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H
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an
d th

e B
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en
eral G
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igi A

m
ateua  

ISB
N

: 978-0-7636-4792-6
C

andlew
ick, 2012, 240 pp., $16.99

A
 slave nam

ed G
abriel is unable to both defend the love of his life and earn the m

oney 
to buy her freedom

, so he m
akes a decision. Freedom

 for just his ow
n fam

ily is not 
enough. U

sing the forge to turn pitchforks into sw
ords and his eloquence to turn dream

s 
into rallying cries, G

abriel plots a rebellion involving thousands of slaves, free blacks, 
poor w

hites, and N
ative A

m
ericans. 

A
m

ateua’s storytelling is outstanding in this book as she tells the story of a slave show
-

ing how
 horrible slavery w

as. Everything that G
abriel goes through becom

es a driving 
force behind his starting a R

evolution to bring liberty to those w
ho have been w

ronged 
in their lives. T

his story show
s G

abriel putting everything on the line to achieve freedom
 

for everyone he cares about. A
fter reading this book, I think that G

abriel is a true hero.
A

lex K
lem

ent
B

aton R
ouge, LA

Fou
r Secrets by M

argaret W
iley 

M
ystery/Juvenile D

etention
C

arolrhoda LA
B

, 2012, 288 pp., $17.95 
ISB

N
: 978-0-7613-8535-6

It w
as a sim

ple plan, really. B
ut som

etim
es, the best-laid plans can go terribly w

rong. 
A

fter being torm
ented by golden boy C

hase D
obson for so long, K

atie, N
ate, and R

enata 
decide that they’ve fi

nally had enough. T
ogether, the three best friends create a plan 

to kidnap C
hase. A

ll they w
ant to do is scare him

 a little so that he’ll leave them
 and 

their secrets alone. A
t fi

rst, their plan seem
s to be w

orking, but soon things take an 
unexpected turn, and they fi

nd them
selves in w

ay deeper w
ith C

hase than they ever 
thought they w

ould be. W
eaving together m

ysterious journal entries, vivid graphics, 
and fascinating characters, M

argaret W
iley has created a riveting story that w

ill have 
readers turning pages until the very end. Four Secrets is a unforgettable book that w

ill 
leave readers questioning the fi

ne line betw
een w

ell-deserved justice and cold-hearted 
revenge.

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N

D
iary of a W

im
py K

id: T
h
e T

h
ird W

h
eel by Jeff K

inney  
Fiction/C

om
edy

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2012, 224 pp., $13.95  

ISB
N

: 978-1-4197-0584-7

B
estselling author Jeff K

inney has done it again. T
he seventh episode of his D

iary of 
a W

im
py K

id series brings hilarious joy to any reader as his cartoon illustrations suc-
cessfully resurrect the m

em
ories of our m

iddle school days. 

It’s February and you know
 w

hat that m
eans. Love is in the air, and G

reg H
effl

ey is 
stuck in the m

iddle of it all. T
he upcom

ing V
alentine’s D

ay dance has turned G
reg’s 

w
orld upside dow

n as he and his best friend, R
ow

ley, scram
ble to fi

nd dates for the 
dance. A

n unexpected tw
ist soon grants G

reg a partner, and R
ow

ley is left the odd 
m

an out. H
ow

ever, the night has just begun and things are about to change. W
ho w

ill 
fi

nd love? K
inney’s heartw

arm
ing story, fi

lled w
ith tw

ists-and-turns, is guaranteed to 
transport any reader to a state of a pure delight. 

D
avid C

hang
C

hicago, IL

Freaklin
g by Lana K

rum
w

iede 
 D

ystopian Fiction/Identity
C

andlew
ick Press, 2012, 309 pp., $15.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7636-5937-0

In the great w
alled city of D

eliverance, w
here everyone possesses telekinetic abilities 

called psi, being different is dangerous. T
w

elve-year-old T
aem

on possesses a unique 
form

 of telekinesis that allow
s him

 to send his m
ind into objects to see how

 they w
ork. 

W
hen T

aem
on gets into an unfortunate accident, he loses his psi. People w

ithout psi 
are banished to the Pow

erless C
olony. So now

 T
aem

on m
ust hide his lack of psi if he 

w
ishes to continue living w

ith his fam
ily in D

eliverance. B
ut in a society w

here sim
ple 

tasks such as eating and brushing your teeth are done using psi, hiding this secret w
ill 

prove to be an im
possible task.

