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Choppy Socky Blues by Ed Briant Realistic Fiction

Flux, 2010, 264 pp., $9.96 ISBN: 978-0-7387-1897-2

After fantasizing about girls he finds in his brother’s magazine collection, 14-year-old
Jay is smitten by a real girl for the first time—so much so, that he decides to turn to
his father, whom he hasn’t spoken to in two years, for help. You see, Tinga is going
up for her blue belt in 21 days and has invited Jay, a green belt, to spar with her. The
trouble is, Jay hasn’t practiced in two years, hence the decision to get in touch with
his father. And, to make matters worse, Jay finds out that Tinga and Malcolm, his
friend, have been dating.

With occasional frank discussions about sex, Briant’s novel is a sort of Judy Blume

meets Louise Rennison (it’s set in Southern England) for boys. It’s a humorous, touching

book told from the point of view of a likeable male who is discovering the complexities
of relationships for the first time.

Jacqueline Bach

Shreveport, LA

Delacorte Books for Young Readers, 2009, 176 pp., $7.99

Breathless by Lurlene McDaniel Family Relationships/Illness

ISBN: 978-0-385-73459-2

Breathless looks into the lives of four teenagers living in southern Alabama: Cooper
Kulani, a half-Korean, half-Hawaiian misfit; Travis Morrison, champion diver of his high
school; Emily Morrison, Travis’s younger sister; and Darla Gibson, Travis’s girlfriend.
Cooper lived with his alcoholic mother until he was taken in by Travis’s family years
ago. Both Cooper and Emily have feelings for one another but never express them.
Darla lives with her abusive father.

The novel begins on the first day of summer vacation when the four take Travis’s boat

out on the lake. Travis decides to dive off the edge of a cliff into the lake and ends up

in the hospital. He finds out he has bone cancer. Each chapter takes the first-person
perspective of one of the four main characters.

Angelica Braaten

Shreveport, LA

By the Time You Read This, I'll Be Dead Suicide/Bullying/Identity

by Julie Anne Peters

Hyperion, 2010, 198 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-1618-9

Daelyn is a deeply troubled teen, attending a private Catholic girls’ school in her par-
ents’ misguided attempts to salvage her by constantly switching schools. Daelyn cannot
speak due to another thwarted suicide attempt, yet she writes her own painful story.
This powerful, disturbing novel covers her ongoing efforts to kill herself as she follows
the guidelines of Through-the-Light.com until she goes into the light.

Daelyn is one of the lost souls who have been victimized by taunting classmates, origi-
nally because she was fat. Will she carry out her path of self-destruction despite hopeful
alliances with Santana, the boy who battles Hodgkin’s lymphoma, or Emily, a fellow
classmate whose size is setting her up for bullying? Peters writes important, challenging
fiction for young adults, and this novel’s examination of bullycide offers uncomfort-
able insights into the world of those who feel like losers from birth and trust no one.

Judith A. Hayn

Little Rock, AR

Clone Codes by Patricia C. McKissack, Science Fiction/Historical Fiction/Identity

Fredrick L. McKissack, and John McKissack

Scholastic, 2010, 192 pp., $16.99 ISBN 978-0-439-92983-7

History repeats itself in this science fiction tour de force set in the United States in 2071.
Leanna Deberry keeps a virtual diary to chronicle her dawning awareness of her status
in a post-Cyborg-War world. Mixing history with fiction, the McKissacks (parents and
son) document how humanity becomes its own worst enemy.

At 13, Leanna discovers she is a dreaded under-being, a clone Her mother and mentor
are jailed as dissidents for participating in the Liberty Bell Foundation, whose goal is
to change the Cyborg slaveocracy system. The indomitable heroine uses her knowl-
edge of the African slave trade; the Fugitive Slave Act; the Underground Railroad; the
13th Amendment; and proponents of freedom in her quest to save her loved ones. In
a riveting tale, Leanna also discovers herself as a “sentient” biological being who has
the same rights as everyone else, even though she is a clone.

Judith A. Hayn

Little Rock, AR
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Hannah’s Touch by Laura Langston Drama/Identity/Paranormal/Death

Orca Books, 2009, 132pp.. $9.95 ISBN: 978-1-55469-149-4

Hannah is a 16-year-old still coping with the death of her boyfriend. Her average day
consists of work, school, home, and thoughts of Logan. Everything is normal in Han-
nah’s life until the day she is stung by a bee. The near-death experience gives Hannah
the one thing she has been hoping for since Logan died—a chance to see him again.
But that chance comes with a price: Hannah is given the unique power to physically
heal people. It is a power that Hannah cannot take lightly. With the help of Logan’s
spirit, Hannah must choose whether or not she is going to use her power to heal the
one person responsible for causing Logan’s death.

Hannah’s Touch is an emotional tale of forgiveness and learning to let go of one who

has passed. Although the novel is a short and easy read, Langston realistically conveys
the guilt and anger over losing someone special.

