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B
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Identity/R
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A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2013, 288 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4197-0387-4

Sixteen-year-old Im
ogen hides under a table at a local diner w

hen an arm
ed robber 

appears; a young m
an huddles nearby. T

he police subsequently kill the thief. A
lthough 

a black belt in tae kw
on do, Im

ogen blam
es herself for the death, since she believes 

she cow
ered in fear and forgot her skills. She fi

nally m
eets R

icky, her ally at the café; 
they em

bark on a journey of recovery together. Im
ogen is fi

lled w
ith anger and guilt; 

she yearns for a physical fi
ght to prove she is no longer a victim

. R
icky w

ants her to 
teach him

 m
artial arts w

hile Im
ogen’s m

otive is to defeat him
. T

heir rom
ance som

ehow
 

develops, but Im
ogen’s bitterness threatens to destroy it. 

Im
ogen’s dark sense of hum

or encourages the reader to root for her as Skilton’s trau-
m

atic tale unfolds through fl
ashbacks and in the present w

orld of nightm
ares, vengeful 

rages, and psychosom
atic illness. 

Judith A
. H

ayn
Little R

ock, A
R

E
lean

or an
d P

ark by R
ainbow

 R
ow

ell 
R

om
ance/Identity

St. M
artin’s G

riffi
n, 2013, 288 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-250-01257-9

Eleanor is the new
 girl in 1986 O

m
aha; Park reluctantly allow

s her to sit by him
 on 

the school bus to save her from
 harassm

ent by his cruel classm
ates. Park is sm

all and 
A

sian, w
hich m

ight m
ake him

 the butt of jokes; how
ever, his taekw

ondo training gives 
him

 credibility. H
is m

om
 is K

orean, and his dad m
arried her w

hen he w
as in the A

rm
y; 

handsom
e and athletic older brother Josh seem

s to be the favorite at hom
e. Eleanor, 

w
ho is gaw

ky and red-headed, has just been allow
ed back hom

e by her alcoholic and 
abusive stepdad R

ichie. H
e has beaten Eleanor’s m

om
 into subm

ission w
hile the four 

young siblings cow
er in silence. 

A
 poignant rom

ance, originally based on com
ic books and punk rock, slow

ly develops 
for the truly star-crossed m

isfi
t couple. T

he tw
o play out a fam

iliar, yet suspenseful, 
dram

a told from
 their alternating view

points—
a spellbinding young adult rom

ance.
Judith A

. H
ayn
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R

C
all M

e O
klah

om
a! by M

iriam
 G

lassm
an 

R
ealistic Fiction/H

um
or

H
oliday H

ouse, 2013, 123 pp., $16.95  
ISB

N
: 978-0-8234-2742-0

O
n the fi

rst day of fourth grade, Paige decides that she doesn’t w
ant to feel like a little 

m
ouse anym

ore. She is going to be gutsy and spunky and she is changing her nam
e to 

O
klahom

a! H
er teacher says that there are m

any possible selves in everyone, and Paige 
sets out to fi

nd her O
klahom

a self. H
er obstacles, though, are the m

ean girl V
iveca, 

her hyperactive cousin C
ordelia, dark and terrible stage fright, and m

any other things. 

Paige realizes that becom
ing a brave person doesn’t happen overnight. It’s all the little 

changes that count—
she stands up to V

iveca, tries caulifl
ow

er, and plays the piano 
for the entire school. A

s her new
 nam

e O
klahom

a catches on, she decides that she is 
happy being Paige; there is nothing she can’t do as Paige.

Linda Sun
H

ong K
ong

E
n
riqu

e’s Jou
rn

ey by Sonia N
azario 

N
onfi

ction
D

elacorte, 2013, 240 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-385-74327-3

A
n adaptation for young readers of N

azario’s original 2006 adult w
ork, the book is 

subtitled “T
he T

rue Story of a B
oy D

eterm
ined to R

eunite w
ith H

is M
other.” B

ased on 
a series of Pulitzer Prize-w

inning articles, it is a disturbing, yet uplifting, story. 

D
uring N

azario’s lengthy research, she m
et 17-year-old Enrique in a M

exican m
igrant 

shelter. She retraced his 1600 m
ile journey that included traveling atop freight trains. 

