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D
rou

gh
t by Pam

 B
achorz

 D
ystopia/O

ppression
Egm

ont, 2011, 392 pp., $17.99
 ISB

N
: 978-1-60684-016-0

For 200 years, R
uby Prosser has been collecting W

ater. Enslaved by the cruel D
arw

in
W

est and his gang of O
verseers, R

uby and her C
ongregation m

ust scour the w
oods 

each day for the special healing W
ater, w

hich has sustained their lives for m
any years 

but also fueled the greed and oppression surrounding R
uby’s com

m
unity. 

W
aiting for their savior O

tto w
hile enduring the hardship of slavery is the C

ongrega­
tion’s chosen purpose, but w

hen R
uby m

eets the new
 O

verseer Ford, she questions 
the w

isdom
 of the C

ongregants. C
arrying the secret of the W

ater in her blood, w
hich 

she adds to the W
ater every night, R

uby m
ust choose betw

een sustaining her people 
or venturing outside the w

oods for the chance at a norm
al life. M

ysterious characters, 
forbidden love, and one girl’s quest for freedom

 create a gripping story about loyalty, 
leadership, and purpose in a w

orld w
here suffering is profound and salvation uncertain. 

M
eredith Suits
Franklin, T

N
 

Figh
tin

g in
 th

e Sh
ade by Sterling W

atson 
Sports/ B

elonging/M
asculinity

A
kashic B

ooks, 2011, 330pp., $15.95
 ISB

N
: 978-1-936070-98-5

T
he year is 1964. B

illy D
yer has just m

oved to the Florida C
oast w

ith his new
ly divorced 

and secretive alcoholic father. B
illy fi

nds a place in the tow
n on the high school football 

team
, the Spartans. M

uch like the original Spartans, being on the team
 is a sym

bol of 
honor, pain, and elitism

. A
 bad hazing scene gone w

rong forces B
illy into exile from

 
the team

. B
illy and his father are forced to m

ake decisions that could potentially affect 
their lives w

ithin the new
 tow

n forever.

T
his story captures the essence of w

hat it m
eans to grow

 up, to com
e into oneself as 

part of society. T
he challenge of w

anting to belong versus doing w
hat is right is the 

dom
inant them

e. B
illy, his father, and the reader learn that life’s decisions don’t alw

ays 
turn out the w

ay w
e plan. T

his tale transcends tim
e, and w

ill be enjoyed by football 
and history fans. 

K
im

 C
oyle

N
ashville, T

N
 

Freak M
agn

et by A
ndrew

 A
useon 

G
rief/Interpersonal R

elationships/Fam
ily

H
arperT

een, 2010, 293 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-113926-0

W
hen “freak” C

harlie W
yatt spies “m

agnet” G
loria A

boud in a coffee shop, he falls 
instantly in love and, despite w

arnings from
 a friend, does everything he can to m

eet 
her. T

hey have m
ore in com

m
on than a cup of coffee. B

oth suffer from
 incredible 

loss and grief—
C

harlie’s m
other is bedridden w

ith a debilitating illness and G
loria’s 

brother w
as killed in A

fghanistan. C
harlie copes by feigning courage as he w

ears his 
used Superm

an costum
e under his clothes, w

hile G
loria does everything she can to 

annoy her m
other.

A
ndrew

 A
useon tells this unique story from

 both characters’ point of view
 by alternat­

ing chapters. Freak M
agn

et isn’t afraid to touch on tim
ely, diffi

cult topics and uses tw
o 

likeable characters to address the issues. T
eens w

ill root for this unlikely couple to 
help each other through the m

ost diffi
cult tim

es in their lives. T
he book w

ould appeal 
to teens, ages 14 and up. 

A
nne M

inton
Fayetteville, A

R
 

H
ey, 13! by G

ary Soto 
Short Story C

ollection/G
row

ing U
p

H
oliday H

ouse, 2011, 197 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8234-2395-8

H
ey, 13! is a collection of short stories about the pains and joys of being thirteen. T

he 
adolescents in Soto’s story collection experience the m

ultiple w
ays in w

hich their 
expectations do not m

atch their actual experiences. In T
he C

am
pus T

our, a young girl 
visits a college cam

pus expecting to see students studying, professors in tw
eed jackets, 

and people carrying on academ
ic discussions about literature or science. W

hat she 
experiences is com

pletely different. In It’s N
ot N

ice to Stare, a young girl struggles w
ith 

staring and self-im
age. In A

 Sim
ple Plan

, a boy is forced to abandon the fam
ily’s dog. 

