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Delcroix Academy: The Candidates by Inara Scott Mystery/Fantasy

Hyperion Books, 2010, 304 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-1636-3

Dancia isn’t the top student, the best athlete, or the most talented artist. She doesn’t
mind that her drab clothing and unpopularity make her invisible, because the alterna-
tive could be dangerous. Dancia has powers she doesn’t know how to handle. When
she sees someone in trouble—car crashes, people falling—Dancia imagines unusual
things happening to save them, and suddenly, they happen. Letting people into her
life, she fears, will only make matters worse.

When Dancia accepts a scholarship to the prestigious Delcroix Academy, she fears
she won’t be able to maintain her low profile for long. Will her new teachers find out
about her gift? Can she risk making friends and keep her powers at bay? Teen readers
will enjoy uncovering the mysteries behind Delcroix Academy in Inara Scott’s The
Candidates. Though Delcroix is fictional, Dancia’s struggles to find truth, identity, and
friendship inside its gates are engaging and real.
Caroline McCoy
Nashville, TN

Early to Death, Early to Rise by Kim Harrison Supernatural/Mystery/Angels

Harper Teen, 2010, 228 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-171817-5

Madison Avery is back in the sequel to Once Dead, Twice Shy and is still struggling
to figure out how her powers work, what her relationship with Josh will be, and how
to keep her father from learning that she is actually dead. Barnabus and Nakita have
worked out a tentative truce as they try to teach Madison how to do her job as Dark
Time Keeper.

Madison, Barnabus, and Nakita try to prevent a deadly computer virus from being

released. You would think that knowing what is going to happen in the future and

who is going to do it would help you prevent it. However, Madison and her cohorts

discover that changing someone’s fate is not an easy task. They are sabotaged in their
efforts by another Time Keeper and his protégé.

Melanie Hundley

Nashville, TN

Speak, 2008/2010, 256 pp., $7.99

Gamer Girl by Mari Mancusi Divorce/Games/Friendship

ISBN: 978-0-14-241509-2

For Maddy Starr, life could definitely be better. After her parents separate, Maddy is
forced to move in with her grandmother, miles away from her old school and friends in
Boston. Her first day at a new school lands her the nickname “Freak Girl,” and nothing
seems to be going right except her ability to draw manga like a pro. But then her dad
gives her Fields of Fantasy, a computer game where she can transform from Freak Girl
to Allora, the gorgeous elfin princess she created. Allora doesn’t let bullies get to her,
and she even attracts the knight in shining armor, Sir Leo.

In this blend of virtual and real life, Maddy is able to find herself, gain confidence, and

finally stand up to the Haters. Teens of all ages will enjoy watching Maddy’s transfor-
mation, which includes humor, real-life conflicts, and even a bit of romance.

Marlowe Brandt

Nashville, TN

Delacorte Books for Young Readers, 2009, 495 pp., $17.99

Illness/Family/Relationships
ISBN: 978-0-385-73397-7

Going Bovine by Libba Bray

Mad Cow Disease? Who gets that? All Cameron wanted to do was get through high
school with minimal effort; then he is diagnosed with Creutzfeldt-Jacob (Mad Cow
Disease). This diagnosis changes Cameron’s life and his relationship with his relatively
dysfunctional family.

Before his illness, Cameron had been reading the story of Don Quixote, and as his
illness progresses, he finds himself battling Dark Wizards and Fire Giants. Cameron’s
battles, or hallucinations, parallel Don Quixote’s in both their epic nature and their
hopelessness. His Dulcinea, a punk angel with a serious sugar habit, tells him there is
a cure for his illness if he will search for it. Cameron embarks on the wild journey, or
hallucination, joined by his Sancho, named Gonzo, a death-obsessed master gamer.
He and Gonzo battle cults and vigilantes, encounter physicists and jazz musicians, all
in the hope of finding the cure and what matters most in life.
Melanie Hundley
Nashville, TN
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POD by Stephen Wallenfels Science Fiction/Apocalypse/Survival

ISBN: 978-1-60898-011-6

Namelos, 2010, 212 pp., $19.95

The discordant sound of screeching metal awakens 15-year-old Josh from his comfortable
bed in rural Prosser, Washington. The insistent voice of her mother awakens 12-year-
old Meg from her slumber in their duct-taped car parked in a hotel garage in bustling
Los Angeles, California. From those separate wake-up calls, two seemingly disparate
narrative strands are wrapped around the appearance of alien spacecrafts in the skies.
The intruders seem unfriendly, zapping anyone who ventures outside and leading
Josh to dub them Pearls of Death (POD). Alternating chapters describe the separate ef-
forts of Josh and Meg to gather food and water, to counteract boredom, and to protect
themselves from those around them. As is often true in tales such as this one, threats
from without are less horrifying than threats from within, forcing both protagonists to
realize that humankind has unplumbed reserves of cruelty and inhumanity as well as
compassion and courage.
Barbara A. Ward
Tallulah, LA

Raised by Wolves by Jennifer Lynn Barnes Fantasy/Werewolves

Egmont, 2010, 418 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-1-60684-059-7

Brynn’s parents were killed by a rogue werewolf when she was four. She was adopted
by Callum, the alpha of a werewolf pack. Her life has been one of rules and strict
expectations. At 15, she pushes at the boundaries but doesn’t go too far over the line.