M
ovingly, she reveals the desperation and determ

ination that m
arks Enrique’s desire 

to fi
nd the w

om
an w

ho deserted him
. W

hen he w
as fi

ve grow
ing up in T

egucigalpa, 
H

onduras, his m
other Lourdes fl

ed to the U
S for w

ork so she could send m
oney back; 

she encourages him
 to be patient and that they w

ill reunite soon. A
fter 11 years, the 

disillusioned boy joins thousands of other im
m

igrant children w
ho follow

ed sim
ilar 

paths to fi
nd the love they are m

issing. T
he reconciliation is bittersw

eet as the plight 
of illegal aliens threatens to destroy a dream

.
Judith A

. H
ayn

Little R
ock, A

R
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H
u
rrican

e H
eat by Steven B

arw
in 

 R
ealistic/A

thletics
O

rca, 2013, 162 pp., $9.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4598-0213-1

It’s been fi
ve years since T

ravis’s parents died in a car crash and he w
as separated 

from
 his sister A

m
anda. A

fter A
m

anda sends a m
ysterious postcard, T

ravis ventures 
to C

alifornia in hopes of fi
nding his lost sibling. W

hile seeking inform
ation, T

ravis 
m

eets Ethan, w
ho discovers T

ravis’s baseball skills and convinces him
 to join a sum

-
m

er league. T
ravis instantly becom

es a top player and is even gaining attention from
 

scouts. H
ow

ever, w
hen baseball and the search for his sister start to confl

ict, T
ravis 

m
ust decide w

hat is m
ost im

portant for his life and future. 

A
s T

ravis’s sum
m

er com
es to an end, he reaches the peak of his search and baseball 

season. A
lthough the clim

actic m
om

ent is perhaps underplayed after the built suspense, 
T

ravis’s struggle of balancing adolescent concerns, baseball, and fam
ily becom

es a very 
relatable experience. H

urrican
e H

eat does a suffi
cient job in establishing the value of 

responsibility and fam
ilial im

portance. 
A

ly M
artin

N
ashville, T

N

Islan
d of T

h
ieves by Josh Lacey  

A
ction/A

dventure
H

oughton M
iffl

in H
arcourt, 2011, 228 pp., $15.99  

ISB
N

: 978-0-547-76327-9

T
w

o things com
e easily to T

om
 T

relaw
ney: getting bored and getting in trouble. W

hen 
his parents need som

ebody to take care of him
 w

hile they go on vacation alone, only his 
m

ysterious U
ncle H

arvey is w
illing to take in such a troublem

aker. B
ut U

ncle H
arvey 

is a troublem
aker, too. A

s soon as T
om

 arrives at his house, U
ncle H

arvey w
hisks him

 
off to Peru to seek out a long-lost treasure.

A
s he searches for secret treasure, T

om
 learns secrets about his ow

n fam
ily. H

e is also 
able to help U

ncle H
arvey fi

nd the treasure through his know
ledge of history. Islan

d of 
T

hieves links historical theory w
ith action-packed adventure in a w

ay that leads readers 
to speculate about how

 w
hat they have learned about the past m

ay im
pact their present 

and how
 they can discover secrets about their ow

n histories.
Laura C

ockm
an

Fishers, IN

Lau
ren

 Y
an

ofsky H
ates th

e H
olocau

st by Leanne Lieberm
an  

T
een/R

om
ance

O
rca, 2013, 227 pp., $12.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4598-0109-7

Lauren Y
anofsky, as the nam

e suggests, loathes the H
olocaust, despite her Jew

ish 
background. W

ith a father w
ho studies the H

olocaust and a fam
ily history affected 

by the H
olocaust, the H

olocaust has a w
ay of constantly popping up in Lauren’s life. 

H
ow

ever, w
hen Lauren’s w

ould-be boyfriend partakes in a gam
e that involves w

earing 
sw

astikas and pretending to be N
azis, Lauren im

m
ediately runs into a personal confl

ict. 
Lauren is forced to consider if she can really date a guy w

ho is insensitive to her past 
and if she should tell som

eone about the gam
e.

W
ith her relationship on the line, Lauren m

ust decide w
hether to do the right thing or 

suppress her heritage. T
hroughout her personal dilem

m
as, Lauren learns m

ore about 
her past, and m

ore im
portantly, m

ore about herself. She struggles w
ith tough decisions 

even as she struggles w
ith the challenges of grow

ing up. W
ith the confl

ict of love versus 
beliefs, Lauren has to m

ake m
ature decisions about how

 she is going to live her life.
Spencer H

oddeson
N

ashville, T
N

In
 T

oo D
eep by N

orah M
cC

lintock  
M

ystery/Juvenile D
elinquency

Lerner, 2013, 218 pp., $17.99 
 ISB

N
: 978-0-7613-8318-5

R
obyn m

oves to a sleepy tow
n up north w

ith her friend M
organ. T

he tow
n seem

s pretty 
safe w

hen they fi
rst arrive, but R

obyn notices the tow
nspeople’s anxiety about a hom

e 
for at-risk youth. It’s a spot for teenage boys w

ho com
e from

 troubled fam
ilies and is 

run by controversial Jerry W
ilson, w

ho teaches the boys auto repair and self-discipline. 
R

obyn believes that Jerry’s boys are polite and helpful after they help her to fi
x her car, 

but her boyfriend, N
ick, believes that som

eone at Jerry’s place killed his friend’s brother. 

