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C
h
oppy Socky B

lu
es by Ed B

riant 
R

ealistic Fiction
Flux, 2010, 264 pp., $9.96 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7387-1897-2

A
fter fantasizing about girls he fi

nds in his brother’s m
agazine collection, 14-year-old 

Jay is sm
itten by a real girl for the fi

rst tim
e—

so m
uch so, that he decides to turn to 

his father, w
hom

 he hasn’t spoken to in tw
o years, for help. Y

ou see, T
inga is going 

up for her blue belt in 21 days and has invited Jay, a green belt, to spar w
ith her. T

he 
trouble is, Jay hasn’t practiced in tw

o years, hence the decision to get in touch w
ith 

his father. A
nd, to m

ake m
atters w

orse, Jay fi
nds out that T

inga and M
alcolm

, his 
friend, have been dating. 

W
ith occasional frank discussions about sex, B

riant’s novel is a sort of Judy B
lum

e 
m

eets Louise R
ennison (it’s set in Southern England) for boys. It’s a hum

orous, touching 
book told from

 the point of view
 of a likeable m

ale w
ho is discovering the com

plexities 
of relationships for the fi

rst tim
e. 

Jacqueline B
ach

Shreveport, LA

B
y th

e T
im

e Y
ou

 R
ead T

h
is, I’ll B

e D
ead  

Suicide/B
ullying/Identity 

by Julie A
nne Peters

H
yperion, 2010, 198 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4231-1618-9

D
aelyn is a deeply troubled teen, attending a private C

atholic girls’ school in her par-
ents’ m

isguided attem
pts to salvage her by constantly sw

itching schools. D
aelyn cannot 

speak due to another thw
arted suicide attem

pt, yet she w
rites her ow

n painful story. 
T

his pow
erful, disturbing novel covers her ongoing efforts to kill herself as she follow

s 
the guidelines of T

hrough-the-Light.com
 until she goes into the light.

D
aelyn is one of the lost souls w

ho have been victim
ized by taunting classm

ates, origi-
nally because she w

as fat. W
ill she carry out her path of self-destruction despite hopeful 

alliances w
ith Santana, the boy w

ho battles H
odgkin’s lym

phom
a, or Em

ily, a fellow
 

classm
ate w

hose size is setting her up for bullying? Peters w
rites im

portant, challenging 
fi

ction for young adults, and this novel’s exam
ination of bullycide offers uncom

fort-
able insights into the w

orld of those w
ho feel like losers from

 birth and trust no one. 
Judith A

. H
ayn

Little R
ock, A

R

B
reath

less by Lurlene M
cD

aniel 
Fam

ily R
elationships/Illness

D
elacorte B

ooks for Y
oung R

eaders, 2009, 176 pp., $7.99  
ISB

N
: 978-0-385-73459-2

B
reathless looks into the lives of four teenagers living in southern A

labam
a: C

ooper 
K

ulani, a half-K
orean, half-H

aw
aiian m

isfi
t; T

ravis M
orrison, cham

pion diver of his high 
school; Em

ily M
orrison, T

ravis’s younger sister; and D
arla G

ibson, T
ravis’s girlfriend. 

C
ooper lived w

ith his alcoholic m
other until he w

as taken in by T
ravis’s fam

ily years 
ago. B

oth C
ooper and Em

ily have feelings for one another but never express them
. 

D
arla lives w

ith her abusive father. 

T
he novel begins on the fi

rst day of sum
m

er vacation w
hen the four take T

ravis’s boat 
out on the lake. T

ravis decides to dive off the edge of a cliff into the lake and ends up 
in the hospital. H

e fi
nds out he has bone cancer. Each chapter takes the fi

rst-person 
perspective of one of the four m

ain characters.
A

ngelica B
raaten

Shreveport, LA

C
lon

e C
odes by Patricia C

. M
cK

issack,  
Science Fiction/H

istorical Fiction/Identity
Fredrick L. M

cK
issack, and John M

cK
issack 

Scholastic, 2010, 192 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
 978-0-439-92983-7

H
istory repeats itself in this science fi

ction tour de force set in the U
nited States in 2071. 

Leanna D
eberry keeps a virtual diary to chronicle her daw

ning aw
areness of her status 

in a post-C
yborg-W

ar w
orld. M

ixing history w
ith fi

ction, the M
cK

issacks (parents and 
son) docum

ent how
 hum

anity becom
es its ow

n w
orst enem

y.

