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ABSTRACT
THIS COMIC REPORTS FINDCINGS FROM A STUPY PESIGNED TO POCLUMENT,
ANALYZE ANDP COMPARE THE TEXT SELECTIONS MAPE FOR ACAPEMIC
PURPOSES BY A GROUF OF SIXTH-GRAPE BOYS & GIRLS OVER THE COLIRSE
OF ONE YEAR IN A PERMEABLE LANGLAGE ARTS CLASSROOM WITH THOSE
THEY MAPE FOR RECREATIONAL PLRPOSES. THE EXTENT TO WHICH THE FLILL
KRANGE OF STUPENTS’ VERNACLILAR LITERACY PRACTICES,; PARTICULARLY
THOSE INVOLVING NONFPRINT MEDIA, BECAME VISIBLE WITHIN THE ACAPEMIC
SETTING IS PISCUSSED.

PROLOGUE =
—ILET’s' HAVE A HAND FOR REAPING

WE COME TO LANGLUAGE ARTS | ... THAT WITH THE POWER || HOWEVER, MANY OF OLUR
INSTRUCTION WITH THE BEST OF GREAT LITERATURE, we W STUPENTS, LIKE APAM, HAVE A
OF INTENTIONS ... WILL SPARK NEW LIFE IN PIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE ON

OUR STUPENTS. THIS SCENARIO ...

--- AND LIKE APAM, SOME | AS A RESLILT, STUPENTS’ IS THERE A BETTER WAY,
STUPENTS MAY OFFER A FAILLURE TO EMBRACE THE ONE THAT STARTS WITH
LESS THAN ENTHUSIASTIC LITERATLRE WE OFFER MAY MEETING STLPENTS WHERE
REACTION TO OUR LEAD TO OTHER FAILLIRES. THEY ARE? REAP ON ...
EFFORTS.

* LINLESS OTHERWISE NOTED BY IN-TEXT CITATION, PR. PEWEY'S COMMENTARIES ARE
CREATIVE EXPRESSIONS OF THE ALUTHOR'S PROGRESSIVE CONSCIENCE, NOT PEWEY'S
ACTLAL WORDS.
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@5 TRADITIONALLY, CLASSROOMS ARE
pOOKS | PHYSICAL SPACES THAT HAVE JUST
M~ | ONE POOR. TEACHERS AND STUPENTS |

| ALIKE COME ANP GO THROLGH IT.

| BUT CLASSROOMS ARE ALSO
PSYCHOLOGICAL SPACES, ACCESSIBLE
BY ANY NLIMBER OF METAPHORICAL

M POORS. TEACHERS ANP STLUPENTS MAY
COME AND GO THROLGH POTENTIALLY
LIMITLESS POORS AS THEY TRAVERSE
BETWEEN THEIR ACAPEMIC ANDP
EXTRACLURRICULAR WORLDPS.

HOWEVER, IN THE =
TRALITIONAL

CLASSROOM, ALL BUT ‘ r‘ 'ﬂ‘ :‘ v, “
ONE OF THESE

PSYCHOLOGICAL =2 D 2 M. B s

POORS IS CLOSED,

THE ONE REMAINING ﬂ ! ‘1 ‘ ﬂ ‘
OPEN ZEALOLUSLY { IR

GLARPED BY THE
TEACHER TO ENSLRE
THAT STLPENTS TAKE
A "PROPER" STANCE
TOWARD THE
CURRICULUM. THIS IS
THE PEPAGOGY OF
CONTROL (O'BRIEN;,
STEWART, & MOJE,
1995).
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THIS IS BY NO MEANS A NEW OBSERVATION. IN THE BROTHERS
KARAMAZOV, WE MEET KOLYA KRASSOTKIN,; AN OLUTSPOKEN $CHOOLBOY
WHO HAS FIGLRED OUT THAT THE SINGLE PSYCHOLOGICAL POOR INTO
THE 19™~CENTURY RUSSIAN CLASSROOM MAY NOT BE GO0OP FOR
LEARNING LANGUAGE, BUT IS EFFECTIVE FOR ACHIEVING OTHER GOALS.-

"IT IS SIMPLY A POLICE
MEASLIRE - . . GREEK AND
LATIN WERE INTROPLCEDP
BECAUSE THEY ARE A
BORE ANDP BECAUSE THEY
STLUPEFY THE INTELLECT.”
(POSTOEVSKY, 1880/1952,
P. 292)

9
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A4 FEW PECAPES LATER, IN THE SCHOOL ANL
SOCIETY, JOHN PEWEY HAD A SIMILAR CRITIQLE,
ARGLING THAT THE NOTION THAT SCHOOL 1§ SOME
SORT OF PREFPARATION FOR "REAL LIFE” CREATES
AN ARTIFICIAL BARRIER BETWEEN SCHOOL AND
SOCIETY THAT MAY ULTIMATELY LINCERMINE THE
FOLNPATIONS OF PEMOCRATIC, PARTICIPATORY
GOVERNMENT.

