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didates by Inara Scott  

M
ystery/Fantasy

H
yperion B

ooks, 2010, 304 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4231-1636-3

D
ancia isn’t the top student, the best athlete, or the m

ost talented artist. She doesn’t 
m

ind that her drab clothing and unpopularity m
ake her invisible, because the alterna-

tive could be dangerous. D
ancia has pow

ers she doesn’t know
 how

 to handle. W
hen 

she sees som
eone in trouble—

car crashes, people falling—
D

ancia im
agines unusual 

things happening to save them
, and suddenly, they happen. Letting people into her 

life, she fears, w
ill only m

ake m
atters w

orse. 

W
hen D

ancia accepts a scholarship to the prestigious D
elcroix A

cadem
y, she fears 

she w
on’t be able to m

aintain her low
 profi

le for long. W
ill her new

 teachers fi
nd out 

about her gift? C
an she risk m

aking friends and keep her pow
ers at bay? T

een readers 
w

ill enjoy uncovering the m
ysteries behind D

elcroix A
cadem

y in Inara Scott’s T
he 

C
an

didates. T
hough D

elcroix is fi
ctional, D

ancia’s struggles to fi
nd truth, identity, and 

friendship inside its gates are engaging and real. 
C
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N
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G
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er G
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ancusi 

D
ivorce/G
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es/Friendship

Speak, 2008/2010, 256 pp., $7.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-14-241509-2

For M
addy Starr, life could defi

nitely be better. A
fter her parents separate, M

addy is 
forced to m

ove in w
ith her grandm

other, m
iles aw

ay from
 her old school and friends in 

B
oston. H

er fi
rst day at a new

 school lands her the nicknam
e “Freak G

irl,” and nothing 
seem

s to be going right except her ability to draw
 m

anga like a pro. B
ut then her dad 

gives her Fields of Fantasy, a com
puter gam

e w
here she can transform

 from
 Freak G

irl 
to A

llora, the gorgeous elfi
n princess she created. A

llora doesn’t let bullies get to her, 
and she even attracts the knight in shining arm

or, Sir Leo. 

In this blend of virtual and real life, M
addy is able to fi

nd herself, gain confi
dence, and 

fi
nally stand up to the H

aters. T
eens of all ages w

ill enjoy w
atching M

addy’s transfor-
m

ation, w
hich includes hum

or, real-life confl
icts, and even a bit of rom

ance.
M
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e B
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N

ashville, T
N

E
arly to D

eath
, E

arly to R
ise by K

im
 H

arrison 
Supernatural/M

ystery/A
ngels

H
arper T

een, 2010, 228 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-171817-5

M
adison A

very is back in the sequel to O
n

ce D
ead, T

w
ice Shy and is still struggling 

to fi
gure out how

 her pow
ers w

ork, w
hat her relationship w

ith Josh w
ill be, and how

 
to keep her father from

 learning that she is actually dead. B
arnabus and N

akita have 
w

orked out a tentative truce as they try to teach M
adison how

 to do her job as D
ark 

T
im

e K
eeper.

M
adison, B

arnabus, and N
akita try to prevent a deadly com

puter virus from
 being 

released. Y
ou w

ould think that know
ing w

hat is going to happen in the future and 
w

ho is going to do it w
ould help you prevent it. H

ow
ever, M

adison and her cohorts 
discover that changing som

eone’s fate is not an easy task. T
hey are sabotaged in their 

efforts by another T
im

e K
eeper and his protégé. 

M
elanie H

undley
N

ashville, T
N

G
oin

g B
ovin

e by Libba B
ray 

Illness/Fam
ily/R

elationships
D

elacorte B
ooks for Y

oung R
eaders, 2009, 495 pp., $17.99  

ISB
N

: 978-0-385-73397-7

M
ad C

ow
 D

isease? W
ho gets that? A

ll C
am

eron w
anted to do w

as get through high 
school w

ith m
inim

al effort; then he is diagnosed w
ith C

reutzfeldt-Jacob (M
ad C

ow
 

D
isease). T

his diagnosis changes C
am

eron’s life and his relationship w
ith his relatively 

dysfunctional fam
ily. 

B
efore his illness, C

am
eron had been reading the story of D

on Q
uixote, and as his 

illness progresses, he fi
nds him

self battling D
ark W

izards and Fire G
iants. C

am
eron’s 

battles, or hallucinations, parallel D
on Q

uixote’s in both their epic nature and their 
hopelessness. H

is D
ulcinea, a punk angel w

ith a serious sugar habit, tells him
 there is 

a cure for his illness if he w
ill search for it. C

am
eron em

barks on the w
ild journey, or 

hallucination, joined by his Sancho, nam
ed G

onzo, a death-obsessed m
aster gam

er. 
H

e and G
onzo battle cults and vigilantes, encounter physicists and jazz m

usicians, all 
in the hope of fi

nding the cure and w
hat m

atters m
ost in life.

