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 by T
racy B

arrett 
Juvenile Fiction/M

ythology
H

arcourt C
hildren’s B

ooks, 2011, 320 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-547-58132-3

A
riadne and T

heseus are like m
any teenagers. She loves her kind m

other, sim
ple 

brother, and garrulous friends. H
e loves his helpful stepfather and fl

ighty m
other. Life 

is a little different for them
, how

ever: A
riadne’s m

other takes the form
 of a goddess 

for three days out of every year; her brother is confused for the m
urderous M

inotaur; 
T

heseus’s true father m
ay be Poseidon or the king of A

thens. For them
 to reach their 

fate, they m
ay need to take aw

ay w
hat is m

ost precious to the other.

B
arrett expertly w

eaves her story from
 the strands of both A

riadne’s and T
heseus’s 

view
points to create a w

orld both of its tim
e and pertinent to now

. O
lder teenagers w

ho 
can appreciate discussions on the intersection of religion and politics, handle im

plied 
scenes of sex and violence, and enjoy new

 tw
ists on often-told stories w

ill fi
nd m

uch 
to cherish here.
 

W
alt C

olt
 

N
ashville, T

N

Frien
ds w

ith
 B

oys by Faith Erin H
icks 

Friendship/Fam
ily/Identity

First Second B
ooks, 2012, 213 pp., $15.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-59643-556-8

A
fter years of hom

e schooling, M
aggie’s m

other abandons the fam
ily and leaves M

ag-
gie to navigate a local school system

 and its social structures. H
aving grow

n up in a 
house full of m

en, particularly three brothers w
ith w

hom
 she alw

ays tried to fi
t in, 

M
aggie regrets not interacting m

ore w
ith her m

other and learning “girly things.” M
aggie 

establishes her ow
n circle of friends w

hen she befriends a vocal and colorful Lucy and 
her brother A

listair (on w
hom

 M
aggie develops her fi

rst crush). A
s M

aggie attem
pts to 

deal w
ith a spirit haunting her since she w

as a child, she learns that no m
atter w

hat 
one goes through in life, form

ing genuine bonds w
ith those on w

hom
 w

e can rely and 
from

 w
hom

 w
e can seek com

fort should be our priority. T
he black-and-w

hite coloring 
adds a nice som

ber tone to resonate em
otional pow

er, capturing a textual tone that 
m

oves from
 com

edic to serious.
B

rian K
elley

N
ew

 Y
ork, N

Y

D
ivergen

t by V
eronica R

oth 
D

ystopian Fiction/Identity
H

arperC
ollins, 2011, 487 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-06-202402-2

B
eatrice Prior m

ust m
ake a decision—

one that w
ill change the course of her life for-

ever. O
n C

hoosing D
ay each year, 16-year-olds across dystopian C

hicago m
ust devote 

them
selves to one of fi

ve factions, each com
m

itted to the cultivation of a particular 
virtue. O

n one hand, B
eatrice can rem

ain in A
bnegation and live a quiet life w

ith her 
fam

ily; on the other, she can be true to herself and join a rival faction. R
egardless of 

her choice, B
eatrice m

ust be careful not to divulge a secret she has been w
arned to 

keep—
a secret that can unravel society as she know

s it.

A
m

idst budding friendships and oft-confusing rom
ance, B

eatrice struggles to com
e to 

term
s w

ith the decisions she has m
ade and their unim

aginable consequences. D
espite 

its sim
ilarity to other dystopian novels, D

ivergen
t’s depiction of adolescence rings true. 

G
row

ing up isn’t easy, and grow
ing up w

ith a terrible secret is just plain hard.
A

lex Ivey
B

rentw
ood, T

N

From
 B

ad to C
u
rsed by K

atie A
lender 

Supernatural/G
hosts

H
yperion, 2011, 448 pp., $9.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4231-3471-8

T
his second installm

ent of the B
ad G

irls D
on

’t D
ie series fi

nds sisters in trouble w
ith 

the spirit w
orld. K

asey has m
ade it hom

e in tim
e to start school after an evil spirit pos-

sessed her. A
lexis begins to w

orry w
hen K

asey slips into a strange group of girls called 
T

he Sunshine C
lub. K

asey and A
lexis m

ust w
ork together to fi

nd a w
ay to get rid of 

A
ralt before the other Sunshiners learn of their plan. T

hrow
 in a breezy love interest 

w
ho fl

its by in the fi
rst and last 50 pages, m

urderous plots, X
-File-type governm

ent 
agents, and high school hom

ew
ork, and you get the gist.

