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Dying to Know You by Aidan Chambers Realistic Fiction/Friendship

Amulet Books, 2012, 288 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-1-4197-0165-8

Karl Williamson is in a predicament. His girlfriend, Fiorella, wants him to write her let-
ters about himself, in order for her to get a better understanding of who he is. However,
what she does not know is that Karl is dyslexic. On top of that, he also does not really
know who he is, but he will do anything to impress his girlfriend. So he decides to enlist
the help of her favorite author to help him write the letters, which the author agrees to.

Dying to Know You is a story about two people who form an unlikely friendship and
learn a lot about each other and themselves along the way. Chambers tells an insightful
and touching story about self-discovery, growth, love, and friendship through the eyes
of a 75-year-old author who is helping a young boy in love.
La’Toya Wade
Nashville, TN

Every Me, Every You by David Levithan Realistic Fiction/Suicide/Mystery

Knopf Books for Young Readers, 2011, 245 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-37586-098-0

In the suburban area Evan lives in, news gets around quickly. When Ariel’s problem
goes public, he becomes the boy that is friends with the crazy girl. He was never very
loud, but he locks himself in his mind. He shuts himself down. Then, when he starts
receiving pictures of himself with Ariel he never knew existed, his wounds are reopened.
Who is sending him these pictures? Why is this mystery man tormenting him? How do
they know what had happened?

Evan and his close friends work quietly to find out the mystery man’s identity and end
all of the pain they have caused. After breaking into Ariel’s room and finding mysteri-
ous pictures, they question if they were even really close to Ariel. Did they really know
her? This novel illustrates the multiple personalities we all have. No one can ever know
the whole you; sometimes even you can’t know every you.
Henry Robinson,
Baton Rouge, LA

Every Other Day by Jennifer Lynn Barnes Fantasy/Supernatural

Egmont, 2012, 329 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-1-60684-169-3

In her novel Every Other Day, Jennifer Lynn Barnes builds a gripping story narrated by
a sarcastic and gutsy protagonist that readers will enthusiastically cheer for. On some
days, Kali D’Angelo is just a normal teenage girl. She goes to high school, takes exams,
and deals with the snide remarks of popular people. Most important, she’s human.
But every other day, she’s not. On these days, Kali is essentially indestructible, and
she chooses to hunt and eliminate supernatural creatures in her spare time. One day
though, Kali notices that one of the popular girls at school has been marked for death
and realizes that she only has twenty-four hours to help her. As Kali races against time
to save the girl, though, she uncovers a larger and much more sinister plot that just
might destroy herself and everyone that she loves.
Diana Liu
Nashville, TN

Fish in the Sky by Fridrik Erlings Coming of Age/Family

Candlewick Press, 2012, pp. 288, $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-7636-5888-7

Josh Stephenson is 13, and the world around him seems to be falling apart. He lives
with his single mom and yearns for his dad’s love, although Dad has a pregnant girl-
friend living in the countryside. His 17-year-old cousin Trudy comes to stay and his
bedroom is her corridor to the bathroom. Josh’s obsession with a lovely classmate and
his fear of showering after gym class lead him to fake an excuse for missing school; his
adventures on his own adds to the reader’s enjoyment and empathy.

This is an appealing coming-of-age story that speaks to every teenage guy, plus a
wealth of information for the teen girl seeking to understand those mysterious crea-
tures. Erlings is a multi-talented Icelandic artist whose novel, recently translated into
English, delineates with humor and poignancy that difficult journey from adolescence
to manhood. Highly recommended for anyone 12 and up.
Judith A. Hayn
Little Rock, AR
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Hope and Tears: Ellis Island Voices by Gwenyth Swain Immigration/Families

Calkins Creek Books, 2012, 115 pp., $ 17.95 ISBN: 978-1-59078-765-6

Ellis Island, a small island near New York City, served as an entry point into this nation
for twelve million immigrants from 1892 to 1954. Relying on oral histories collected
there, the author creates letters, diary entries, poems, monologues, and dialogues to
channel the imagined voices of those who passed this way, beginning in 1500 with
a Lenni Lenape boy and concluding in 2012 with a National Park Service employee.
The six chapters detail the island’s history and offer intriguing anecdotes about the
contributions some immigrants made to their new home. For instance, an immigrant
named Guastavino used 28,832 terra-cotta tiles to cover the ceiling of the Registry Room
in 1918. When restoration work began decades later, only 17 tiles had to be replaced.
Many of the stories are inspiring yet haunting, perfect for performance pieces. The
accompanying photographs show excitement over new beginnings mingled with fear
of the unknown.
Barbara A. Ward
Pullman, WA

