T o« H ¢ E

ALAN
REVIEW

smainay yoog w4 a4 % dip

A1l

AV MO0y arT
uAeH "V Qipn[

"9UO OU SN} PUB YHIq WOIj SI3SO[ N[ [93] OYM IS0}
JO P[10M 93U} OJUI SIYSISUT J[(ELIOJUIOIUN SISJJO SPIOA[NQ JO UONPUIWEXS S,[9A0U SIY}
pue ‘synpe 3unoA 10y uonoy Surdua[eyd ‘Jueliodwll saILIM SI9194 ;3uIA[[ng 10} dn 13y
3UI119S ST 9ZIS ISOYM 9)PWSSE[ MO[[3) b ‘A[ruuy 10 ‘ewoydwA| s,un{SpoH sa[ieq oym
Koq 2y} ‘euejueS YIM saduel(e [njadoy a31dsap uononnsap-jas jo yied 19y No A11ed
3US [[IM ‘U3q SABM[E SBY 3US SE PIJR[OSI PUB PISSEIRY ,, YBalj, B 9W0J3(q SBY aYs ‘UlY}
MON “1BJ SEM S 9SNeIA( A[[PUISLIO ‘S3JPWISSE[D SUnuNe) Aq PaZIUNJIA U] Sey UA[Pe(

“wod 1y3r1-ayi-y3noIyy, jo
SauI[opINS Y} SMO[[0] S S J[9SI3Y [[I 0} $110JJ9 3UIOZUO J9Y SIIA0D [9A0U JUIQINISIP
‘Inyramod sy, “A103s [njured umo I3 $3)LIM JYS 194 JdwalIe apIoINs pPalIemy) Iayjoue
01 anp yeads jouued uAeeq ‘s[ooyds Suryoims Aq 19y adea[es o3 ydwajie papmasiu
Siuared oy—jooyds s1I3 o1j0yIe) 3eAlld B SPUSle oYM U] Pa[qnoq e sI ukpeq

66'91$ ‘861 "dd ‘0107 ‘uolradAH
SI919d auuy a1ny Aq

6-8T9T-1€CP-1-826 :NdSI

Amuapy/SuIA[ng/spms Ppaq ad 1.1 SL pray nox aun] ay1 &g

VM ‘uewqng
pIep 'V BIEqieg

‘9ATIBIIRU ) Y3noIy}
A[qeroxaur g Apgns uaasom ‘Aypiqeqolid pue ‘arey ‘doueisusddey 19pIsuod 0} s1apesl
$9010] Jur[A101s paded-1se} oy ], "A[@19[dw0d priom Iy sa3UeYD JUSPIOJIE N[} B USYM
‘)sed umo 19y woly AJ[eal Ul ing ‘pIo] SnIp JAISNGe UP WO} A[QISUSISO ‘UNI 3y} U0
OS[E SI UONINED "PIPMAII AIBJ9UOW B JO JUIealp ‘s9a1de oY pue ‘d[oy SIY Spasu ays 1y}l
Juirg apensiad Iay3nep s, UeW 9} WOIJ S[[BD U0 "UONIBULIOJUI d[qen[eA Sey oY Jey}
sazireal yuig ‘Surddeupny sy 110dal erpauwl oy} udypy -duoyd [[99 $,9A1N09xd paddeu
-pry ay3 dn syoid yurrg ‘syadno a3 jo 1ed 9y} U0 I¥eISIW $S3[a1ed B YSnoly[, ‘99 0}
pasoddns s,11 1eym Aqeal 1,ust 1eyl uiddeupn] e $93s o usaym paldniIalur st ISepealq
SIY Ing °S[910Y AZILI UI SABI} 3D1AI9S WOOI WO} SI9A0}I] 3y} uo uruip Aq Apred 19a1s
9} UO SIATAINS YUI[G "S}9913$ S,01U0I0], U0 IPI[[0I UNI 3} UO SU33) oM} Jo syied ayL,

6-€86£-9€92-0-826 :N4SI 6691$ “dd 7€ ‘1107 omapue)

