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R
ealistic Fiction/Friendship

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2012, 288 pp., $16.95  

ISB
N

: 978-1-4197-0165-8

K
arl W

illiam
son is in a predicam

ent. H
is girlfriend, Fiorella, w

ants him
 to w

rite her let-
ters about him

self, in order for her to get a better understanding of w
ho he is. H

ow
ever, 

w
hat she does not know

 is that K
arl is dyslexic. O

n top of that, he also does not really 
know

 w
ho he is, but he w

ill do anything to im
press his girlfriend. So he decides to enlist 

the help of her favorite author to help him
 w

rite the letters, w
hich the author agrees to. 

D
yin

g to K
n

ow
 Y

ou is a story about tw
o people w

ho form
 an unlikely friendship and 

learn a lot about each other and them
selves along the w

ay. C
ham

bers tells an insightful 
and touching story about self-discovery, grow

th, love, and friendship through the eyes 
of a 75-year-old author w

ho is helping a young boy in love.
La’T

oya W
ade

N
ashville, T

N

E
very O

th
er D

ay by Jennifer Lynn B
arnes 

Fantasy/Supernatural
Egm

ont, 2012, 329 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-60684-169-3

In her novel Every O
ther D

ay, Jennifer Lynn B
arnes builds a gripping story narrated by 

a sarcastic and gutsy protagonist that readers w
ill enthusiastically cheer for. O

n som
e 

days, K
ali D

’A
ngelo is just a norm

al teenage girl. She goes to high school, takes exam
s, 

and deals w
ith the snide rem

arks of popular people. M
ost im

portant, she’s hum
an. 

B
ut every other day, she’s not. O

n these days, K
ali is essentially indestructible, and 

she chooses to hunt and elim
inate supernatural creatures in her spare tim

e. O
ne day 

though, K
ali notices that one of the popular girls at school has been m

arked for death 
and realizes that she only has tw

enty-four hours to help her. A
s K

ali races against tim
e 

to save the girl, though, she uncovers a larger and m
uch m

ore sinister plot that just 
m

ight destroy herself and everyone that she loves. 
D

iana Liu
N

ashville, T
N

E
very M

e, E
very Y

ou
 by D

avid Levithan  
R

ealistic Fiction/Suicide/M
ystery

K
nopf B

ooks for Y
oung R

eaders, 2011, 245 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-37586-098-0

In the suburban area Evan lives in, new
s gets around quickly. W

hen A
riel’s problem

 
goes public, he becom

es the boy that is friends w
ith the crazy girl. H

e w
as never very 

loud, but he locks him
self in his m

ind. H
e shuts him

self dow
n. T

hen, w
hen he starts 

receiving pictures of him
self w

ith A
riel he never knew

 existed, his w
ounds are reopened. 

W
ho is sending him

 these pictures? W
hy is this m

ystery m
an torm

enting him
? H

ow
 do 

they know
 w

hat had happened? 

Evan and his close friends w
ork quietly to fi

nd out the m
ystery m

an’s identity and end 
all of the pain they have caused. A

fter breaking into A
riel’s room

 and fi
nding m

ysteri-
ous pictures, they question if they w

ere even really close to A
riel. D

id they really know
 

her? T
his novel illustrates the m

ultiple personalities w
e all have. N

o one can ever know
 

the w
hole you; som

etim
es even you can’t know

 every you.
H

enry R
obinson,

B
aton R

ouge, LA

Fish
 in

 th
e Sky by Fridrik Erlings 

C
om

ing of A
ge/Fam

ily
C

andlew
ick Press, 2012, pp. 288, $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7636-5888-7

Josh Stephenson is 13, and the w
orld around him

 seem
s to be falling apart. H

e lives 
w

ith his single m
om

 and yearns for his dad’s love, although D
ad has a pregnant girl-

friend living in the countryside. H
is 17-year-old cousin T

rudy com
es to stay and his 

bedroom
 is her corridor to the bathroom

. Josh’s obsession w
ith a lovely classm

ate and 
his fear of show

ering after gym
 class lead him

 to fake an excuse for m
issing school; his 

adventures on his ow
n adds to the reader’s enjoym

ent and em
pathy.

T
his is an appealing com

ing-of-age story that speaks to every teenage guy, plus a 
w

ealth of inform
ation for the teen girl seeking to understand those m

ysterious crea-
tures. Erlings is a m

ulti-talented Icelandic artist w
hose novel, recently translated into 

English, delineates w
ith hum

or and poignancy that diffi
cult journey from

 adolescence 
to m

anhood. H
ighly recom

m
ended for anyone 12 and up.