LATER EPLCATORS WHO
SHARED MY VISION WOLUILDP CALL
A PEPAGOGY OF CONTROL, IN
WHICH SCHOOLS TAKE ON THE
MISSION OF MANLFACTLRING
PRODCLCTIVE CITIZENS BY
STAMPING OUT STLPENTS’
NATURAL INTERESTS ANDP
INCLINATIONS ANDP GRANTING
LEGITIMACY TO A NARROW
RANGE OF PISCIPLINES ANDP
TEXTS. IT WOLLP BE ABSLURP
TO REGARP CHILPREN AS
HEATHENS IN NEEP OF

I DEEPLY OPPOSED WHAT\

"THE CENTER OF GRAVITY
IS OUTSIPE THE CHILD. IT
IS IN THE TEACHER, THE
TEXTBOOK, ANYWHERE AND
EVERYWHERE YOLl PLEASE
EXCEPT IN THE IMMEDIATE
INSTINCTS AND ACTIVITIES
OF THE CHILD HIMSELF. . .
. WHEN THE CHILD GETS
INTO THE SCHOOLROOM
HE HAS TO PLUT OUT OF
HIS MIND A LARGE PART OF
THE IPEAS, INTERESTS, AND
ACTIVITIES THAT
PREDOMINATE IN HIS HOME
ANP NEIGHBORHOOD. "
(CEWEY, 1915/1990;, P. 34)

CONVERSION TO THE ONE TRUE

FAITH, YET THIS IS PRECISELY
HOW MANY CHILPREN'S

\EX TRACLURRICULAR LIVES ARE

TREATED BY THE TRAPITIONAL
CURRICULUM.-

THIS ACTUAL PAGE FROM MY PALIGHTER'S
SCHOOL PLANNER PEMONSTRATES THAT
PESPITE THESE CRITIQUES, THE
LIFE/SCHOOL PICHOTOMY HAS BECOME SO
ENGRAINED IN THE AMERICAN
CONSCIOLSNESS AS TO BE CONSIPEREC A
NATURAL FEATLIRE OF APOLESCENCE. PEWEY
WOLULDP NOT BE PLEASED.
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/ HOWEVER, ALL 1€ NOT LOST! I HAVE BEEN
EXCITED IN RECENT YEARS TO WITNESS A
GROWING MOVEMENT TOWARD EMBRACING THE
LITERACIES & PASSIONS THAT CHILDREN BRING
WITH THEM TO SCHOOL. TALENTED EDLCATORS

HAVE BEGLIN TO RECOGNIZE THE POWER OF
SCAFFOLDING INSTRLUCTION ON CHILDREN’S
STRENGTHS & INTERESTS, OPENING LIMITLESS

PSYCHOLOGICAL POORSE ONTO THE CURRICLLLUM
FOR THE TEXTS & TOPICS THAT MOST ENGAGE

CHILDREN IN THEIR EXTRACLRRICLLAR PURSLITS.

SLCH A PERMEABLE CLURRICLLLUM HAS THE
POTENTIAL TO BREAK DOWN THE WALL THAT
STUPENTS PERCEIVE BETWEEN SCHOOL & THE
"CEAL WORLD,” AS THE SCHOOL GRANTS
%@ITIMAC)’ TO THE PASSIONS THAT DEFINE WHAT

COLINTS AS REALITY IN THE STUPENTS’ WORLL.

THE MOST EXTENSIVE RESEARCH ON PERMEABLE
CLASSROOMS HAS TAKEN PLACE IN EARLY LITERACY
LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS. ANNE HAAS PYSON’S WORK
(1993, 2003) PEMONSTRATES THAT AN OPENNESS TO
THE NARRATIVES THAT EARLY WRITERS EMBRACE
OUTSIPE OF SCHOOL PROVIPES AN EFFECTIVE
SCAFFOLDP LUPON WHICH TO SUPPORT CHILPREN'’S
MASTERY OF ACAPEMIC LITERACY PRACTICES. HOW
PERMEABLE STRUCTLURES MIGHT WORK IN MIPPLE &
SECONPARY CLASSROOMS IS LESS EXPLOKED IN THE
LITERATURE -

ACAPEMIC
ITERACIES,

VERNACLLAR
LITERACIES

I CAN'T WAIT

TO WRITE
ABOLT THIS
TOPAY IN MY
PRAFTBOOK!

: FORMS OF
; {‘; NARRATIVE

PLEASLIRE

THOMAS NEWKIRK (2002, 2009) ARGLIES
THAT A PERMEABLE CLASSROOM MIGHT
BE ESPECIALLY EFFECTIVE FOR
SLPPORTING BOYs’ ENGAGEMENT WITH
REAPING. HOWEVER, WHILE THERE IS
MUCH RECENT RESEARCH INTO BOYS &
LITERACY, THE LITERATLURE IS SILENT ON
HOW BOYS & GIRLS MIGHT RESPOND
PIFFERENTLY TO A PERMEABLE
CURRICULULUM.- FINALLY, PONNA
ALVERMANN & HER COLLEAGLES (2007)
NOTE THAT IN ORPER FOR PERMEABLE
APPROACHES TO WORK WITH
APOLESCENTS, TEACHERS NEED TO
BETTER LINPERSTAND WHAT KINDS OF
NARRATIVES CHARACTERIZE THEIR
VERNACLLAR LITERACY LIVES AS WELL AS
HOW THEY ENGAGE WITH THOSE
NARRATIVES.
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CHES

