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Fallin
g In

 by Frances O
’R

oark D
ow

ell 
Fantasy/Friendship/Identity

A
theneum

 B
ooks for Y

oung R
eaders, 2010, 245 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4169-5032-5

T
hings are not alw

ays w
hat they seem

. A
 closet door in the nurse’s room

 leads to an-
other w

orld discovered by Isabelle B
ean, an outcast at her m

iddle school. D
eterm

ined 
to fi

nd the w
itch w

ho terrorizes the enchanted land, Isabelle begins her journey. A
long 

the w
ay, she m

eets a best friend, the only friend she’s ever really had. T
ogether they 

encounter a kindly old w
om

an w
ho teaches them

 the healing arts. W
hen the old w

om
an 

tells her story, Isabelle fi
gures out that the w

om
an is both the supposed w

itch and her 
unknow

n grandm
other. Isabelle m

ust battle her presuppositions in order to com
plete 

the quest her grandm
other gives her: tell the children of the land the truth so they no 

longer live in fear. 

D
ow

ell gently challenges her readers to exam
ine personal beliefs that lead to false 

judgm
ents. 

T
am

ara Fyke
N

ashville, T
N

G
od Is in

 th
e P

an
cakes by R

obin Epstein 
Identity

D
ial, 2010, 265 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-8037-3382-4

G
race is 15, and her fi

rst job is as a candy striper in a nursing hom
e. T

here, she connects 
w

ith 84-year-old Frank Sands, w
ho is dying from

 Lou G
ehrig’s disease. H

e stockpiles 
his pills and asks G

race to help him
 die. She loves the elderly m

an for sharing her 
quirky hum

or and teaching her to play poker, especially since her dad left hom
e for 

another w
om

an. She also grow
s to love and adm

ire his w
ife Isabelle as she struggles 

w
ith her decision.

U
sing a breezy, authentic voice coupled w

ith light-hearted hum
or, Epstein’s fi

rst novel 
for teens should resonate w

ith adolescent girls. G
race faces thoroughly believable 

com
plications as her feelings begin to change tow

ard her best guy pal Eric; as they try 
to fi

gure out their new
 relationship, life, faith, rom

ance, and high school all intertw
ine 

sym
bolically, just like pancake bubbles.

Judith A
. H

ayn
Little R

ock, A
R

Forgive M
y Fin

s by T
era Lynn C

hilds 
Fantasy/R

om
ance

K
atherine T

egen B
ooks, 2010, 293 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-191465-2

B
eing a teenage girl is tough, especially w

hen there is a boy you can’t live w
ithout. 

Lily Sanderson has been trying to catch the attention of the god-like B
rody B

ennett for 
the past three years. She has been w

aiting to tell him
 a secret that m

ust be kept quiet. 
She is half hum

an, half-m
erm

aid. N
ot just any m

erm
aid, that is, but the princess of a 

kingdom
 called T

halassinia. 

W
hen Lily found out her m

om
 w

as hum
an, she decided to see how

 she fi
t in on land. 

A
fter her love at fi

rst sight encounter w
ith B

rody, she know
s he is the one she w

ants to 
join her w

hen she rules T
halassinia. H

er plan to kiss B
rody goes all w

rong w
ith a case 

of m
istaken identity. Lily m

ust fi
gure out how

 to break the bond she m
ade by kissing 

her sw
orn enem

y—
Q

uince Fletcher. W
ill her true love be w

ho she thinks?
 

Jessica Long
 

C
incinnati, O

hio

Ju
m

p by Elisa C
arbone 

R
ealistic Fiction/A

dventure/R
elationships

V
iking, 2010, 258 pp. $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-670-01185-8

W
hen PK

’s parents have fi
nally had enough, they decide to send her to boarding school. 

PK
 decides differently. If she is going to be aw

ay from
 her fam

ily and friends, she is 
going to do it on her ow

n term
s. N

one of her friends w
ill join her in an escape to the 

rock clim
bers’ dream

 of Y
osem

ite N
ational Park, but she fi

nds an unlikely partner in 
the m

ysterious C
ritter. Initially struggling w

ith issues of trust, PK
 learns to appreciate 

C
ritter’s strange insights into her feelings and m

oods. T
ogether, they fi

nd peace in the 
act of clim

bing and a budding relationship, although they are never quite able to outrun 
their pasts that are quickly closing in. 