Hunger by Jackie Morse Kessler

Anorexia/Fiction/Fantasy

Graphia/Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2010, 174 pp., $8.99  ISBN: 978-0-547-34124.8

Lisabeth Lewis is Famine, one of the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse. Having just lost
her best friend to terrible accusations, about to lose her boyfriend, struggling to ignore
the Thin voice’s whispering, and warring with her hunger daily, Lisabeth is startled
to hear Death knocking on her door. What follows after her confused, drug-induced
acceptance of his golden scales is a tale of great power and even greater courage.

Though Lisabeth’s control teeters on a precipice, cloaked all in black while atop her
horse, she relishes the immensity of her power as Famine. While Death walks Lisabeth
through her journey, War and her vicious red steed lurk around every corner, rousing
a battle from which neither the troubled teen, nor Famine, can turn away.

Jackie Morse Kessler weaves a story of despair, hope, and unbelievable power through
a seventeen-year-old’s painful journey with anorexia.

Kirstin Slitt

West Hartford, CT

I Am (not) the Walrus by Ed Briant Adventure/Suspense/Realistic Fiction

Flux, 2012, 288 pp., $ 9.95 ISBN: 978-0-7387-3246-6

Set in the 1990s in Great Britain, Briant’s new novel, I Am (not) the Walrus, has it
all—adventurous characters, well-tuned humor, music for the rock soul, and mystery
of the past.

Toby and Zack, two high school students, are about to hit it big with their first public
appearance playing as a new cover band for The Beatles. While repairing an electric
bass guitar, Toby recovers an old, faded note with a plea to return the stolen instrument
to its owner. He realizes that the bass may be worth thousands of dollars if it is one of
the Fenders that was in the hands of George Harrison. Bewildered by this discovery,
Toby shares his concerns with his best friend and band mate, who suggests forgetting
about the note and keeping the instrument. His new girlfriend, Michelle, however,
convinces Toby to begin a search for the bass’s owner.
Leylja Emiraliyeva-Pitre,
Baton Rouge, LA

Me, Earl, and the Dying Girl by Jesse Andrews Young Adult Fiction/Humor

Amulet Press, 2012, 295 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-1-4197-0176-4

Greg Gaines is many things: a “surprise Jew,” a self-made filmmaker, and an honest
friend who just wants to survive high school, but a novel writer he is not (or so he
says). As he tries to avoid the awkwardness of high school and get by with being ev-
eryone’s (and therefore, no one’s) friend, he gets a little more attention than he wants
when he starts to hang out with a girl who has cancer. It will take the honesty of his
true friends, like Earl, and more discomfort than he could imagine to get him to ap-
preciate what he has to offer.

Throughout the book, it’s as if you’re being tickled for a little too long: you laugh so

hard you want to cry, even though it hurts a little. Andrews could not have done a

better job making a charming, witty, self-deprecating commentary on the high-school
human condition.

Claire Holman

Fairfax, VA

T o« H ¢ E

ALAN

Clip & File YA Book Reviews

A4

REVIEW




T o« H ¢ E

ALAN

REVIEW

SMaINSY yood v aid B dipd

A5

V1 ‘98noy uojeg
UOLION A3D{In

‘peal poog © SI.opunjd ‘YUsaWuoIIAuS 3}
10 A30[09®BYDIE INOGE UONOY 9AO0[ OUM IO ‘Y3NOY)} ‘SIY} purll },Uuop oym 3soy} 104 0}
waY} 10adxa a1doad se aj1] [ea1 ur uayjo se uaddey 1,uop sSury) 3say} ‘feAeniod s, erpawr
o andsap (udy (IS sem }1 UayMm S[[eq SeIo) IpIeA JO paweaipAep sjdoad pue oopooa
paonoeld 19n1sAqeq ay L, Lapun)q ur uayjo dn dod o) pawass asay ], “Surmn aynb 198 ued
UOISIAJ[9) PUP ‘SIIAOWI ‘$}00q UI 31€1s 3} JO s9dA10919)s SUI9as ‘BUBISINOT JO SAIBU B SY