4
1. APPK (%
WHEN I FIRST STARTEL THINKING ABOLIT THESE ISSUES IN THE )

CONTEXT OF AN INVESTIGATION INTO BOYS’' REAPING PREFERENCES
AS REVEALED BY THEIR BOOKSTORE BROWSING BEHAVIORS
(CAVAZOS-KOTTKE; 2008); MY PALGHTER WAS ATTENPING HARWELL
MIPPLE SCHOOL/* A 5™~ & 6™~-GRAPE CAMPUS IN A SLIBLIKBAN
SCHOOL PISTRICT IN CENTRAL LOWER MICHIGAN- FOR LANGLAGE
ARTS, SHE WAS PLACEDP WITH MR- EP CONNORS, WHO ALSO
& HAPPENED TO BE INTERESTED IN ISSLUES OF PERMEABILITY. )

INSTEAD OF TEACHING LANGUAGE
ARTS THROUGH WHOLE-CLASS TEXTS, | THREL, RESEARCH SUESTIONS
CorACHS SIEaC Wl o 1. WHAT ARE THE VERNACULAR
CURRICLILUM AROLIND STLDENTS' pieniaaidlaghlol gy
SELF-SELECTION OF PERSONALLY gl A e
SILENT REAPING, & READER'S ORACTICES?
WORKSHOP ACTIVITIES. CONNORS 2 O & TE3 WELET BXTENT DO
MOST ENGAGED MIPDLE SCHOOL TNt BRI
e e BONE VISIBLE WITHIN A LANGLAGE
OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL IN ORPER TO yiestgliibinip s
CREATE MORE ENGAGING LITERACY oril sk
FUSR SN Scticc et STLDENTS' SELF-SELECTED
SYSTEMATICALLY ANALYZE HIS 1

/ / s
STUDENTS’ CHOICES OVER THE <Al

FROM THOSE OF GIRLS
WITHIN THE SAME CLASS?

f THESE GQLESTIONS
APDRESS A CENTRAL
CONCERN FOR EVALLATING
THE EFFICACY OF A
PERMEABLE CLASSROOM
WITH ADOLESCENT
REACERS: WHEN THE
PSYCHOLOGICAL POORS
TO THE CLASSROOM ARE
HELD OPEN FOR
STLUDENTS! VERNACULAR
LITERACY PRACTICES,
WHICH DOORS PO THEY
TAKE, & WHAT CO THEY
BRING WITH THEM?

]
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*ALL NAMES ARE PSELIPONYMS.
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OVER THE COLRSE OF THE 2004=-20085 SCHOOL YEAR, THE TEXT
SELECTIONS MAPE BY 48 SIXTH GRAPERS (24 BOYS, 24 GIRLS) FOR
INPEPENPENT REAPING PROJECTS, PAILY "PROFP EVERYTHING ANP
REAP” (PEAR) PERIOPS, AND REAPER'S WORKSHOFP ACTVITIES WERE
POCLUMENTED ANP ANALYZEL. PATA WAS GATHERED THROUGH
CLASSROOM OBSERVATION (MINIMLUM OF TWO TIMES PER WEEK FOR
THE FLLL YEAR) ANDP ANALYSIS OF ARCHIVAL WORK (REAPING LOGS,
BOOK REPORTS) SAVED BY CONNORS FOR INCLUSION IN STLUPENT
PORTFOLIOS.

TO POCUMENT TEXTS SELECTEDP
BY STLPENTS FOR
EXTRACLIRRICLULAR, VERNACLLAR
PURPOSES, & TO GATHER MOKE
IN-PEPTH INFORMATION ABOUT
THE TEXTS STUPENTS SELECTEDP
FOR IN-CLASS ACTIVITIES, A
SUBGROUP OF 22 FOCAL
STUPENTS (11 BOYS & 11 GIRLS)
WAS INTERVIEWED ON MULTIPLE
OCCASIONS OVER THE COLIRSE
OF THE sCHOOL YEAR.- THE FIRST
ROLUND OF INTERVIEWS LSED THE

IN SLIBSEQLIENT ROLINDS OF CONVERSATIONAL INTERVIEW
INTERVIEWS, FARTICIPANTS WERE PROTOCOL OF THE MOTIVATION
ASKED TO PISCLSS THE TEXTS TO REAP PROFILE TO ELICIT

THEY HAD SELECTEPD FOR vaARIOUS || GENERAL INFORMATION ON
ACTIVITIES IN THE LANGUAGE ARTS || THESE STUPENTS READING
CLASS AND THE TEXTS WITH WHICH || HABITS & ATTITLDES.