R
obyn decides to help, w

riting an article for the new
spaper as a cover for her investi-

gation. She fi
nds out too m

uch and is in danger. Finally, m
urder loom

s, w
ith R

obyn, 
N

ick and M
organ targeted as the victim

s. M
cC

lintock keeps her narrative and sentence 
structure sim

ple, m
aking her story accessible to less skilled readers.

 W
enjing Luo

C
hina
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N
an

tu
cket B

lu
e by Leila H

ow
land 

Y
oung A

dult Fiction/Sum
m

er R
om

ance
H

yperion, 2013, 304 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4231-7919-1

W
hen C

ricket T
hom

pson’s best friend, Jules C
layton, invites her to N

antucket for the 
sum

m
er, she’s expecting a life-changing experience. B

ut then, tragedy suddenly strikes 
the C

layton household and C
ricket’s dream

 vacation disappears. Instead of w
orking on 

her tan, she fi
nds herself w

orking odd jobs at a bed and breakfast. Just w
hen she thinks 

that her sum
m

er m
ight be a bust, she connects w

ith som
eone com

pletely unexpected. 
W

ith this new
 spark, though, com

es a risk, and for the fi
rst tim

e in her life, C
ricket 

m
ust decide w

hat she is w
illing to sacrifi

ce for her ow
n happiness. Leila H

ow
land has 

w
oven together a stunning story about the fragility of friendship, the excitem

ent of fi
rst 

love, and the im
portance of standing up for oneself. 

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N

T
agged by Eric W

alters 
 School/Street A

rt
O

rca, 2013, 136 pp., $9.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4598-0167-7

Ian C
heevers is enjoying spending his last year of high school w

ith his tw
o best friends, 

O
sw

ald and Julia. O
ne of his favorite pastim

es is to look at the graffi
ti done by the 

m
ysterious “W

iz.” H
ow

ever, M
ayor D

um
frey begins to fi

ght back against street art 
because it is illegal. A

lthough Ian believes graffi
ti is true art, the city rails against illegal 

artw
ork that defaces public property. 

Ian and his friends deal w
ith the illegal nature of guerilla art and w

hether graffi
ti is 

art or vandalism
. H

e hears M
ayor D

um
frey’s stance on crim

inalizing graffi
ti, but also 

learns about the political pow
ers of art in his A

rt A
ppreciation class. W

ill Ian fi
nd a 

w
ay to m

ake his opinions heard? W
ill the m

ysterious W
iz ever reveal his true identity?

C
andy Lee

N
orth B

runsw
ick, N

J

Sean
 G

risw
old’s H

ead by Lindsey Leavitt 
Y

oung A
dult Fiction/Identity

B
loom

sbury U
SA

 C
hildren’s, 2012, 304 pp., $9.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-59990-911-0

W
hen Payton G

ritas’s guidance counselor tells her to express her suppressed em
otions 

in a focus journal, she thinks that M
iss M

arietta m
ight need som

e counseling herself. 
B

ut w
hat begins as an annoying assignm

ent quickly evolves into a series of unexpected 
adventures. A

nd as Payton gets to know
 her focus subject better (a cute boy nam

ed 
Sean G

risw
old), she also fi

nds herself learning m
ore about her fam

ily and her best 
friend, Jac. U

ltim
ately, though, Payton w

ill have to learn to face the very incident that 
sent her into M

iss M
arietta’s offi

ce for counseling in the fi
rst place. Lindsey Leavitt 

tells the heartbreaking yet hilarious story of a teen girl navigating the afterm
ath of a 

devastating discovery. 
D

iana Liu
N

ashville, T
N

T
een

boat by D
ave R

om
an and John G

reen  
G

raphic N
ovel/H

um
or

C
larion B

ooks, 2012, 139 pp., $14.99  
ISB

N
: 978-0-547-63669-6

T
eenboat, a high school student w

ith the superpow
er to turn into a sm

all yacht, w
ants 

to be popular so that his crush, N
iña Pinta Santa M

aria, w
ill notice him

. H
is best friend 

Joey, a girl w
ith secret superpow

ers of her ow
n, does not like the crow

d he w
ants to 

hang out w
ith. T

hey use his boat-transform
ation pow

ers to take them
 to international 

w
aters to gam

ble, and they alm
ost trade him

 aw
ay to pirates.

