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Grim edited by Christine Johnson

Fantasy/Short Stories

Harlequin Enterprises, 2014, 480 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-373-21108-1

A girl’s psychic abilities lead her to a classmate’s unlikely murderer. A young man
embarks on a perilous quest to break a maiden’s curse, only to face a surprising con-
fession when his journey concludes. A woman finds herself caving in to the sincerity
of her captor, even as she struggles within the confines of her prison.

Grim takes the reader through the voices of 17 protagonists as they tackle the time-
less, often grotesque, predicaments first presented in fairy tales from various cultural
traditions. The short stories range from meticulous retellings of classic tales to loose
interpretations, and take the reader from enchanted high schools to spaceship com-
munities. Steeped in courtships and vice, temptation and sacrifice, Grim’s short stories
transform enduring questions about human identity and virtue into tales of contem-
porary relevance.
Jacinda Lee
Shanghai, China

Don’t Look Back by Jennifer L. Armentrout Murder Mystery

Hyperion, 2014, 367 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-7512-4

After being missing for four days, Samantha wanders out of the woods covered in dirt
and blood. Before she disappeared with her best friend, Cassie, everyone said she had
everything: wealth, popularity, the perfect boyfriend. But she can’t remember any of it.
As she goes back to school and tries to put her life back together, she begins to realize
that she has no desire to be who she was because the old Sam was the meanest girl in
school. Being completely separated from who she was, Sam starts to have feelings for
the wrong boy, and she has to face the fact that she can’t remember what happened
to the missing Cassie.

Don’t Look Back is a gripping young adult novel that will keep the reader coming back
to find out what happens to Sam and why she lost her memory.

Caroline Newman

Nashville, TN

Harlequin Teen, 2014, 240 pp., $16.99

Heartbeat by Elizabeth Scott Young Adult Fiction/Romance

ISBN: 978-0-373-21096-1

Ever since her mother’s stroke, Emma’s life has deteriorated. All the things that Emma
once cared about—academic success, family, and friends—seem meaningless now
that her mother and an unborn baby are being kept alive by hideous machines. No
one seems to understand the grief and hatred that rages inside Emma, except the bad
boy Caleb Harrison, who is hiding a few of his own tortured secrets. As Emma begins
to connect with the surprisingly caring Caleb, she begins to realize that, even after
death, it might just be possible to learn to love and live again. In Heartbeat, Elizabeth
Scott weaves together an authentic narrative voice, raw emotion, and a cast of deeply
flawed characters for an unforgettable story about overcoming grief, finding hope, and
relearning to love.
Diana Liu
Nashville, TN

Heaven Is Paved with Oreos by Catherine Gilbert Murdock Young Adult Fiction/

Romance

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2013, 201 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-0-547-62538-6

Almost ninth grader, Sarah Zorn, likes the following things: walking her grandmother’s
dog, Jack Russell George; eating her favorite food of all time, Oreos; and conducting
scientific experiments with her best friend (and pretend boyfriend), Curtis. However,
once fake dating leads to some real, complicated feelings, Sarah isn’t quite sure how to
deal with the suddenly moody Curtis. When her kooky grandmother invites her on an
adventure to Rome, Sarah agrees immediately, hoping for a much-needed distraction.
But as Sarah discovers the many wonders of Italy, she also unexpectedly uncovers a
few secrets that will soon change her outlooks on both family and love. Written as
a series of journal entries, Catherine Gilbert Murdock’s Heaven Is Paved with Oreos,
captures the heartbreaking, yet funny journey of a precocious young girl’s foray into
the world of broken hearts and first loves.
Diana Liu
Nashville, TN
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My Beautiful Hippie by Janet Nichols Lynch Coming of Age/Historical Fiction

Holiday House, 2013, 186 pp., $16.95 ISBN: 978-0-8234-2603-4

A brief interaction with a hippie named Martin while on her way to purchase Cool Whip
sends 16-year-old Joni into a lovesick tailspin that will change not only her summer
but will cause her to question her formerly bland way of life. It is up to Joni to choose
either a path of security or one of nonconformity, which she believes will help her “find
herself” in the midst of such a chaotic time in American history.

