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Sh
adow

 on
 th

e M
ou

n
tain

 by M
argi Preus 

H
istorical Fiction

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2013, 304 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4197-0424-6

Espen, along w
ith his fam

ily and friends, have w
atched the N

azis com
e and occupy 

their country. T
he w

ar against the G
erm

ans w
as short, and the royal fam

ily has fl
ed

N
orw

ay for the allied countries. It w
ould seem

 that all hope is lost, but Espen w
ants to

fi
nd a w

ay to fi
ght the N

azis. H
is w

ish is granted as he becom
es a courier for the secret

resistance. A
fter som

e tim
e of doing this w

ithout failure, tragedy strikes and Espen 
takes a bigger role in the resistance. A

s the N
azis tighten their grip on the N

orw
egians,

Espen’s job gets m
ore com

plicated and dangerous. C
ould a teenager help end the N

azi 
occupation of N

orw
ay? C

an Espen becom
e a hero and still stay alive to see his country

again? H
e w

ill have to hide from
 the Shadow

 on the M
ountain.

M
argi Preus has crafted a historical fi

ction piece w
ith such excellence, you w

ill feel
like you are in N

orw
ay and running around as a secret spy. 

C
lay W

elch
Som

erset, K
Y

 

Skylark by M
eagan Spooner 

Science Fiction/D
ystopia

C
arolrhoda Lab, 2012, 333 pp., $17.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7613-8865-4

Lark A
insley should have been harvested of her R

esource years ago, but still, she w
aits

for her nam
e to be called on H

arvest D
ay. Finally, her turn com

es, but soon she realizes
that hers is no ordinary harvest. She believes herself to be one of the few

 R
enew

ables;
those w

ho can regenerate the R
esource after being harvested. Lark is certain that she

w
ants no part of a life that forces her into being a source of pow

er for the rest of those
w

ithin the W
all.

Lark’s journey takes her outside the W
all, a place that has alw

ays been forbidden, and
is determ

ined to fi
ght for her life. She encounters strange pockets of R

esource as w
ell

as “shadow
 m

en” w
ho threaten her life and are never too far behind her. Spooner

w
eaves a com

pelling story of survival and hum
an nature tw

isted w
ith a bit of m

agic.
A

drienne Fehringer
N

ashville, T
N

 

Sick by T
om

 Leveen 
H

orror/A
pocalyptic

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2013, 288 pp., $16.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4197-0805-3

“T
he ER

 has been blocked off by police at this tim
e. Patients are being asked to go to

other local hospitals. . . .” B
rian and his friends are the bad boys of the school. T

hey
skip class, intim

idate others, and get into an occasional fi
ght. B

ut w
hen a m

utating
zom

bie-like outbreak reaches their school, B
rian and his best friend C

had fi
nd them

­
selves stuck w

ith art geeks and dram
a w

eirdos in the theater departm
ent. B

rian’s
sister and ex-girlfriend are som

ew
here else in the school and likely in danger. T

hese
“bad kids” m

ust team
 w

ith the dram
a kids to go on a rescue m

ission. C
an they get to

the girls before it is too late? B
etter yet, w

ill they all survive or w
ill they becom

e Sick?

T
om

 Leveen’s fi
rst venture into the horror genre w

ill take you on a ride through the
m

ind of a teenager and lead you to see hidden bravery and hope in the next generation.
C

lay W
elch

Som
erset, K

Y
 

T
h
e B

oy on
 th

e B
ridge by N

atalie Standiford 
Studying A

broad/R
om

ance/C
ultural

Identity Scholastic Press, 2013, 256 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-54533-481-5

Intrigued by R
ussia, Laura R

eid spends a w
inter sem

ester abroad in Leningrad in 1982. 
She and her classm

ates tolerate the bad food, the brutally cold w
eather, and suspicious 

R
ussians. Laura’s chance m

eeting w
ith A

lyosha on the bridge near her dorm
 prom

pts
friendship and rom

ance as he introduces her to the real R
ussia—

places that only som
e­

one born in the country w
ould know

. T
hings m

ove fast betw
een the couple, and she

skips classes and m
isses curfew

 in order to spend tim
e w

ith him
. A

s her friends w
arn

her that A
lyosha m

ay have ulterior m
otives for his quickly professed love, doubts and

suspicions assail her. A
t som

e points, teen readers m
ay be just as confused as Laura 

is w
hen it com

es to know
ing w

ho to trust or believe. T
his com

pelling story, w
here

desperate situations often lead to desperate solutions, w
ill evoke shivers at the ending

as readers consider w
hat Laura has lost and gained. 