K
rum

w
iede successfully incorporates the idea of telekinesis into her novel to m

ake the 
fi

ctional society appear to be realistic. She incorporates sports, fam
ily, confl

ict, and 
m

orality into a thought-provoking story that m
ost readers w

ill enjoy.Stephanie G
ilbert

B
aton R

ouge, LA
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M
em

oirs of a T
een

age A
m

n
esiac by G

abrielle Z
evin 

R
elationships

Square Fish, 2007/2012 reprint, 271 pp., $ 8.99 
 ISB

N
: 978-0-312-56128-4

Sixteen-year old N
aom

i Porter suffers a traum
atic head injury w

hen she falls headfi
rst 

dow
n her high school’s front steps. W

aking up in the hospital, N
aom

i realizes she does 
not rem

em
ber anything after the sixth grade; four years of her life have been w

iped 
clean. N

aom
i m

ust get to know
 the person she w

as before her accident, and in the 
process, she is faced w

ith reassessing every detail of her life. W
ith no recent m

em
ories, 

w
e w

atch N
aom

i m
ore easily rise above the expectations of others and follow

 her heart 
as she w

rites new
 lyrics to her life song. 

M
em

oirs of a T
een

age A
m

n
esiac exam

ines a teenage girl’s second chance at four critical 
years of adolescence. T

his idea leaves the reader w
ondering if her injury and m

em
ory 

loss w
ere just an unfortunate accident, or som

ething m
ore providential—

som
ething 

that has allow
ed her to redefi

ne herself in w
ays otherw

ise im
possible. 

Lauren M
iller

R
aleigh, N

C

M
y M

ixed-u
p B

erry B
lu

e Su
m

m
er by Jennifer G

ennari 
R

ealistic Fiction
H

oughton M
iffl

in B
ooks for C

hildren, 2012, 119 pp., $16.99 ISB
N

: 978-0-547-57739-5

June w
as supposed to have the perfect sum

m
er sw

im
m

ing in the lake, exploring the 
w

oods w
ith her friend Luke, and entering her pie in the C

ham
plain V

alley Fair. If only 
her M

om
 w

eren’t planning on m
arrying Eva right after the civil union law

 w
as passed. 

If only everyone in tow
n w

asn’t m
aking a huge deal out of everything. June just can’t 

see how
 they can be nice to her and then hate her fam

ily. A
nd Eva’s upfront attitude 

isn’t helping either—
like any other parent, she puts June in aw

kw
ard social situations. 

A
m

idst m
ixed feelings about Eva, friendship crises, and objections from

 the tow
ns-

people, June gains the courage to stand up for w
hat is im

portant. She is just a typical 
12-year-old, trying to m

ake sense of the w
orld, be accepted by her friends, and spend 

som
e quality tim

e w
ith her M

om
s. 

Linda Sun 
H

ong K
ong

N
.E

.R
.D

.S.: T
h
e V

illain
 V

iru
s by M

ichael B
uckley  

C
hildren’s Espionage/T

hriller
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2012, 259 pp., $15.95  
ISB

N
: 978-1-4197-0415-4

Julio “Flinch” Escala is a student of T
hom

as K
now

lton M
iddle School. H

e has to deal 
w

ith his challenging double identity, teachers w
ho alw

ays pick on him
, and the un-

friendly principal w
ho labels him

 as a juvenile delinquent. Secretly, Flinch is an agent 
for N

.E.R
.D

.S., the N
ational Espionage, R

escue, and D
efense Society, w

hose m
ission 

is to save the w
orld. H

is superpow
er is hyperactivity, and he acquires it from

 candy 
bars and sugary sodas. Flinch and his team

m
ates save Paris from

 bom
bing, M

anhattan 
from

 shrinking, and H
ollyw

ood from
 exterm

ination.

T
hey soon fi

nd out that the giant head of H
eathcliff, a form

er m
em

ber of N
ER

D
S w

ho 
turned into a villain but w

as defeated, is the source of all the troubles: H
eathcliff’s 

nanobyte is the V
illain V

irus that changes everyone into villains. Flinch, the only agent 
w

ho is im
m

une to it, fi
nally defeats H

eathcliff w
ith the help of a group of juvenile 

delinquents.
K

a Y
uen C

heung
H

ong K
ong

M
om

en
tu

m
 by Saci Lloyd  

A
dventure/D

ystopian
H

oliday H
ouse, 2012, 215 pp., $16.95  

ISB
N

: 978-0-8234-2414-6

In the near future, London becom
es a city that faces frequent energy problem

s and 
is separated into tw

o w
orlds. T

he privileged C
itizens are rich in m

aterial possessions 
and live com

fortable lives, but they are restrained by a strict ID
 censor system

 and are 
under the control of a m

ilitary governm
ent and K

ossak soldiers. T
he favela, hom

e of the 
O

utsiders, though lacking in possessions and safety, grants its residents freedom
. H

unter 
N

ash, a C
itizen boy w

hose father w
orks for the governm

ent, yearns for the freedom
 of 

the O
utsiders and accidentally steps in their w

orld because of an O
utsider girl, U

m
a.