Soto’s stories capture the naiveté and uncertainty that com
es w

ith w
anting desperately 

to be older. T
hese stories focus on issues of choice, perception, fam

ily, self-im
age, and 

honor. Like H
ow

e’s 13: T
hirteen

 Stories T
hat C

apture the A
gon

y an
d Ecstasy of B

ein
g 

T
hirteen

, this collection show
s w

hat it is like to grow
 up. 

M
elanie H

undley
N

ashville, T
N
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M
e, M

yself, an
d Ike by K

. L. D
enm

an 
Identity/Friendship

O
rca B

ook Publishers, 2009, 192 pp., $12.95 
ISB

N
:-978-1-55469-086-2

K
it Latim

er used to be happy. N
ow

, K
it is a shell of him

self, and he w
on’t let his inner 

feelings out to anybody. H
e begins to plan his ow

n dem
ise; heroic and fi

tting, he plans 
to freeze him

self as a hum
an tim

e capsule. H
is pushy new

 friend, Ike, guides him
 on 

his journey, advising on w
hich things should be frozen w

ith K
it. K

it needs to com
e to 

his senses before it’s too late, but can he w
ith Ike’s questionable guidance? 

K
. L. D

enm
an provides a look at m

ental illness through K
it. H

er fi
rst-person retelling is 

rem
iniscent of Fight C

lub and provides a good story for children to read and get caught 
up in. K

it’s story is one of scary perseverance, and his fam
ily’s attem

pts to save him
 

are w
isely cham

pioned by D
enm

an throughout. T
he story is com

pelling and offers an 
interesting take on w

hat teenage m
ental illness looks like. 

M
ax G

ertz
A

tlanta, G
A

 

O
kay for N

ow
 by G

ary D
. Schm

idt 
Fiction/Fam

ily/T
een Life

C
larion B

ooks, 2011, 360 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-547-15260-8

Living in a hom
e he has appropriately called “T

he D
um

p,” D
oug Sw

ieteck is the new
 

kid in a sm
all tow

n. B
etw

een his abusive father and bullying brother, D
oug doesn’t 

have m
uch to look forw

ard to during his new
 year at W

ashington Irving Junior H
igh.

T
he anticipated arrival of his other brother from

 V
ietnam

 can only m
ake things w

orse. 
H

ow
ever, D

oug’s life begins to change w
hen he steps into M

arysville Public Library 
and spots John Jam

es A
udubon’s B

irds of A
m

erica. D
iscovering the pow

er of creativity, 
D

oug begins a search that leads him
 to people and places w

ithin M
arysville that he 

never knew
 existed. G

ary D
. Schm

idt’s second novel about D
oug Sw

ieteck w
ill rem

ind 
the reader w

hy the transform
ative pow

er of art w
ill alw

ays trium
ph over despair. 

K
atie H

arris
N

ashville, T
N

 

M
y Favorite B

an
d D

oes N
ot E

xist by R
obert Jeschonek 

Fantasy/ R
om

ance/ Identity
C

larion B
ooks, 2011, 324 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-547-37027-9

Idea D
eity is going to die in chapter 64. Idea believes that he is a vital character in a 

book w
ritten by a belligerent narrator, and he is destined to die. T

hen there is R
eacher 

M
irage, a lead singer in a band that Idea is supposed to have m

ade up in an Internet 
hoax. R

eacher and Idea com
e together in the fantastical novel they are both reading—

 
Fireskulls’s R

even
an

t.

T
he w

eaving of the three intricate plots m
akes the story a little diffi

cult to follow
 at 

fi
rst. H

ow
ever, once the realities of the characters intertw

ine, the reader is in for a 
roller-coaster ride of suspense. M

y Favorite B
an

d D
oes N

ot Exist is a thrilling com
bina­

tion of fantasy and reality w
here one discovers that both w

orlds can coexist through 
the im

agination. 
K

im
 C

oyle
N

ashville, T
N

 

O
rigin

al Sin
 by Lisa D

esrochers 
Paranorm

al R
om

ance/Fantasy/R
elationships

T
O

R
/A

 T
om

 D
oherty A

ssociates B
ook, 400 pp., $9.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7653-2809-0

Frannie C
avanaugh has everything she has ever w

anted; after all, her love has turned 
dem

on Luc into a m
ortal in love w

ith her. U
nder his w

atchful eye and the care of her 
guardian angel brother M

att, she should be safe. N
evertheless, Lucifer w

ants his dem
on 

back, and he also w
ants Frannie for reasons that are revealed late in the book. T

he 
dem

ons he sends w
ill stop at nothing to do his bidding.