B
arbara A

. W
ard

Pullm
an, W

A
 

A5 

Clip &
 File YA B

ook Review
s
 

T ◆ H ◆ E 

ALAN 
REVIEW 



pA1-A8-ALAN-Winter14.indd   6 1/20/14   1:29 PM

        

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

T
h
e In

credible C
h
arlotte Sycam

ore by K
ate M

addison 
H

istorical Fiction
H

oliday H
ouse, 2013, 282 pp., $17.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-8234-2737-6

C
harlotte Sycam

ore, the daughter of the surgeon to Q
ueen V

ictoria, is none too pleased
about her im

pending arranged m
arriage to the m

uch older N
elson A

bercrom
bie. Seeking

som
e freedom

, C
harlotte abandons the safety of her hom

e at B
uckingham

 Palace for a
night of sw

ord fi
ghting w

ith her tw
o best friends w

hen they are suddenly attacked by
rabid m

echanical dogs. In order to save the lives of her friends as w
ell as the Q

ueen,
C

harlotte m
ust fi

nd w
ho is responsible for the m

onsters and put a stop to it any w
ay 

she can.

C
harlotte’s father alw

ays tells her, “be truthful to yourself and your beliefs,” and she
attem

pts to do just that. T
he events C

harlotte faces force her to decide w
hat it is she

believes in and how
 to be true to herself. She learns to stand on her ow

n and risks
everything to fi

ght for w
hat she believes to be right. 

A
drienne Fehringer

N
ashville, T

N
 

T
h
e Ligh

tn
in

g D
ream

er by M
argarita Engle 

H
istorical Fiction

H
oughton M

iffl
in H

arcourt, 2013, 182 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-547-80743-0

W
ith m

ore w
isdom

 and insight than the typical C
uban teenage girl, T

ula longs for a life 
different than the one her fam

ily and society force upon her. T
ula refuses to believe that

girls are not fi
t for an education. She refuses to accept the husband her m

other “buys”
for her. She also refuses to believe slavery is a good thing for her country. Frustrated
w

ith fam
ilial and societal expectations and beliefs, T

ula turns to w
riting to help her

process everything she endures. O
nly w

hen T
ula w

rites does she experience feelings
of freedom

. O
ver tim

e, T
ula learns how

 to use her w
riting to help others experience

freedom
 as w

ell.

T
his novel is a series of poem

s w
ritten from

 T
ula’s perspective and the perspectives of

others she encounters. T
he entire w

ork is inspired by the real life and w
ork of abolition­

ist poet G
ertrudis G

óm
ez de A

vellaneda, w
hose childhood nam

e w
as T

ula. 
Laura W

ilczek
Eden Prairie, M

N
 

T
h
e In

fi
n
ite M

om
en

t of U
s by Lauren M

yracle 
R

om
ance/Identity

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2013, 336 pp., $17.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4197-0793-3

W
ren has alw

ays done exactly w
hat her parents w

ant, including studying to get into 
Em

ory’s pre-m
ed program

 and avoiding dating. A
s she graduates high school, she disap­

points her parents w
ith her decision to w

ork in G
uatem

ala instead of going to college
in the fall. For once, she needs to m

ake choices com
pletely on her ow

n. 

T
hen W

ren m
eets C

harlie. A
s they fall in love, C

harlie learns that not everyone w
ill

abuse him
 as his m

other and ex-girlfriend, Starrla, did. W
ren and C

harlie grow
 together

over the sum
m

er as they experience the new
ness and steam

iness of fi
rst love. T

he
excitem

ent of their discoveries of them
selves and of each other em

phasizes the pos­
sibilities opening to them

. R
eaders w

ill w
onder if W

ren and C
harlie w

ill stay together
beyond the sum

m
er as they grow

 aw
ay from

 the people w
ho have m

ade decisions for
them

 and grow
 into them

selves. 
Laura C

ockm
an

Fishers, IN
 

T
h
e Q

u
ick Fix by Jack D

. Ferriolo 
N

oir/M
ystery

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2012, 208 pp., $15.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-8109-9725-7

Franklin M
iddle School is a typical noir scene. It has its crim

e lord, V
inny, w

ho runs
gam

bling on basketball gam
es, its shady businessm

en, a set of tw
ins w

ho m
ake their 

ow
n blend of addictive pixy sticks, and its hall m

onitors trying to keep everything
straight. W

hen a popular cheerleader is taken to the “outs,” the irredeem
ably unpopular

clique, via a squirt gun shot, private eye M
att Stevens m

ust fi
gure out w

ho is m
ounting

a takeover of the school underw
orld and how

 the plot relates to a tiny box everyone 
seem

s anxious to fi
nd.

