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drizzle by K
athleen V
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leve 

Fantasy/M
ystery/Identity

D
ial B

ooks for Y
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eaders, 2010, 358 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8037-3362-6

Polly Peabody is an unusual girl grow
ing up in an extraordinary place—

her fam
ily’s 

m
agical rhubarb farm

. A
lthough she’s at hom

e w
ith her best friend H

arry, the chocolate 
rhubarb plant, and the other creatures on the farm

, Polly feels like an outcast at school. 
W

hen G
randm

om
 dies, everything begins to unravel. A

unt Edith returns to m
anage the 

farm
. A

lthough the farm
 and fam

ily thrive for years, trouble erupts w
hen A

unt Edith 
suddenly decides to sell the farm

. T
he rain stops. T

he plants w
ilt. Polly’s brother Freddy 

becom
es deathly ill. It’s up to Polly and her organic friends to solve the m

ystery linking 
the unfortunate events and save her loved ones from

 disaster. 

T
his fantasy tale com

bines faith, science, and m
agic as Polly discovers the farm

’s 
secrets and her true identity. 

T
am

ara Fyke
N

ashville, T
N

Fin
din

g M
y P

lace by T
raci L. Jones 

H
istorical Fiction/Prejudices

Farrar Straus G
iroux, 2010, 181 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-374-33573-1

It is 1975 in the suburbs outside of D
enver, C

olorado. T
iphanie Jayne B

aker is new
, in 

the ninth grade, and the only B
lack girl at her high school. She has learned from

 her 
parents, m

em
bers of the civil rights m

ovem
ent, how

 to carry herself above the fray and 
outperform

 her peers in order to represent her race. B
ut it’s hard for her in the face of 

glaring eyes and som
e outspoken bigots in the hallw

ays, especially w
hen her friends 

from
 her old school accuse her of becom

ing “w
hitew

ashed” by her new
 surroundings. 

W
hen she fi

nally m
eets Jackie Sue, T

iphanie know
s she’s found a real friend, and one 

w
ith an unbelievable vocabulary. B

ut she quickly learns that being B
lack in a W

hite com
-

m
unity is not the only thing that keeps you outside the inner circle in ritzy B

rent H
ills. 

 
Elizabeth Self

 
N

ashville, T
N

E
n
trapm

en
t by M

ichael Spooner 
R

elationships/M
odern C

om
m

unication
M

argaret K
. M

cElderry B
ooks, 2009, 320 pp., $8.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4424-0366-6

A
 disgruntled shrew

 (A
nnie) and a bored poet-m

asterm
ind (Johnson) team

 up to test 
the relationships of their friends in this blithe com

edy of errors. A
nnie convinces her 

tw
o best friends to tell their devoted boyfriends that they w

ill be out of tow
n for a few

 
w

eeks and unable to com
m

unicate. M
eanw

hile, Johnson tricks the boys into joining 
a chat room

 w
here they w

ill be w
elcom

ing tw
o alluring foreign exchange students to 

their school (the tw
o girls in disguise). T

he stakes get higher and higher as the girls 
attem

pt to steal the hearts of the boys, all the w
hile hoping they w

ill be faithful.

T
old entirely in chat and blogs, this m

odern rom
ance is an enjoyable riff on Shakespear-

ean com
edy. Love is attacked w

ith barbed w
ords, cynical plotting, beautiful strangers, 

and staunch disbelief, but still m
anages trium

ph. T
his book w

ould appeal m
ost to 

students in grades 8 through 10. 
Jessie Lorim

er
R

ogers, A
R

Flirt C
lu

b by C
athleen D

aly  
G

row
ing U

p/H
um

or/Friendship/R
elationships

R
oaring B

rook Press, 2010, 281 pp., $15.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-59643-572-8

W
here w

as this book w
hen I w

as in junior high suffering from
 the anxiety of being the 

only girl w
ithout a boyfriend? D

aly’s Flirt C
lub is a book about tw

o self- proclaim
ed 

geeky dram
a nerds, A

nnie (B
ean) and Izzy (C

isco), w
ho form

 Flirt C
lub to help them

 
overcom

e their shyness around boys and practice fl
irting w

ith anyone (and an
ythin

g) 
that com

es their w
ay. 

T
old entirely through notes betw

een A
nnie and Izzy, diary entries, and club m

inutes, 
Flirt C

lub captures the m
any struggles of being an adolescent girl caught betw

een child
-

hood and w
om

anhood, w
hile also show

ing the laughter and silliness that goes along 
w

ith just being 13 years old. N
o m

atter your age, through laughter and tears, D
aly’s 

novel rem
inds us of how

 it feels to have butterfl
ies in your stom

ach just looking at a 
boy, as w

ell as the value of a loyal friend. 
 