R
eaders w

ith clim
bing experience w

ill appreciate the authentic descriptions of clim
bs, 

falls, and the thrill of the sum
m

it as they root for PK
 and C

ritter to beat the odds. 
A

li W
ilson 

N
ashville T

N
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O
rph

an
 by John R

. W
eber 

A
dventure/H

istorical Fiction
W

estSide B
ooks, 2010, 302 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-934813-38-6

W
hen H

om
er turns 13, he fi

nds out he’s an orphan. Startled and traum
atized by the 

truth of his past, he runs aw
ay from

 Iow
a to N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity, taking his best friend, 

Jam
ie, w

ith him
. T

heir adventure doesn’t go as planned, how
ever. A

fter a dangerous 
run-in w

ith a railroad detective, H
om

er and Jam
ie partner up w

ith the hobo Sm
ilin’ 

Jack and take a detour that takes them
 through m

uch of the U
nited States. O

n their 
journey, they learn about the hobo lifestyle and learn m

ore about not only survival 
but also them

selves.

Eventually Jam
ie and H

om
er m

ake it to N
ew

 Y
ork C

ity, but Jam
ie falls deathly ill. O

nly 
then does H

om
er realize w

hat his im
pulsiveness could cost him

—
his ow

n fam
ily and 

Jam
ie’s fam

ily back hom
e. O

rphan
 is a book best suited to a younger audience, m

aybe 
even m

iddle grade. T
he plot is action-driven w

ith endearing characters. 
C

harlotte W
ood

Portland, O
R

P
rism

 by Faye K
ellerm

an and A
liza K

ellerm
an A

lternate R
eality/Survival/H

ealth C
are

H
arper, 2009, 264 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

 978-0-06-168721-1

K
aida H

utchenson, an independent 15-year-old w
ith purple hair, is dreading her class trip 

to the C
arlsbad C

averns because her best friend, M
aria, w

ill not be on the trip, and she 
w

ill have to put up w
ith the com

pany of both Z
eke A

nderson and Joy T
allon. H

ow
ever, 

the tw
o end up being the least of K

aida’s w
orries w

hen suddenly the van carrying all 
of the students crashes in the m

iddle of a desert, turning their trip into a nightm
are. 

T
he three students band together and seek shelter in a nearby cave w

here som
ething 

m
agical and m

ysterious happens: the three are transported back to their hom
es in C

ali-
fornia at the present tim

e w
here everything and everyone look the sam

e, but eventually 
they realize they are in a different dim

ension. K
aida, Z

eke, and Joy m
ust fi

nd a w
ay 

back or they m
ust fi

nd a w
ay to endure this new

 future.
Lauren W

iygul
N

ashville, T
N

R
u
sh

 by Jonathan Friesen 
C

ontem
porary Fiction

Speak, 2010, 295 pp., $9.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-14-241258-9

H
is father is the w

ealthiest, m
ost pow

erful m
an in B

rockton, but nothing ever seem
s to 

go Jake K
ing’s w

ay. It has som
ething to do w

ith those dark gray clouds that constantly 
cover his m

ind and only disappear w
hen he’s around Salom

e, his best friend and secret 
love, or w

hen he’s putting his life in serious danger in order to feel a rush.

B
ut trouble is brew

ing in the area that has nothing to do w
ith Jake’s adrenaline junkie 

w
ays. Forest fi

refi
ghters in B

rockton have a habit of dying young and their deaths are 
shrouded in m

ystery. W
hen Jake is given the chance to join one of the crew

s, he jum
ps 

at the chance. For him
, rappelling into w

ildfi
res is the best rush he could ask for. B

ut 
this new

 life com
es w

ith serious choices and consequences, and Jake has to m
aneuver 

the thin lines betw
een life, love, and the rush. 

M
ollie Johnson
H

ouston, T
X

P
rin

cess of th
e M

idn
igh

t B
all by Jessica D

ay G
eorge 

Fantasy/Fairytale R
etelling

B
loom

sbury B
ooks, 2010, 272 pp., $8.99 

ISB
N

 978-1-59990-322-4

T
his story is a retelling of the fairy tale T

he T
w

elve D
an

cin
g Prin

cesses, in w
hich 12 

princesses of W
estfalin attend lavish parties and dances at their Father’s palace. H

ow
-

ever, they are forced to attend another celebration every night deep underground at 
K

ing U
nder Stone’s palace. It w

as their m
other’s deal w

ith an evil m
agical K

ing that 
cursed them

 w
ith their dancing fate. T

he head gardener’s nephew
 sets out to fi

nd the 
reasons behind the princesses’ w

orn out dancing shoes, though m
any princes have 

lost their lives in the attem
pt. 

