classic as a graphic novel. 

T
his is defi

nitely not your grandm
other’s R

apunzel—
the quietly subm

issive, long-
suffering princess, w

aiting for the prince to rescue her. T
he H

ales’s updated teenager-in-
a-tow

er has a big heart, strong braids, and a sw
ashbuckling, high-energy, big-adventure 

story to tell. T
his R

apunzel is “W
A

N
T

ED
 D

EA
D

 O
R

 A
LIV

E for horse thieving, kidnapping, 
jail breaking, and using her hair in a m

anner other than nature intended!” 

W
hile R

apun
zel’s R

even
ge is defi

nitely the stuff of high adventure and the old W
est, it 

is very m
uch a story about grow

ing up fem
ale, taking chances, negotiating potentially 

dangerous landscapes, confronting cruelty and loss, and re-fi
nding the nurture and 

com
fort that can be had in love. 

Phyllis T
hom

pson
Johnson C

ity, T
N

N
.E

.R
.D

.S. by M
ichael B

uckley 
A

dventure/Spy/Friendship
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2009, 306 pp., $14.95 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8109-4324-7

Jackson Jones is the focal point of N
athan H

ale Elem
entary; as a star athlete and the 

m
ost popular kid in school. H

e is struck dow
n by m

iddle school superfi
ciality w

hen 
he gets braces and a head harness: he loses his friends and even has to give up sports. 
D

uring this tim
e, Jackson fi

nds consolation in learning all he can about other people. 
H

is curiosity leads him
 to a group of fi

ve “nerds” w
ho have som

ething to hide. U
pon 

further investigation, he discovers that they are here to save the w
orld. 

M
ichael B

uckley tries to challenge com
m

on social perceptions w
hile entertaining his 

reader. T
hough there are som

e intriguing aspects and cool details, the w
riter fails to 

execute the idea that the prim
ary job of a book is to im

m
erse the reader into a w

orld 
that, although a product of the w

riter’s thoughts, still needs coherent rules, law
s, and 

consistencies. 
Isaac G

abella
Ferney-V

oltaire, France

R
ebou

n
d by B

ob K
rech 

A
dolescence, Sports, R

acial Issues
M

arshall C
avendish, 2006, 271 pp., $6.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7614-5543-1

Polish A
m

erican kids from
 the G

reenville w
orking-class, rustbelt neighborhood don’t 

play basketball; they w
restle. R

ay W
isniew

ski doesn’t w
ant to buy into the idea that 

black kids play hoops and w
hite kids w

restle. R
ay is determ

ined to overcom
e this. 

K
rech’s story of “teenager tries to m

ake good” is another rem
inder that subdivisions, 

barriers, and bigotry can pollute a school. R
ay learns a hard lesson w

hen he couldn’t 
m

ake the basketball team
 under the w

hite coach for tw
o seasons. W

hen a new
 black 

coach arrives his senior year, R
ay is suddenly talented enough to m

ake the 22-m
an 

squad. T
he only problem

 w
ith m

aking a varsity team
 is that it brings on unasked-for 

responsibilities and treatm
ents . . . and m

akes those barriers even w
orse. 

W
hat should R

ay do w
hen there are confl

icts betw
een his w

hite friends and his new
-

found black friends? O
r w

hen som
e of his team

m
ates see him

 as a detrim
ent to the team

?
C

ord M
cK

eithen
B

aton R
ouge, LA
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ALAN
REVIEW

T
h
e P

oison
 E

aters &
 O

th
er Stories by H

olly B
lack  

Fantasy/Short Story
B

ig M
outh H

ouse, 2009, 256 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-931520-63-8

H
olly B

lack’s T
he Poison

 Eaters &
 O

ther Stories takes readers on an entertainingly out-
landish journey replete w

ith vam
pire and w

erew
olf infi

ltration, souls sold to the D
evil, 

faeries and unicorns striking up deals w
ith hum

ans, and young girls bred to have poi-
sonous skin. In the w

orld B
lack creates, m

agic itself is not fantastical or otherw
orldly; 

it is organic, natural, never out of place. T
his collection of short stories takes elem

ents 
of a dark w

orld, often decried as “hum
anity’s underbelly,” and thrusts them

 all too 
convincingly into a position of norm

alcy. N
either people nor stories are constrained 

by w
hat is routine or plausible.

R
eaders m

ust shuck off reality, like clothes before a show
er, because inside the stories, 

“m
agical things seem

ed like they could be ordinary and ordinary things w
ere alm

ost 
m

agical” (108). R
ecom

m
ended for a m

ature adolescent and im
aginative audience, T

he 
Poison

 Eaters w
ill not fail to entertain. 

W
hitney H

ew
ell

N
ashville, T

N

T
ou

ch
 by Francine Prose 

Friendship/T
ruth/D

ivorce
H

arperT
een, 2009, 262 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-137517-0

H
igh school freshm

an M
aisie W

illard has been through plenty already—
her parents’ 

divorce, trying to adjust to new
 stepparents, and m

oving betw
een households to decide 

w
here she feels m

ost w
elcom

e.

W
hen she returns to her father’s hom

e, she’s reunited w
ith her three best friends—

three 
boys w

ho’ve been best buddies w
ith her as long as she can rem

em
ber. B

ut som
ething’s 

changed. A
nd soon, a touching incident w

ith the boys in the back of a school bus be-
com

es a com
m

unityw
ide issue, further shattering M

aisie’s w
orld. B

ut, as the “truth” 
com

es out, stories change, and even M
aisie’s not sure w

hat really w
ent on.

Students w
ill be able to identify w

ith the am
biguity of perceptions—

and defi
ning w

hat 
truth really is. Prose provides a realistic portrayal of a teen’s life m

ade uneasy follow
-

ing her parents’ divorce, only to be escalated w
hen rum

ors build about the incident 
on the bus.

Lori A
tkins G

oodson
M

anhattan, K
S

T
iger M

oon
 by A

ntonia M
ichaelis,  

A
dventure/Fantasy/R

om
ance

translated by A
nthea B

ell 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8109-4499-2

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2009, 480 pp., $8.95 

In early tw
entieth-century India, a w

ealthy m
erchant nam

ed A
hm

ed M
udhi is on a jour-

ney w
hen he sees a young girl daydream

ing under a tree. C
aptivated by her beauty, he 

im
m

ediately fi
nds the girl’s fam

ily and arranges to m
arry her that evening. T

hus Safi
a 

becom
es the eighth w

ife of a m
an she has never m

et. Safi
a know

s it is only a m
atter of 

tim
e before her husband fi

nds out her secret, a secret that w
ill surely m

ean her death. 
A

s she aw
aits her fate, Safi

a tells the story of Farhad, a clever thief turned hero on a 
quest to save a beautiful princess from

 m
arriage to the dem

on king. 

Like a H
indu Scheherazade, Safi

a w
eaves her tale of m

agic, adventure, and rom
ance in 

an attem
pt to save herself. A

s the tw
o stories intertw

ine, Safi
a and Farhad learn about 

courage, love, and w
hat it m

eans to be a hero. 
Lindsey B

ollinger
N

ashville, T
N

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630

T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.
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