THEY HAD BEEN INTERACTING
OUTSIPE OF SCHOOL.- IN THE
FINAL INTERVIEW, SIX PARTICIPANTS
(3 BOYS AND 3 GIRLS) FROM THE
SUBGROLP OF FOCAL STLPENTS
WERE OBSERVED BROWSING FOR
PERSONALLY INTERESTING TEXTS
AT A LOCAL BOOK STORE AND AT
A SCHOOL-SPONSORED BOOK 1SS JuN| INE| INE jE| i JuE| N
FAIR, FOLLOWING AN wn| snn y5n] g san] yun] aun] aan
OBSERVATION & INTERVIEW _ANE| SRS JNE( INE| I8 .‘fﬂ B R ERE
PROTOCOL THAT I PEVELOFPEL IN M) Amm

A4 PRIOR STUDY.

|
Bl

_ '1| {"ﬁ"i’ﬁ"l
1l

ANNE| B
JEE I
THESE METHOPS YIELPEDP A PATASET OF 672
TEXT SELECTIONS,; WHICH WERE POCLMENTED
& ANALYZEDP OVER THE COLIRSE OF THE
SCHOOL YEAR ACROSS ACAPEMIC &
VERNACLULAR CONTEXTS, EACH TEXT A WINPOW
ONTO APOLESCENTS' LITERACY PRACTICES.-

13
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OF THE 672 OVERALL TEXT SELECTIONS, 368
WERE TITLES THAT WERE SELECTED ONLY ONCE,
& THE MOST FREQLIENTLY SELECTED TITLES
WERE SELECTED BY NO MORE THAN SEVEN
STUPENTS. THIS PHENOMENON, IN WHICH THE
| MAJORITY OF ITEMS ARE REFPRESENTED BY
SMALL NUMBERS OF SELECTIONS - AS
OPPOSEP TO THE MAJORITY OF SELECTIONS
BEING REPRESENTED BY A SMALL NUMBER OF
HIGHLY POPLLAR ITEMS - IS CALLED THE "LONG
TAIL” (ANPERSON, 20086), & IS A PEFINING
CHARACTERISTIC OF MOPERN
MICROECONOMICS. THIS LOW LEVEL OF
OVERLAFP HELDP AMONG BOTH BOYS & GIRLS,
EXPANPING A FINPING FROM AN EARLIER
INVESTIGATION INTO TALENTED BOYS’ REAPING
SELECTIONS (CAVAZOS-KOTTKE, 2008)-

PIVERSITY OF TEXT SELECTIONS
SHOLLP NOT BE MISTAKEN FOR
RANPOMNESS, HOWEVER -
SEVERAL STRONG TRENPS WERE
APPARENT IN THE TEXT
SELECTIONS MAPE FOR
VERNACLLAR PLIRPOSES BY THE
FOCAL BOYS IN THIS STUPY. THE
WORKS OF THE TWO MOST
POPLLAR ALUTHORS WHO WERE
EXCLUSIVELY SELECTED BY
BOYS-JIONATHAN RAND & MATT
CHRISTOPHER-ILLUSTRATE
THESE TRENDS.

1 ]
i

|
M
H
|
I
l
I
i

I
|

Popularity
L MAJORITY
5 L
a
)

ALUTHOR J. RAND M. CHRISTOPHER| o |
KNOWN FOR ... SCI-Fl/HORROR SPOKTS 550

SERIES FICTION/SERIES | 3

(AMERICAN & £°1

MICHIGAN %%

CHILLERS) i
WRITTEN FOR ... | YOLNG ADULT | YOUNG ADULT | .,
PLBLISHED IN ... EARLY 20008 19608 - 19808 0
FOR VERNACLILAR PURPOSES, 64% OF THE BOYS/
TEXTS WERE FROM A SERIES. IMAGINATIVE s =
FICTION & SPORTS-THEMED TEXTS WERE THE e
MOST POPLLAR GENRE/SLUBIECT MATTER (N.D.), PERMISSION TO
CATEGORIES. TEXTS OF RECENT VINTAGE WERE | REPROPLICE SRANTED
OVERWHELMINGLY POPLLAR. 87 AITHOR UNDER

LICENSE 2.0.
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COMPARED WITH GIRLS, BOYS
ENGAGED WITH TEXTS
REPRESENTING A WIPER RANGE
OF GENRE, SLUBJECT MATTER, &
MEPIUM FOR BOTH ACAPEMIC &
VERNACLLAR PLRPOSES. WHILE
BOTH BOYS & GIKLS WERE