T
his is a knight-in-shining-arm

or tale w
ith a tw

ist. It is bravery of under-gardener 
G

alen W
erner that saves the day, and ultim

ately, the princesses. G
alen’s invisibility 

cloak and instincts are part of an exciting journey to free the 12 princesses from
 K

ing 
U

nder Stone’s control. 
K

athryn Fry
N

ashville, T
N
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h
e D
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alpin

 by Josh B
erk 

Fiction/M
ystery

A
lfred A

. K
nopf, 2010, 250 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-375-85699-0

O
verw

eight and deaf, W
ill H

alpin does not fi
t in his new

 m
ainstream

 high school. In 
one w

eek he has only befriended the strangest kid in his class, D
evon, and he’s m

adly 
in love w

ith a girl w
ho previously dated Pat, the pretentious captain of the football 

team
. W

eek tw
o of school proves to be m

ore interesting, w
hen on a fi

eld trip Pat is 
m

ysteriously m
urdered. W

ill and D
evon decide they are going to crack the case!

W
ill’s superior lip-reading skills and D

evon’s w
ily antics m

ake them
 excellent detec-

tives. T
he tw

o com
m

unicate via text m
essage and a prim

itive form
 of sign language. 

T
he sultry m

ath teacher, the strange bus driver, and everyone w
ho did and did not 

receive an invitation to Pat’s party are suspects. T
his dynam

ic duo not only learns the 
surprising outcom

e of their investigation, but they also understand a new
 m

eaning of 
friendship and personal history.
 

B
rooke H

eidecorn
 

A
rm

onk, N
Y

T
h
e Freak O

bserver by B
lythe W

oolston 
Fiction/Em

otional Problem
s

C
arolrhoda Lab, 2010, 202 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7613-6212-8

Sixteen-year-old Loa Lindgren w
itnesses a gruesom

e car accident that takes the life of 
her best friend, Esther. T

he event leaves Loa w
ith a debilitating case of post-traum

atic 
stress disorder. A

 m
ysterious fi

gure know
n as the B

ony G
uy—

death incarnate—
ter-

rifi
es her through vivid hallucinations and haunts her dream

s at night. W
hen Loa’s 

cherished baby sister A
sta dies from

 m
edical com

plications, her already-broken fam
ily 

unravels even m
ore.

Loa m
eets C

orey, a confi
dent and peculiar schoolm

ate, w
ho persuades her to join the 

debate team
. B

ut as their strange friendship blossom
s, C

orey abruptly leaves for Europe. 
W

ithout friends or fam
ily to help, Loa begins to cope w

ith her condition through, of 
all things, theoretical astrophysics. Loa’s m

om
 enrolls at a university and the once-

private and rural fam
ily fi

nd them
selves connecting to each other and learning w

hat 
it m

eans to m
ove on. 

K
evin Saw

yer
N

ashville, T
N

T
h
e D

ream
er by Pam

 M
uños R

yan 
H

istorical Fiction/Sem
i-B

iographical
Scholastic Press, 2010, 384 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-439-26970-4

Y
oung N

eftali R
eyes is a shy child w

ho can never m
eet his father’s expectations, nor 

can he stop him
self from

 daydream
ing about all the w

onders he fi
nds in the sim

ple 
w

orld around him
. W

ith an overbearing father and social confl
ict stirring in his sm

all 
C

hilean tow
n, N

eftali m
ust fi

nd sources of strength in unlikely places and actions.

B
ased on the childhood of the N

obel Prize-w
inning poet Pablo N

eruda (born N
eftali 

R
eyes), R

yan paints a tale about a sensitive boy trying to m
ake sense of the w

orld 
and stand up for w

hat he feels is right. T
he tale is laced w

ith N
eruda-like poem

s and 
delicate, w

him
sical draw

ings that augm
ent the sense of w

onder, m
agic, and beauty in 

the young poet’s thoughts and im
aginings. A

dditional inform
ation about N

eruda and 
excerpts of his w

orks are included, adding insight to the life and accom
plishm

ents of 
one of the w

orld’s m
ost read and renow

ned poets.
Laura C

odron
N

ashville, T
N

T
h
e G

arden
er by S.A

. B
odeen 

Science Fiction/Environm
ental C

oncerns
Feiw

el and Friends, 2010, 232 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-312-37016-9

Life is diffi
cult for 15-year-old M

ason: he longs for a father he’s never m
et, his face is 

perm
anently scarred from

 a vicious dog attack, and his m
other is struggling to m

ake 
ends m

eet . . . and to keep herself sober. B
ut his w

orld grow
s even m

ore com
plex w

hen 
he encounters a beautiful girl w

hose dark past lingers just outside the borders of her 
m

em
ory. M

ason feels com
pelled to rescue this fascinating stranger at any cost. Little does 

he know
 that follow

ing his protective instinct w
ill lead him

 to uncover his ow
n past, 

w
hich is entangled w

ith a scientifi
c experim

ent that m
ay change the fate of hum

anity. 