In the second book of the Personal D
em

ons series, the battle of good and evil rages on 
w

ith Frannie’s soul hanging in the balance. T
em

ptation surrounds Frannie, and it m
ay 

be only a m
atter of tim

e before she falls from
 grace. B

ecause the story’s perspectives 
shift am

ong the characters, readers know
 a lot m

ore about w
hat’s going on than Fran­

nie and her friends do. R
eaders w

ill be draw
n to this independent-m

inded teen w
ho 

vacillates betw
een tw

o angelic guys. 
B

arbara A
. W

ard
Pullm

an, W
A
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T
h
e C

h
esh

ire C
h
eese C

at: A
 D

icken
s of a T

ale 
Intrigue/H

istorical Fiction/
R

elationships
by C

arm
en A

gra D
eedy &

 R
andall W

right (Illus. B
arry M

oser)
Peachtree Publishers, 2011, 229 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-56145-595-9

In the nineteenth cenury, Skilly, an alley cat, carries a secret. H
e loves to eat cheese, 

not m
ice. Skilly contrives to be allow

ed to live in Y
e O

lde C
heshire C

heese, a tavern 
frequented by D

ickens, T
hackery, and other w

riters. Secrets abound in the story. D
ickens 

quickly takes note of the grow
ing friendship betw

een Skilly and Pip, the m
ouse. W

hen 
Skilly’s nem

esis, Pinch, a ferocious alley cat, m
oves into the inn, m

ayhem
 breaks out. 

Even Q
ueen V

ictoria m
akes an appearance.

T
he story is com

pelling, the w
ordplay charm

ing, the vocabulary enriching, and the use 
of 19th-century English enlightening. T

his is a good book for English class. B
arry M

oser’s 
illustrations seem

 to m
ake the characters jum

p off the page. T
he reader now

 know
s 

w
here D

ickens received the ideas for his fam
ous beginning to T

he T
ale of T

w
o C

ities!
Joy Frerichs

C
hatsw

orth, G
A

 

T
h
e E

n
d of th

e Lin
e by A

ngela C
errito 

Social Issues/Identity/G
uilt

H
oliday H

ouse, 2011, 212 pp., $17.95 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8234-2287-6

“R
yan w

as dead, and I w
as a m

urderer,” claim
s 13-year-old R

obbie in his fi
rst-person 

account of his struggle at G
reat O

aks School for juvenile delinquents. R
obbie is cold 

and hungry; how
ever, the only w

ay to get food and blankets is to earn points. H
e m

ust 
follow

 all of the rules, listen to the adults, and com
e to grips w

ith w
hy he is in solitary 

confi
nem

ent. T
hrough fl

ashbacks and his lists of identifying qualities, R
obbie tells his 

tale of how
 he becam

e incarcerated. T
he En

d of the Lin
e is a pow

erful and suspenseful 
tale that asks the reader to confront these questions: did R

obbie m
ean to kill his friend 

R
yan or did he kill him

 by accident? N
o m

atter how
 you answ

er the question, you con­
tinually w

ant to sym
pathize w

ith R
obbie and the m

iserable, horrifying circum
stances 

in w
hich he fi

nds him
self. 

K
im

 C
oyle

N
ashville, T

N
 

T
h
e C

oven
’s D

au
gh

ter by Lucy Jago 
W

itchcraft/H
istorical Fiction

H
yperion, 2011, 256 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4231-3843-3

A
s a bastard child living in the late 1500s, C

ecily Perryn is proud of her job as poultry 
girl at the grand M

ontacute H
ouse, even though she is shunned by m

ost of her village, 
except for her best friend W

illiam
. O

n her 13th birthday, C
ess discovers a m

ysterious 
locket in the poultry house just as the villagers discover the dead body of a young m

an 
from

 a neighboring village. D
uring that night, W

illiam
 goes m

issing, and C
ess know

s she 
m

ust save W
illiam

 to prove her innocence before the tow
nspeople begin a w

itch hunt. 

T
hrough this adventure, C

ess becom
es entangled in an intriguing plot to m

urder Q
ueen 

Elizabeth and restore C
atholicism

 to pow
er in England. B

ut m
ore im

portant, C
ess dis­

covers the origins of her ow
n fam

ily and m
ust confront her ow

n w
itch heritage. Jago’s 

novel is intended for older readers that can analyze serious topics, such as illegitim
acy, 

w
itchcraft, and violence. 

Erica C
ain

N
ashville, T

N
 

T
h
e Jagu

ar Ston
es, B

ook T
w

o: T
h
e E

n
d of th

e W
orld C

lu
b 

A
dventure/Fiction

by J&
P V

oelkel
Egm

ont, 2011, 384 pp., $ 16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-60684-072-6

A
s the second book of T

he Jaguar Stones adventure trilogy, T
he En

d of the W
orld 

C
lub brings M

ax M
urphy and his M

ayan friend Lola back to save the w
orld from

 the 
villainous Lords of D

eath. R
acing against tim

e, M
ax and Lola m

ust travel to the heart 
of Spain to retrieve the legendary Y

ellow
 Jaguar Stone from

 M
ax’s ancestor’s castle 

and return it to X
ibalba. M

ax and Lola m
ust overcom

e unprecedented challenges to 
uncover the horrifying secrets of the Y

ellow
 Jaguar Stone. W

ill M
ax succeed or w

ill 
he and his parents be condem

ned to live out the rest of their lives trapped in X
ibalba? 

