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Dark of the Moon by Tracy Barrett Juvenile Fiction/Mythology

Harcourt Children’s Books, 2011, 320 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-547-58132-3

Ariadne and Theseus are like many teenagers. She loves her kind mother, simple
brother, and garrulous friends. He loves his helpful stepfather and flighty mother. Life
is a little different for them, however: Ariadne’s mother takes the form of a goddess
for three days out of every year; her brother is confused for the murderous Minotaur;
Theseus’s true father may be Poseidon or the king of Athens. For them to reach their
fate, they may need to take away what is most precious to the other.

Barrett expertly weaves her story from the strands of both Ariadne’s and Theseus’s

viewpoints to create a world both of its time and pertinent to now. Older teenagers who

can appreciate discussions on the intersection of religion and politics, handle implied

scenes of sex and violence, and enjoy new twists on often-told stories will find much
to cherish here.

Walt Colt

Nashville, TN

Divergent by Veronica Roth

Dystopian Fiction/Identity

HarperCollins, 2011, 487 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-06-202402-2

Beatrice Prior must make a decision—one that will change the course of her life for-
ever. On Choosing Day each year, 16-year-olds across dystopian Chicago must devote
themselves to one of five factions, each committed to the cultivation of a particular
virtue. On one hand, Beatrice can remain in Abnegation and live a quiet life with her
family; on the other, she can be true to herself and join a rival faction. Regardless of
her choice, Beatrice must be careful not to divulge a secret she has been warned to
keep—a secret that can unravel society as she knows it.

Amidst budding friendships and oft-confusing romance, Beatrice struggles to come to

terms with the decisions she has made and their unimaginable consequences. Despite

its similarity to other dystopian novels, Divergent’s depiction of adolescence rings true.
Growing up isn’t easy, and growing up with a terrible secret is just plain hard.

Alex Ivey

Brentwood, TN

Friends with Boys by Faith Erin Hicks Friendship/Family/Identity

First Second Books, 2012, 213 pp., $15.99 ISBN: 978-1-59643-556-8

After years of home schooling, Maggie’s mother abandons the family and leaves Mag-
gie to navigate a local school system and its social structures. Having grown up in a
house full of men, particularly three brothers with whom she always tried to fit in,
Maggie regrets not interacting more with her mother and learning “girly things.” Maggie
establishes her own circle of friends when she befriends a vocal and colorful Lucy and
her brother Alistair (on whom Maggie develops her first crush). As Maggie attempts to
deal with a spirit haunting her since she was a child, she learns that no matter what
one goes through in life, forming genuine bonds with those on whom we can rely and
from whom we can seek comfort should be our priority. The black-and-white coloring
adds a nice somber tone to resonate emotional power, capturing a textual tone that
moves from comedic to serious.
Brian Kelley
New York, NY

From Bad to Cursed by Katie Alender Supernatural/Ghosts

Hyperion, 2011, 448 pp., $9.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-3471-8

This second installment of the Bad Girls Don’t Die series finds sisters in trouble with
the spirit world. Kasey has made it home in time to start school after an evil spirit pos-
sessed her. Alexis begins to worry when Kasey slips into a strange group of girls called
The Sunshine Club. Kasey and Alexis must work together to find a way to get rid of
Aralt before the other Sunshiners learn of their plan. Throw in a breezy love interest
who flits by in the first and last 50 pages, murderous plots, X-File-type government
agents, and high school homework, and you get the gist.

Fans of the supernatural will enjoy this book. Young women will appreciate a cast
of female characters who can take care of themselves and each other. While it is the
second book of the series, reading the first book is not a must.
Sarah Cosey
Jackson, GA
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Money Boy by Paul Yee

Adolescent Fiction/Coming of Age

Groundwood Books, 2011, 184 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-1-55498-093-2

Ray has recently emigrated with his family from China because his father, Ba, believes
there will be more opportunities available to them in Canada. However, after discovering
his son’s homosexuality, Ba forces Ray out of the house and onto the streets where he
must fend for himself. In a journey in which he discovers the different aspects of being
a Chinese immigrant and a homosexual man, Ray sells his body on the streets in order
to survive. Living away from home, he learns appreciation for both the values of his
old life and those of the previously unfamiliar world outside of his family.

Yee’s novel explores a variety of social and moral issues, such as immigration, homo-

sexuality, and the power of money. Through his naive protagonist, Yee makes con-

nections between wealth and virtues like honor and freedom, raising questions about
what it means to truly possess these qualities.