M
elanie H

undley
N

ashville, T
N
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P
O

D
 by Stephen W

allenfels  
Science Fiction/A

pocalypse/Survival
N

am
elos, 2010, 212 pp., $19.95 

 ISB
N

: 978-1-60898-011-6

T
he discordant sound of screeching m

etal aw
akens 15-year-old Josh from

 his com
fortable 

bed in rural Prosser, W
ashington. T

he insistent voice of her m
other aw

akens 12-year-
old M

eg from
 her slum

ber in their duct-taped car parked in a hotel garage in bustling 
Los A

ngeles, C
alifornia. From

 those separate w
ake-up calls, tw

o seem
ingly disparate 

narrative strands are w
rapped around the appearance of alien spacecrafts in the skies. 

T
he intruders seem

 unfriendly, zapping anyone w
ho ventures outside and leading 

Josh to dub them
 Pearls of D

eath (PO
D

). A
lternating chapters describe the separate ef-

forts of Josh and M
eg to gather food and w

ater, to counteract boredom
, and to protect 

them
selves from

 those around them
. A

s is often true in tales such as this one, threats 
from

 w
ithout are less horrifying than threats from

 w
ithin, forcing both protagonists to 

realize that hum
ankind has unplum

bed reserves of cruelty and inhum
anity as w

ell as 
com

passion and courage. 
B

arbara A
. W

ard 
T

allulah, LA

Secret Satu
rdays by T

orrey M
aldonado  

R
ealistic Fiction

Putnam
 Juvenile, 2010, 208 pp. $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-399-25158-0

M
iddle school best friends Sean and Justin excel at schoolw

ork, love w
riting raps, and 

live in the sam
e housing project. B

ut w
hen Sean starts taking m

ysterious w
eekend 

trips, hanging w
ith older kids, and bullying classm

ates, Justin w
orries. Secret Saturdays 

is about friendship and about how
 to talk to som

eone you care about w
hen they’re 

pushing you aw
ay.

T
he book plays w

ith form
, interspersing rap lyrics w

ith prose. T
his should appeal to 

young rap fans, though it is som
etim

es diffi
cult to really “hear” a rap on the page, 

and the lyrics can seem
 so plot-focused that they read m

ore like journal entries than 
songs. In addition, the story’s central m

ystery—
w

here does Sean go on those w
eekend 

trips?—
m

ight not be that m
ysterious for readers fam

iliar w
ith the effects of urban pov-

erty. D
espite these fl

aw
s, Secret Saturdays is a pleasant read w

ith engaging characters 
to w

hom
 m

any m
iddle schoolers w

ill relate.
Susan W

einstein
B

aton R
ouge, LA

 

Still Su
cks to B

e M
e by K

im
berly Pauley 

Fantasy/V
am

pire/C
om

ing of A
ge

M
irrorstone, 2010, 384 pp., $15.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7869-5503-9

B
eing a teenager is diffi

cult! Parents don’t appreciate you. Friends fl
ip out on you for 

no reason. Y
our boyfriend is in B

razil, and there is a cute guy in tow
n w

ho is m
ore like 

you than anyone else. T
o top it all off, you are m

oving to LA
 . . . that’s Louisiana! M

ina 
“Sm

ith” is a teenager and is now
 a new

ly turned vam
pire. B

eing a vam
pire w

as sup-
posed to m

ake things easier, but unfortunately, M
ina fi

nds out that being all-pow
erful 

and all-know
ing doesn’t stop her from

 still being a teenager. She m
ust use both her 

vam
pire pow

ers and her teenage qualities to fi
x the train w

reck that is her life. 

T
his hilarious sequel is w

onderfully w
ritten and a refreshing novel w

ithin the vast 
vam

pire genre. B
eing a teenager still sucks, but the vam

pire thing is som
ething w

orth 
getting used to.

K
im

 C
oyle

N
ashville, T

N

R
aised by W

olves by Jennifer Lynn B
arnes 

Fantasy/W
erew

olves
Egm

ont, 2010, 418 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-60684-059-7

B
rynn’s parents w

ere killed by a rogue w
erew

olf w
hen she w

as four. She w
as adopted 

by C
allum

, the alpha of a w
erew

olf pack. H
er life has been one of rules and strict 

expectations. A
t 15, she pushes at the boundaries but doesn’t go too far over the line. 