T
his sequel to T

he B
ig Splash stands on its ow

n as m
ystery readers try to fi

gure out
w

hodunit alongside junior high detective M
att. Plot tw

ists abound as suspects reveal
secret m

otives, hidden identities, and fall into the “outs.” M
att becom

es increasingly
entangled in m

ystery as he learns the roots of this crim
e tw

ist around his ow
n fam

ily.
Laura C

ockm
an

Fishers, IN
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T
h
e T

w
elve-Fin

gered B
oy by John H

ornor Jacobs 
Fiction 

Lerner Publishing G
roup, 2013, 264 pp., $17.95 

ISB
N

: 978-0-7613-9007-7

Shreveport Justice C
annon is doing com

fortable tim
e at C

asim
ir Pulaski Juvenile D

eten­
tion C

enter in A
rkansas, m

anipulating w
ards and pushing candy. Everything changes,

though, w
hen his new

 cellm
ate Jack arrives. H

e’s not quite norm
al in m

any w
ays, m

ost
notably in that he has tw

elve fi
ngers and is hiding a huge secret that w

ill lead him
 and

Shreve on the journey of a lifetim
e.

Jacobs’s fi
rst Y

A
 novel is a fast-paced, tw

isted narrative told from
 the perspective of

a juvenile delinquent w
ho gains som

e m
ysterious pow

ers after a chance encounter.
T

he com
bination of realism

 and science fi
ction m

akes for an unusual and engaging 
retelling of a classic “good vs. evil” storyline about hum

anity and the m
onsters w

e
hide w

ithin ourselves. 
O

livia G
ail D

rake
Sew

anee, T
N

 

T
o B

e P
erfectly H

on
est: 

R
elationships/V

erse N
ovel

A
 N

ovel B
ased on

 an
 U

n
tru

e Story by Sonya Sones
Sim

on &
 Schuster, 2013, 496 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-689-87604-2

A
 m

inor character from
 Sones’s O

n
e of T

hose H
ideous B

ooks W
here the M

other D
ies is

throw
n into the lim

elight in this novel in verse. C
olette, w

ho suffers from
 a “D

aughter­
of-a-Fam

ous-M
ovie-Star-D

isorder,” is a pathological liar. C
olette’s sum

m
er is ruined

w
hen her m

other takes an acting role in the m
iddle of now

here and expects C
olette to 

w
atch her little brother W

ill instead of going to France w
ith girlfriends. T

he sum
m

er
im

proves w
hen C

olette m
eets C

onnor, a young biker dude w
ith orange and black hair,

w
ho falls for her instead of using her to get closer to her fam

ous m
other. 

A
nyone w

ho know
s anything about lying know

s that one’s reality is affected by the 
lies, but w

hat happens w
hen a liar m

eets a liar? W
hat happens w

hen the lying starts
getting people hurt, especially those you love? R

eaders w
ill be sm

itten by W
ill—

his 
innocence and lisp—

and w
ill learn a thing or tw

o in the process. 
Joan F. K

ayw
ell

U
niversity of South Florida 

T
im

e betw
een

 U
s by T

am
ara Ireland Stone 

Fiction/R
om

ance/T
im

e T
ravel

H
yperion, 2012, 384 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4321-6840-9

G
row

ing up in 1990s suburbia, A
nna G

reene is a pretty norm
al teenager. She goes 

to school, runs cross-country, and w
orks in her fam

ily’s bookstore. B
ut one day, ev­

erything changes w
hen A

nna notices a shaggy-haired boy w
atching her on an early

m
orning run. O

ne m
om

ent, he’s there; the next m
om

ent, he’s disappeared into thin
air. A

nna is perplexed at fi
rst, but once she runs into the m

ysterious boy at school, she
quickly realizes that her life w

ill never be the sam
e again, because B

ennett C
ooper has

a secret—
a secret that w

ill not only bring them
 together, but can also tear them

 apart.
In her debut novel, T

am
ara Ireland Stone w

eaves together a captivating story that
addresses the classic question of w

hether or not love can truly stand the test of tim
e.