Tory Cortes

Charleston, SC

My Friend Dahmer by Derf Backderf Graphic Novel/Memoir

Abrams ComicArts, 2012, 224 pp., $24.95 ISBN: 978-1-4197-0216-7

Derf Backderf and his friends don’t know what to make of the new Jeffrey Dahmer.
This previously shy loner is making a name for himself as a high school class clown
with few inhibitions and a remarkable wit. Backderf’s friends, The Dahmer Fan Club,
embrace (and exploit) Dahmer’s new public persona, but, faced with serious indica-
tions that Dahmer’s public displays are hiding something deeply wrong, they struggle
to keep him at a safe distance.

Backderf is careful to reveal Dahmer as a tragic figure whose home life, sexual iden-

tity, and hidden thoughts and urges lead him down what seems an inexorable path of

isolation and alcoholism. While Backderf does not excuse Dahmer’s behavior in high

school or beyond, he asks a question that the reader can’t help but ask at every page,
“Where were the damn adults?”

Jesse Gray

Nashville, TN

Lerner Publishing Group, 2012, 107 pp., $7.95

Out of Control by Rick Jasper Fiction/Sports

ISBN: 978-0-7613-8538-7

“What would Dad say if I quit?” wondered Carlos “Trip” Costas as he contemplated his
future baseball career. Since he was little, his father, Julio, taught him everything he
knew about how the game of baseball is played. His father financially supported the
team, ensuring they had the best of everything, including the nicest hotels for travel
games and a part-time trainer. Believing Trip could make it in the big leagues, Julio
pushed his son, at times too far, yelling from the stands at multiple games. Despite
Trip’s pleas, his dad threatens to stop financially supporting the team if Trip decides
to sit himself on the bench. Torn between trying to please his father and pursuing his
passion for music, a tragic event teaches Julio about what is really important in life.
Libby Byrnes
Alpharetta, GA

Pregnant Pause by Han Nolan Realistic Fiction/Teen Pregnancy

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2011, 340 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-15-206570-6

Eleanor Crowe is a very stubborn and rebellious 16-year-old girl who has been in and
out of trouble. Now she’s pregnant. After announcing her pregnancy, Eleanor feels as
though her world is crashing down around her, and everyone is slowly turning their
backs on her when she needs them the most. Her parents are frustrated with her and
have left for Kenya, her in-laws are not her biggest fans, her husband is not very sup-
portive, and she’s not even sure if she wants to be married. On top of it all, she is stuck
working at a camp for overweight children for the summer.

This story chronicles Eleanor’s journey as she wrestles with the decision of whether

or not she should keep her baby. Han tells an insightful and compelling story about
self-discovery, growth, and what it is like to be 16 and pregnant.

La’Toya Wade

Smyrna, TN
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The Future of Us by Jay Asher and Carolyn Mackler Fiction/Relationships/Destiny

Razorbill, 2011, 356 pp., $12.91 ISBN: 978-1-59514-491-1

Set in 1996, Josh and Emma are not the constantly wired teenagers of today. Josh has
just given Emma a free AOL trial cd rom for her new computer. Upon logging on, Emma
sees a page that has all her personal information and pictures. Emma has stumbled onto
herself 15 years in the future, on Facebook. Josh is there, too, but their profiles do not
remain static, rather the smallest actions throughout their days cause ripples in time,
where their Facebook profiles and subsequently their futures change with every click.

This novel not only examines how we write our destinies, but also to what extent our

future is written in technology. Asher and Mackler’s compelling depictions force the

reader to examine the simultaneous help and hindrance that lies in current technology,

keeping the reader guessing about the future of Emma and Josh as well at the future
of humanity.

Meghan Anderson

San Diego, CA

The Name of the Star by Maureen Johnson Mystery

Putnam Juvenile, 2011, 372 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-399-25660-8

When Rory Deveraux’s parents take a sabbatical to England during her senior year, she
chooses to spend it at boarding school in London. But it just happens to be the same
time someone is copying Jack the Ripper’s famous 1888 murders near the very school
Rory attends. The more London and all of England get swept up in “Rippermania,” the
fewer leads the police have. But then Rory sees someone. Is he the new Ripper? Why
did no one else see him? And what will happen to Rory now that she’s the only witness?

As Rory’s journey takes her above and below modern London in this exciting read,

it’s easy to get swept up with her. From romance to mystery, humor to suspense, and

everywhere in between, Johnson’s story of an American teen with amazing capabili-
ties is a worthwhile read.