QWL /sAemeuny/uonori SQuO[-auUAM WIL], Aq uoynv) P yung

HO ‘211ys3I0x

Taqmm [udy

*$98UPYD Y} YIIM SULID) 01 SWOD 19y sd[9Y S9sLId asoy3 im Suiea( "1y d[oy 3, upnom
1YSIS 19y SUIARY I9YM SISLIO [BISAIS $30BJ 9US "AJI[Pal MAU I3 0} Joeal 03 3ulo8 s,ays
Moy SuIproap Yim padej SI alfeleN ‘sSuryl Auew UIes] 0} [00YIS Y} JB Wl y3noua
1uads 1, usey ays ‘Aeid sowodaq prIom I9H ‘A@19[dwod auoS y3Is Iay puy 0} SUINeMP
dIeIeN ‘SuruIowl I9qWLAON auQ JySis 19y Surso] dn pus p1p AN 3Ys JI SAIAINS O}
sAem I9Y)0 pue J[[IeIg UIEJ 0] dWIN} dARY p[nom ays 1ey) durdoy atom A3y ], "purlg ay}
10J [000S pUPTAIRIA U3} 03 1Y puas sjyuaied s,91[BIBN ‘1BIA UBWYSIJ I9Y JO JIBIS 3} IV

"19139q 198 p[nom 3ys Je) ‘9INd e 9 PNoMm 3197} Je)
paadr[eq ays “urod SIyl [NU[) ‘UOISIA I19Y SUISO[ paIed] Jys 1By} YONUW 0S PIILIOLIAIIP
pey 1Y3IS 197 1 JO 98 o) 1V "9SBIsIP 942 [eIU28U0D B [IIM UIOq SeM A[I9Y,0 SI[BIEN

0-1912¥-575-0-826 :NgSI
sSaUpUI[g/UONL]

66'91$ “dd 0pT ‘0107 ‘@[uaAn( uonng

sSutwrwn) e[[s1d Aq papispuilg

o1y ‘neuurnur)
guor1 eorssar

-diyspuatyy jo souelrodwll 9y} pue Ssof JO A101S © ST SIYL, "MOU
91e AWSUS ISWLIO} B PIEMO] S3UI[9) 19 Jeym PUB U3(q 9APY AeW PI[N[ I0J SSUI[9]
9NI} 19y JeyMm USNOoIy) sYIom sse) ‘A101s 3} INOYSNoIy [, "pPuaLyy Iey) jo Jouoy ur Aejd
9y} Surredaid jo ssaooid ay) pue (1919301 03 0) pauueld pey A3y} 219Yym) PIUIOJI[ED
0} S9USe s PIn[ SUNR{e] JO SILIOWSW 19y WOI Y10} pue Yoeq SHIYS $Se) ‘U0 Sunjiom
uaaq pey ays 1eyy Aeyd 10109s-do) e 93e1S 01 9pIOAP SpPULLY I9Y ‘Alowaw S eIM[ U]

19 INOYIIM J1 9¥ew
9Us p[nom MOH "UMOP 9pIisdn pawiny sI P[IOM S,SSB)) ‘JUSPIOJe 18D B UL PI[[IY SI PIN[
UayM “I9y y3noIyy way) yim sdIyspusllj SULIO] SSB) PUB ‘PMOID BUWIRIP 3} 0} SSBD
S90MPOIUL BI[N[ "BIN[—IS[d JUOAUE UPY} SI0W PIAO] 3YS WOYM PUSLY }$3q SUO pey
ays ‘19AamOoH ‘1113 rendodun ‘A1eUIPIO UP SP J[9s19Y JO 1Y3noy} skeme sey 943N sseD

€-07P€-L€08-0-826 ‘NdSI
9A0T

66'91¢ “dd 657 ‘0107 ‘s3o0g [e1q
puioy Amwyg Aq

/UONBIUBLIQ [ENXIG/UONDL] JNSI[edY  PpudlLLf 1sag ppad AW SurLivis 41018 aao7 v




drizzle by Kathleen Van Cleve Fantasy/Mystery/Identity

Dial Books for Young Readers, 2010, 358 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-8037-3362-6

Polly Peabody is an unusual girl growing up in an extraordinary place—her family’s
magical rhubarb farm. Although she’s at home with her best friend Harry, the chocolate
rhubarb plant, and the other creatures on the farm, Polly feels like an outcast at school.
When Grandmom dies, everything begins to unravel. Aunt Edith returns to manage the
farm. Although the farm and family thrive for years, trouble erupts when Aunt Edith
suddenly decides to sell the farm. The rain stops. The plants wilt. Polly’s brother Freddy
becomes deathly ill. It’s up to Polly and her organic friends to solve the mystery linking
the unfortunate events and save her loved ones from disaster.

