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Falling In by Frances O’Roark Dowell

Fantasy/Friendship/Identity
Atheneum Books for Young Readers, 2010, 245 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-4169-5032-5

Things are not always what they seem. A closet door in the nurse’s room leads to an-
other world discovered by Isabelle Bean, an outcast at her middle school. Determined
to find the witch who terrorizes the enchanted land, Isabelle begins her journey. Along
the way, she meets a best friend, the only friend she’s ever really had. Together they
encounter a kindly old woman who teaches them the healing arts. When the old woman
tells her story, Isabelle figures out that the woman is both the supposed witch and her
unknown grandmother. Isabelle must battle her presuppositions in order to complete
the quest her grandmother gives her: tell the children of the land the truth so they no
longer live in fear.

Dowell gently challenges her readers to examine personal beliefs that lead to false
judgments.
Tamara Fyke
Nashville, TN

Forgive My Fins by Tera Lynn Childs Fantasy/Romance

Katherine Tegen Books, 2010, 293 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-191465-2

Being a teenage girl is tough, especially when there is a boy you can’t live without.
Lily Sanderson has been trying to catch the attention of the god-like Brody Bennett for
the past three years. She has been waiting to tell him a secret that must be kept quiet.
She is half human, half-mermaid. Not just any mermaid, that is, but the princess of a
kingdom called Thalassinia.

When Lily found out her mom was human, she decided to see how she fit in on land.

After her love at first sight encounter with Brody, she knows he is the one she wants to

join her when she rules Thalassinia. Her plan to kiss Brody goes all wrong with a case

of mistaken identity. Lily must figure out how to break the bond she made by kissing
her sworn enemy—Quince Fletcher. Will her true love be who she thinks?

Jessica Long

Cincinnati, Ohio

God Is in the Pancakes by Robin Epstein Identity

Dial, 2010, 265 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-8037-3382-4

Grace is 15, and her first job is as a candy striper in a nursing home. There, she connects
with 84-year-old Frank Sands, who is dying from Lou Gehrig’s disease. He stockpiles
his pills and asks Grace to help him die. She loves the elderly man for sharing her
quirky humor and teaching her to play poker, especially since her dad left home for
another woman. She also grows to love and admire his wife Isabelle as she struggles
with her decision.

Using a breezy, authentic voice coupled with light-hearted humor, Epstein’s first novel
for teens should resonate with adolescent girls. Grace faces thoroughly believable
complications as her feelings begin to change toward her best guy pal Eric; as they try
to figure out their new relationship, life, faith, romance, and high school all intertwine
symbolically, just like pancake bubbles.
Judith A. Hayn
Little Rock, AR

Jump by Elisa Carbone
Viking, 2010, 258 pp. $16.99

Realistic Fiction/Adventure/Relationships
ISBN: 978-0-670-01185-8

When PK’s parents have finally had enough, they decide to send her to boarding school.
PK decides differently. If she is going to be away from her family and friends, she is
going to do it on her own terms. None of her friends will join her in an escape to the
rock climbers’ dream of Yosemite National Park, but she finds an unlikely partner in
the mysterious Critter. Initially struggling with issues of trust, PK learns to appreciate
Critter’s strange insights into her feelings and moods. Together, they find peace in the
act of climbing and a budding relationship, although they are never quite able to outrun
their pasts that are quickly closing in.

Readers with climbing experience will appreciate the authentic descriptions of climbs,
falls, and the thrill of the summit as they root for PK and Critter to beat the odds.

Ali Wilson

Nashville TN
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WestSide Books, 2010, 302 pp., $16.95

Orphan by John R. Weber Adventure/Historical Fiction

ISBN: 978-1-934813-38-6

When Homer turns 13, he finds out he’s an orphan. Startled and traumatized by the
truth of his past, he runs away from Iowa to New York City, taking his best friend,
Jamie, with him. Their adventure doesn’t go as planned, however. After a dangerous
run-in with a railroad detective, Homer and Jamie partner up with the hobo Smilin’
Jack and take a detour that takes them through much of the United States. On their
journey, they learn about the hobo lifestyle and learn more about not only survival
but also themselves.

Eventually Jamie and Homer make it to New York City, but Jamie falls deathly ill. Only

then does Homer realize what his impulsiveness could cost him—his own family and

Jamie’s family back home. Orphan is a book best suited to a younger audience, maybe
even middle grade. The plot is action-driven with endearing characters.