FAMILY/RELATIONSHIP
FICTION

ANIMAL FICTION

DRAWN TO RELATIVELY RECENT N
SERIES WORKS OF IMAGINATIVE G el

& REALISTIC FICTION, GIRLS
WERE PRAWN MORE NARROWLY
TOWARD FANTASY NOVELS &
STORIES ABOLUT FAMILY,

SCHOOL, & FRIENPSHIPS. BOYS SELECTED TEXTS ACROSS A BROAPER
RANGE OF IMAGINATIVE FICTION GENRES, INCLUPING FANTASY, BUT
ALSO SCIENCE FICTION & SUPERNATLIRAL THRILLERS, & THEIR
REALISTIC FICTION SELECTIONS WERE PREPOMINANTLY SPORTS
STORIES. MAGAZINE SELECTIONS ALSO REFLECTED THIS PIFFERENCE,
& BOYS WERE MORE LIKELY THAN GIRLS TO PLURSLE INFORMATIONAL
TEXTS RELATED TO THEIR INTERESTS. WHILE THESE TRENPS IN BOYS’
TEXT SELECTIONS ARE IN LINE WITH MUCH CONTEMPORARY
SCHOLARSHIP ON YOLING APLILTS’ REAPING PREFERENCES (BLAIR &
SANFORP, 2004; CAVAZOS-KOTTKE, 20067 COLES & HALL, 20027
FARRIS, WERPERICH; NELSON, & FLUHLER: 20097 KNOWLES & SMITH,
20057 WORTHY; MOORMAN, & TURNER, 1999), THE FINPING THAT BOYS'
PREFERRED REAPING MATERIALS CAME FROM A WIPER ARRAY OF
GENRES THAN DPIP GIRLS’ PREFERRED MATERIALS IS WITHOUT
PRECEPENT IN THE RESEARCH LITERATURE. BOYS ALSO SELECTED
TEXTS FROM A WIPER RANGE OF MEPIA THAN PIP GIRLS. GIRLS’ TEXT
SELECTIONS WEPE ALMOST ENTIRELY PRINT-BASED, CONSISTING

PRIMARILY OF BOOKS &
MAGAZINES. BOYS PLIRSUED
" THEIR READING INTERESTS

| ACROSS MLILTIPLE MEDIA

PLATFORMS, INCLUDING VIPEO
GAMES, TELEVISION
W PROGRAMS, MOVIES & DVDS,

1 45 WELL AS TRADITIONAL
PRINT-BASED MEDIA LIKE
BOOKS, MAGAZINES, & COMIC
BOOKS. THIS IS NOT TO CLAIM
THAT GIRLS HAD ZERO
INTEREST IN NONPRINT-BASED
MEDIA7 THEY SIMPLY DIP NOT
REPORT SUCH INTERACTIONS IN [
i 7HIS STUDY NOR DID THEY
| MAKE SUCH INTERESTS VISIBLE

| IN THE cLassrROOM ON
OCCASIONS WHEN BOYS DIL.
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WHILE BOYS' PREFERENCE FOR TEXTS THAT HAVE STRONG VISUAL
APPEAL, BOTH IN TERMS OF VIVIP LANGUAGE AND GRAPHIC
ACCOMPANIMENT, HAS BEEN POCLUMENTEP IN PRIOR SCHOLARSHIP
(KATPER, 20067 SMITH & WILHELM, 2002, 20086), THIS IS NOT TO CLAIM
THAT THE BOYS WHO FPARTICIPATED IN THIS STLUPY PREFERRED VISUAL
MEPIA OVER PRINT. THE MAJORITY OF TEXT SELECTIONS MAPE BY BOYS
FOR ANY PLIRPOSE WERE BOOKS, & BOYS AS A GROLIP REPORTED
MORE BOOK REAPING IN THEIR ACAPEMIC & EXTRACURRICULAR
LITERACY LIVES THAN PIP GIRLS.

MORE CRITICAL TO LNPERSTANPING
BOYS’ LITERACY PRACTICES THAN
THE PARTICULAR TEXTS THEY
SELECTED IS THE TRANSMEPIAL
ORIENTATION THEY TOOK TOWARD
THEM. TRANSMEPIATION 1S AN
INTERTEXTLHAL REAPING PRACTICE
IN WHICH REAPERS SYNTHESIZE A
KNOWLEDPGE BASE FROM
INFORMATION GATHEREDL IN
MULTIPLE TEXTS (GOLPMAN, 20047
JENKINS, 20067 SEMALI & FUEYO,
2001). SEVERAL BOYS IN THIS
STUPY PLURSLIEDP THEIR INTERESTS
ACROSS CONSTELLATIONS OF
TEXTS FROM MULTIPLE MEPIA,
BUILDING ELABORATE SCHEMAS OF
NARRATIVE & INFORMATIONAL
WORLDS -

INFORMATIONAL

MEDIA

SYNTHESIS

NARRATIVE

INTERACTIVE
PRINT

MEDIA

HYPERMEDIA

4 CONCRETE EXAMPLE OF
TRANSMELIATION N ACTION IS
WARRANTEL. ON THE LEFT, MEET
GATORAPE,; A FOCAL BOY
p— WHO DESCRIBES HIMSELF

Bt | 45 "4 MATOR STAR WARS
sl | FAN-7 OVER THE COLIRSE

\ OF THE SCHOOL YEAR, HE
SELECTED GAMES, VIPEOS,
MOVIES, & BOOKS
RELATING TO STAR WARS
TO ENGAGE WITH BOTH IN
& OUT OF SCHOOL.- HIS
HUNDERSTANPING OF THE
STAR WARS LINIVERSE
COMES NOT FROM
INFORMATION FOLND IN
ANY SINGLE TEXT, BUT
FROM A PERSONAL
SYNTHESIS OF EVENTS &
IDEAS CONTAINED IN
SEVERAL TEXTS ACROSS
MULTIPLE MEDIA-