Kim Coyle

Nashville, TN

Heist Society by Ally Carter

Mystery/Suspense/Relationships

Disney Hyperion Books, 2010, 304 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-1639-4

Katarina Bishop, born into a family of art thieves, wants to have a normal life, so she
forges the documents necessary to get into a prestigious New England boarding school.
She can’t escape her past, however, and soon finds herself leading a team of young
thieves. In this one caper, she will attempt to prove her father’s innocence, return the
property of a dangerous billionaire, and pull off the world’s most impossible art theft.
Katarina has been a part of some pretty intense family scams; however, pulling off this
one will take all of her considerable talents.

Betrayals, art history, and European cities provide a lush backdrop for this tale of family

and thievery. Katarina worries about her father, deals with family members and family

history, and juggles relationships with boys—all while planning complex heists. From
the author of the Gallagher Girls series, this exciting story is a winner.

Melanie Hundley

Nashville, TN

How to Survive Modern Art by Susie Hodge Art/Contemporary NonFiction

Tate Publishing, 2009, 126 pp., $19.95 ISBN: 978-1-85437-749-4

How to Survive Modern Art acts as an indispensable guide to contemporary art and
architecture, complete with glossary, timelines, guides to looking at modern art, con-
textual information, and quotes from artists. This book intends to introduce the reader
to the world of modern, unique, thought-provoking, and truly bizarre pieces of art by
carefully introducing and explaining each one in context with other similar works.

This informational book displays full-color artwork alongside descriptions of the piece,
its context, its artist, and various techniques used in the work. The “Art in Context”
box on each page describes something unique or useful about the piece, such as refer-
ences to historical events.

Experts and novices alike will appreciate this useful overview of modern art, with

its color pictures and easy-to-read format. By grouping pieces of art, digital art, and

architecture in an organized format, Hodge makes the confusing subject of modern art
accessible to everyone.

Stephanie Mills

Nashville, TN

Candlewick Press, 2009, 345 pp., $17.99

Hidden Voices by Pat Lowery Collins Historical Romance/Identity/Music/Friendship
ISBN: 978-0-7636-3917-4

The orphans at the Ospedale della Pieta in Venice know only two things, Music and
Prayer. The Ospedale is known for its extraordinary musical performances, provided
by Antonio Vivaldi. But the three special young women in this story cannot find what
they seek within the scores, the instruments, or the church. The expression and passion
that they learn from the music initiates a yearning for love. However, with love comes
dangers and heartbreak. Each chapter is narrated by one of the three girls, captur-
ing the thoughts, emotions, and situations from the three perspectives. Like many of
Vivaldi’s scores, the novel is a little slow to start, but then builds into a grand tale of
lust, disappointment, pain, and eventually acceptance. Hidden Voices is a rare insight
into the life and works of Vivaldi and the many girls he helped become some of the
best musicians in Italy.
Kim Coyle
Nashville, TN
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The Book of Dreams by O. R. Melling, Fantasy/Teen/Romance/Adventure

Amulet Books, 2009, 696 pp., $12.95 ISBN: 978-0-8109-8418-9

As a 13-year-old half-fairy and half-mortal being, Dana has the ability to teleport herself
spiritually into Faerie, the land of the fairies, in order to escape life in the “real world”
of Canada, where she lives very unhappily with her father and stepmother. In Faerie,
Dana’s mother, the fairy queen, gives her the mission of finding the Book of Dreams in
order to fulfill her destiny. With her shape-shifting powers, a flying spirit vessel, and
her French classmate Jean, Dana embarks on a grand adventure where she encounters
mythical creatures like dragons, trolls, and even Sasquatch.

With actual maps included in the book, Melling utilizes her descriptive writing skills
to create a world of adventure and thrills for readers.
Alfred Chan
Boston, MA

The FizzyWhiz Kid by Maiya Williams Humor/Television/Belonging

Amulet Books, 2010, 288 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-8109-8347-2

It’s hard enough to be the new kid in town. It’s even harder when you’re the new
kid in Hollywood, and your family has never owned a television. Surrounded by kids
whose parents are actors, screenwriters, and agents, Mitchell Mathis has never even
seen “Star Wars.” Trying to understand his classmates a little better, Mitchell auditions
at an open casting call and ends up getting cast in a series of popular soft-drink com-
mercials that make him equally popular at school. Author Maiya Williams translates
her years of experience in the entertainment industry into this lighthearted story of a
kid just trying to fit in. The characters are believable and likeable (you’ll even feel for
the “mean boy”).

An accessible introduction for kids who are interested in the entertainment industry,

the novel offers a range of opportunities for the magic-making business and related
alternatives.