This fantasy tale combines faith, science, and magic as Polly discovers the farm’s
secrets and her true identity.
Tamara Fyke
Nashville, TN

Entrapment by Michael Spooner

Relationships/Modern Communication

Margaret K. McElderry Books, 2009, 320 pp., $8.99 ISBN: 978-1-4424-0366-6

A disgruntled shrew (Annie) and a bored poet-mastermind (Johnson) team up to test
the relationships of their friends in this blithe comedy of errors. Annie convinces her
two best friends to tell their devoted boyfriends that they will be out of town for a few
weeks and unable to communicate. Meanwhile, Johnson tricks the boys into joining
a chat room where they will be welcoming two alluring foreign exchange students to
their school (the two girls in disguise). The stakes get higher and higher as the girls
attempt to steal the hearts of the boys, all the while hoping they will be faithful.

Told entirely in chat and blogs, this modern romance is an enjoyable riff on Shakespear-

ean comedy. Love is attacked with barbed words, cynical plotting, beautiful strangers,

and staunch disbelief, but still manages triumph. This book would appeal most to
students in grades 8 through 10.

Jessie Lorimer

Rogers, AR

Finding My Place by Traci L. Jones Historical Fiction/Prejudices

Farrar Straus Giroux, 2010, 181 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-374-33573-1

It is 1975 in the suburbs outside of Denver, Colorado. Tiphanie Jayne Baker is new, in
the ninth grade, and the only Black girl at her high school. She has learned from her
parents, members of the civil rights movement, how to carry herself above the fray and
outperform her peers in order to represent her race. But it’s hard for her in the face of
glaring eyes and some outspoken bigots in the hallways, especially when her friends
from her old school accuse her of becoming “whitewashed” by her new surroundings.

When she finally meets Jackie Sue, Tiphanie knows she’s found a real friend, and one
with an unbelievable vocabulary. But she quickly learns that being Black in a White com-
munity is not the only thing that keeps you outside the inner circle in ritzy Brent Hills.
Elizabeth Self
Nashville, TN

Roaring Brook Press, 2010, 281 pp., $15.99

Flirt Club by Cathleen Daly Growing Up/Humor/Friendship/Relationships

ISBN: 978-1-59643-572-8

Where was this book when I was in junior high suffering from the anxiety of being the
only girl without a boyfriend? Daly’s Flirt Club is a book about two self- proclaimed
geeky drama nerds, Annie (Bean) and Izzy (Cisco), who form Flirt Club to help them
overcome their shyness around boys and practice flirting with anyone (and anything)
that comes their way.

Told entirely through notes between Annie and Izzy, diary entries, and club minutes,
Flirt Club captures the many struggles of being an adolescent girl caught between child-
hood and womanhood, while also showing the laughter and silliness that goes along
with just being 13 years old. No matter your age, through laughter and tears, Daly’s
novel reminds us of how it feels to have butterflies in your stomach just looking at a
boy, as well as the value of a loyal friend.
Brittany Vorenkamp
Baton Rouge, LA
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Scholastic Press, 2010, 384 pp., $17.99

Half Brother by Kenneth Oppel Fiction/Experimentation

ISBN: 978-0-545-22925-8

On Ben’s 12th birthday, his mom comes home with an eight-day-old chimp. Both of
Ben’s parents are scientists, and the chimp is their new project. Ben’s father is clear
that the chimp is to be used for science, but Ben’s mother’s project has a different
twist, and she wants to really treat the chimp as a member of the family. Ben doesn’t
like Zan (the chimp) at first, but then he becomes attached to him as if he were his
little brother. When Ben’s father decides that Zan isn’t learning language as well as he
should, Zan gets sent to a refuge for chimps. When Ben realizes that Zan is going to be
sold for medical research, he steals him back. Eventually, Zan ends up in a sanctuary
where he is safe from research and can live with other chimpanzees in an appropriate
and protected environment.
April Wulber
Yorkshire, OH

Heart of a Samurai by Margi Preus Adventure/ Coming of Age/ International Travel

Amulet Books, 2010, 304 pp., $15.95 ISBN: 978-0-8109-8981-8

At 14, Manjiro is swept away from his homeland of Japan by a terrible storm. At first,
survival is all he and his crewmates worry about. But after being rescued by an Ameri-
can whaling vessel, the Japanese fishermen share the fear that the legendary “foreign
devils” will poison their minds with barbaric ways of thinking. All except Manjiro. His
curiosity and quick mind spur him to learn more about the possibilities of life beyond
the shores of his village. He even becomes friends with the ship’s captain, who even-
tually takes him to America as his adopted son. Life in America is full of opportunity
and freedom, but not without a price.