GATORAPE
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NOW MEET ANOTHER
PARTICIPANT, LINK,
GATORAPE'S FRIEND &
FELLOW STAR wAKS FAN.
LINK EXPLORED THE sTAR
WARS LINIVERSE THROUGH A
PIFFERENT CONSTELLATION
OF TEXTS, CREATING A
SOMEWHAT PIFFERENT
HNPERSTANPING OF THAT
NARRATIVE WORLL. THE TWO
BOYS FORMED AN AFFINITY
SFACE (6EE; 2005) AROLIND
STAR WARS As THEY REVISED
SCHEMAS & CO-CONSTRUCTEDP MORE PETAILEP LINPERSTANPINGS
THROLIGH CONVERSATIONS CENTERED ON THEIR SHARED PASSION -
LINK AND GATORAPE LITERALLY WORE THEIR FASSIONS ON THEIR
SLEEVES, PONNING STAR WARS T-SHIRTS IN ACTS OF PERFORMATIVE
CONSLMPTION (CRAWFORD, 2004) TO ANNOLINCE TO THEIR PEERS NOT
ONLY THAT THEY WERE STAR WARS FANS, BUT THAT SLUCH POP CLLTLRAL
ALLEGIANCES WERE EXPRESSIONS OF THEIR PERSONAL IPENTITY.

WHILE SCIENCE FICTION &
FANTASY NARRATIVE
FRANCHISES ARE THE
MOST OBVIOUS &
FREQLENTLY
POCUMENTED SITES

FOR TRANSMEDIAL
LITERACY PRACTICES
(SEE JENKINS, 1992,
2008), THEY WERE NOT
THE ONLY PLACES WHERE
TRANSMELIATION wAsS
OBSERVEL IN THIS STUPY.
MEET FRIENDS TIGER &
MONTEL, TWO AVID
BASKETBALL PLAYERS & FANS WHOSE SCHEMAS FOR LINPERSTANDING
THE GAME COME FROM A SYNTHESIS OF INFORMATION GLEANED FROM
REAPING BIOGRAPHIES, SPORTS FICTION & NONFICTION BOOKS, &
SPORTS MAGAZINES & WEBSITES, AS WELL AS FROM WATCHING LIVE &
TELEVISED GAMES & OTHER SPORTS PROGRAMMING. THE AFFINITY
SPACE THEY CREATED AROLIND BASKETBALL INCLUPED SEVERAL OTHER
BOYS WITH MANY DIFFERENT TEAM ALLEGIANCES.

17
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IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THIS TRANSMEDIATION BLSINESS
WOLILD BE QUITE A USEFUL CONCEPT FOR TEACHERS TO
LUNCERSTAND. IT APPEARS TO INVOLVE A SOPHISTICATED
COORPINATION OF MANY OF THE REAPING COMPREHENSION
STRATEGIES THAT WE SPEND YEAKRS TEACHING CHILPREN TO
HUSE-INFERENCING, VISLALIZATION, MAKING TEXT-SELF &
TEXT-TEXT CONNECTIONS,; QLIESTIONING=YET THEY EMPLOY
THEM ALMOST NATLRALLY, WITHOLT HAVING TO BE TOLD HOW.
FURTHERMORE,; THEY EMPLOY THEM IN AN ENGAGING SOCIAL
CONTEXT. WHAT A POTENTIALLY TERRIFIC SCAFFOLD THAT
COULP BOTH RESTORE CHILPREN’S IMMEPIATE INTERESTS TO
THE CENTER OF THE CLIRRICLLLM & PROVICE AN AVENLE
FOR SLIPPORTING MASTERY OF THE REAPING
COMPREHENSION SKILLS WE WOLILD LIKE THEM TO PEVELOF!
I'M EFAGER TO LEARN WHAT MR. CONNORS PIP WITH THIS! f

AH, WELCOME BACK TO THE COMIC BOOK, PR- PEWEY! YOLIR PRAGMATIC
PERSPECTIVE REMINDS LS THAT OF THE THREE RESEARCH QLIESTIONS
POSED EARLIER, WE HAVE YET TO APPRESS THE ONE MOST CENTKAL TO
YOLIR CONCERNS: WHAT CAME THROLIGH THE OPEN POORS OF CONNORS’S
PERMEABLE CLURRICULUM?Z HERE 1S WHERE THINGS GET A BIT COMPLICATED...