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N
 

T
rash

 C
an

 D
ays by T

eddy Steinkellner 
R

ealistic Fiction/Friendship
D

isney H
yperion B

ooks, 2013, 352 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4231-6632-0

Four m
iddle-schoolers narrate T

rash C
an

 D
ays: Jake Schw

artz, his sister H
annah, his

best friend D
anny, and aspiring w

riter D
orothy W

u. W
hile H

annah concerns herself
w

ith being popular, Jake struggles to m
ake friends in m

iddle school. H
e and D

anny
drift apart as D

anny becom
es a basketball star and begins a secret relationship w

ith
H

annah. Jake longs to fi
t in w

ith D
anny’s popular friends until he fi

nds out being
popular m

eans joining a gang.

A
s gang violence increases, the friendship betw

een Jake and D
anny strains. Instead of

follow
ing the crow

d, Jake and D
orothy begin a w

riting club and learn they can be cool 
just by being them

selves. T
he m

ulti-narrator form
at of T

rash C
an

 D
ays dem

onstrates
how

 each child deals w
ith his or her ow

n issues, but som
e of the topics and language

m
ight be too intense for the younger readers to w

hom
 this is recom

m
ended.
Laura C

ockm
an

Fishers, IN
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W
h
en

 Y
ou

 W
ish

 u
pon

 a R
at by M

aureen M
cC

arthy 
Fiction/M

iddle School
A

m
ulet B

ooks, 2012, 288 pp., $16.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4197-0161-0

W
hat w

ould you do if you w
ere given the chance to perfect your life w

ith three w
ishes?

For R
uth C

raze, an overw
orked and m

isunderstood 11-year-old, changing her life sounds
like a fabulous idea. W

hat she really w
ants in life are m

ore responsible parents, less 
obnoxious brothers, and true friends. So w

hen R
odney the R

at, a stuffed anim
al from

her favorite aunt, offers her the chance to create the perfect life w
ith three w

ishes,
R

uth jum
ps at the chance. B

ut as R
uth quickly discovers, w

ishes don’t alw
ays w

ork
out the w

ay you think they w
ill, and soon she fi

nds herself am
idst a w

hole new
 set of

m
isadventures. M

aureen M
cC

arthy w
eaves a charm

ing tale that w
ill leave readers asking

them
selves w

hat they m
ight w

ish for if they ever com
e across their ow

n R
odney the R

at.
D

iana Liu
N

ashville, T
N

 

W
ill &

 W
h
it by Laura Lee G

ulledge 
G

raphic N
ovel / Identity

A
m

ulet B
ooks, 2013, 192 pp., $12.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4197-0546-5

W
ilhelm

ina, know
n as “W

ill,” has lived w
ith her aunt Ella since the deaths of her par­

ents. She stays busy creating lam
ps to avoid her fear of the dark and of her past. She

cannot avoid the darkness, how
ever, w

hen H
urricane W

hitney blow
s into tow

n and 
knocks out all pow

er, forcing W
ill to confront m

em
ories of the accident that killed her

parents. “W
hit” teaches W

ill that her friends and aunt support her, and W
ill uses this 

love to create art that uses light and dark to pay hom
age to her parents. 

W
ill &

 W
hit stands out for its use of entirely black-and-w

hite pictures. Light and dark­
ness play im

portant roles, as draw
ings of W

ill’s shadow
 reveal feelings she hides. W

ill 
&

 W
hit is charm

ing and thought provoking as W
ill transitions from

 fear about her
tragedy to acceptance. 

Laura C
ockm

an
Fishers, IN

 

W
h
o I’m

 N
ot by T

ed Staunton 
R

ealistic Fiction/M
ystery

O
rca B

ooks, 2013, 186 pp., $12.95 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4598-0434-0

D
anny does not know

 w
ho he is. H

ow
ever, he does know

 that he is not D
anny. T

he
real D

anny is a boy w
ho w

ent m
issing three years ago, and w

ho w
ould be about his 

age if he w
ere still around. D

anny is the perfect persona to take on w
hile he thinks 

of w
hat to do next. H

e has been passed around from
 foster fam

ily to foster fam
ily for

his entire life.

N
ow

 that H
arley, his “guardian,” is dead, he has no one and nothing. A

ll he has are
the tricks of the con artist’s trade that H

arley taught him
, so he becom

es D
anny. W

hile
he is D

anny, he fi
nds a dysfunctional but loving fam

ily, a suspicious cop w
ho does not

buy his story, and a girl w
ho he thinks is his lucky charm

. C
an he convince his new

“fam
ily” and especially the cop that he really is D

anny? 
A

m
anda B

row
n

N
ashville, T

N
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