Fans of the supernatural w
ill enjoy this book. Y

oung w
om

en w
ill appreciate a cast 

of fem
ale characters w

ho can take care of them
selves and each other. W

hile it is the 
second book of the series, reading the fi

rst book is not a m
ust. 

Sarah C
osey

Jackson, G
A
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M
on

ey B
oy by Paul Y

ee 
A

dolescent Fiction/C
om

ing of A
ge 

G
roundw

ood B
ooks, 2011, 184 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-55498-093-2

R
ay has recently em

igrated w
ith his fam

ily from
 C

hina because his father, B
a, believes 

there w
ill be m

ore opportunities available to them
 in C

anada. H
ow

ever, after discovering 
his son’s hom

osexuality, B
a forces R

ay out of the house and onto the streets w
here he 

m
ust fend for him

self. In a journey in w
hich he discovers the different aspects of being 

a C
hinese im

m
igrant and a hom

osexual m
an, R

ay sells his body on the streets in order 
to survive. Living aw

ay from
 hom

e, he learns appreciation for both the values of his 
old life and those of the previously unfam

iliar w
orld outside of his fam

ily. 

Y
ee’s novel explores a variety of social and m

oral issues, such as im
m

igration, hom
o-

sexuality, and the pow
er of m

oney. T
hrough his naïve protagonist, Y

ee m
akes con-

nections betw
een w

ealth and virtues like honor and freedom
, raising questions about 

w
hat it m

eans to truly possess these qualities. 
 

T
ory C

ortes
 

C
harleston, SC

O
u
t of C

on
trol by R

ick Jasper 
Fiction/Sports

Lerner Publishing G
roup, 2012, 107 pp., $7.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7613-8538-7

“W
hat w

ould D
ad say if I quit?” w

ondered C
arlos “T

rip” C
ostas as he contem

plated his 
future baseball career. Since he w

as little, his father, Julio, taught him
 everything he 

knew
 about how

 the gam
e of baseball is played. H

is father fi
nancially supported the 

team
, ensuring they had the best of everything, including the nicest hotels for travel 

gam
es and a part-tim

e trainer. B
elieving T

rip could m
ake it in the big leagues, Julio 

pushed his son, at tim
es too far, yelling from

 the stands at m
ultiple gam

es. D
espite 

T
rip’s pleas, his dad threatens to stop fi

nancially supporting the team
 if T

rip decides 
to sit him

self on the bench. T
orn betw

een trying to please his father and pursuing his 
passion for m

usic, a tragic event teaches Julio about w
hat is really im

portant in life.
Libby B

yrnes
 

A
lpharetta, G

A

P
regn

an
t P

au
se by H

an N
olan 

R
ealistic Fiction/T

een Pregnancy
H

oughton M
iffl

in H
arcourt, 2011, 340 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-15-206570-6

Eleanor C
row

e is a very stubborn and rebellious 16-year-old girl w
ho has been in and 

out of trouble. N
ow

 she’s pregnant. A
fter announcing her pregnancy, Eleanor feels as 

though her w
orld is crashing dow

n around her, and everyone is slow
ly turning their 

backs on her w
hen she needs them

 the m
ost. H

er parents are frustrated w
ith her and 

have left for K
enya, her in-law

s are not her biggest fans, her husband is not very sup-
portive, and she’s not even sure if she w

ants to be m
arried. O

n top of it all, she is stuck 
w

orking at a cam
p for overw

eight children for the sum
m

er.

T
his story chronicles Eleanor’s journey as she w

restles w
ith the decision of w

hether 
or not she should keep her baby. H

an tells an insightful and com
pelling story about 

self-discovery, grow
th, and w

hat it is like to be 16 and pregnant.
La’T

oya W
ade

Sm
yrna, T

N

M
y Frien

d D
ah

m
er by D

erf B
ackderf 

G
raphic N

ovel/M
em

oir
A

bram
s C

om
icA

rts, 2012, 224 pp., $24.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4197-0216-7

D
erf B

ackderf and his friends don’t know
 w

hat to m
ake of the new

 Jeffrey D
ahm

er. 
T

his previously shy loner is m
aking a nam

e for him
self as a high school class clow

n 
w

ith few
 inhibitions and a rem

arkable w
it. B

ackderf’s friends, T
he D

ahm
er Fan C

lub, 
em

brace (and exploit) D
ahm

er’s new
 public persona, but, faced w

ith serious indica-
tions that D

ahm
er’s public displays are hiding som

ething deeply w
rong, they struggle 

to keep him
 at a safe distance. 