Brynn goes exploring, even though she was told explicitly not to do so, and finds Chase,
a newly-turned teen werewolf locked in a cage. She sees him shift, and it brings back
memories of her parents” murder. Brynn and Chase become close and find themselves
struggling to find answers to questions. Their search for those answers challenges the
very rigid pack hierarchy. Brynn no longer knows who to trust. Where will the search
for answers take them? And, what does Chase mean when he says, “I got bit”?
Melanie Hundley
Nashville, TN

Secret Saturdays by Torrey Maldonado Realistic Fiction

Putnam Juvenile, 2010, 208 pp. $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-399-25158-0

Middle school best friends Sean and Justin excel at schoolwork, love writing raps, and
live in the same housing project. But when Sean starts taking mysterious weekend
trips, hanging with older kids, and bullying classmates, Justin worries. Secret Saturdays
is about friendship and about how to talk to someone you care about when they’re
pushing you away.

The book plays with form, interspersing rap lyrics with prose. This should appeal to
young rap fans, though it is sometimes difficult to really “hear” a rap on the page,
and the lyrics can seem so plot-focused that they read more like journal entries than
songs. In addition, the story’s central mystery—where does Sean go on those weekend
trips?—might not be that mysterious for readers familiar with the effects of urban pov-
erty. Despite these flaws, Secret Saturdays is a pleasant read with engaging characters
to whom many middle schoolers will relate.

Susan Weinstein

Baton Rouge, LA

Still Sucks to Be Me by Kimberly Pauley Fantasy/Vampire/Coming of Age

Mirrorstone, 2010, 384 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 978-0-7869-5503-9

Being a teenager is difficult! Parents don’t appreciate you. Friends flip out on you for
no reason. Your boyfriend is in Brazil, and there is a cute guy in town who is more like
you than anyone else. To top it all off, you are moving to LA . . . that’s Louisiana! Mina
“Smith” is a teenager and is now a newly turned vampire. Being a vampire was sup-
posed to make things easier, but unfortunately, Mina finds out that being all-powerful
and all-knowing doesn’t stop her from still being a teenager. She must use both her
vampire powers and her teenage qualities to fix the train wreck that is her life.

This hilarious sequel is wonderfully written and a refreshing novel within the vast

vampire genre. Being a teenager still sucks, but the vampire thing is something worth
getting used to.

Kim Coyle

Nashville, TN
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Dial Books, 2010, 219 pp., $16.99

The Line by Teri Hall Science Fiction/Resistance to Government

ISBN: 978-0-8037-3466-1

The Line takes place sometime in the future where currency is a cred, pictures are
called digims, computers are streamers, and the United States is a repressive regime
that has closed its borders. Rachel is an adolescent who lives a quiet life on an isolated
orchid farm behind the “line”—the National Border Defense System that keeps outsid-
ers away and prevents citizens from leaving the country. When Rachel makes contact
with someone on the other side of the Line, everything she believes to be true about
Away, the Others, and her own family becomes questionable.

In this well-written novel, Hall weaves a critical perspective on news media, civil rights,

and government with a compelling narrative about a young girl coming of age in an

unequal society. The Line will keep readers on their toes as they witness characters
navigate the ethical dilemmas inherent to standing up for what is right.

E. Sybil Durand

Baton Rouge, LA

The Midnight Curse by L. M. Falcone Mystery/Family

Kids Can Press, 2010, 208 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-1-55453-358-9

Charlie and Lacey, eleven-year-old fraternal twins, experience a preposterous romp and
series of supernatural adventures around Blaxton Manor in small Hampton Hollow,
England. Great-uncle Jonathan Darcy has died, and they and their single mom have
an all-expenses paid trip to the reading of his will.

The fun begins with myriad strange occurrences, mysterious mayhem, and exciting

escapades involving ghosts, spirits, and a helpful psychic. The intrepid duo struggles

to lift the curse passed onto Charlie from Uncle Jonathan, whose deceit years ago sent

an innocent man to the gallows. Each chapter ends on a climactic moment, so the book
is a perfect read-aloud for 6th graders and under.