B
rittany V

orenkam
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B
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H
alf B

roth
er by K

enneth O
ppel 

Fiction/Experim
entation

Scholastic Press, 2010, 384 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-545-22925-8

O
n B

en’s 12th birthday, his m
om

 com
es hom

e w
ith an eight-day-old chim

p. B
oth of 

B
en’s parents are scientists, and the chim

p is their new
 project. B

en’s father is clear 
that the chim

p is to be used for science, but B
en’s m

other’s project has a different 
tw

ist, and she w
ants to really treat the chim

p as a m
em

ber of the fam
ily. B

en doesn’t 
like Z

an (the chim
p) at fi

rst, but then he becom
es attached to him

 as if he w
ere his 

little brother. W
hen B

en’s father decides that Z
an isn’t learning language as w

ell as he 
should, Z

an gets sent to a refuge for chim
ps. W

hen B
en realizes that Z

an is going to be 
sold for m

edical research, he steals him
 back. Eventually, Z

an ends up in a sanctuary 
w

here he is safe from
 research and can live w

ith other chim
panzees in an appropriate 

and protected environm
ent.

 
A

pril W
ulber

 
Y

orkshire, O
H

H
om

e Is w
ith

 O
u
r Fam

ily by Joyce H
ansen  

C
om

ing of A
ge/A

bolition M
ovem

ent
D

isney: Jum
p at the Sun B

ooks, 2010, 272 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-7868-5217-8

A
ll that m

atters to M
aria Peters is that she is about to turn 13—

the age w
hen she’ll be 

considered grow
n up enough to attend abolitionist m

eetings. She’s driven by the m
es-

sage of Sojourner T
ruth and longs to be a part of the anti-slavery m

ovem
ent. M

aria’s 
life becom

es com
plicated w

hen the city threatens to tear dow
n the safe haven for free 

blacks and escaped slaves. M
aria discovers that turning 13 m

ay signify m
uch m

ore 
than she im

agined.

H
om

e Is w
ith O

ur Fam
ily seam

lessly w
eaves M

aria’s personal story w
ith signifi

cant 
historical events. H

ansen’s characters, setting, and actions create for the reader a picture 
of life for free and enslaved blacks in 1855 that cannot be ignored. R

eaders w
ill fi

nd 
them

selves confronting one of the darkest m
om

ents in A
m

erican history and em
erging 

w
ith a sense of hope for the nation and pride in the ones w

ho fought to m
ake it free.

Evelyn B
aldw

in
Fayetteville, A

R

Illyria by Elizabeth H
and 

T
een R

om
ance/Fam

ily
V

iking, 2010, 135 pp., $15.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-670-01212-1

T
he T

ierney cousins live shrouded in darkness, held together by m
em

ories of a great 
grandm

other. T
he tw

o w
ho keep the fam

ily alive are fi
rst cousins—

and closest friends—
M

adeline and R
ogan. W

hen they are both cast in roles in the school production of 
T

w
elfth N

ight, their relationship begins to take a turn from
 friendship to forbidden love. 

O
bsessed w

ith each other, the tw
o begin dow

n a dangerous path.

A
n intriguing com

bination of m
agical realism

 and a story of illicit love, Illyria at turns 
surprises and shocks its readers as the characters push the boundaries of acceptability 
and reality. From

 m
agical stages to attic hideaw

ays, H
and traces the characters through 

their relationships, ultim
ately shaping a novel that does not sim

ply detail obsession, 
but one that is unafraid to reveal its consequences as w

ell. Illyria is an excellent novel 
for any reader caught up in stories about forbidden teen love and rom

ance.
Evelyn B

aldw
in

Fayetteville, A
R

H
eart of a Sam

u
rai by M

argi Preus  A
dventure/ C

om
ing of A

ge/ International T
ravel

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2010, 304 pp., $15.95  

ISB
N

: 978-0-8109-8981-8

A
t 14, M

anjiro is sw
ept aw

ay from
 his hom

eland of Japan by a terrible storm
. A

t fi
rst, 

survival is all he and his crew
m

ates w
orry about. B

ut after being rescued by an A
m

eri-
can w

haling vessel, the Japanese fi
sherm

en share the fear that the legendary “foreign 
devils” w

ill poison their m
inds w

ith barbaric w
ays of thinking. A

ll except M
anjiro. H

is 
curiosity and quick m

ind spur him
 to learn m

ore about the possibilities of life beyond 
the shores of his village. H

e even becom
es friends w

ith the ship’s captain, w
ho even-

tually takes him
 to A

m
erica as his adopted son. Life in A

m
erica is full of opportunity 

and freedom
, but not w

ithout a price. 