In order to protect a package that contains im
portant data about the O

utsiders’ revolu-
tionary organization, H

unter and U
m

a venture around London to fi
nd the new

 K
eeper. 

T
hough they endure a K

ossak attack and suffer from
 the forced betrayal of friends, they 

m
anage to keep the data safe, and H

unter decides to becom
e an O

utsider.
K

a Y
uen C

heung
H

ong K
ong
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T
h
e C

ase of th
e M

issin
g D

in
osau

r E
gg by M

artha Freem
an 

 C
hildren’s M

ystery
H

oliday H
ouse, 2013, 115 pp., $16.95  

 ISB
N

: 978-0-8234-2523-5

“First K
ids” C

am
m

ie, T
essa, and their cousin N

ate prove that life in the W
hite H

ouse 
is never boring w

hen they attend the M
useum

 of N
atural H

istory’s grand opening of 
its new

 dinosaur exhibit, and a recently discovered dinosaur egg cracks open on the 
spot! W

hen the egg reveals a baby ostrich instead of a dinosaur, the First K
ids set off 

on a new
 adventure (w

ith the help of their alw
ays energetic dog H

ooligan) to fi
nd the 

m
issing dinosaur egg belonging to the exhibit. 

In this far-fetched but enjoyable tale, C
am

m
ie, T

essa, and N
ate are launched into a 

political m
ystery as they investigate the goings-on at an Em

bassy of a certain nearby 
nation, visit an ostrich farm

, and hunt for clues around the m
useum

—
all the w

hile 
fulfi

lling their duties at the W
hite H

ouse Easter Egg R
oll.

R
achel M

orris
N

ashville, T
N

H
u
m

an
.4: T

h
e Fu

tu
re W

e Left B
eh

in
d  

Science Fiction/T
echnology

by M
ike A

. Lancaster 
 ISB

N
: 978-1-60684-410-6

Egm
ont U

SA
, 2012, 368 pp., $16.99 

Set  a thousand years after the end of Lancaster’s previous w
ork, this is the story of Peter 

V
incent, the son of the m

an w
ho invented the electric bee. Peter’s life is a perpetual 

fl
ood of incom

ing data from
 the Link, w

hich every hum
an is hard-w

ired into at all 
tim

es. O
ver the course of his tale, Peter encounters ghosts in pictures, altered m

em
ories, 

and a cult on the trail of an ancient conspiracy. A
ll are in pursuit of the answ

er to a 
dangerous question: can the Link be trusted?

Lancaster plays w
ith som

e of the w
ell-know

n tropes of the genre, but also uses som
e 

shockingly Lovecraftian storytelling. A
long the w

ay, he challenges our m
odern over-

reliance on technology and w
hat it m

eans to be hum
an in a w

orld w
here the lines 

betw
een technology and its users are blurred. 

B
reon G

uarino
N

ashville, T
N

T
h
e D

arkest M
in

ds by A
lexandra B

racken 
R

ealistic Fiction
H

yperion, 2012, 488 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4231-5737-3

In the not-too-distant future, a disease know
n as Idiopathic A

dolescent A
cute N

euro-
degeneration, or IA

A
N

, w
ill w

ipe out a m
ajority of A

m
erica’s young adult population. 

T
he survivors w

ill be labeled as the Psi—
a generation endow

ed w
ith uncontrollable 

and frightening pow
ers of telekinesis. In response, the federal governm

ent develops 
rehabilitation cam

ps for anyone exhibiting sym
ptom

s. A
fter six years inside T

hurm
ond, 

the m
ost notorious of the rehab cam

ps, R
uby escapes and joins a band of non-psi kids 

w
ho are also on the run.

R
uby is w

ell aw
are of the dangers her gifts pose to her new

 friends and how
 valuable 

they are to the anti-governm
ent agencies still hunting her. Som

ehow
 R

uby m
ust fi

nd 
a w

ay to control her pow
ers and learn w

ho she can and cannot trust. B
racken tells 

a com
pelling story of friendship, betrayal, and survival inside a new

 com
m

unity of 
A

m
erican adolescents. 

Em
ily M

ow
ry

N
ashville, T

ennessee

T
h
e Icaru

s P
roject by Laura Q

uim
by 

Fantasy A
dventure/

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2012, 304 pp., $16.95 

Science Fiction
 

 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4197-0402-4

M
aya Parson w

ants nothing else but to go on an expedition and be a part of history in 
the m

aking, m
uch like her anthropologist m

other does. W
hen a m

ysterious expedition 
coincides w

ith M
aya’s spring break, M

aya accom
panies her father on a paleontology 

dig to the C
anadian A

rctic. A
s chaos begins to break out on the expedition, M

aya is 
forced to act on her ow

n to fi
ght for w

hat she believes is right. 

