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C
ode N

am
e V

erity by Elizabeth W
ein 

Fiction/H
istorical/W

W
II

H
yperion, 2012, 327 pp., $10.98 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4231-5219-4

A
fter a plane crashes in France during W

orld W
ar II, tw

o girls are separated. Q
ueenie, a 

Scottish spy, is captured by the G
estapo and im

prisoned at their headquarters. In order 
to live, Q

ueenie m
ust w

rite a daily account of inform
ation she has gathered during 

her tim
e as a spy that is then translated for the com

m
ander. M

addie, the pilot, is kept 
safe and tells her account of w

hat is happening through diary entries she hides in her 
m

attress. B
oth girls give their side of the story regarding their lives as a spy and a pilot 

during W
W

II and how
 they becam

e friends. B
oth struggle w

ith survival, courage, and 
constant w

orry that they w
ill not m

ake it another day. T
he records they leave behind 

provide the plot for this novel and a new
 outlook on w

ar and the bonds it creates. 
 

Libby B
yrnes 

A
lpharetta, G

A

D
ou

ble by Jenny V
alentine  

Identity/Psychological T
hriller

H
yperion, 2012, 256 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4231-4714-5

C
h ap, tired of shuffl

ing from
 place to place, seizes the opportunity to assum

e the identity 
of the boy on the fl

yer. For the fi
rst tim

e in years, he experiences the sensation of being 
w

anted, but the lie he harbors eats aw
ay at his com

fort. O
ne w

rong w
ord or gesture 

could cause the façade to crum
ble. H

e cannot fake being C
assiel R

oadnight w
ithout 

som
eone guessing his lie. A

s C
hap recalls the loss of the m

an he called G
randpa, he 

ponders his ow
n true identity. H

e also w
onders if fam

ily life drove C
ass aw

ay, or if 
som

ething m
ore sinister w

as afoot. A
 m

ysterious stranger holds the key, and C
hap’s 

true identity is closer than he im
agines.

R
eaders w

ill be spellbound by the dark secrets that unfold through w
ell-crafted im

agery.
G

reta W
illiam

s-H
opper

N
ashville, T

N
 

D
itch

ed: A
 Love Story by R

obin M
ellom

 
R

ealistic Fiction/R
om

ance
H

yperion, 2012, 288 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-4231-4338-3

W
hen 16-year-old Justina G

riffi
th w

akes up in a ditch on the side of the road, she 
realizes that she has been dum

ped by her prom
 date. U

nfortunately, her prom
 date is 

her best friend, and the boy she is in love w
ith. Justina has spent alm

ost a year trying 
to overcom

e a reputation for being an excessive kisser. T
hroughout those m

onths, 
her friendship w

ith Ian grew
, and so did her love for him

. She recounts her story to 
the cashier at the 7-Eleven, using the stains on her iridescent blue dress as clues to 
uncovering her crazy night. 

D
itched is an entertaining light read. T

his story is perfect for an individual read. A
lthough 

the recom
m

ended reading level is grade seven and up, I w
ould not suggest this novel 

to a m
iddle school student due to the language and m

arijuana and kissing references.
D

eanna V
elazquez

N
ashville, T

N

Figh
tin

g for D
on

tae by M
ike C

astan  
R

ealistic Fiction/ Identity
H

oliday H
ouse, 2012, 150 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-8234-2348-4

Javier is a m
iddle school adolescent torn betw

een tw
o w

orlds. H
e w

ants to help his 
m

om
 at hom

e and secretly loves to read. Y
et, he fi

nds him
self involved in the neigh-

borhood M
exican A

m
erican gang, know

ing the violence and drug use is w
rong. Javier 

tries to keep a cool im
age w

ith his friends at school until he takes an elective as a 
teacher’s aide in the special ed class. Surprisingly, Javier describes the elective as the 
best part of his day and develops em

pathy and patience for students in the special ed 
classroom

. A
fter several close calls, Javier m

ust m
ake decisions for him

self to balance 
his com

plicated life.

U
rban students w

ho like the thrill of adventure and violence w
ill appreciate this plot. 

T
his read is best fi

t for eighth grade and above due to the violence, drug use, and 
frequent profanity. 