Judith A
. H

ayn
Little R

ock, A
R
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H
ope an

d T
ears: E

llis Islan
d V

oices by G
w

enyth Sw
ain  

Im
m

igration/Fam
ilies

C
alkins C

reek B
ooks, 2012, 115 pp., $ 17.95  

ISB
N

: 978-1-59078-765-6

Ellis Island, a sm
all island near N

ew
 Y

ork C
ity, served as an entry point into this nation 

for tw
elve m

illion im
m

igrants from
 1892 to 1954. R

elying on oral histories collected 
there, the author creates letters, diary entries, poem

s, m
onologues, and dialogues to 

channel the im
agined voices of those w

ho passed this w
ay, beginning in 1500 w

ith 
a Lenni Lenape boy and concluding in 2012 w

ith a N
ational Park Service em

ployee. 
T

he six chapters detail the island’s history and offer intriguing anecdotes about the 
contributions som

e im
m

igrants m
ade to their new

 hom
e. For instance, an im

m
igrant 

nam
ed G

uastavino used 28,832 terra-cotta tiles to cover the ceiling of the R
egistry R

oom
 

in 1918. W
hen restoration w

ork began decades later, only 17 tiles had to be replaced. 
M

any of the stories are inspiring yet haunting, perfect for perform
ance pieces. T

he 
accom

panying photographs show
 excitem

ent over new
 beginnings m

ingled w
ith fear 

of the unknow
n.

B
arbara A

. W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A

I A
m

 (n
ot) th

e W
alru

s by Ed B
riant  

A
dventure/Suspense/R

ealistic Fiction
Flux, 2012, 288 pp., $ 9.95  

ISB
N

: 978-0-7387-3246-6 

Set in the 1990s in G
reat B

ritain, B
riant’s new

 novel, I A
m

 (n
ot) the W

alrus, has it 
all—

adventurous characters, w
ell-tuned hum

or, m
usic for the rock soul, and m

ystery 
of the past. 

T
oby and Z

ack, tw
o high school students, are about to hit it big w

ith their fi
rst public 

appearance playing as a new
 cover band for T

he B
eatles. W

hile repairing an electric 
bass guitar, T

oby recovers an old, faded note w
ith a plea to return the stolen instrum

ent 
to its ow

ner. H
e realizes that the bass m

ay be w
orth thousands of dollars if it is one of 

the Fenders that w
as in the hands of G

eorge H
arrison. B

ew
ildered by this discovery, 

T
oby shares his concerns w

ith his best friend and band m
ate, w

ho suggests forgetting 
about the note and keeping the instrum

ent. H
is new

 girlfriend, M
ichelle, how

ever, 
convinces T

oby to begin a search for the bass’s ow
ner. 

Leylja Em
iraliyeva-Pitre,

B
aton R

ouge, LA

M
e, E

arl, an
d th

e D
yin

g G
irl by Jesse A

ndrew
s 

Y
oung A

dult Fiction/H
um

or

A
m

ulet Press, 2012, 295 pp., $16.95 ISB
N

: 978-1-4197-0176-4

G
reg G

aines is m
any things: a “surprise Jew

,” a self-m
ade fi

lm
m

aker, and an honest 
friend w

ho just w
ants to survive high school, but a novel w

riter he is not (or so he 
says). A

s he tries to avoid the aw
kw

ardness of high school and get by w
ith being ev-

eryone’s (and therefore, no one’s) friend, he gets a little m
ore attention than he w

ants 
w

hen he starts to hang out w
ith a girl w

ho has cancer. It w
ill take the honesty of his 

true friends, like Earl, and m
ore discom

fort than he could im
agine to get him

 to ap-
preciate w

hat he has to offer. 

T
hroughout the book, it’s as if you’re being tickled for a little too long: you laugh so 

hard you w
ant to cry, even though it hurts a little. A

ndrew
s could not have done a 

better job m
aking a charm

ing, w
itty, self-deprecating com

m
entary on the high-school 

hum
an condition. 

C
laire H

olm
an

Fairfax, V
A

H
u
n
ger by Jackie M

orse K
essler 

A
norexia/Fiction/Fantasy

G
raphia/H

oughton M
iffl

in H
arcourt, 2010, 174 pp., $8.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-547-34124.8

Lisabeth Lew
is is Fam

ine, one of the Four H
orsem

en of the A
pocalypse. H

aving just lost 
her best friend to terrible accusations, about to lose her boyfriend, struggling to ignore 
the T

hin voice’s w
hispering, and w

arring w
ith her hunger daily, Lisabeth is startled 

to hear D
eath knocking on her door. W

hat follow
s after her confused, drug-induced 

acceptance of his golden scales is a tale of great pow
er and even greater courage.