Preus’s fictional retelling of this true story will captivate readers of all ages. Including
archival illustrations by Manjiro, this hero’s tale is a fascinating look at the original
bridges built between the American and Japanese peoples.
Julee Phillips
Nashville, TN

Home Is with Our Family by Joyce Hansen Coming of Age/Abolition Movement

Disney: Jump at the Sun Books, 2010, 272 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-7868-5217-8

All that matters to Maria Peters is that she is about to turn 13—the age when she’ll be
considered grown up enough to attend abolitionist meetings. She’s driven by the mes-
sage of Sojourner Truth and longs to be a part of the anti-slavery movement. Maria’s
life becomes complicated when the city threatens to tear down the safe haven for free
blacks and escaped slaves. Maria discovers that turning 13 may signify much more
than she imagined.

Home Is with Our Family seamlessly weaves Maria’s personal story with significant
historical events. Hansen’s characters, setting, and actions create for the reader a picture
of life for free and enslaved blacks in 1855 that cannot be ignored. Readers will find
themselves confronting one of the darkest moments in American history and emerging
with a sense of hope for the nation and pride in the ones who fought to make it free.

Evelyn Baldwin

Fayetteville, AR

Viking, 2010, 135 pp., $15.99

Illyria by Elizabeth Hand Teen Romance/Family

ISBN: 978-0-670-01212-1

The Tierney cousins live shrouded in darkness, held together by memories of a great
grandmother. The two who keep the family alive are first cousins—and closest friends—
Madeline and Rogan. When they are both cast in roles in the school production of
Twelfth Night, their relationship begins to take a turn from friendship to forbidden love.
Obsessed with each other, the two begin down a dangerous path.

An intriguing combination of magical realism and a story of illicit love, Illyria at turns
surprises and shocks its readers as the characters push the boundaries of acceptability
and reality. From magical stages to attic hideaways, Hand traces the characters through
their relationships, ultimately shaping a novel that does not simply detail obsession,
but one that is unafraid to reveal its consequences as well. Illyria is an excellent novel
for any reader caught up in stories about forbidden teen love and romance.

Evelyn Baldwin

Fayetteville, AR
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The Absolute Value of Negative One Fiction/Emotional Problems

by Steve Brezenoff

Carolrhoda Lab, 2010, 290 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-0-7613-5417-8

Lily, Noah, and Simon are teenagers attending classes (when they aren’t skipping to
smoke cigarettes) at a Long Island high school. When family issues and the pressures
of becoming an adult complicate their once-simple friendships, each deals with the
changes differently. Lily worries that her love of math will betray her slacker reputa-
tion, Noah retreats to his basement to avoid an abusive father, and Simon joins the
track team to get healthy and pursue a “normal” girl.

The characters narrate the same events but from their own unique perspectives. As
the story unfolds and the plotlines interweave, the profound and poignant realization
comes to light: how deeply can you know another person—even a best friend? A series
of misunderstandings, unspoken truths, and angry outbursts claw away at the trio. As
they drift apart, they struggle to balance emotional wounds with the need to create
their own identities.

Kevin Sawyer

Nashville, TN

The Defense of Thaddeus A. Ledbetter by John Gosselink Realistic Fiction

Amulet Books, 2010, 240 pp., $14.95 ISBN: 978-0-8109-8977-1

If you are looking for the definition of a word, trying to remember the lyrics to a blues
song, or wanting to rethink the layout of a school bus, then Thaddeus A. Ledbetter is
the person to go to. In this story, Thaddeus Ledbetter sets out to defend his actions
that have led to In-School Suspension for the rest of the year. Thaddeus finds ISS to
be extremely boring but useful. He uses the time to take action to defend his purpose
behind The True Emergency Drill, and create greater efficiency in the world.

John Gosselink uses a unique page layout to create the feeling of a student file and uses

different fonts and illustrations to portray the tone and voice of various characters within

the story. Mr. Cooper, Uncle Pete, and AAlison have the most contact with Thaddeus
and ultimately contribute to his defense strategies and confinement.