Lindsey N
elson

N
ashville, T

N
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Losers in
 Space by John B

arnes  
R

elationships/Science Fiction/T
echnology/Fam

e
V

iking Juvenile, 2012, 384 pp., $18.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-67006-156-3

Sixteen-year-old Susan T
ervaille, the daughter of a fam

ous actor, craves fam
e about 

as m
uch as anyone else living in 2129. W

ork has becom
e passé, and D

erlock, Susan’s 
new

 boyfriend, concocts a plan to gain the w
orld’s attention by hijacking a spacecraft 

bound for M
ars w

hile supposedly visiting Susan’s aunt. T
hings go w

rong quickly, and 
Susan realizes that she cannot trust D

erlock, for w
hom

 the end alw
ays justifi

es the 
m

eans. A
s friendships unravel and lives are lost, the crew

 m
em

bers m
ust fi

nd a w
ay 

back hom
e w

ith only lim
ited w

indow
s of opportunity. B

arnes handles his characters 
and their plight deftly w

hile m
aking observations about the obsession w

ith celebrity 
that seem

s to typify life in the future, in m
any w

ays m
irroring the current preoccupa-

tion w
ith reality program

m
ing. R

eaders m
ay be just as interested in the science-related 

“N
otes for the Interested” sections that accom

pany the storyline, such as the characters’ 
believable evolution during their space journey.

B
arbara A

. W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A
 

M
e an

d E
arl an

d th
e D

yin
g G

irl by Jesse A
ndrew

s  
R

elationships/D
eath/A

rt
H

arry N
. A

bram
s/A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2012, 304 pp., $16.95  
ISB

N
: 978-1-41970-176-4

U
ntil this year, G

reg G
aines has m

anaged to rem
ain unnoticed, tolerated by the vari-

ous cliques in his high school but really fi
tting now

here. H
e and his friend Earl, a 

foul-m
outhed teen w

ith aspirations for a better life, w
rite and fi

lm
 their ow

n m
ovies, 

som
etim

es featuring the fam
ily feline, C

at Stevens. W
hen G

reg’s form
er friend, R

achel 
K

ushner, is diagnosed w
ith leukem

ia, he unw
illingly spends tim

e w
ith her, entertain-

ing her w
ith stories, jokes, and the fi

lm
s. A

s G
reg hides behind his cam

era, he fi
nally 

realizes that R
achel’s uniqueness w

ill be lost once she’s gone. A
lthough the narrator’s 

voice is intrusive, self-deprecating, and dow
nright annoying at tim

es, it allow
s G

reg 
to shield him

self from
 his feelings about R

achel’s illness and im
pending death. T

his 
poignant yet unexpectedly hilarious story w

ill m
ove teen readers coping w

ith loss or 
pondering their ow

n m
ortality. A

rt doesn’t im
itate life here; instead, it am

plifi
es reality 

for the budding fi
lm

m
aker. 

B
arbara A

. W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A

M
y Life in

 B
lack an

d W
h
ite by N

atasha Friend  
C

oping/R
elationships/Self-Esteem

V
iking Juvenile, 2012, 304 pp., $17.99  

ISB
N

: 978-0-67001-303-6 

Sophom
ore Lexi’s life is the envy of others. N

ot only does she have looks to die for, 
but she also has a great boyfriend in R

yan and a loyal best friend in T
aylor. Everything 

changes during a disastrous night w
hen she is betrayed by the tw

o at a party and then is 
injured in a car w

reck. In her eyes, her facial injuries m
ake her less physically attractive 

than she w
as, and she lashes out at those around her, since she fears facing the w

orld 
as less than beautiful. N

ow
 that she has lost her beauty, the thing that defi

ned her, 
Lexi em

barks on a journey leading to self-aw
areness and self-acceptance. T

he anger, 
jealousy, and vengefulness she experiences along the w

ay are described realistically, 
w

ith the author building sym
pathy for Lexi w

hile also show
ing her behaving badly. 

T
een readers w

ill em
pathize w

ith Lexi’s struggle to reinvent herself am
id the book’s 

m
ultifaceted characters. 

B
arbara A

. W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A

M
aster of D

eceit: J. E
dgar H

oover  
Espionage/Politics/A

m
erican H

istory
an

d A
m

erica in
 th

e A
ge of Lies  

by M
arc A

ronson 
C

andlew
ick, 2012, 230 pp., $25.99  

ISB
N

: 978-0-76365-025-4

J. Edgar H
oover w

as arguably one of the m
ost pow

erful m
en in the U

nited States during 
his lifetim

e. T
his thoughtful, thoroughly researched biography provides insight into the 

Federal B
ureau of Investigation director w

hose hubris allow
ed him

 to consider him
self 

above the law
 and to keep secret fi

les on those he feared, disliked, or suspected of be-
ing C

om
m

unist sym
pathizers. W

hile describing H
oover’s childhood and his later rise 

to pow
er, this book is m

uch m
ore than H

oover’s story; it’s actually a vivid description 
of our nation during the ’50s and ’60s—

a tim
e of paranoia w

ith parallels to the period 
after the Septem

ber 11, 2001, terrorist attacks. Exam
ining the past carefully for clues 

to our possible future, the author w
eighs the price of secrecy and security. O

lder teen 
readers w

ill enjoy the book’s archival photographs and the author’s description of his 
ow

n research and w
riting process, and w

ill certainly w
ant to read m

ore about this 
ever-intriguing individual. 