T
hough Lisabeth’s control teeters on a precipice, cloaked all in black w

hile atop her 
horse, she relishes the im

m
ensity of her pow

er as Fam
ine. W

hile D
eath w

alks Lisabeth 
through her journey, W

ar and her vicious red steed lurk around every corner, rousing 
a battle from

 w
hich neither the troubled teen, nor Fam

ine, can turn aw
ay. 

Jackie M
orse K

essler w
eaves a story of despair, hope, and unbelievable pow

er through 
a seventeen-year-old’s painful journey w

ith anorexia. 
 

K
irstin Slitt

 
W

est H
artford, C

T
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Stan
d U

p! H
ow

 to Stay T
ru

e to Y
ou

rself by C
hristine Laouenan  

Self-help 
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2012, 80 pp., $12.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4197-0198-6

Stan
d U

p! H
ow

 to Stay T
rue to Y

ourself focuses on an issue w
ith w

hich m
any young 

adolescents struggle—
standing up for them

selves. It addresses the pressures of ado-
lescence that com

e from
 parents, authority fi

gures, friends, and even from
 one’s self. 

Stan
d U

p! encourages its readers to establish and affi
rm

 their ow
n beliefs, values, and 

individualities. W
hile it m

ay seem
 im

portant to fi
t in, children should learn from

 a 
young age that it is m

ore rew
arding to be com

fortable and confi
dent in one’s ow

n skin. 

Stan
d U

p! em
phasizes the im

portance of respecting one’s self w
hile also m

aintaining 
respect for others; even w

hile saying no, one should be patient, logical, and kind. In 
expressing their ow

n em
otions, adolescents should also be cognizant of the em

otions of 
those around them

. O
verall, Stan

d U
p! asserts that saying no is not synonym

ous w
ith 

rejection, but rather it is signifi
cant in m

aintaining one’s independence and self-respect. 
V

ictoria C
ortes

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
e A

n
ti-P

rom
 by A

bby M
cD

onald 
Fiction/T

een
C

andlew
ick Press, 2011, 280 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7634-4956-2

“It w
as supposed to be freaking perfect,” B

liss thinks as she prepares for her high 
school prom

. Prom
 night is fi

lled w
ith dresses, dancing, and dates; how

ever, for B
liss 

M
erino, Jolene N

elson, and M
eg R

ose Z
uckerm

an, it becom
es a night they w

ill never 
forget. W

ith a popular girl, an outcast, and a w
allfl

ow
er, the three girls team

 up to seek 
revenge on the boyfriend and best friend that have ruined this night for B

liss. A
fter 

discovering a journal that belongs to the best friend, the three girls attem
pt to carry out 

their revenge, but their plan backfi
res. D

espite spending an entire night together, the 
girls fi

nd them
selves dealing w

ith dram
a that could potentially lead to an end to their 

friendships. T
hey discover how

 m
uch they w

ould be w
illing to sacrifi

ce for som
eone 

they barely even know
. 

 
Libby B

yrnes
 

A
lpharetta, G

A

Sw
eet, H

ereafter by A
ngela Johnson  

Identity/T
ragedy/R

om
ance 

Sim
on &

 Schuster, 2010, 118 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4169-9865-5

A
 lost soul just trying to fi

nd her w
ay, Shoogy can’t seem

 to fi
gure out this thing called 

life or w
here she belongs in it. School defi

nitely isn’t her thing, she just can’t m
ake it 

w
ork w

ith her fam
ily, and the one thing she rem

em
bers a psychic telling her is that she 

w
as destined to com

e and go. In this w
orld of uncertainty, the only thing that seem

s 
to be constant is her relationship w

ith C
urtis. C

urtis and Shoogy m
ight not be able to 

understand anything else, but they understand each other, and that is w
hat gets them

 
through this life haunted by w

ar, prejudice, and traum
a. 

A
dversity w

ears m
any hats and can com

e in the form
 of the Iraqi w

ar, or in the form
 

of a tragic loss. B
ut,the real question for C

urtis, Shoogy, and every other young person, 
is: how

 w
ill you live in spite of the adversity? 