A
t 13, Leanna discovers she is a dreaded under-being, a clone H

er m
other and m

entor 
are jailed as dissidents for participating in the Liberty B

ell Foundation, w
hose goal is 

to change the C
yborg slaveocracy system

. T
he indom

itable heroine uses her know
l-

edge of the A
frican slave trade; the Fugitive Slave A

ct; the U
nderground R

ailroad; the 
13th A

m
endm

ent; and proponents of freedom
 in her quest to save her loved ones. In 

a riveting tale, Leanna also discovers herself as a “sentient” biological being w
ho has 

the sam
e rights as everyone else, even though she is a clone. 

Judith A
. H

ayn
Little R

ock, A
R
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H
an

n
ah

’s T
ou

ch
 by Laura Langston 

D
ram

a/Identity/Paranorm
al/D

eath
O

rca B
ooks, 2009, 132pp.. $9.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-55469-149-4

H
annah is a 16-year-old still coping w

ith the death of her boyfriend. H
er average day 

consists of w
ork, school, hom

e, and thoughts of Logan. Everything is norm
al in H

an-
nah’s life until the day she is stung by a bee. T

he near-death experience gives H
annah 

the one thing she has been hoping for since Logan died—
a chance to see him

 again. 
B

ut that chance com
es w

ith a price: H
annah is given the unique pow

er to physically 
heal people. It is a pow

er that H
annah cannot take lightly. W

ith the help of Logan’s 
spirit, H

annah m
ust choose w

hether or not she is going to use her pow
er to heal the 

one person responsible for causing Logan’s death. 

H
an

n
ah’s T

ouch is an em
otional tale of forgiveness and learning to let go of one w

ho 
has passed. A

lthough the novel is a short and easy read, Langston realistically conveys 
the guilt and anger over losing som

eone special. 
K

im
 C

oyle
N

ashville, T
N

H
ow

 to Su
rvive M

odern
 A

rt by Susie H
odge 

A
rt/C

ontem
porary N

onFiction
T

ate Publishing, 2009, 126 pp., $19.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-85437-749-4

H
ow

 to Survive M
odern

 A
rt acts as an indispensable guide to contem

porary art and 
architecture, com

plete w
ith glossary, tim

elines, guides to looking at m
odern art, con-

textual inform
ation, and quotes from

 artists. T
his book intends to introduce the reader 

to the w
orld of m

odern, unique, thought-provoking, and truly bizarre pieces of art by 
carefully introducing and explaining each one in context w

ith other sim
ilar w

orks.

T
his inform

ational book displays full-color artw
ork alongside descriptions of the piece, 

its context, its artist, and various techniques used in the w
ork. T

he “A
rt in C

ontext” 
box on each page describes som

ething unique or useful about the piece, such as refer-
ences to historical events. 

Experts and novices alike w
ill appreciate this useful overview

 of m
odern art, w

ith 
its color pictures and easy-to-read form

at. B
y grouping pieces of art, digital art, and 

architecture in an organized form
at, H

odge m
akes the confusing subject of m

odern art 
accessible to everyone.

Stephanie M
ills 

N
ashville, T

N

H
idden

 V
oices by Pat Low

ery C
ollins 

H
istorical R

om
ance/Identity/M

usic/Friendship
C

andlew
ick Press, 2009, 345 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7636-3917-4

T
he orphans at the O

spedale della Pieta in V
enice know

 only tw
o things, M

usic and 
Prayer. T

he O
spedale is know

n for its extraordinary m
usical perform

ances, provided 
by A

ntonio V
ivaldi. B

ut the three special young w
om

en in this story cannot fi
nd w

hat 
they seek w

ithin the scores, the instrum
ents, or the church. T

he expression and passion 
that they learn from

 the m
usic initiates a yearning for love. H

ow
ever, w

ith love com
es 

dangers and heartbreak. Each chapter is narrated by one of the three girls, captur-
ing the thoughts, em

otions, and situations from
 the three perspectives. Like m

any of 
V

ivaldi’s scores, the novel is a little slow
 to start, but then builds into a grand tale of 

lust, disappointm
ent, pain, and eventually acceptance. H

idden
 V

oices is a rare insight 
into the life and w

orks of V
ivaldi and the m

any girls he helped becom
e som

e of the 
best m

usicians in Italy. 
K

im
 C

oyle
N

ashville, T
N

H
eist Society by A

lly C
arter 

M
ystery/Suspense/R

elationships
D

isney H
yperion B

ooks, 2010, 304 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4231-1639-4

K
atarina B

ishop, born into a fam
ily of art thieves, w

ants to have a norm
al life, so she 

forges the docum
ents necessary to get into a prestigious N

ew
 England boarding school. 