Charlotte Wood

Portland, OR

Princess of the Midnight Ball by Jessica Day George Fantasy/Fairytale Retelling

Bloomsbury Books, 2010, 272 pp., $8.99 ISBN 978-1-59990-322-4

This story is a retelling of the fairy tale The Twelve Dancing Princesses, in which 12
princesses of Westfalin attend lavish parties and dances at their Father’s palace. How-
ever, they are forced to attend another celebration every night deep underground at
King Under Stone’s palace. It was their mother’s deal with an evil magical King that
cursed them with their dancing fate. The head gardener’s nephew sets out to find the
reasons behind the princesses” worn out dancing shoes, though many princes have
lost their lives in the attempt.

This is a knight-in-shining-armor tale with a twist. It is bravery of under-gardener

Galen Werner that saves the day, and ultimately, the princesses. Galen’s invisibility

cloak and instincts are part of an exciting journey to free the 12 princesses from King
Under Stone’s control.

Kathryn Fry

Nashville, TN

Prism by Faye Kellerman and Aliza Kellerman Alternate Reality/Survival/Health Care
ISBN 978-0-06-168721-1

Harper, 2009, 264 pp., $16.99

Kaida Hutchenson, an independent 15-year-old with purple hair, is dreading her class trip
to the Carlsbad Caverns because her best friend, Maria, will not be on the trip, and she
will have to put up with the company of both Zeke Anderson and Joy Tallon. However,
the two end up being the least of Kaida’s worries when suddenly the van carrying all
of the students crashes in the middle of a desert, turning their trip into a nightmare.

The three students band together and seek shelter in a nearby cave where something

magical and mysterious happens: the three are transported back to their homes in Cali-

fornia at the present time where everything and everyone look the same, but eventually

they realize they are in a different dimension. Kaida, Zeke, and Joy must find a way
back or they must find a way to endure this new future.

Lauren Wiygul

Nashville, TN

Speak, 2010, 295 pp., $9.99

Rush by Jonathan Friesen Contemporary Fiction

ISBN: 978-0-14-241258-9

His father is the wealthiest, most powerful man in Brockton, but nothing ever seems to
go Jake King’s way. It has something to do with those dark gray clouds that constantly
cover his mind and only disappear when he’s around Salome, his best friend and secret
love, or when he’s putting his life in serious danger in order to feel a rush.

But trouble is brewing in the area that has nothing to do with Jake’s adrenaline junkie
ways. Forest firefighters in Brockton have a habit of dying young and their deaths are
shrouded in mystery. When Jake is given the chance to join one of the crews, he jumps
at the chance. For him, rappelling into wildfires is the best rush he could ask for. But
this new life comes with serious choices and consequences, and Jake has to maneuver
the thin lines between life, love, and the rush.
Mollie Johnson
Houston, TX
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The Dark Days of Hamburger Halpin by Josh Berk Fiction/Mystery

Alfred A. Knopf, 2010, 250 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-375-85699-0

Overweight and deaf, Will Halpin does not fit in his new mainstream high school. In
one week he has only befriended the strangest kid in his class, Devon, and he’s madly
in love with a girl who previously dated Pat, the pretentious captain of the football
team. Week two of school proves to be more interesting, when on a field trip Pat is
mysteriously murdered. Will and Devon decide they are going to crack the case!

Will’s superior lip-reading skills and Devon’s wily antics make them excellent detec-
tives. The two communicate via text message and a primitive form of sign language.
The sultry math teacher, the strange bus driver, and everyone who did and did not
receive an invitation to Pat’s party are suspects. This dynamic duo not only learns the
surprising outcome of their investigation, but they also understand a new meaning of
friendship and personal history.
Brooke Heidecorn
Armonk, NY

Scholastic Press, 2010, 384 pp., $17.99

The Dreamer by Pam Mufos Ryan Historical Fiction/Semi-Biographical

ISBN: 978-0-439-26970-4

Young Neftali Reyes is a shy child who can never meet his father’s expectations, nor
can he stop himself from daydreaming about all the wonders he finds in the simple
world around him. With an overbearing father and social conflict stirring in his small
Chilean town, Neftali must find sources of strength in unlikely places and actions.

Based on the childhood of the Nobel Prize-winning poet Pablo Neruda (born Neftali
Reyes), Ryan paints a tale about a sensitive boy trying to make sense of the world
and stand up for what he feels is right. The tale is laced with Neruda-like poems and
delicate, whimsical drawings that augment the sense of wonder, magic, and beauty in
the young poet’s thoughts and imaginings. Additional information about Neruda and
excerpts of his works are included, adding insight to the life and accomplishments of
one of the world’s most read and renowned poets.