THE POORS OF CONNORS’S CLASSRKOOM
WERE FLLLY OPEN TO THE BOOKS THAT
MARKED STLHPENTS' VERNACLILAR LITERACY
INTERESTS, & THERE WAS GREAT
CONGKLUENCE BETWEEN THE KINPS OF
BOOKS THAT BOTH BOYS & GIRLS
SELECTEP TO REAP IN & OUT OF SCHOOL
IN TERMS OF GENKE. WHILE BOYS WEKE
OBSERVEDP REAPING MAGAZINES & COMICS
THROUGHOUT THE YEAR PLRING PEAR TIME
& OTHER REAPER'S WORKSHOFP ACTIVITIES,
GIRLS WERE ONLY OBSERVED REAPING
MAGAZINES PLIRING A SINGLE REAPER'S
WORKSHOFP ACTIVITY AND NEVER PLIRING
PEAR TIME. WHILE FOCAL BOYS & GIRLS
ALIKE PIP REPORT AVIP MAGAZINE & COMIC
REAPING OUTSIPE OF SCHOOL, GIRLS
APPEARED TO BE MOKE RELLCTANT THAN
BOYS TO MAKE THAT REAPING VISIBLE AT
SCHOOL - LAST, THE CLASSROOM WAS
RELATIVELY IMPERMEABLE TO NONFPRINT
TEXTS; ALTHOLUGH NO RESTRICTIONS WERE PLACED ON WHAT STLUPENTS
COULP BRING PURING CEAR TIME, THE CLASSROOM PIP NOT OFFER THE
MEANS FOR STLUPENTS TO ENGAGE WITH SLICH TEXTS, & THUS NO SLICH
TEXTS APPEARED PLRING THESE PERIODPS. FOR ONE REAPER'S WORKSHOFP
ACTIVITY: CONNORS EXPLICITLY INVITED STHUPENTS TO BRING NONFPRINT TEXTS,
& A FEW STLUPENTS-ALMOST ALL BOYS-RESPONPED WITH DVPS &
VIPEOGAMES. ALTHOLUGH NONFPRINT TEXTS RARELY PERMEATED THE
CURRICULUM, THOSE THAT PIP WERE CONNECTED TO THOSE STLUPENTS'
VERNACLLAR LITERACY PRACTICES. FOR EXAMPLE, B~-RAP, WHO IPENTIFIED
HIMSELF AS A FAN OF "BLLIE COLLAR COMEDY,” BROLIGHT A LARKY THE
CABLE &UY PVP FOR THAT REAPER'S WORKSHOP.

Tue ALAN Review Summer 2010



uﬂgg 16, WHILE IT APPEARS THAT THE TEXT \
RTUKZZ J oo £CcTIONS MADE BY BOYS & GIRLS IN THIS
- STUDY PROVIDE IMPORTANT WINCOWS ONTO
ADOLESCENTS' VERNACLILAR LITERACY
PRACTICES, PLACING CHILPREN'S BOOK
CHOICES AT THE CENTER OF THE
CLURRICULLIM AS MR. CONNORS DIP MAY BE
4 NECESSARY, YET NOT ENTIRELY SUFFICIENT
" MEANS OF OPENING THE PSYCHOLOGICAL
DOORS OF THE CLASSROOM TO CHILDREN.
MORE MAY BE NEEDED TO FLLLY DISPENSE

WITH THIS PERNICIOUS SCHOOL/LIFE
PICHOTOMY. /

WHILE THE POORS OF THE PERMEABLE
CLASSROOM ALLOWED STUPENTS TO
EXPRESS THEIR VERNACLULAR LITERACY
PRACTICES THROUGH THE BOOKS THEY
SELECTEDP FOR IN-SCHOOL ACTIVITIES,
THEY REMAINED LARGELY CLOSED TO
OTHER TEXT FORMS. THE POSSIBILITIES
FOR TRANSMEPIATION, THE MOST
ENGAGING LITERACY PRACTICE IN MANY
BOYs’ VERNACLILAR REPERTOIRE & A
POTENTIAL NEXUS OF LITERACY & IR ———,
IPENTITY PEVELOPMENT, WERE THEREBY LIMITEL. BECAUSE
TRANSMEPIATION INVOLVES COGNITIVE NAVIGATION OF A CONSTELLATION
OF TEXTS, CLASSROOM PRACTICES THAT ENGAGE STUPENTS IN THE
CONSIPERATION OF ONE TEXT AT A TIME FLIRTHER LIMIT THE
POSSIBILITIES FOR ENGAGING THIS PROCESS. ALL OF CONNORS'
INPEPENPENT REAPING PROJECTS INVOLVED MAKING TEXT-SELF
CONNECTIONS WITH INCIVIPLAL BOOKS. THE "REAPING CLLIB" PROGRAM,
PIONEERED FOR EARLY ELEMENTARY CLASSROOMS, OFFERS A
STRUCTURE THAT MIGHT BETTER AFFORP TRANSMEPIAL REAPING THAN
THE MOKRE
TRAPITIONAL SINGLE
BOOK PROJIECT
TELEVISION APPROACH (COLLINS,

ROGRAM 2008). AN
SINTHEGS S PROG NTHESS OPENNESS TO
STLUDENTS! SELF-

SELECTED TEXTS
MUST BE COUPLED
WITH AN OPENNESS
TO THE wAYS THAT
STUPENTS ENGAGE
wi M

MOTION WE S INFORMATIONAL Bl yeBgiTE (4[7EL%-, ET AL.,
PICTURE EVENT . TEXT 2007)-

BIOGRAPHY
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ANOTHER ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF A PERMEABLE
CLASSROOM THAT WAS ABSENT IN THIS STUDY &
MAY HAVE HALP LININTENTIONALLY IMPERMEABLE
CONSEQLIENCES IS SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT
BETWEEN TEACHER & STUPENTS. WHILE THERE
WAS STRONG EVIPENCE THAT SOME FOCAL GIRLS
HAD As PEEFP AN INTEREST IN BASKETBALL AS
PP ANY BOYS IN THE CLASSROOM, THAT
INTEREST NEVER MANIFESTED ITSELF IN ANY
ACAPEMIC LITERACY EVENTS. WHY THESE GIRLS
FELT LESS COMPELLED THAN BOYS TO BRING
THEIR EXTRACLRRICULAR SPORTING INTERESTS
THROUGH THE CLASSROOM POORS IS NOT
CLEAR. WHAT IS CERTAIN IS THAT THESE GIRLS,
QUIET & ACAPEMICALLY SLCCESSFLL, NEVER
PREW THEIR TEACHER'S ATTENTION IN THE TEXT
W) SELECTION PROCESS. IF A STUPENT VISIBLY