Preus’s fi
ctional retelling of this true story w

ill captivate readers of all ages. Including 
archival illustrations by M

anjiro, this hero’s tale is a fascinating look at the original 
bridges built betw

een the A
m

erican and Japanese peoples.
Julee Phillips
N

ashville, T
N
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Fiction/Em
otional Problem

s
by Steve B

rezenoff 
C

arolrhoda Lab, 2010, 290 pp., $16.95 
ISB

N
: 978-0-7613-5417-8

Lily, N
oah, and Sim

on are teenagers attending classes (w
hen they aren’t skipping to 

sm
oke cigarettes) at a Long Island high school. W

hen fam
ily issues and the pressures 

of becom
ing an adult com

plicate their once-sim
ple friendships, each deals w

ith the 
changes differently. Lily w

orries that her love of m
ath w

ill betray her slacker reputa-
tion, N

oah retreats to his basem
ent to avoid an abusive father, and Sim

on joins the 
track team

 to get healthy and pursue a “norm
al” girl.

T
he characters narrate the sam

e events but from
 their ow

n unique perspectives. A
s 

the story unfolds and the plotlines interw
eave, the profound and poignant realization 

com
es to light: how

 deeply can you know
 another person—

even a best friend? A
 series 

of m
isunderstandings, unspoken truths, and angry outbursts claw

 aw
ay at the trio. A

s 
they drift apart, they struggle to balance em

otional w
ounds w

ith the need to create 
their ow

n identities.
K

evin Saw
yer

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
e Ligh

ter Side of Life &
 D

eath
 by C

. K
. K

elly M
artin  

Sex/Fam
ily/R

elationships
R

andom
 H

ouse C
hildren’s B

ooks, 2010, 231 pp., $16.99  
 ISB

N
: 978-0-375-84588-8

Sixteen-year-old M
ason thought his dream

s had com
e true w

hen he lost his virginity 
to his best friend K

at, because now
 they could fi

nally be together. H
ow

ever, it soon 
becom

es clear that K
at w

ants nothing m
ore than to pretend that the night never hap-

pened. W
hile he is trying to fi

gure out w
hat w

ill happen to his relationship w
ith K

at 
(and their m

utual friends, w
ho now

 seem
 to be torn betw

een the tw
o), he also m

eets 
C

olette, a 23-year-old that he didn’t think he even had a chance w
ith, until the fi

rst tim
e 

she invites him
 to her apartm

ent. U
nfortunately, C

olette is also his new
 step-m

om
’s 

sister’s best friend, so they m
ust hide their relationship from

 everyone. A
 story about 

a boy juggling his new
-found sexuality, changing relationships, and a new

 fam
ily all 

at once, this novel follow
s the journey that w

ill change his life forever.
Jessica S. Joyner

M
em

phis, T
N

T
h
e D

efen
se of T

h
addeu

s A
. Ledbetter by John G

osselink  
 R

ealistic Fiction
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2010, 240 pp., $14.95  
ISB

N
: 978-0-8109-8977-1

If you are looking for the defi
nition of a w

ord, trying to rem
em

ber the lyrics to a blues 
song, or w

anting to rethink the layout of a school bus, then T
haddeus A

. Ledbetter is 
the person to go to. In this story, T

haddeus Ledbetter sets out to defend his actions 
that have led to In-School Suspension for the rest of the year. T

haddeus fi
nds ISS to 

be extrem
ely boring but useful. H

e uses the tim
e to take action to defend his purpose 

behind T
he T

rue Em
ergency D

rill, and create greater effi
ciency in the w

orld. 

John G
osselink uses a unique page layout to create the feeling of a student fi

le and uses 
different fonts and illustrations to portray the tone and voice of various characters w

ithin 
the story. M

r. C
ooper, U

ncle Pete, and A
A

lison have the m
ost contact w

ith T
haddeus 

and ultim
ately contribute to his defense strategies and confi

nem
ent. 