B
arbara A

. W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A
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Su
rvive by A

lex M
orel 

Survival Stories/D
epression/Suicide/R

om
ance

R
azorbill, 2012, 259 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-59514-510-9

Jane Solis has a foolproof suicide plan. H
aving played by the treatm

ent center’s rules 
and convinced her doctors that she is healthy enough to fl

y hom
e for C

hristm
as, she 

prepares to sw
allow

 the pills that w
ill kill her during the fl

ight. B
ut the plane crashes 

in a w
ilderness area, leaving only Jane and her annoying seatm

ate, Paul H
art, as 

survivors. Suddenly, as m
uch as she had w

anted to die, Jane now
 w

ants to live, and 
the tw

o w
alk and clim

b as far as they can in order to im
prove their chances of being 

spotted by any rescuers. T
hey form

 a strong connection as they rely on each other for 
survival, even sharing secrets. W

hen Paul is injured severely, he insists that Jane leave 
for help, possibly saving the tw

o of them
. T

een readers w
ill be touched by this poignant 

rom
ance w

hile debating their decisions and pondering their ow
n capacity to survive.

B
arbara A

. W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A

T
h
e D

isen
ch

an
tm

en
ts by N

ina LaC
our 

Fiction/Sum
m

er R
oad T

rips
D

utton B
ooks, 2012, 308 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-525-42219-8

A
s the sum

m
er after graduation kicks off, C

olby is ready for the best year of his life. 
First, he w

ill be touring the Pacifi
c N

orthw
est w

ith his best friend B
ev and her band, 

the D
isenchantm

ents. A
fterw

ards, C
olby and B

ev w
ill be taking a one-w

ay fl
ight to 

Paris to em
bark upon their yearlong European backpacking journey. H

ow
ever, once 

the tour begins, C
olby receives som

e astonishing new
s: B

ev is leaving him
 and their 

traveling plans behind for an art school on the other side of the country. D
espite B

ev’s 
betrayal, the show

 m
ust go on. A

nd as the sum
m

er quickly passes, C
olby struggles 

not only w
ith B

ev’s grow
ing distance, but w

ith w
hat to do w

ith his suddenly uncertain 
future. In T

he D
isen

chan
tm

en
ts, N

ina LaC
our w

eaves together a captivating story about 
m

usic, art, and grow
ing up that perfectly captures the feelings of a group of friends 

w
ho are w

aiting for a new
 chapter of life to begin.

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
e Fin

e A
rt of T

ru
th

 or D
are by M

elissa Jensen 
R

om
ance/H

igh School
Speak, 2012, 380 pp., $8.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-14-242090-4

For Ella M
arino and her friends Frankie and Sadie, T

ruth or D
are is a w

ay of life. N
ot 

only does it keep their friendship in balance (truths keep Frankie from
 exaggerating 

too m
uch), but it also keeps things interesting (dares encourage Sadie to com

e out of 
her shell every once in a w

hile). For Ella though, T
ruth or D

are has alw
ays been about 

the truths because they, unlike fl
ashy dares, m

ake life less com
plicated and allow

 her 
to fl

y under the radar. B
ut by som

e strange tw
ist of fate, Ella fi

nds herself tutored by 
the popular and im

possibly charm
ing A

lex B
ainbridge, and suddenly all of the sim

ple 
truths that she had once surrounded herself w

ith becom
e a lot m

ore com
plicated. In 

T
he Fin

e A
rt of T

ruth or D
are, M

elissa Jensen has created a lighthearted story about a 
girl w

ho learns that she m
ust take a few

 dares in order to fi
nd out w

hat she truly w
ants.