‘T9M AI01S 9y} 0IUI 9SAY} $93e10dI00UT PUB JUSWIUOIIAUS
9y} pue A30[03BYDIE INOQPE J[qEIZPI[MOUY AISA 3q 0} SWIIS JOYINE Y [, ‘JUSWIUILLIIIUD
18213 10] 9yeW SI910BIRYD Apaaid oy} pue Surdedus s1 AI91sAW J9pInw Jy ], Lopunjd jo
dIN[[e 9 SI JBY, "SSOW B 9W09( ISn( s3UIy} pue ‘AJrurej Apasis e pue ‘IapInul 3[qnop
e ‘1a8uep ur 109(o1d A30[09BYDIP UP UI MOIYJ, "UMO S}l UO Id)sesIp e sI [[Ids [I10 uy

1-1€6-8506S-1-826 :NdSI S6'¥1$ “dd 967 ‘7107 ‘ssaid Uad pauosiod

Atwre 1 /1uswruoaiauy /AR1SAN

sueay euuy AIe|N Aq Jopun)qd

VM ‘uewqnd
pIep 'V BIeqieg

‘sanIqissod ym pafuru ssof Ul sn sdaals pue pulll s,I9peal e ul SIa8ul] aiin Sy}
‘I0UINe Jd1A0U NS B Aq Ayiedws pue a0eI1d yiim po], A1sauoysIp pageInodus eyl
Aorp0d 9L 1.Uu0 SV 1.U0(,, S.AIRI[IW 31} JO pUP IeM JO $30UINDPIsSU0D 31} Jo 10a3dse
Iayioue ‘A101s Jueirodwr ue SI SIYL, "U33q ABY JYSIW 18y M I0J SYDE [[IM S}eaY ,SIapesl
pue ‘paurdewll pey 9y JeyMm JOU SI SPUl 9y Jeym ‘UOSIPEJA SaJeal 9y 90UQ (", WOIJ
19139 pauadoun UP ISAI[QP O} PUE SI9MSUE 10} SU0O[ PIUBA[ASUUSJ S9ABI] 9 ‘P[OY UO
diysuonea1 onuewol Surppnq Iy} Sumnd pue euneys pusaLy 1saq SIy Wolj 1ed e 3ul
-mo110g [ I, Aq pa1ayie} A[qissod pIIyo e 199U pue Y1eap S, [ ], JO 9SUIS ayeuw 1yl ay
9IYM UISUOISIAN 0} PeI] 119} MO[[0] ISNW 31 1B} PIJOUIAU0D S9W0I3q JBA "J1] 191038
s.19301q SIy 01 sand 1330 ey} syderdojoyd pue sian9] areuoissed uodn suaddey 191504
11BN PIO-1B9A-U331UAIS ‘Tem bel] sy} SuLnp yieap s, ("I 197310Iq I9p[o SIY wolj Sureay

€-275-59€92-0-8246 ‘NdSI 66'91$ “dd 7S¢ ‘T10T Yomapue)

asnqy/Iep /sso1/sdiysuoney (oY ‘W "d Aq $192fJ7 puosiag

XL ‘uoisnoy
UOS[I\ SUI[0IR)

‘PUS AISA 9} [UN SI9pEAI 9Ze3Ua [[Im 1By} 9k} [nyasuadsns
PUP I9AJ[D B S9ABIM SIIAB( ‘BOLY UI SUIAI S90USLIadXd UMO SIY U0 paseq ;d1e] 00}
S.J1 910J9q I 3Y) I9A0SIP 9y Ued Ing ‘9q 0} readde A3y} oym },uare saddeupry siy
1B} SazI[eal APINb oY "aAIe Aeis 0) A[91e19dSap S9N B[ ‘SBY 9 [[DfS [PAIAINS AI9A
Suisn pue Aynuagur umo sty uo Surmelrq 91 siy 10j 1y3y 1snw pue paddeupry sI 9y
UayMm I0] pauredIeq 9 uey} 9INJUSAPE UE JO 3I0W UO J[PSWIY Spuy e[ ‘A[usppng

"S9INJUSAPE MU UIZaq 0} SNOIXUP ‘0SB PUD{IN JO
rendeo a1y} ‘no8nopeSenQ 031 N0 IYBI ISI 3} UO ST pue papuadsns s1a8 e[ J00Yds
Jo 1o Sunyeaus 1ydned 3uniagd 191y "BOLIJY UI SIAI] SUNIOXS 3I10W JIej ped] A[Iwej s1y Jo
1$91 9]} PUP ‘OS] PUD{ING 0} IOPBSSEqUIY YSOLIF 37} ‘I9YIeJ SIY [IYm [0072s SUIpIeoq
ysnug guneooyns e ur padden s1 9y Ing ‘I9INJUSAPE UP JO 1BdY 3} Sey Sy ayer