K
athryn Fry

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
e Lin

e by T
eri H

all 
Science Fiction/Fam

ily
D

ial B
ooks, 2010, 219 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-8037-3466-1

In the not so distant future, R
achel and her m

other live on the Property, far from
 

civilization and from
 the eyes of the oppressive U

nites States governm
ent. T

hey are 
dangerously close, how

ever, to the Line, an im
penetrable border betw

een the Property 
and A

w
ay. T

he Line, part of the N
ational B

order D
efense System

, keeps citizens from
 

leaving, but it also keeps the O
thers from

 getting in. R
achel and her m

other w
ork for 

M
s. M

oore, w
ho ow

ns the Property, and they live a relatively quiet life. B
ut then R

achel 
stum

bles across a garbled recording asking for help—
from

 the other side of the Line. 
H

er attem
pts to solve this m

ystery lead her to uncover dangerous secrets. 

T
his dystopian story about courage in the face of m

ortal risk presents a terrifying vision 
of the future; how

ever, it rings in the end w
ith a tentative but resounding note of hope.

M
ichael Ebling

G
ainesville, FL
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h
em
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e K

K
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N

onfi
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ights

T
h
e B

irth
 of an

 A
m

erican
 T

errorist G
rou

p
by Susan C

am
pbell B

artoletti
H

oughton M
iffl

in, 2010, 172 pp., $19.00  
ISB

N
: 978-0-618-44033-7

B
eginning in 1866 w

hen six disgruntled Southerners began a club in Pulaski, T
ennessee, 

B
artoletti traces the origins and rituals of the K

u K
lux K

lan. She carefully details the 
political clim

ate in the post-C
ivil W

ar South that laid the foundations for this vigilante 
group and explains how

 it evolved and grew
. B

ased largely on oral interview
s conducted 

seven decades after the w
ar, as w

ell as prim
ary sources, C

ongressional records, and 
archival new

spaper and m
agazine accounts, B

artoletti describes how
 m

em
bers used 

secrecy and superstition to intim
idate their victim

s. B
ack m

atter includes a C
ivil R

ights 
T

im
eline and source notes. B

artoletti allow
s the horrors and confusion caused by these 

m
en w

ho held them
selves above the law

 to be experienced vicariously through the 
haunting personal accounts of those w

ho survived their reign of terror. T
he abundant 

use of photographs and illustrations gives a sense of reality to a story that seem
s alm

ost 
fantastical at points. 

B
arbara W

ard
Pullm

an, W
A

W
h
isper by Phoebe K

itanidis 
Fantasy/R

elationships
B

alzer +
 B

ray, 2010, 281 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-179925-9

O
n the outside, Joy Stefani is a w

ell-adjusted high schooler w
hose helpful nature 

m
akes her everybody’s favorite. Inside, like her sister and m

other, Joy is able to H
ear 

W
hispers—

the innerm
ost thoughts of the people around her. Like her m

om
, Joy lis-

tens to people’s desires and helps them
. H

ow
ever, she has noticed recent changes as 

she hears shocking and hurtful thoughts, som
e of w

hich are directed tow
ard her. She 

also experiences excruciating headaches that no one seem
s able to explain or soothe.

W
hat’s m

ore, Joy’s once strong connection w
ith her older sister, Jessica, continues to 

disintegrate. Jessica view
s their ability as a curse and tries to sabotage Joy’s happiness 

and popularity. C
onfused and concerned, Joy begins to question people and experiences. 

T
hrough questioning, she fi

nds an untapped confi
dence that leads her on a m

ission to 
rescue som

eone she loves and discover the truth behind w
ho she is. 

Erin B
ridges

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
ree Q

u
arters D

ead by R
ichard Peck 

Fantasy 
D

ial B
ooks, 2010, 193 pp., $16.99  

ISB
N

: 978-0-8037-3454-8

K
erry is a sophom

ore w
ho desperately w

ants to join the popular crow
d. D

uring lunch, 
the coolest girls at school befriend her and include her in their discussion. K

erry w
ill do 

anything to m
ake sure that they continue to include her during and outside of lunch. 

H
er friends begin inviting her places and then give her tasks to perform

. She fails to 
realize that the assignm

ents given to her by these friends are hurtful to others and that 
she is being used. K

erry becom
es so w

rapped up in a w
orld of texting, prom

, and gos-
sip that she continues to perform

 her popular friends’ bidding—
even after they suffer 

a fatal car crash. A
re her friends still alive? W

ere they even dead? 

T
his story is packed w

ith intrigue and leaves the reader questioning the pow
er of the 

supernatural w
orld. K

erry begins as a m
alleable girl, but grow

s into a strong young 
w

om
an. 

Jackie Evans
B

aton R
ouge, LA
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