Readers will immerse themselves in a colorful, radical, yet turbulent world defined
by the “Summer of Love” of 1976. Set in the vibrant Haight-Ashbury District in San
Francisco, the novel offers an educationally enriching experience while still presenting
the coming-of-age tale through an untraditional lens. The characters display memorable
qualities that live on after finishing the novel. While some content is for mature readers
only, it still holds much instructional value.
Alexandra Saclarides
Nashville, TN

Alfred A. Knopf, 2013, 274 pp., $16.99

Muckers by Sandra Neil Wallace Historical American Fiction

ISBN: 978-0-375-96754-2

Hatley, a mining town in Northern Arizona created by the company Eureka Copper,
may soon be the casualty of a declining ore yield. The town’s high school is already
scheduled to close at the end of the 1950-51 academic year. Many of the town’s resi-
dents are also treated as if they are expendable, not unlike the Hatley High Muckers’
football field, which is made of slag—a waste gravel leftover from the smelting process.
As the Muckers prepare for the school’s last gridiron campaign, the teams’ lofty dreams
appear to exceed their numbers, their size, and realistic expectations.

Will Felix “Red” O’Sullivan, Hatley High’s quarterback, and his teammates summon
the strength for one final, memorable football season?

Paul E. Binford

Baton Rouge, LA

On a Scale from Idiot to Complete Jerk by Alison Hughes Juvenile Fiction

Orca, 2014, 144 pp., $9.95 ISBN: 978-1-4598-0484-5

J. J. Murphy has finally finished his science fair project. He’s gathered the data and
is ready to weigh in on the matter of what makes idiots and jerks the way they are.
Doing this in a “sciencey” way, he makes sure to provide plenty of graphs and case
studies as he asks the big questions: Can family members be Jerks? How about babies,
old people, and even animals?

J. J. provides more rigor than usual for an ordinary middle school science project.
Filled with definitions and examples, On a Scale from Idiot to Complete Jerk gives a
comprehensive outlook on who idiots and jerks are and why some people qualify but
not others. But underneath this cerebral exterior lies a lighthearted investigation into the
people J. J. Murphy interacts with and the things they do to bother the rest of mankind.
Anthony DeMaio

Memphis, TN

Pinned by Sharon G. Flake

Realistic Fiction/Diversity

Scholastic Press, 2012, 228 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-545-05718-9

Though able and disabled in key aspects of their lives, ninth graders Autumn and Adonis
could not be more different. Autumn splits her time between being an aspiring baker,
accomplished wrestler on an all-male team, and loyal friend. Adonis, on the other hand,
shines as a math tutor, manager of the wrestling team, and volunteer at the library.
Autumn struggles intellectually with reading, leaving her in a constant precarious state
with her teachers and parents, not to mention her own confidence; Adonis struggles
physically with a disability that has left him in a wheelchair, rendering him stoic and
detached from peers. Both become entwined in a relationship that will forever test the
boundaries of their own self-control and discovery.

Told from alternating voices, Pinned gives a voice to the daily struggles and triumphs

of adolescents with special needs, asking readers to empathize and consider difference
in a nuanced light.

Charlsie Wigley

Anniston, AL
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The Inventor’s Secret by Andrea Cremer Fiction/Steampunk

Philomel Books, 2014, 372 pp., $18.99 ISBN: 978-0-399-15962-6

After the failure of the American Revolution, the revolutionaries must go underground.
Charlotte is a 16-year-old girl living in the Catacombs, preparing for the day when she
too will join the Resistance and fight for freedom from the British Empire. When Char-
lotte rescues a strange boy with no memory of who he is from the woods, it sets off
a chain of events that will change her life. She is thrown undercover into New York’s
elite society, where she must not only do her duty to the Resistance, but discover what
it means to fall in love.

The Inventor’s Secret is an intriguing start to a series that raises the question of what

it means to be human while still acting as a juicy page turner riddled with teen angst,
plot twists, and sexual tension.

Madelin Otterbein

Coralville, IA

The Killing Woods by Lucy Christopher Mystery/Thriller

Scholastic, 2014, 384 pp., $17.99 ISBN: 978-0-545-46100-9

A young girl is found dead. The worst part is that everyone blames Emily’s dad. It’s
true he’s an ex-soldier. Sure, he might be suffering a little PTSD. But when he comes
out of the forest that surrounds their house holding Ashlee’s corpse in his arms, he
couldn’t be the one who did it . . . could he?