B
ackderf is careful to reveal D

ahm
er as a tragic fi

gure w
hose hom

e life, sexual iden-
tity, and hidden thoughts and urges lead him

 dow
n w

hat seem
s an inexorable path of 

isolation and alcoholism
. W

hile B
ackderf does not excuse D

ahm
er’s behavior in high 

school or beyond, he asks a question that the reader can’t help but ask at every page, 
“W

here w
ere the dam

n adults?” 
Jesse G

ray
N

ashville, T
N
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T
h
e Fu

tu
re of U

s by Jay A
sher and C

arolyn M
ackler 

Fiction/R
elationships/D

estiny
R

azorbill, 2011, 356 pp., $12.91 
ISB

N
: 978-1-59514-491-1

Set in 1996, Josh and Em
m

a are not the constantly w
ired teenagers of today. Josh has 

just given Em
m

a a free A
O

L trial cd rom
 for her new

 com
puter. U

pon logging on, Em
m

a 
sees a page that has all her personal inform

ation and pictures. Em
m

a has stum
bled onto 

herself 15 years in the future, on Facebook. Josh is there, too, but their profi
les do not 

rem
ain static, rather the sm

allest actions throughout their days cause ripples in tim
e, 

w
here their Facebook profi

les and subsequently their futures change w
ith every click. 

T
his novel not only exam

ines how
 w

e w
rite our destinies, but also to w

hat extent our 
future is w

ritten in technology. A
sher and M

ackler’s com
pelling depictions force the 

reader to exam
ine the sim

ultaneous help and hindrance that lies in current technology, 
keeping the reader guessing about the future of Em

m
a and Josh as w

ell at the future 
of hum

anity.
M

eghan A
nderson

San D
iego, C

A

T
h
e N

ear W
itch

 by V
ictoria Schw

ab 
Fantasy/Fam

ily
H

yperion B
ooks for C

hildren, 2011, 228 pp., $10.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4231-3787-0

A
 child is m

issing in the tow
n of N

ear, a m
ysterious place that bears the legacy of 

w
itchcraft. T

ow
n leaders suspect a young m

ale stranger w
hose arrival in N

ear coincides 
w

ith the disappearance of the child, but Lexi H
arris, a spitfi

re girl w
ho is determ

ined to 
fi

nd answ
ers, befriends the young m

an, C
ole, and is sure he has nothing to do w

ith the 
kidnapping. A

s the nights go by, m
ore children disappear from

 their beds and hostility 
grow

s tow
ard the stranger. Lexi persists in her search for answ

ers and discovers m
ore 

about N
ear than she m

ight like to know
 as she is led dow

n a trail of history to the true 
story of the N

ear W
itch.

Schw
ab’s storytelling is rich w

ith descriptive detail, and students, particularly fem
ale 

students, w
ill identify w

ith Lexi, w
ho is frustrated by the lim

its set upon her by the 
adults in her life. She is anxious to be free from

 stereotypes of w
hat a girl “should” be.

R
achel V

an D
yke

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
e N

am
e of th

e Star by M
aureen Johnson 

M
ystery

Putnam
 Juvenile, 2011, 372 pp., $16.99 

 ISB
N

: 978-0-399-25660-8

W
hen R

ory D
everaux’s parents take a sabbatical to England during her senior year, she 

chooses to spend it at boarding school in London. B
ut it just happens to be the sam

e 
tim

e som
eone is copying Jack the R

ipper’s fam
ous 1888 m

urders near the very school 
R

ory attends. T
he m

ore London and all of England get sw
ept up in “R

ipperm
ania,” the 

few
er leads the police have. B

ut then R
ory sees som

eone. Is he the new
 R

ipper? W
hy 

did no one else see him
? A

nd w
hat w

ill happen to R
ory now

 that she’s the only w
itness?

A
s R

ory’s journey takes her above and below
 m

odern London in this exciting read, 
it’s easy to get sw

ept up w
ith her. From

 rom
ance to m

ystery, hum
or to suspense, and 

everyw
here in betw

een, Johnson’s story of an A
m

erican teen w
ith am

azing capabili-
ties is a w

orthw
hile read.