She can’t escape her past, how
ever, and soon fi

nds herself leading a team
 of young 

thieves. In this one caper, she w
ill attem

pt to prove her father’s innocence, return the 
property of a dangerous billionaire, and pull off the w

orld’s m
ost im

possible art theft. 
K

atarina has been a part of som
e pretty intense fam

ily scam
s; how

ever, pulling off this 
one w

ill take all of her considerable talents.

B
etrayals, art history, and European cities provide a lush backdrop for this tale of fam

ily 
and thievery. K

atarina w
orries about her father, deals w

ith fam
ily m

em
bers and fam

ily 
history, and juggles relationships w

ith boys—
all w

hile planning com
plex heists. From

 
the author of the G

allagher G
irls series, this exciting story is a w

inner.M
elanie H

undley
N

ashville, T
N
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T
h
e B

ook of D
ream

s by O
. R

. M
elling,  

Fantasy/T
een/R

om
ance/A

dventure
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2009, 696 pp., $12.95  
ISB

N
: 978-0-8109-8418-9

A
s a 13-year-old half-fairy and half-m

ortal being, D
ana has the ability to teleport herself 

spiritually into Faerie, the land of the fairies, in order to escape life in the “real w
orld” 

of C
anada, w

here she lives very unhappily w
ith her father and stepm

other. In Faerie, 
D

ana’s m
other, the fairy queen, gives her the m

ission of fi
nding the B

ook of D
ream

s in 
order to fulfi

ll her destiny. W
ith her shape-shifting pow

ers, a fl
ying spirit vessel, and 

her French classm
ate Jean, D

ana em
barks on a grand adventure w

here she encounters 
m

ythical creatures like dragons, trolls, and even Sasquatch. 

W
ith actual m

aps included in the book, M
elling utilizes her descriptive w

riting skills 
to create a w

orld of adventure and thrills for readers.
A

lfred C
han 

B
oston, M

A

T
h
e G

irls by T
ucker Shaw

 
B

roadw
ay/R

elationships/G
ossip

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2010, 224 pp., $6.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-8109-8991-7

T
he G

irls  is a quick and w
itty retelling of C

laire Luce B
ooth’s 1930 B

roadw
ay tale into 

w
hich T

ucker Shaw
 w

eaves the story of fi
ve young w

om
en attending boarding school 

in A
spen. Peggy and M

ary are best friends and room
m

ates at M
aroon B

ells School for 
G

irls. Peggy is torn betw
een telling M

ary about M
ary’s cheating boyfriend or letting 

her fi
nd out on her ow

n. A
t the m

om
ent w

hen the gossip is revealed to M
ary, a tw

isted 
story of love, pain, betrayal, and friendship unw

inds. T
he story unfolds against the 

backdrop of the city of A
spen, fi

lled w
ith w

ealthy tourists, m
ountains to snow

board, 
and upscale restaurants. 

Peggy has a penchant for food, and w
henever things get tough for her, she begins 

“cooking in her head.” Punctuated w
ith rich and delicious recipes, readers w

ill devour 
the gossip just as readily as Peggy’s im

agined m
eals. 

C
aitlin R

ow
land

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
e FizzyW

h
iz K

id by M
aiya W

illiam
s 

H
um

or/T
elevision/B

elonging
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2010, 288 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8109-8347-2

It’s hard enough to be the new
 kid in tow

n. It’s even harder w
hen you’re the new

 
kid in H

ollyw
ood, and your fam

ily has never ow
ned a television. Surrounded by kids 

w
hose parents are actors, screenw

riters, and agents, M
itchell M

athis has never even 
seen “Star W

ars.” T
rying to understand his classm

ates a little better, M
itchell auditions 

at an open casting call and ends up getting cast in a series of popular soft-drink com
-

m
ercials that m

ake him
 equally popular at school. A

uthor M
aiya W

illiam
s translates 

her years of experience in the entertainm
ent industry into this lighthearted story of a 

kid just trying to fi
t in. T

he characters are believable and likeable (you’ll even feel for 
the “m

ean boy”). 

A
n accessible introduction for kids w

ho are interested in the entertainm
ent industry, 

the novel offers a range of opportunities for the m
agic-m

aking business and related 
alternatives. 