A
long w

ith her friend K
yle, M

aya schem
es her w

ay to uncovering the m
ystery surround-

ing the expedition and m
akes a choice that could jeopardize the entire trip. T

hroughout 
the adventure, M

aya w
ill learn lessons in responsibility, com

passion, and hum
an nature, 

all the w
hile grow

ing up. W
ho can you trust to do the right thing?

Spencer H
oddeson

N
ashville, T

N
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T
h
e Y

ear of th
e B

ook by A
nnabel M

onaghan 
Juvenile Fiction/Friendship

H
oughton M

iffl
in, 2012, 146 pp., $15.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-547-68463-5

Fourth grade w
as supposed to be A

nna W
ang’s best year yet, but w

hen her best friend 
Laura show

s up to school w
ith a pair of new

 friends, things begin to go dow
nhill. A

s 
if things w

eren’t bad enough, her m
other decides that this w

ill be the year that A
nna 

fi
nally learns C

hinese! Saddened by Laura’s betrayal and frustrated by C
hinese’s w

ay-
too-com

plex characters, A
nna retreats into her books. T

hey are a cherished escape, 
leading her aw

ay from
 boredom

 and sadness to w
onderful new

 w
orlds w

ith adventures 
aplenty. B

ut soon, tragedy strikes, and A
nna m

ust learn w
hat it m

eans to be a real 
friend. Interw

eaving m
ultidim

ensional characters, fam
iliar novels, and interesting bits 

of C
hinese culture in T

he Y
ear of the B

ook, A
nnabel M

onaghan creates a w
onderful 

story about a young girl navigating the ups and dow
ns of friendship w

ith a little help 
from

 som
e books.

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N

Y
oko O

n
o: C

ollector of Skies  
A

rt/M
usic/Fam

e/R
elationships/B

iography
by N

ell B
eram

 &
 C

arolyn B
oriss-K

rim
sky   

ISB
N

: 978-1-41970-444-4
H

arry N
. A

bram
s, 2013, 176 pp., $24.95

Perhaps m
ost fam

ous for her relationship w
ith B

eatle John Lennon, Y
oko O

no w
as also 

an artist and m
usician in her ow

n right. A
s is often the case w

ith celebrities, fans of 
her husband’s band regarded her as a hanger-on, basking in refl

ected glory. N
othing 

could be further from
 the truth. T

he child of w
ealthy parents, Y

oko led a privileged 
life in Japan w

here she attended the country’s best schools. H
er ow

n creative spirit 
prom

pted m
usical and artistic experim

entation. R
eaders w

ill gain a new
 appreciation 

for this com
plicated, determ

ined w
om

an com
pelled to push boundaries. Filled w

ith 
insight about Y

oko’s inspirations and acknow
ledgem

ent of her character fl
aw

s, the text 
leaves readers curious and fi

lled w
ith adm

iration for how
 she faced dow

n sexism
, rac-

ism
, and ageism

. T
his biography m

ust be savored w
hile listening to som

e of her m
usic 

and brow
sing through som

e of the book’s photos of the artist and her original artw
ork. 

B
arbara A

. W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A

W
on

der Sh
ow

 by H
annah B

arnaby 
H

istorical Fiction/A
dventure

H
oughton M

iffl
in H

arcourt, 2012, 267 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-547-59980-9

Portia R
em

ini loves nothing m
ore than telling stories—

especially to her father, M
ax. 

B
ut w

hen he goes aw
ay, just like her gypsy relatives, and leaves Portia w

ith A
unt So-

phia, Portia m
ust adjust to a m

uch less im
aginative w

orld. A
unt Sophia soon realizes 

that giving Portia a hom
e is too great a challenge for her child-m

anagem
ent skills, she 

resorts to an alternative m
ethod: the M

cG
reavey H

om
e for W

ayw
ard G

irls, w
ith its 

sinister director, M
ister. If Portia ever w

ants to fi
nd M

ax, she know
s she m

ust escape 
M

ister’s eerie control. W
hat better route than the circus?

W
on

der Show
 blends fairy-tale charm

, history, and the quirks of life into an unorthodox 
novel. A

 fantastic journey of m
yth and m

urder, eccentricity and em
pathy, Portia’s ad-

ventures lead her in search of hom
e. Portia m

ay be a natural-born storyteller, but only 
by living her ow

n story can she understand w
here she has been, and w

here she m
ay go. 

Laura C
ram

er
N

ashville, T
N

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630
T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.
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