K
ate M

itchell
C

ape Elizabeth, M
E

T
h
e Statistical P

robability of Love at First Sigh
t  

 R
om

ance/Fam
ily R

elationships
by Jennifer E. Sm

ith
Poppy/Little, B

row
n, 2012, 236 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-316-12238-2

T
he four m

inutes that cause H
adley Sullivan to m

iss her fl
ight to London m

ight change 
her life. A

s she w
aits for the next available fl

ight, she m
eets O

liver, a B
rit w

ho is also 
on his w

ay to London. T
hey end up sitting together and sharing secrets that result in 

their bonding during the fl
ight. A

fter a kiss, they som
ehow

 get separated at H
eathrow

 
A

irport. A
lthough H

adley reluctantly heads off to her father’s w
edding, she can’t get 

O
liver out of her m

ind, and once the cerem
ony is over, she relies on the only clues 

she has to w
here he m

ight be. B
ut just as H

adley’s father is starting a new
 life, part of 

O
liver’s life is ending, and H

adley arrives at the m
ost inopportune m

om
ent. Fans of 

A
n

n
a an

d the Fren
ch K

iss w
ill relish this book about love, taking chances, and forgive-

ness, and m
ay decide to book a fl

ight to Europe. 
B

arbara W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A
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T
rial by Fire by Jennifer Lynn B

arnes 
W

erew
olves/Fam

ily/Fantasy
Egm

ont, 2011, 368 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-60684-168-6

B
ryn, the hum

an A
lpha of a pack of w

erew
olves, is settling into her position as leader. 

She know
s that she doesn’t fully understand w

erew
olf politics and rules, but she does 

the best she can to fi
gure out how

 to keep her pack together and safe. Pack safety is 
challenged w

ith the arrival of a teenage w
erew

olf nam
ed Lucas. H

e show
s up on B

ryn’s 
front porch, bleeding and injured, and w

ants B
ryn’s protection. Is Lucas w

ho he says 
he is? D

oes he have an ulterior m
otive for com

ing to B
ryn’s pack?

B
ryn has to choose betw

een the safety of her pack and her hum
anity. She w

ill have 
to face and fi

ght her greatest challenge alone. B
ryn, a strong, fem

ale, hum
an A

lpha, 
challenges the expectations of w

ere society, and this novel challenges the expectations 
of the current vein of w

erew
olf novels.

M
elanie H

undley
N

ashville, T
N

U
ltraviolet by R

. J. A
nderson 

 M
ystery/Science Fiction

C
arolrhoda Lab, 2011, 306 pp., $17.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7613-7408-4

Shortly after w
aking up in a hospital, 16-year-old A

lison is transferred to the Pine H
ills 

Psychiatric T
reatm

ent C
entre. A

t fi
rst her m

em
ory is hazy, but as she spends m

ore 
tim

e in Pine H
ills, A

lison realizes that she is the prim
e suspect in a bizarre m

urder 
case. A

lthough she has confessed to m
urdering T

ori B
eaugrand, high school golden 

girl, the police cannot locate T
ori’s body, and even A

lison can’t quite explain how
 T

ori 
m

anaged to disappear into thin air. 

Everything changes, though, w
hen a m

ysterious scientist visits the center and takes 
an interest in A

lison and the unusual sensory pow
ers that she has had ever since her 

youth. W
ith his help, A

lison is not only able to fi
gure out w

hat really happened to 
T

ori, but also discover the true capacity of her extraordinary abilities. A
nderson builds 

her story up slow
ly at fi

rst; how
ever, the plot’s m

any shocking tw
ists w

ill grab hold of 
readers and keep them

 guessing until the very end. 
D

iana Liu
N

ashville, T
N

T
ris &

 Izzie by M
ette H

arrison 
M

agic/T
een R

om
ance

Egm
ont U

SA
, 2011, 267 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-60684-257-7

In m
any respects, Izzie’s life is already a fairy tale. She reigns as queen bee of T

intagel 
H

igh w
ith best friend B

ranna and perfect basketball captain boyfriend M
ark alw

ays 
at her side. B

eautiful, brainy, and beloved, Izzie seem
s to have it all. B

ut Izzie has a 
secret. B

eneath picture perfect appearances exists a m
ysterious, unpredictable w

orld of 
m

agic. A
nd w

hen T
ristan, a strikingly handsom

e stranger, arrives at T
intagel, Izzie’s 

tw
o w

orlds collide, and a supernatural adventure begins. 

O
ne love potion, or “philtre” gone aw

ry sets the tone for H
arrison’s brew

 of high 
school dram

a m
ixed w

ith a legendary love story. Izzie m
ust face m

agical foes and 
heartache alike as she unravels the truth of her past. In so doing, she seeks her true 
place betw

een tw
o w

orlds. 
V

irginia H
ornblow

er
Snow

m
ass V

illage, C
O

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630
T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.
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