8-£106€-275-0-826 :NASI 6691$ “"dd 687 ‘1107 ‘syjoog uolLre[)

QINIUSAPY /UOTIOI]

sa1ae( uaydels Aq mopnQ

Vv'1 ‘98noy uoleg
‘uosurqoy A1usayg
“I9yIejpueId UMO SIY puB USIP[IYd IeTMoad AI9A 9s3Y) Inoqge YIna 3y} Ino puy o) sidural
-Je 9Y Se qOJB[ MO[[0] 'P[I0M UISPOW 31} JO peaisul ‘Ised 31} JO PIIOWPEUS S3W0I3( 9H

‘61 10 g1 UBY} I9p[O ou [[1s a1e A3y} A[uo ‘Yirm dn maid Iayjejpuels) sIq spry
9U) $199W 9y 9I3Y, "UO $908 P[IoM dY) JO 1S31 3} INQ I9A0 PUB I9A0 syeadal Aep awies
oy} araym . door,, ® oyur awn ul yoeq Jureaen ‘eiiod e ojur sdais 9y ‘ySnoyy ‘opisur
s9083 9y uaym Soq e jo o[ppruwt 9y} ur 31daIdap pue p[o ‘I spuy oY ‘Aueurian Surdedss
PYe [IMM Sulnp ur paal vyiejpueld siy adeueydio syl puy o3 siduialie ay 913y}
USYA\ "SO[BM\ JO 1SBOD 93U} JJO PUB[SI SNOLISISAW ® 0} qOJB[ P[O-IPIA-9T Y} Ped] Iayle]
-pueiId peap sIy wolj aessaul a8ueIlS B PUB A[IUI] 9Y) UT , [IBSP [PIUSPIOOE, d8Uens y

66°21$ “dd 7S¢ ‘1107 ‘$j00g YIMD
s33rg wosuey Aq

1-92%-%.¥6S5-1-826 ‘NGSI
9A0T/3IMUSAPY/ASeIUR]




Stand Up! How to Stay True to Yourself by Christine Laouenan Self-help

Amulet Books, 2012, 80 pp., $12.95 ISBN: 978-1-4197-0198-6

Stand Up! How to Stay True to Yourself focuses on an issue with which many young
adolescents struggle—standing up for themselves. It addresses the pressures of ado-
lescence that come from parents, authority figures, friends, and even from one’s self.
Stand Up! encourages its readers to establish and affirm their own beliefs, values, and
individualities. While it may seem important to fit in, children should learn from a
young age that it is more rewarding to be comfortable and confident in one’s own skin.

Stand Up! emphasizes the importance of respecting one’s self while also maintaining
respect for others; even while saying no, one should be patient, logical, and kind. In
expressing their own emotions, adolescents should also be cognizant of the emotions of
those around them. Overall, Stand Up! asserts that saying no is not synonymous with
rejection, but rather it is significant in maintaining one’s independence and self-respect.
Victoria Cortes

Nashville, TN

Sweet, Hereafter by Angela Johnson Identity/Tragedy/Romance

Simon & Schuster, 2010, 118 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-4169-9865-5

A lost soul just trying to find her way, Shoogy can’t seem to figure out this thing called
life or where she belongs in it. School definitely isn’t her thing, she just can’t make it
work with her family, and the one thing she remembers a psychic telling her is that she
was destined to come and go. In this world of uncertainty, the only thing that seems
to be constant is her relationship with Curtis. Curtis and Shoogy might not be able to
understand anything else, but they understand each other, and that is what gets them
through this life haunted by war, prejudice, and trauma.

Adversity wears many hats and can come in the form of the Iraqi war, or in the form

of a tragic loss. But,the real question for Curtis, Shoogy, and every other young person,
is: how will you live in spite of the adversity?