Kathryn Fry

Nashville, TN

The Lighter Side of Life & Death by C. K. Kelly Martin Sex/Family/Relationships

Random House Children’s Books, 2010, 231 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-375-84588-8

Sixteen-year-old Mason thought his dreams had come true when he lost his virginity
to his best friend Kat, because now they could finally be together. However, it soon
becomes clear that Kat wants nothing more than to pretend that the night never hap-
pened. While he is trying to figure out what will happen to his relationship with Kat
(and their mutual friends, who now seem to be torn between the two), he also meets
Colette, a 23-year-old that he didn’t think he even had a chance with, until the first time
she invites him to her apartment. Unfortunately, Colette is also his new step-mom’s
sister’s best friend, so they must hide their relationship from everyone. A story about
a boy juggling his new-found sexuality, changing relationships, and a new family all
at once, this novel follows the journey that will change his life forever.
Jessica S. Joyner
Memphis, TN

The Line by Teri Hall

Science Fiction/Family

Dial Books, 2010, 219 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-8037-3466-1

In the not so distant future, Rachel and her mother live on the Property, far from
civilization and from the eyes of the oppressive Unites States government. They are
dangerously close, however, to the Line, an impenetrable border between the Property
and Away. The Line, part of the National Border Defense System, keeps citizens from
leaving, but it also keeps the Others from getting in. Rachel and her mother work for
Ms. Moore, who owns the Property, and they live a relatively quiet life. But then Rachel
stumbles across a garbled recording asking for help—from the other side of the Line.
Her attempts to solve this mystery lead her to uncover dangerous secrets.

This dystopian story about courage in the face of mortal risk presents a terrifying vision
of the future; however, it rings in the end with a tentative but resounding note of hope.
Michael Ebling
Gainesville, FL
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They Called Themselves the KKK: Nonfiction/Civil Rights

The Birth of an American Terrorist Group
by Susan Campbell Bartoletti

Houghton Mifflin, 2010, 172 pp., $19.00 ISBN: 978-0-618-44033-7

Beginning in 1866 when six disgruntled Southerners began a club in Pulaski, Tennessee,
Bartoletti traces the origins and rituals of the Ku Klux Klan. She carefully details the
political climate in the post-Civil War South that laid the foundations for this vigilante
group and explains how it evolved and grew. Based largely on oral interviews conducted
seven decades after the war, as well as primary sources, Congressional records, and
archival newspaper and magazine accounts, Bartoletti describes how members used
secrecy and superstition to intimidate their victims. Back matter includes a Civil Rights
Timeline and source notes. Bartoletti allows the horrors and confusion caused by these
men who held themselves above the law to be experienced vicariously through the
haunting personal accounts of those who survived their reign of terror. The abundant
use of photographs and illustrations gives a sense of reality to a story that seems almost
fantastical at points.

Barbara Ward

Pullman, WA

Three Quarters Dead by Richard Peck Fantasy

Dial Books, 2010, 193 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-8037-3454-8

Kerry is a sophomore who desperately wants to join the popular crowd. During lunch,
the coolest girls at school befriend her and include her in their discussion. Kerry will do
anything to make sure that they continue to include her during and outside of lunch.
Her friends begin inviting her places and then give her tasks to perform. She fails to
realize that the assignments given to her by these friends are hurtful to others and that
she is being used. Kerry becomes so wrapped up in a world of texting, prom, and gos-
sip that she continues to perform her popular friends’ bidding—even after they suffer
a fatal car crash. Are her friends still alive? Were they even dead?

This story is packed with intrigue and leaves the reader questioning the power of the

supernatural world. Kerry begins as a malleable girl, but grows into a strong young
woman.

Jackie Evans

Baton Rouge, LA

Whisper by Phoebe Kitanidis

Fantasy/Relationships

Balzer + Bray, 2010, 281 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-179925-9

On the outside, Joy Stefani is a well-adjusted high schooler whose helpful nature
makes her everybody’s favorite. Inside, like her sister and mother, Joy is able to Hear
Whispers—the innermost thoughts of the people around her. Like her mom, Joy lis-
tens to people’s desires and helps them. However, she has noticed recent changes as
she hears shocking and hurtful thoughts, some of which are directed toward her. She
also experiences excruciating headaches that no one seems able to explain or soothe.

What’s more, Joy’s once strong connection with her older sister, Jessica, continues to

disintegrate. Jessica views their ability as a curse and tries to sabotage Joy’s happiness

and popularity. Confused and concerned, Joy begins to question people and experiences.

Through questioning, she finds an untapped confidence that leads her on a mission to
rescue someone she loves and discover the truth behind who she is.

Erin Bridges

Nashville, TN

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Melanie Hundley

1021 Delmas Ave.

Nashville, TN 37216-3630
To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Melanie Hundley at melanie.hundley @ Vanderbilt.edu.
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