Catherine McTamaney

Nashville, TN

Amulet Books, 2010, 224 pp., $6.99

The Girls by Tucker Shaw Broadway/Relationships/Gossip

ISBN: 978-0-8109-8991-7

The Girls is a quick and witty retelling of Claire Luce Booth’s 1930 Broadway tale into
which Tucker Shaw weaves the story of five young women attending boarding school
in Aspen. Peggy and Mary are best friends and roommates at Maroon Bells School for
Girls. Peggy is torn between telling Mary about Mary’s cheating boyfriend or letting
her find out on her own. At the moment when the gossip is revealed to Mary, a twisted
story of love, pain, betrayal, and friendship unwinds. The story unfolds against the
backdrop of the city of Aspen, filled with wealthy tourists, mountains to snowboard,
and upscale restaurants.

Peggy has a penchant for food, and whenever things get tough for her, she begins

“cooking in her head.” Punctuated with rich and delicious recipes, readers will devour
the gossip just as readily as Peggy’s imagined meals.

Caitlin Rowland

Nashville, TN

The Last Summer of the Death Warriors Friendship/Family/Relationships

by Francisco X. Stork

Arthur A. Levine, 2010, 352 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-545-15133-7

Pancho arrives at St. Anthony’s orphanage with a singular mission: to avenge the death
of his beloved sister Rosa. As he secretly tries to identify the man responsible and plot
his revenge, Pancho is enlisted to assist D.Q., an idealistic young man dying of cancer
who hopes to use his last days to write the Death Warrior Manifesto and convert Pan-
cho to the gospel of fully embracing life. However, a potential love triangle between
D.Q., Pancho, and the beautiful Marisol threatens to disrupt the delicate friendship that
grows between the two young men as they meditate on faith, doubt, and the value of
ministering to the needs of others. As he did in last year’s Marcelo in the Real World,
Stork uses his characters’ deepest pains, joys, and dreams to compose a beautiful psalm
in this engaging YA retelling of Don Quixote, as seen through the eyes of Sancho Panza.

Sean Kottke

Lansing, MI
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Salt by Maurice Gee Quest/ Fantasy/ Romance/ Revenge

Orca Books, 2009, 272 pp., $18.00 ISBN: 987-1-55469-209-5

Hari’s only goal is to rescue his father from the depths of Deep Salt, a terrible place from
which no one returns. The beautiful Pearl hopes to escape her privileged world and
her loveless arranged marriage. In their separate worlds, Pearl and Hari are enemies,
but when these two characters’ lives collide, a whirlwind of an adventure unfolds.

Salt, the first in Maurice Gee’s Salt Trilogy, is a fantastical tale filled with magical abili-

ties, a corrupt regime, and unspeakable terror hidden in a deadly cave. Pearl and Hari’s

whimsical quest begins in this exciting adventure that keeps the reader hungering for

more. A warning to all: once you enter Gee’s magical world, there is no turning back
until the trilogy is complete.

Kim Coyle

Nashville, TN

Tillmon County Fire by Pamela Ehrenberg Rural Life/Mystery/Realism

Eerdmans Books for Young Readers , 2009, 175 pp., $9.00 ISBN: 978-0-8028-5345-5

For a world that has become increasingly obsessed with “Big Brother” programming,
Pamela Ehrenberg’s Tillmon County Fire is a hot dose of small-town living that reality TV
junkies can embrace as an escape from the Hollywood lens. Set in a rural, Appalachian
town, the story is unraveled by several different teenagers, all of whom are suspects
in a case of arson that was fueled by hate and revenge. It must have been the religious
kid, Aiden. Or maybe it was that new kid from the city, Rob. What about Lacey? Each
teen’s story will keep you guessing.

Is there any one of us who has not been a misunderstood teenager? Who among us

hasn’t wished, at some point, that they could be a fly on the wall? Ehrenberg’s novel

puts us behind the camera in the “confessional room,” and makes us witnesses for
innovative storytelling.

Justin Garwood

Nashville, TN

Wicked Lovely #4: Radiant Shadows Personal Choices/Urban Fantasy/ Fantasy

Romance
ISBN: 978-0-06-165922-5

by Melissa Marr
HarperCollins, 2010, 352 pp., $11.46

Radiant Shadows, the fourth book in Melissa Marr’s Wicked Lovely series, is full of
familiar characters. Two of them have choices to make that will affect others in the
mortal world and Faerie: Devlin, Keeper of Order in the High Court, and Ani, half-mortal,
half-Hound of the Wild Hunt. Ani must feed off of both emotions and touch—human
and faerie—for nourishment. Her unique genetics made her very appealing to faeries,
and several powerful ones are interested in using her to advance their own welfare.
Devlin must decide between his continued loyalty to a leader who failed to lead and
his own desires. Ani’s family is in danger; she is a Hound and a strong fighter, but is
there another way to win? This book has action, romance, faerie courts, and mystery.
It is possible to enter another world every time you pick up this book.
Freida Golden
Meridian, TX

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Melanie Hundley
1021 Delmas Ave.
Nashville, TN 37216-3630

To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Melanie Hundley at melanie.hundley @ Vanderbilt.edu.
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