C
atherine M

cT
am

aney
N

ashville,T
N

T
h
e Last Su

m
m

er of th
e D

eath
 W

arriors  
Friendship/Fam

ily/R
elationships

by Francisco X
. Stork

A
rthur A

. Levine, 2010, 352 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-545-15133-7

Pa ncho arrives at St. A
nthony’s orphanage w

ith a singular m
ission: to avenge the death 

of his beloved sister R
osa. A

s he secretly tries to identify the m
an responsible and plot 

his revenge, Pancho is enlisted to assist D
.Q

., an idealistic young m
an dying of cancer 

w
ho hopes to use his last days to w

rite the D
eath W

arrior M
anifesto and convert Pan-

cho to the gospel of fully em
bracing life. H

ow
ever, a potential love triangle betw

een 
D

.Q
., Pancho, and the beautiful M

arisol threatens to disrupt the delicate friendship that 
grow

s betw
een the tw

o young m
en as they m

editate on faith, doubt, and the value of 
m

inistering to the needs of others. A
s he did in last year’s M

arcelo in
 the R

eal W
orld, 

Stork uses his characters’ deepest pains, joys, and dream
s to com

pose a beautiful psalm
 

in this engaging Y
A

 retelling of D
on

 Q
uixote, as seen through the eyes of Sancho Panza.

Sean K
ottke

Lansing, M
I
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Salt by M
aurice G

ee 
Q

uest/ Fantasy/ R
om

ance/ R
evenge

O
rca B

ooks, 2009, 272 pp., $18.00 
ISB

N
: 987-1-55469-209-5

H
ari’s only goal is to rescue his father from

 the depths of D
eep Salt, a terrible place from

 
w

hich no one returns. T
he beautiful Pearl hopes to escape her privileged w

orld and 
her loveless arranged m

arriage. In their separate w
orlds, Pearl and H

ari are enem
ies, 

but w
hen these tw

o characters’ lives collide, a w
hirlw

ind of an adventure unfolds. 

Salt, the fi
rst in M

aurice G
ee’s Salt T

rilogy, is a fantastical tale fi
lled w

ith m
agical abili-

ties, a corrupt regim
e, and unspeakable terror hidden in a deadly cave. Pearl and H

ari’s 
w

him
sical quest begins in this exciting adventure that keeps the reader hungering for 

m
ore. A

 w
arning to all: once you enter G

ee’s m
agical w

orld, there is no turning back 
until the trilogy is com

plete.
K

im
 C

oyle
N

ashville, T
N

W
ick

ed Lovely #4: R
adian

t Sh
adow

s  
Personal C

hoices/U
rban Fantasy/ Fantasy 

by M
elissa M

arr  
R

om
ance

H
arperC

ollins, 2010, 352 pp., $11.46 
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-165922-5

R
adian

t Shadow
s, the fourth book in M

elissa M
arr’s W

icked Lovely series, is full of 
fam

iliar characters. T
w

o of them
 have choices to m

ake that w
ill affect others in the 

m
ortal w

orld and Faerie: D
evlin, K

eeper of O
rder in the H

igh C
ourt, and A

ni, half-m
ortal, 

half-H
ound of the W

ild H
unt. A

ni m
ust feed off of both em

otions and touch—
hum

an 
and faerie—

for nourishm
ent. H

er unique genetics m
ade her very appealing to faeries, 

and several pow
erful ones are interested in using her to advance their ow

n w
elfare. 

D
evlin m

ust decide betw
een his continued loyalty to a leader w

ho failed to lead and 
his ow

n desires. A
ni’s fam

ily is in danger; she is a H
ound and a strong fi

ghter, but is 
there another w

ay to w
in? T

his book has action, rom
ance, faerie courts, and m

ystery. 
It is possible to enter another w

orld every tim
e you pick up this book. 

Freida G
olden 

M
eridian, T

X

T
illm

on
 C

ou
n
ty Fire by Pam

ela Ehrenberg 
R

ural Life/M
ystery/R

ealism
Eerdm

ans B
ooks for Y

oung R
eaders , 2009, 175 pp., $9.00  

ISB
N

: 978-0-8028-5345-5

For a w
orld that has becom

e increasingly obsessed w
ith “B

ig B
rother” program

m
ing, 

Pam
ela Ehrenberg’s T

illm
on

 C
oun

ty Fire is a hot dose of sm
all-tow

n living that reality T
V

 
junkies can em

brace as an escape from
 the H

ollyw
ood lens. Set in a rural, A

ppalachian 
tow

n, the story is unraveled by several different teenagers, all of w
hom

 are suspects 
in a case of arson that w

as fueled by hate and revenge. It m
ust have been the religious 

kid, A
iden. O

r m
aybe it w

as that new
 kid from

 the city, R
ob. W

hat about Lacey? Each 
teen’s story w

ill keep you guessing.

Is there any one of us w
ho has not been a m

isunderstood teenager? W
ho am

ong us 
hasn’t w

ished, at som
e point, that they could be a fl

y on the w
all? Ehrenberg’s novel 

puts us behind the cam
era in the “confessional room

,” and m
akes us w

itnesses for 
innovative storytelling.

Justin G
arw

ood
N

ashville, T
N

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630

T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.
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