B
rynn goes exploring, even though she w

as told explicitly not to do so, and fi
nds C

hase, 
a new

ly-turned teen w
erew

olf locked in a cage. She sees him
 shift, and it brings back 

m
em

ories of her parents’ m
urder. B

rynn and C
hase becom

e close and fi
nd them

selves 
struggling to fi

nd answ
ers to questions. T

heir search for those answ
ers challenges the 

very rigid pack hierarchy. B
rynn no longer know

s w
ho to trust. W

here w
ill the search 

for answ
ers take them

? A
nd, w

hat does C
hase m

ean w
hen he says, “I got bit”?

M
elanie H

undley
N

ashville, T
N
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T
h
e Lin

e by T
eri H

all 
Science Fiction/R

esistance to G
overnm

ent
D

ial B
ooks, 2010, 219 pp., $16.99  

ISB
N

: 978-0-8037-3466-1

T
he Lin

e takes place som
etim

e in the future w
here currency is a cred, pictures are 

called digim
s, com

puters are stream
ers, and the U

nited States is a repressive regim
e 

that has closed its borders. R
achel is an adolescent w

ho lives a quiet life on an isolated 
orchid farm

 behind the “line”—
the N

ational B
order D

efense System
 that keeps outsid-

ers aw
ay and prevents citizens from

 leaving the country. W
hen R

achel m
akes contact 

w
ith som

eone on the other side of the Line, everything she believes to be true about 
A

w
ay, the O

thers, and her ow
n fam

ily becom
es questionable. 

In this w
ell-w

ritten novel, H
all w

eaves a critical perspective on new
s m

edia, civil rights, 
and governm

ent w
ith a com

pelling narrative about a young girl com
ing of age in an 

unequal society. T
he Lin

e w
ill keep readers on their toes as they w

itness characters 
navigate the ethical dilem

m
as inherent to standing up for w

hat is right. 
E. Sybil D

urand 
B

aton R
ouge, LA

T
h
e R

eckon
in

g by K
elly A

rm
strong 

Fantasy/Supernatural/Friendship
H

arper, 2010, 400 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-166283-6

In the third book of T
he D

arkest Pow
ers series, C

hloe, D
erek, Sim

on, and T
ori are still 

on the run from
 the Edison G

roup. T
he people that they’ve run to for help are afraid of 

the pow
ers the four teens have. G

hosts are attacking C
hloe, and a local w

erew
olf pack 

is stalking D
erek. Just w

hen the four teens think things can’t get any w
orse, they real-

ize that at least one of the people w
ho are supposed to be helping them

 has betrayed 
them

 to the Edison G
roup.

C
hloe, D

erek, and Sim
on are still not sure that T

ori is on their side, they don’t know
 

w
hich adult is the betrayer, and they don’t know

 how
 to escape the house in w

hich 
they are currently trapped. W

ill this be the tim
e the Edison G

roup catches them
, or 

w
ill they be able to bring the corporation dow

n?
M

elanie H
undley

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
e M

idn
igh

t C
u
rse by L. M

. Falcone 
M

ystery/Fam
ily

K
ids C

an Press, 2010, 208 pp., $16.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-55453-358-9

C
har lie and Lacey, eleven-year-old fraternal tw

ins, experience a preposterous rom
p and 

series of supernatural adventures around B
laxton M

anor in sm
all H

am
pton H

ollow
, 

England. G
reat-uncle Jonathan D

arcy has died, and they and their single m
om

 have 
an all-expenses paid trip to the reading of his w

ill.

T
he fun begins w

ith m
yriad strange occurrences, m

ysterious m
ayhem

, and exciting 
escapades involving ghosts, spirits, and a helpful psychic. T

he intrepid duo struggles 
to lift the curse passed onto C

harlie from
 U

ncle Jonathan, w
hose deceit years ago sent 

an innocent m
an to the gallow

s. Each chapter ends on a clim
actic m

om
ent, so the book 

is a perfect read-aloud for 6th graders and under.
Judith H

ayn
Little R

ock, A
R

T
h
e R

ed P
yram

id by R
ick R

iordan 
M

ythology/A
dventure/Fam

ily
H

yperion B
ooks, 2010, 528 pp., $17.99  

ISB
N

: 978-1-4231-1338-6

Since their m
other died, C

arter and Sadie have been separated. C
arter travels the w

orld 
w

ith their Egyptologist father and longs for a hom
e; Sadie lives in London w

ith their 
grandparents and longs for adventure. D

r. Julius K
ane, their father, brings C

arter and 
Sadie together on C

hristm
as Eve at the B

ritish M
useum

. T
he experim

ent, intended “to 
set things right,” doesn’t go as planned, and D

r. K
ane unleashes Set, an Egyptian god. 