A
lthough pirates are alw

ays after T
eenboat, they seem

 like the least of his problem
s as 

he navigates his fi
rst detention, fi

rst love, and fi
rst job. D

ave R
om

an and John G
reen 

present T
een

boat as a series of short, com
ic-book-style issues that build upon each other 

to show
 T

eenboat’s developm
ent as a teen and as a superhero. A

s T
eenboat navigates 

choppy w
aters and the high school social scene, T

een
boat takes readers on a brightly 

colored, pun-fi
lled journey through adolescence.

Laura C
ockm

an
Fishers, IN
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W
h
en

 Y
ou

 W
ish

 u
pon

 a R
at by M

aureen M
cC

arthy 
Fiction/M

iddle School
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2012, 288 pp., $16.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4197-0161-0

W
hat w

ould you do if you w
ere given the chance to perfect your life w

ith three w
ishes? 

For R
uth C

raze, an overw
orked and m

isunderstood eleven-year-old, changing her life 
sounds like a fabulous idea. W

hat she really w
ants in life are m

ore responsible parents, 
less obnoxious brothers, and true friends. So w

hen R
odney the R

at, a stuffed anim
al 

from
 her favorite aunt, offers her the chance to create the perfect life w

ith three w
ishes, 

R
uth jum

ps at the chance. B
ut as R

uth quickly discovers, w
ishes don’t alw

ays w
ork 

out the w
ay you think they w

ill, and soon she fi
nds herself am

idst a w
hole new

 set of 
m

isadventures. M
aureen M

cC
arthy w

eaves a charm
ing tale that w

ill leave readers asking 
them

selves w
hat they m

ight w
ish for if they ever com

e across their ow
n R

odney the R
at. 

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N

W
illiam

 an
d th

e Lost Spirit by  
Fantasy Fiction/A

dventure
G

w
en de B

onneval &
 M

atthieu B
onhom

m
e

G
raphic U

niverse, 2013, 160 pp., $9.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4677-0807-4

W
illiam

 de Sonac is unw
illing to accept the death of his father. T

o m
ake m

atters w
orse, 

his sister, H
elise, disappears in the m

iddle of the night to fi
nd their father’s m

urderer. 
W

illiam
 m

akes the diffi
cult decision to leave his m

other and accepts the call to adven-
ture, in hopes of saving his beloved sister.

W
illiam

 befriends a rugged troubadour and an am
iable goat as he desperately searches 

for the m
ysterious “far-off lands” w

here his father m
ay be. H

e encounters fi
ckle kings, 

barbarous bandits, and vicious m
onsters. O

nly w
hen W

illiam
 is badly injured does he 

fi
nd a w

ay betw
een the different w

orlds. Eventually, he w
akes beside his sister, and 

the tw
o of them

 ultim
ately discover the truth behind their father’s untim

ely death.

T
his tale is not predictable and touches upon a variety of classical tropes. Furtherm

ore, 
readers are able to delight in B

onhom
m

e’s vivid artistry that brings such a journey to life.
D

avid C
hang

C
hicago, IL

T
h

e W
ild B

ook
 by M

argarita Engle  
Poetry/H

istorical Fiction
H

oughton M
iffl

in H
arcourt, 2012, 121 pp., $16.99  

ISB
N

: 978-0-547-58131-6

In Fefa’s sm
all com

m
unity in the C

uban countryside, reading and w
riting poetry is 

the m
ain pastim

e. B
ut Fefa is diagnosed w

ith dyslexia, called “w
ord-blindness” by her 

doctor. Fefa’s m
other believes Fefa can overcom

e her problem
s w

ith w
ords. She gives 

Fefa a “w
ild book” w

here she can practice w
riting. Fefa thinks of her book like a garden 

w
here she can plant w

ords and grow
 her reading and w

riting skills.

R
eading becom

es an especially im
portant skill w

hen kidnappers ravage the countryside, 
leaving ransom

 notes for children. W
hen a threatening note appears in Fefa’s house 

one day, she m
ust fi

gure out w
ho sent it before the w

riter kidnaps her siblings. B
ased 

upon author M
argarita Engle’s grandm

other’s childhood in early tw
entieth century 

C
uba, this novel in verse explores w

hat it is like to overcom
e fear from

 both the out-
side and the inside.

Laura C
ockm

an
Fishers, IN

P
u
blish

ers w
h
o w

ish
 to su

bm
it a book for possible review

 sh
ou

ld sen
d 

a copy of th
e book to:

 
M

elan
ie H

u
n
dley

 
1021 D

elm
as A

ve.
 

N
ash

ville, T
N

 37216-3630
T
o su

bm
it a review

 for possible pu
blication

 or to becom
e a review

er, 
con

tact M
elan

ie H
u
n
dley at m

elan
ie.h

u
n
dley@

V
an

derbilt.edu
.
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