T
his fast-paced action-adventure novel surpasses its prequel, and is fi

lled w
ith M

ayan 
folklore and entertaining hum

or that w
ill keep teen readers highly entertained. T

he En
d 

of the W
orld C

lub is an easily recom
m

ended novel to pique the interests of adolescent 
readers in history and m

ythology. 
C

hristine C
hau

Staten Island, N
Y
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T
h
in

gs I K
n
ow

 abou
t Love by K

ate le V
ann 

R
om

ance/R
ealistic Fiction/Illness

Egm
ont, 2010, 153 pp., $15.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-60684-078-8

Livia Stow
e is a 17-year-old B

rit off to A
m

erica for a sum
m

er holiday. She keeps a 
blog about the experience, but it has a set purpose: Livia is on a m

ission to fi
gure out 

love. T
his trip, and her goal, is com

plicated by her struggles w
ith leukem

ia. Finally 
in rem

ission, Livia looks forw
ard to a chance at a norm

al life and sees her trip as a 
new

 beginning. H
er hope continues to grow

 once she m
eets A

dam
, a fellow

 B
rit also 

visiting A
m

erica. T
heir rom

ance, and its heartbreaking conclusion, m
ake Livia’s story 

im
possible to put dow

n.

Le V
ann captures the voice of a teenager looking for love in this short and fast-paced 

novel. T
he story doesn’t dw

ell on Livia’s cancer, so it’s suited for readers looking for 
a lighter read. It’s a novel that w

ill m
ake readers sm

ile, laugh, and cry along w
ith the 

characters from
 start to fi

nish. 
K

elly G
otkin

N
ashville, T

N
 

W
ith

er by Lauren D
eStefano 

M
arriage/Science/D

ystopia/Sex/R
elationships

Sim
on &

 Schuster B
FY

R
, 2011, 385 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4424-0905-7

Scientists, searching for a w
ay to m

ake people disease-free and alm
ost im

m
ortal, tam

­
pered w

ith hum
anity’s D

N
A

. T
he fi

rst generation w
ho received this tam

pering w
ere 

nearly im
m

ortal; how
ever, in the next generations, m

ales die at age 25 and fem
ales die 

at 20. O
ur heroine, R

hine Ellery, 16 and full of life and cunning, is kidnapped to be the 
w

ife of Linden V
aughn, a w

ealthy, kind, and naive husband. Linden’s father, an am
bi­

tious scientist, is the m
aster of the m

ansion. H
is drive to invent a vaccine supersedes 

any sort of m
oral code. W

hen R
hine realizes the horror of her situation, she becom

es 
set on fi

nding an escape. B
y rejecting her im

prisonm
ent, R

hine asserts the value of her 
life, in spite of its inevitable brevity.

D
eStefano’s dystopia is full of rich, sensory surprises—

each scene expertly designed 
w

ith an ostentatious and futuristic fl
are. 

R
achel W

heeler
Scarsdale, N

Y
 

W
ords in

 th
e D

u
st by T

rent R
eedy 

A
fghanistan/W

ar/D
eform

ity/Literacy
A

rthur A
. Levine B

ooks, 2011, 272 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-5452-6125-8

B
orn w

ith a cleft lip, Z
ulaikha, 13, is no beauty, and she is teased constantly because of 

her deform
ity. Even though her days are fi

lled w
ith household chores in her traditional 

A
fghani fam

ily, she dream
s of having m

ore. A
t fi

rst her dream
s are sm

all: m
aybe one 

day she w
ill fi

nd a husband, and she and her beloved sister can be together. H
ope blos­

som
s w

hen A
m

erican soldiers arrange surgery to fi
x her face; then she m

eets M
eena, 

a form
er professor w

ho teaches her to read and w
rite. A

s Z
ulaikha slow

ly em
braces 

the possibilities that lie ahead, her beautiful older sister’s m
arriage to a careless older

m
an leads to unnecessary tragedy.

T
he poetic language and details about A

fghani custom
s provide a glim

pse into a w
orld 

w
here m

uch is changing w
hile m

uch stays the sam
e. B

ack m
atter includes a glossary, 

an author’s note, and suggested reading lists, offering m
ore for interested readers. 

B
arbara A

. W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d

a copy of th
e book to:

M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley

1021 D
elm

as A
ve.

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630
T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er,
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
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