Set banishes D
r. K

ane and causes a huge explosion. C
arter and Sadie are forced to fl

ee.

C
arter and Sadie learn that the Egyptian gods are w

aking up, and Set, one of the w
orst, 

is after their fam
ily. T

he tw
o siblings begin a journey that w

ill take them
 around the 

w
orld as they struggle to save their father, discover fam

ily secrets, solve the riddles of 
the H

ouse of Life, and try to understand Set’s desire to destroy their fam
ily.

M
elanie H

undley
N

ashville, T
N
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T
ru

an
cy by Isam

u Fukui 
Speculative Fiction/A

ction
T

or T
een, 2010, 432 pp., $9.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7653-2258-6

T
ack lives in a w

orld w
here school is m

eant to control and stifl
e students, and he 

grow
s increasingly w

ary of the oppressive educational system
. H

e shares his annoyance 
w

ith only tw
o people—

his little sister, Suzie, and a m
ysterious boy nam

ed U
m

asi w
ho 

doesn’t go to school. U
m

asi tells T
ack about a group of teens called the T

ruancy, w
hose 

m
em

bers have decided to rise up against the Educators in an attem
pt to vanquish the 

school system
. A

t fi
rst, T

ack has no interest in joining a group com
m

itted to violence, 
but w

hen the T
ruancy kills som

eone he loves as collateral dam
age, T

ack joins the 
T

ruancy w
ith the hope of fi

nding and destroying its leader in an act of revenge. T
his 

novel expertly crafts a com
pelling com

m
entary on contem

porary education system
s, 

and the adventurous teen w
ill not be able to put it dow

n. 
M

arlow
e B

randt
N

ashville, T
N

Y
ou

 D
on

’t E
ven

 K
n
ow

 M
e: Stories  

R
elationships/V

oice/Identity
an

d P
oem

s abou
t B

oys by Sharon G
. Flake 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4231-0014-0
D

isney/Jum
p at the Sun, 2010, 195 pp., $16.99

T
his highly readable collection am

plifi
es the voices of urban teens as they m

aneuver 
through their city streets, facing the unique challenges that teen m

ales encounter in 
today’s w

orld. T
he 14 poem

s and 9 short stories rem
ind readers that their assum

p-
tions about the young A

frican A
m

erican m
ales sitting beside them

 in classroom
s are 

often com
pletely false. T

eens w
ill relate to m

uch in these stories, often recognizing 
them

selves and their ow
n diffi

cult choices. Fam
iliar concerns about hom

elessness, 
suicide, or dying young are addressed as w

ell as doing the right thing am
id regrets 

after m
aking costly m

istakes. 

In “Scared to D
eath,”17-year-old T

ow
-K

aye fi
nds that m

arrying his pregnant C
inderella 

m
ay not lead to happily-ever-after. T

he short stories “Fat M
an W

alking” and “G
irls 

M
ake Y

ou W
eak” are, by turns, hilarious and yet poignant, revealing the love that m

ay 
be found in the streets of Philadelphia and, by extension, in our ow

n neighborhoods.
B

arbara A
. W

ard 
T

allulah, LA

V
oices of D

ragon
s by C

arrie V
aughn 

Fantasy/A
dventure

H
arper T

een, 2010, 320 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-179894-8

D
o you believe in dragons? In this alternate history novel, K

ay W
yatt lives on the border 

of the hum
an w

orld and D
ragon. T

he hum
an w

orld has cell phones, school, the Internet, 
and other typical teen w

orries. D
ragon has, w

ell, dragons. In K
ay’s w

orld, dragons and 
hum

ans have a peace treaty that keeps each on their ow
n side of the border. 

K
ay goes on a solo hike and is rescued from

 an accident by A
rtegal, a dragon, w

ho 
w

ants to practice his hum
an speech. T

he tw
o becom

e friends and, w
hen the tentative 

peace is broken, m
ust rely on each other to rebuild the peace before too m

any lives 
are lost. T

he author blends reality, legend, history, and technology into an interesting, 
fast-paced novel w

ith appealing, w
ell-rounded characters.

M
elanie H

undley
N

ashville, T
N

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630
T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.

nA1-A8-TAR-Fall2010.indd   8 9/1/10   10:33 AM