2| STRUGGLED IN SELECTING SOMETHING TO READ,
THE TEACHER WAS QUICK TO INTERVENE WITH

A GLUIPING QLESTIONS & THOLGHTFLL
RECOMMENPATIONS . HOWEVER, STUPENTS WHO
QUIETLY SELECTEDP BOOKS THAT SEEMEDP
APPROPRIATE FOR THEIR ASSESSED REAPING
LEVEL WERE LARGELY LEFT ALONE, & LITTLE
SLUBSTANTIVE COMMENT WAS MAPE REGARPING
THEIR CHOICES OR INTERESTS.-

IT SEEMS TO ME THAT THE UNFULFILLED PROMISE
OF THE PERMEABLE CLASSROOM PARADIGM AS
ENACTED IN THIS CLASSROOM RESIPES IN THE
RELATIVE LACK OF SOCIAL ENGAGEMENT WITH
STLUPENTS! INTERESTS. THIS IS INDEED A MISSED
OPPORTUNITY FOR CREATING TRULY EPLCATIVE
LITERACY EXPERIENCES. A SUCCESSFLL STUPDENT'S
LOVE OF BASEBALL OR THE CIVIL WAR COULD BE
CAPITALIZED LPON TO ORIENT e

THE STUPENT TO MORE IN- s
DEPTH & ENRICHING LEARNING
IN MULTIPLE DISCIPLINES.
JUST BECALISE THE GAME
LOOKS GRACEFUL FROM THE
NOSEBLEED SECTION DOES
NOT MEAN THAT IT'S ENTIRELY
EFFORTLESS OR COULDN'T
BENEFIT FROM SUPPORTIVE
COACHING.
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PERMEABLE CLASSROOMS OF THE
PRESENT & FUTURE MUST CONSTANTLY
ACKNOWLEDPGE THAT APOLESCENT LITERACY
PRACTICES ARE A CONTINUALLY MOVING
TARGET. WHEN PATA GATHERING BEGAN
FOR THIS STUPY, FEW YOLING PEOPLE HAD
IPODS, YOUTUBE HADP NOT YET BEEN
INVENTED, FACEBOOK WAS ONLY AVAILABLE
TO SELECTED COLLEGE STUPENTS, &
BARACK OBAMA WAS RLNNING TO BECOME
THE JUNIOR SENATOR FROM ILLINOIS. AT
THE TIME OF THIS WRITING, JUST FOLIR
YEARS LATER, ALL OF THESE ENTITIES HAVE
BECOME VITAL COMPONENTS OF YOLING
PEOPLE'S LITERACY PRACTICES. WHAT
KINDS OF TEXTS & LITERACY EVENTS WILL
BE MOST COMPELLING TO APOLESCENTS
As SOON As THE END OF THIS VERY
SCHOOL YEAR MAY EVEN BE PIFFICULT TO
PREPICT. MY POINT IS THAT IF EPLUCATORS
ARE COMMITTED TO BREAKING POWN THE
SCHOOL/LIFE PIVIPE THAT CONTINLUES TO
ALIENATE $O MANY CHILPREN FROM THE
CURRICULUM, WE MUST MAKE A STRONG
EFFORT TO MAINTAIN PEEP ENGAGEMENT
WITH THE CHILPREN WE SERVE, THE TEXTS
THAT CAPTIVATE THEM, & THE LITERACY
PRACTICES THEY UTILIZE TO MAKE SENSE
OF THOSE TEXTS. TO PO ANYTHING LESS IS
TO CONTINUE TO OSTRACIZE OLIR CHILPREN
FROM THEIR RIGHTFLUL PLACE AT THE
CENTER OF THE CLURRICULLUM- THEIR
FUTURE COMPELS US TO PO BETTER.-

ABOUT THE AUTHOR: A FORMER HIGH SCHOOL HUMANITIES TEACHER &
JEOFPARLY! CONTESTANT, PR. SEAN KOTTKE RECEIVED HIS PH-P- IN EPLUCATIONAL
PSYCHOLOGY & EPLCATIONAL TECHNOLOGY FROM MICHIGAN STATE LINIVERSITY.
HE CLIRRENTLY SERVES AS CHAIR OF THE BINPA SCHOOL OF EPLICATION AT THE
ROBERT B- MILLER COLLEGE IN BATTLE CREEK: MICHIGAN.- HE IS THE PROLID
PARENT OF TWO TEENAGERS,; BOTH OF WHOM APPEAR IN THIS COMIC. EMAIL =
KOTTKES@MILLERCOLLEGE-EDL
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