Jeuel A. Davis

Clemson, SC

The Anti-Prom by Abby McDonald Fiction/Teen

Candlewick Press, 2011, 280 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-7634-4956-2

“It was supposed to be freaking perfect,” Bliss thinks as she prepares for her high
school prom. Prom night is filled with dresses, dancing, and dates; however, for Bliss
Merino, Jolene Nelson, and Meg Rose Zuckerman, it becomes a night they will never
forget. With a popular girl, an outcast, and a wallflower, the three girls team up to seek
revenge on the boyfriend and best friend that have ruined this night for Bliss. After
discovering a journal that belongs to the best friend, the three girls attempt to carry out
their revenge, but their plan backfires. Despite spending an entire night together, the
girls find themselves dealing with drama that could potentially lead to an end to their
friendships. They discover how much they would be willing to sacrifice for someone
they barely even know.
Libby Byrnes
Alpharetta, GA

The Catastrophic History of You & Me by Jess Rothenberg Romance/Fantasy

Dial Books, 2012, 400 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-8037-3720-4

Sometimes love hurts, but is it really possible to die from a broken heart? As Brie Eagan
is about to discover, the answer is yes. When her boyfriend breaks up with her, her
life ends with the literal splitting of her heart. Soon, she finds herself in heaven where
she meets Patrick, a funny but mysterious boy who helps guide her through the five
stages of grief. As she makes her way from denial to acceptance, Brie not only receives
a crash course in all things related to the afterlife, but also lessons in life and love. In
her novel, The Catastrophic History of You & Me, Jess Rothenberg weaves together a
creative and funny story about a girl who must pick up the broken pieces of her heart
and learn to love again.
Diana Liu
Nashville, TN
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The Prisoner of Snowflake Falls by John Lekich Young Adult Fiction/Humor

Orca Book Publishers, 2012, 266 pp., $12.95 ISBN: 978-1-55469-978-0

What would you do if thieves had raised you and you were homeless at age fifteen?
Henry Holloway treats his “benefactors” as if he were a guest in their homes, and he
loves his life and his privacy. With his mom gone to try and make an honest living,
and his uncle’s dishonest teachings leading to the opposite, he’s happy to make ends
meet on his own. This all comes to an end when he eventually gets caught, and has
to make ends meet in a new town: Snowflake Falls. Henry learns through experience
that gaining people’s trust makes you rise to their expectations, and helps those around
you find happiness in unlikely places.

Lekich could not paint a more charming picture of likeable thieves. You’ll find yourself
rooting for the unlikeliest of heroes and wanting to watch them until the very end.

Claire Holman

Fairfax, VA

Travel Team: Forced Out by Gene Fehler Sports

Lerner Publishing Group, 2012, 115 pp., $7.95 ISBN: 978-0-7613-8533-2

Competition is the byword for the story of Forced Out. Zack Waddell is the starting
second basemen for the ninth-ranked baseball team in the country for its age group.
His cerebral approach to the game has made him a team leader and has aided in the
formation of team chemistry. But with Dustin Conover, the son of a rich tycoon who
has agreed to fund a team trip, joining the team, the team’s chances to win the tourna-
ment are put in jeopardy, as are friendships.

The book does demonstrate an excellent knowledge of the game of baseball and its

intricacies. Fehler attempts to delve into the complex arena of teen friendships within

the realm of sports, specifically baseball. This context provides a venue by which the

reader can see sacrifice and selflessness in action, as he/she also reads about the ac-
tion of the game.

Alec Woodhull

Nashville, TN

We’ve Got a Job: The 1963 Birmingham Children’s March Nonfiction/ Civil Rights

by Cynthia Levinson

Peachtree, 2012, 176 pp., $19.95 ISBN: 978-1-56145-627-7

This book describes the pivotal role of youth in keeping the 1963 campaign for civil
rights alive through the voices of four participants: Audrey Hendricks, 9; Wash Booker,
14; Arnetta Streeter, 16; and James Stewart, 15. While readers will find the names of
well-known civil rights leaders in the book’s 15 chapters, the children and teens are the
stars here, brave enough to face violence on the streets of Birmingham and to volun-
teer to be arrested. Because so many young protesters were arrested as they marched
through the city’s streets, its jails overflowed, and law enforcement officials couldn’t
keep up with the mass onslaught. Accompanied by large archival photographs, the
book features honest and raw narratives recalling the hope and determination of those
times, a vivid reminder of the impact on change even the youngest may have. There
is much food for thought here about events from almost 50 years ago.
Barbara A. Ward
Pullman, WA

Publishers who wish to submit a book for possible review should send
a copy of the book to:

Melanie Hundley

1021 Delmas Ave.

Nashville, TN 37216-3630
To submit a review for possible publication or to become a reviewer,
contact Melanie Hundley at melanie.hundley @ Vanderbilt.edu.

T o« H ¢ E

ALAN

Clip & File YA Book Reviews

A8

REVIEW