Judith Hayn

Little Rock, AR

The Reckoning by Kelly Armstrong Fantasy/Supernatural/Friendship

Harper, 2010, 400 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-166283-6

In the third book of The Darkest Powers series, Chloe, Derek, Simon, and Tori are still
on the run from the Edison Group. The people that they’ve run to for help are afraid of
the powers the four teens have. Ghosts are attacking Chloe, and a local werewolf pack
is stalking Derek. Just when the four teens think things can’t get any worse, they real-
ize that at least one of the people who are supposed to be helping them has betrayed
them to the Edison Group.

Chloe, Derek, and Simon are still not sure that Tori is on their side, they don’t know

which adult is the betrayer, and they don’t know how to escape the house in which

they are currently trapped. Will this be the time the Edison Group catches them, or
will they be able to bring the corporation down?

Melanie Hundley

Nashville, TN

The Red Pyramid by Rick Riordan Mythology/Adventure/Family

Hyperion Books, 2010, 528 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-1338-6

Since their mother died, Carter and Sadie have been separated. Carter travels the world
with their Egyptologist father and longs for a home; Sadie lives in London with their
grandparents and longs for adventure. Dr. Julius Kane, their father, brings Carter and
Sadie together on Christmas Eve at the British Museum. The experiment, intended “to
set things right,” doesn’t go as planned, and Dr. Kane unleashes Set, an Egyptian god.
Set banishes Dr. Kane and causes a huge explosion. Carter and Sadie are forced to flee.

Carter and Sadie learn that the Egyptian gods are waking up, and Set, one of the worst,

is after their family. The two siblings begin a journey that will take them around the

world as they struggle to save their father, discover family secrets, solve the riddles of
the House of Life, and try to understand Set’s desire to destroy their family.

Melanie Hundley

Nashville, TN
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Tor Teen, 2010, 432 pp., $9.99

Truancy by Isamu Fukui Speculative Fiction/Action

ISBN: 978-0-7653-2258-6

Tack lives in a world where school is meant to control and stifle students, and he
grows increasingly wary of the oppressive educational system. He shares his annoyance
with only two people—his little sister, Suzie, and a mysterious boy named Umasi who
doesn’t go to school. Umasi tells Tack about a group of teens called the Truancy, whose
members have decided to rise up against the Educators in an attempt to vanquish the
school system. At first, Tack has no interest in joining a group committed to violence,
but when the Truancy kills someone he loves as collateral damage, Tack joins the
Truancy with the hope of finding and destroying its leader in an act of revenge. This
novel expertly crafts a compelling commentary on contemporary education systems,
and the adventurous teen will not be able to put it down.
Marlowe Brandt
Nashville, TN

Voices of Dragons by Carrie Vaughn Fantasy/Adventure

Harper Teen, 2010, 320 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-179894-8

Do you believe in dragons? In this alternate history novel, Kay Wyatt lives on the border
of the human world and Dragon. The human world has cell phones, school, the Internet,
and other typical teen worries. Dragon has, well, dragons. In Kay’s world, dragons and
humans have a peace treaty that keeps each on their own side of the border.

Kay goes on a solo hike and is rescued from an accident by Artegal, a dragon, who

wants to practice his human speech. The two become friends and, when the tentative

peace is broken, must rely on each other to rebuild the peace before too many lives

are lost. The author blends reality, legend, history, and technology into an interesting,
fast-paced novel with appealing, well-rounded characters.

Melanie Hundley

Nashville, TN

You Don’t Even Know Me: Stories Relationships/Voice/Identity

and Poems about Boys by Sharon G. Flake ISBN: 978-1-4231-0014-0

Disney/Jump at the Sun, 2010, 195 pp., $16.99

This highly readable collection amplifies the voices of urban teens as they maneuver
through their city streets, facing the unique challenges that teen males encounter in
today’s world. The 14 poems and 9 short stories remind readers that their assump-
tions about the young African American males sitting beside them in classrooms are
often completely false. Teens will relate to much in these stories, often recognizing
themselves and their own difficult choices. Familiar concerns about homelessness,
suicide, or dying young are addressed as well as doing the right thing amid regrets
after making costly mistakes.

In “Scared to Death,”17-year-old Tow-Kaye finds that marrying his pregnant Cinderella
may not lead to happily-ever-after. The short stories “Fat Man Walking” and “Girls
Make You Weak” are, by turns, hilarious and yet poignant, revealing the love that may
be found in the streets of Philadelphia and, by extension, in our own neighborhoods.
Barbara A. Ward

Tallulah, LA

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Melanie Hundley

1021 Delmas Ave.

Nashville, TN 37216-3630
To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Melanie Hundley at melanie.hundley @ Vanderbilt.edu.
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