Laura Codron

Nashville, TN

The Freak Observer by Blythe Woolston Fiction/Emotional Problems

Carolrhoda Lab, 2010, 202 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-0-7613-6212-8

Sixteen-year-old Loa Lindgren witnesses a gruesome car accident that takes the life of
her best friend, Esther. The event leaves Loa with a debilitating case of post-traumatic
stress disorder. A mysterious figure known as the Bony Guy—death incarnate—ter-
rifies her through vivid hallucinations and haunts her dreams at night. When Loa’s
cherished baby sister Asta dies from medical complications, her already-broken family
unravels even more.

Loa meets Corey, a confident and peculiar schoolmate, who persuades her to join the
debate team. But as their strange friendship blossoms, Corey abruptly leaves for Europe.
Without friends or family to help, Loa begins to cope with her condition through, of
all things, theoretical astrophysics. Loa’s mom enrolls at a university and the once-
private and rural family find themselves connecting to each other and learning what
it means to move on.

Kevin Sawyer

Nashville, TN

Feiwel and Friends, 2010, 232 pp., $16.99

The Gardener by S.A. Bodeen Science Fiction/Environmental Concerns

ISBN: 978-0-312-37016-9

Life is difficult for 15-year-old Mason: he longs for a father he’s never met, his face is
permanently scarred from a vicious dog attack, and his mother is struggling to make
ends meet . . . and to keep herself sober. But his world grows even more complex when
he encounters a beautiful girl whose dark past lingers just outside the borders of her
memory. Mason feels compelled to rescue this fascinating stranger at any cost. Little does
he know that following his protective instinct will lead him to uncover his own past,
which is entangled with a scientific experiment that may change the fate of humanity.

The fast-moving plot of The Gardener will draw readers in, and the ethical dilemmas
it raises will keep them thinking long after they close the book.

Allison Matthews

Columbia, SC
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Twilight: The Graphic Novel, Volume 1 by Stephenie Meyer Graphic Novel/Fantasy

Art and Adaptation by Young Kim

Yen Press, 2010, 224 pp., $19.99 ISBN-978-0-7595-2943-4

The artist Young Kim breathes new life into the vampire series. In collaboration with
Meyer, Kim combines delicate artistry and graphic elements to retell the story. The use
of light and dark combined with splashes of color bring nuance to the graphic retelling
of the novel. The layout reads with ease and enjoyment. For readers who are familiar
with the Twilight story, this first volume concludes in the middle of Meyer’s first novel.

However, readers are likely to see more collaboration between the two because of their
relationship. Meyers explains that “Young has done an incredible job transforming the
words that I have written into beautiful images. The characters and settings are very
close to what I was imagining while writing the series.” Hence, this graphic novel pro-
vides insight into the author’s vision as it is brought to life in this riveting new medium.
Alison E. West

Memphis, TN

Will Grayson, Will Grayson by John Green & David Levithan Realistic Fiction/

Romance & Friendship

Dutton Books, 2010, 310 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-525-42158-0

In what seems like a page from a Broadway show, two boys named Will Grayson
meet under bizarre circumstances. Will Grayson literally stands in the shadow of his
humongous best friend, content with going through life unnoticed. Will Grayson is self-
loathing and has problems coming to terms with his homosexuality. Though seemingly
unalike, despite their name, the boys’ lives overlap.

Green and Levithan alternate chapters from the two differing perspectives to give the
reader a complete picture of the Wills’s influence on each other. Each Will challenges
and invites love into their life with the help and inspiration of the other. And as they
both struggle with standing up for what and who they believe in, they learn that their
lives may not be so different after all. With humor and gravity, the authors weave a
story that culminates in the most colorful high school musical of all time.
Brooke Heidecorn
Armonk, NY

White Cat by Holly Black

Fantasy/Intrigue/Mystery

Margret K. McElderry Books, 2010, 310 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-1-4169-6396-7

Cassel comes from a family of criminals. They are curse workers—people with special
powers that can change memories, create good luck, or even kill. Curse working is il-
legal, so workers are all criminals, often becoming mobsters and con artists. Everyone
in Cassel’s family is a worker—except him, that is. But when his sleepwalking gets
him suspended from school and his two brothers’ secretive maneuvering gets increas-
ingly suspicious, Cassel begins thinking something sinister is in the works. To figure
out what is going on and what role he has in it, he will have to out-con the con artists,
but he must also confront his own dark past—three years ago, he murdered his best
friend, Lila. In White Cat, Black creates a fascinating and smart protagonist who must
confront real issues of trust and loyalty. This fantasy noir keeps the pages turning and
comes to a shocking conclusion.

Michael Ebling

Gainesville, FL

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Melanie Hundley

1021 Delmas Ave.

Nashville, TN 37216-3630
To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Melanie Hundley at melanie.hundley @ Vanderbilt.edu.
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