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N

T
h
e In

fects by Sean B
eaudoin 

Z
om

bies/R
elationships/Science Fiction

C
andlew

ick, 2012, 384 pp., $16.99  
ISB

N
: 978-0-76365-947-9

A
n equally brainy blending of chilling and hilarious, this book im

agines the com
ing 

zom
bie apocalypse and m

ay prevent readers from
 ever eating chicken again. W

hen 
prisoner N

ick (N
ero) Sole accidentally cuts him

self severely w
hile w

orking at a poultry 
processing plant, he is blam

ed for the ensuing m
ayhem

, and is sent on a cam
ping trip 

w
ith several other prisoners. A

w
akening to the sights and sounds of their counselors 

dining on som
e of their com

panions after fi
nishing chicken dinners, they race tow

ard 
a m

ountain lodge for safety. C
hanneling the voice of a celebrity w

restler, N
ero as-

sum
es leadership in staving off the relentless attacks from

 the ever-grow
ing zom

bie 
hordes. C

onnoisseurs of puns and clever w
riting w

ill relish the references to zom
bies 

as “M
oaners” and “Sham

burglars.” N
ot for the squeam

ish due to its graphic descrip-
tions of carnage, this story is as m

uch a zom
bie travelogue as a rom

antic rom
p, since 

N
ero fi

nds love, after a fashion. 
B

arbara A
. W

ard
Pullm

an, W
A
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T
h
e W

h
ite Z

on
e by C

arolyn M
arsden 

R
ealistic Fiction/Ethnicity

Lerner, 2012, 192 pp., $17.95 
ISB

N
: 978-0761373834

N
ouri, a Shiite M

uslim
, and T

alib, a half-Sunni/half-Shiite, are cousins w
ho have spent 

their childhoods together. B
ut as w

ar rages in B
aghdad, divisions betw

een the Shiites 
and Sunnis grow

 stronger. W
hen N

ouri’s uncle is m
urdered in a Sunni attack, N

ouri 
begins to resent all Sunnis, including T

alib. M
eanw

hile, T
alib struggles to understand 

w
hy his fam

ily is being blam
ed and m

istreated. Just w
hen it seem

s the fi
ghting w

ill 
never end, snow

 falls on B
aghdad, som

ething that has never before happened. It is in 
this m

iraculous m
om

ent that the tw
o opposing religious sects are able to agree on one 

thing—
the incredible beauty of the falling snow

.

M
arsden’s w

ork is highly pertinent to today’s society in w
hich people are quick to 

overgeneralize others based on their race or religion. T
he alternating points of view

 in 
this story allow

 the reader to see both sides of a current social and religious struggle.
M

arlow
e B

rant
N

ashville, T
N

W
h
at’s Left of M

e by K
at Z

hang 
D

ystopian/Identity
H

arper, 2012, 356 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-06-211487-7

Eva and A
ddie began their lives the w

ay they w
ere supposed to—

tw
o souls w

orking 
together in one body. O

ne soul w
as supposed to becom

e dom
inant, but Eva is still there 

in A
ddie’s thoughts, even though she can no longer control their body. T

heir parents 
are w

orried because their daughter is not settling. A
w

are of the w
ay society view

s these 
hybrids, Eva and A

ddie w
ork to trick the doctors into thinking that A

ddie is the only 
soul in their body. Everything goes according to plan until they m

eet a girl w
ho tries 

to help Eva regain control, a risk that could cost them
 their lives.

Eva and A
ddie’s story w

ill be loved by readers w
ho enjoy thinking about the “w

hat if?” 
and issues of identity. T

heir story offers a com
pelling start to T

he H
ybrid C

hronicles, 
Z

hang’s fi
rst w

ork.
M

arlow
e B

rant
N

ashville, T
N

T
raffi

cked by K
im

 Purcell 
Fiction/T

raffi
cking

Penguin G
roup, 2012, 384 pp., $11.98 

ISB
N

: 978-0-670-01280-0

A
fter both of her parents are killed in a tragic bom

bing accident, H
annah is presented 

w
ith an opportunity to leave her hom

e in M
oldova to start a new

 life in the U
nited States 

of A
m

erica. She envisions w
orking as a nanny during the day and learning English as a 

student at night. A
fter arriving in A

m
erica, she not only learns that she w

ill be unable 
to attend school, but also is treated as a slave in the hom

e of her “new
 fam

ily.” She is 
threatened w

ith prostitution and even the father of the children she takes care of takes 
advantage of her sexually. W

hen the m
other fi

nds out about their relations, she takes 
m

atters into her ow
n hands and leaves H

annah w
ondering if she w

ill even survive the 
night in a house she can no longer call a hom

e. 
Libby B

yrnes
A

lpharetta, G
A

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630
T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.
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