Jeuel A
. D

avis
C

lem
son, SC

T
h
e C

atastroph
ic H

istory of Y
ou

 &
 M

e by Jess R
othenberg 

R
om

ance/Fantasy
D

ial B
ooks, 2012, 400 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-8037-3720-4

Som
etim

es love hurts, but is it really possible to die from
 a broken heart? A

s B
rie Eagan 

is about to discover, the answ
er is yes. W

hen her boyfriend breaks up w
ith her, her 

life ends w
ith the literal splitting of her heart. Soon, she fi

nds herself in heaven w
here 

she m
eets Patrick, a funny but m

ysterious boy w
ho helps guide her through the fi

ve 
stages of grief. A

s she m
akes her w

ay from
 denial to acceptance, B

rie not only receives 
a crash course in all things related to the afterlife, but also lessons in life and love. In 
her novel, T

he C
atastrophic H

istory of Y
ou &

 M
e, Jess R

othenberg w
eaves together a 

creative and funny story about a girl w
ho m

ust pick up the broken pieces of her heart 
and learn to love again. 

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N
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T
h
e P

rison
er of Sn

ow
fl

ake Falls by John Lekich 
Y

oung A
dult Fiction/H

um
or

O
rca B

ook Publishers, 2012, 266 pp., $12.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-55469-978-0

W
hat w

ould you do if thieves had raised you and you w
ere hom

eless at age fi
fteen? 

H
enry H

ollow
ay treats his “benefactors” as if he w

ere a guest in their hom
es, and he 

loves his life and his privacy. W
ith his m

om
 gone to try and m

ake an honest living, 
and his uncle’s dishonest teachings leading to the opposite, he’s happy to m

ake ends 
m

eet on his ow
n. T

his all com
es to an end w

hen he eventually gets caught, and has 
to m

ake ends m
eet in a new

 tow
n: Snow

fl
ake Falls. H

enry learns through experience 
that gaining people’s trust m

akes you rise to their expectations, and helps those around 
you fi

nd happiness in unlikely places. 

Lekich could not paint a m
ore charm

ing picture of likeable thieves. Y
ou’ll fi

nd yourself 
rooting for the unlikeliest of heroes and w

anting to w
atch them

 until the very end. 
C

laire H
olm

an
Fairfax, V

A

W
e’ve G

ot a Job: T
h
e 1963 B

irm
in

gh
am

 C
h
ildren

’s M
arch

  N
onfi

ction/ C
ivil R

ights
by C

ynthia Levinson 
Peachtree, 2012, 176 pp., $19.95  

ISB
N

: 978-1-56145-627-7

T
his book describes the pivotal role of youth in keeping the 1963 cam

paign for civil 
rights alive through the voices of four participants: A

udrey H
endricks, 9; W

ash B
ooker, 

14; A
rnetta Streeter, 16; and Jam

es Stew
art, 15. W

hile readers w
ill fi

nd the nam
es of 

w
ell-know

n civil rights leaders in the book’s 15 chapters, the children and teens are the 
stars here, brave enough to face violence on the streets of B

irm
ingham

 and to volun-
teer to be arrested. B

ecause so m
any young protesters w

ere arrested as they m
arched 

through the city’s streets, its jails overfl
ow

ed, and law
 enforcem

ent offi
cials couldn’t 

keep up w
ith the m

ass onslaught. A
ccom

panied by large archival photographs, the 
book features honest and raw

 narratives recalling the hope and determ
ination of those 

tim
es, a vivid rem

inder of the im
pact on change even the youngest m

ay have. T
here 

is m
uch food for thought here about events from

 alm
ost 50 years ago.B

arbara A
. W

ard
Pullm

an, W
A

T
ravel T

eam
: Forced O

u
t by G

ene Fehler  
Sports 

Lerner Publishing G
roup, 2012, 115 pp., $7.95  

ISB
N

: 978-0-7613-8533-2

C
om

petition is the byw
ord for the story of Forced O

ut. Z
ack W

addell is the starting 
second basem

en for the ninth-ranked baseball team
 in the country for its age group. 

H
is cerebral approach to the gam

e has m
ade him

 a team
 leader and has aided in the 

form
ation of team

 chem
istry. B

ut w
ith D

ustin C
onover, the son of a rich tycoon w

ho 
has agreed to fund a team

 trip, joining the team
, the team

’s chances to w
in the tourna-

m
ent are put in jeopardy, as are friendships.

T
he book does dem

onstrate an excellent know
ledge of the gam

e of baseball and its 
intricacies. Fehler attem

pts to delve into the com
plex arena of teen friendships w

ithin 
the realm

 of sports, specifi
cally baseball. T

his context provides a venue by w
hich the 

reader can see sacrifi
ce and selfl

essness in action, as he/she also reads about the ac-
tion of the gam

e. 
A

lec W
oodhull

N
ashville, T

N

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630
T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.
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