T
he fast-m

oving plot of T
he G

arden
er w

ill draw
 readers in, and the ethical dilem

m
as 

it raises w
ill keep them

 thinking long after they close the book. 
A

llison M
atthew

s
C

olum
bia, SC
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T
w

iligh
t: T

h
e G

raph
ic N

ovel, V
olu

m
e 1 by Stephenie M

eyer 
G

raphic N
ovel/Fantasy

A
rt and A

daptation by Y
oung K

im
 

Y
en Press, 2010, 224 pp., $19.99 

ISB
N

-978-0-7595-2943-4

T
he artist Y

oung K
im

 breathes new
 life into the vam

pire series. In collaboration w
ith 

M
eyer, K

im
 com

bines delicate artistry and graphic elem
ents to retell the story. T

he use 
of light and dark com

bined w
ith splashes of color bring nuance to the graphic retelling 

of the novel. T
he layout reads w

ith ease and enjoym
ent. For readers w

ho are fam
iliar 

w
ith the T

w
ilight story, this fi

rst volum
e concludes in the m

iddle of M
eyer’s fi

rst novel. 

H
ow

ever, readers are likely to see m
ore collaboration betw

een the tw
o because of their 

relationship. M
eyers explains that “Y

oung has done an incredible job transform
ing the 

w
ords that I have w

ritten into beautiful im
ages. T

he characters and settings are very 
close to w

hat I w
as im

agining w
hile w

riting the series.” H
ence, this graphic novel pro-

vides insight into the author’s vision as it is brought to life in this riveting new
 m

edium
. 

A
lison E. W

est
M

em
phis, T

N

W
h
ite C

at by H
olly B

lack 
Fantasy/Intrigue/M

ystery
M

argret K
. M

cElderry B
ooks, 2010, 310 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4169-6396-7

C
assel com

es from
 a fam

ily of crim
inals. T

hey are curse w
orkers—

people w
ith special 

pow
ers that can change m

em
ories, create good luck, or even kill. C

urse w
orking is il-

legal, so w
orkers are all crim

inals, often becom
ing m

obsters and con artists. Everyone 
in C

assel’s fam
ily is a w

orker—
except him

, that is. B
ut w

hen his sleepw
alking gets 

him
 suspended from

 school and his tw
o brothers’ secretive m

aneuvering gets increas-
ingly suspicious, C

assel begins thinking som
ething sinister is in the w

orks. T
o fi

gure 
out w

hat is going on and w
hat role he has in it, he w

ill have to out-con the con artists, 
but he m

ust also confront his ow
n dark past—

three years ago, he m
urdered his best 

friend, Lila. In W
hite C

at, B
lack creates a fascinating and sm

art protagonist w
ho m

ust 
confront real issues of trust and loyalty. T

his fantasy noir keeps the pages turning and 
com

es to a shocking conclusion.
M

ichael Ebling
G

ainesville, FL

W
ill G

rayson
, W

ill G
rayson

 by John G
reen &

 D
avid Levithan 

R
ealistic Fiction/

R
om

ance &
 Friendship

D
utton B

ooks, 2010, 310 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-525-42158-0

In w
hat seem

s like a page from
 a B

roadw
ay show

, tw
o boys nam

ed W
ill G

rayson 
m

eet under bizarre circum
stances. W

ill G
rayson literally stands in the shadow

 of his 
hum

ongous best friend, content w
ith going through life unnoticed. W

ill G
rayson is self-

loathing and has problem
s com

ing to term
s w

ith his hom
osexuality. T

hough seem
ingly 

unalike, despite their nam
e, the boys’ lives overlap.

G
reen and Levithan alternate chapters from

 the tw
o differing perspectives to give the 

reader a com
plete picture of the W

ills’s infl
uence on each other. Each W

ill challenges 
and invites love into their life w

ith the help and inspiration of the other. A
nd as they 

both struggle w
ith standing up for w

hat and w
ho they believe in, they learn that their 

lives m
ay not be so different after all. W

ith hum
or and gravity, the authors w

eave a 
story that culm

inates in the m
ost colorful high school m

usical of all tim
e. 

B
rooke H

eidecorn
 

A
rm

onk, N
Y

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630
T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.
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