Kate Mitchell

Cape Elizabeth, ME

The Near Witch by Victoria Schwab Fantasy/Family

Hyperion Books for Children, 2011, 228 pp., $10.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-3787-0

A child is missing in the town of Near, a mysterious place that bears the legacy of
witchcraft. Town leaders suspect a young male stranger whose arrival in Near coincides
with the disappearance of the child, but Lexi Harris, a spitfire girl who is determined to
find answers, befriends the young man, Cole, and is sure he has nothing to do with the
kidnapping. As the nights go by, more children disappear from their beds and hostility
grows toward the stranger. Lexi persists in her search for answers and discovers more
about Near than she might like to know as she is led down a trail of history to the true
story of the Near Witch.

Schwab’s storytelling is rich with descriptive detail, and students, particularly female
students, will identify with Lexi, who is frustrated by the limits set upon her by the
adults in her life. She is anxious to be free from stereotypes of what a girl “should” be.
Rachel Van Dyke

Nashville, TN

The Statistical Probability of Love at First Sight Romance/Family Relationships

by Jennifer E. Smith

Poppy/Little, Brown, 2012, 236 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-316-12238-2

The four minutes that cause Hadley Sullivan to miss her flight to London might change
her life. As she waits for the next available flight, she meets Oliver, a Brit who is also
on his way to London. They end up sitting together and sharing secrets that result in
their bonding during the flight. After a kiss, they somehow get separated at Heathrow
Airport. Although Hadley reluctantly heads off to her father’s wedding, she can’t get
Oliver out of her mind, and once the ceremony is over, she relies on the only clues
she has to where he might be. But just as Hadley’s father is starting a new life, part of
Oliver’s life is ending, and Hadley arrives at the most inopportune moment. Fans of
Anna and the French Kiss will relish this book about love, taking chances, and forgive-
ness, and may decide to book a flight to Europe.

Barbara Ward

Pullman, WA
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Egmont, 2011, 368 pp., $17.99

Trial by Fire by Jennifer Lynn Barnes Werewolves/Family/Fantasy

ISBN: 978-1-60684-168-6

Bryn, the human Alpha of a pack of werewolves, is settling into her position as leader.
She knows that she doesn’t fully understand werewolf politics and rules, but she does
the best she can to figure out how to keep her pack together and safe. Pack safety is
challenged with the arrival of a teenage werewolf named Lucas. He shows up on Bryn’s
front porch, bleeding and injured, and wants Bryn’s protection. Is Lucas who he says
he is? Does he have an ulterior motive for coming to Bryn’s pack?

Bryn has to choose between the safety of her pack and her humanity. She will have

to face and fight her greatest challenge alone. Bryn, a strong, female, human Alpha,

challenges the expectations of were society, and this novel challenges the expectations
of the current vein of werewolf novels.

Melanie Hundley

Nashville, TN

Tris & Izzie by Mette Harrison

Magic/Teen Romance

Egmont USA, 2011, 267 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-60684-257-7

In many respects, Izzie’s life is already a fairy tale. She reigns as queen bee of Tintagel
High with best friend Branna and perfect basketball captain boyfriend Mark always
at her side. Beautiful, brainy, and beloved, 1zzie seems to have it all. But Izzie has a
secret. Beneath picture perfect appearances exists a mysterious, unpredictable world of
magic. And when Tristan, a strikingly handsome stranger, arrives at Tintagel, 1zzie’s
two worlds collide, and a supernatural adventure begins.

One love potion, or “philtre” gone awry sets the tone for Harrison’s brew of high

school drama mixed with a legendary love story. Izzie must face magical foes and

heartache alike as she unravels the truth of her past. In so doing, she seeks her true
place between two worlds.

Virginia Hornblower

Snowmass Village, CO

Carolrhoda Lab, 2011, 306 pp., $17.95

Ultraviolet by R. J. Anderson Mystery/Science Fiction

ISBN: 978-0-7613-7408-4

Shortly after waking up in a hospital, 16-year-old Alison is transferred to the Pine Hills
Psychiatric Treatment Centre. At first her memory is hazy, but as she spends more
time in Pine Hills, Alison realizes that she is the prime suspect in a bizarre murder
case. Although she has confessed to murdering Tori Beaugrand, high school golden
girl, the police cannot locate Tori’s body, and even Alison can’t quite explain how Tori
managed to disappear into thin air.

Everything changes, though, when a mysterious scientist visits the center and takes
an interest in Alison and the unusual sensory powers that she has had ever since her
youth. With his help, Alison is not only able to figure out what really happened to
Tori, but also discover the true capacity of her extraordinary abilities. Anderson builds
her story up slowly at first; however, the plot’s many shocking twists will grab hold of
readers and keep them guessing until the very end.
Diana Liu
Nashville, TN

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Melanie Hundley

1021 Delmas Ave.

Nashville, TN 37216-3630
To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Melanie Hundley at melanie.hundley @ Vanderbilt.edu.
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