Emily teams up with Damon, the dead girl’s boyfriend, as they try to uncover the identity
of the murderer. Emily teems with the strength of a realistic protagonist, while Damon’s
accounts contain the barest hints of his own dark secrets. As they investigate the dark
woods together, they realize the trees contain their own life, their own sacred evil that
whispers of the deeds that have occurred amongst them. This deceitful mystery con-
tains mystical elements of the classic fairytale, yet all the chilling suspense of a thriller.
Jonathan W. Thurston

Jackson, TN

Houghton Mifflin, 2013, 325 pp., $17.99

The Testing by Joelle Charbonneau Young Adult/Dystopian/Science Fiction

ISBN: 978-0-547-95910-8

Newly graduated Malencia (Cia) Vale hopes to receive the high honor of being selected
to participate in The Testing, the United Commonwealth’s brainchild for choosing fu-
ture leaders from the most promising graduates of all the civilization’s colonies. When
Cia learns she will travel to Tosu City to partake in The Testing, her father, himself a
former Testing candidate, shares with her his nightmares, ominously foreshadowing
what Cia may encounter in her experience. Although her father cautions her to “trust no
one,” even his warnings cannot prepare Cia for the trials she will face in The Testing.

The Testing offers a thrilling picture of a dystopian civilization whose government tests
the limits of its youth in every way. Charbonneau’s gripping account of Cia’s struggle
to contend with the challenges she faces throughout The Testing invites the reader to
question what actions he or she might take if forced into Cia’s position.
Leslie Douglas
Nashville, TN

The Screaming Staircase by Jonathan Stroud Fantasy / Adventure

Disney Hyperion, 2013, 374 pp., $16.99 ISBN: 978-1-4231-6491-3

Ghosts have been appearing in London, and not all of them are harmless. When a haunt-
ing becomes dangerous, people call in agencies of kids with psychic abilities to inves-
tigate. Lucy, Lockwood, and George make up Lockwood & Co., an agency desperately
in debt after a destructive mistake in fighting a ghost. They accept an offer to explore
Combe Carey Hall in exchange for paying off their debt. No agent has ever survived its
deadly Red Room or Screaming Staircase, but Lockwood & Co. have one night to try.

The Screaming Staircase introduces the Lockwood & Co. series with equal parts horror

and humor. Readers will wonder about the origin of London’s ghostly problem, the

background of A. J. Lockwood and his agency, and how Lockwood & Co. will solve

mysteries to defeat fearsome foes—both living and dead—before they become ghosts
themselves.

Laura Cockman

Fishers, IN
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Vampire’s Kiss by Veronica Wolff Teen Fiction/Fantasy

Penguin Books, 2012, 320 pp., $9.99 ISBN: 978-0-451-23572-5

Annelise Drew is having a weird semester. Her two best friends seem to be avoiding
her and the guy she has a crush on may or may not have a crush on someone else.
Her courses make no sense (who needs conversational High German?) and it looks
like some of her classmates want her dead. To top it all off, she has been getting a lot
of attention from one very mysterious, very attractive vampire. . . .

The second installment in the Watchers trilogy, Vampire’s Kiss, follows Drew as she

continues on her path to becoming a deadly agent for the undead. Filled with plenty

of action and all of the romantic suspense that we have come to expect from its genre,

this book will quench the bloodthirst of any reader—and it might just teach a lesson
or two about friendship along the way.

Matt Cutler

Nashville, TN

Young Jerry Ford: Athlete and Citizen by Hendrik Booraem V = History/Biography

William B. Erdmans, 2013, 138 pp., $14.00 ISBN: 978-0-8028-6942-5

In September of 1912 in Harvard, Illinois, Leslie King Jr. was born. This book exam-
ines the many changes (including a name change) that Leslie would undergo before
entering adulthood as Jerry Ford, a man who would later go on to become President
of the United States. Booraem focuses exclusively on Ford’s early years from birth to
the end of high school. We are invited to see Ford both as a growing individual and as
a citizen during a fascinating time in American history.

Overall, the book offers a commendably detailed portrait of the young Ford. That said,

with the exception of a tumultuous relationship with his biological father, Ford’s story

offers little in the way of surprises. Those already interested in Ford will find here a

treasure trove of information about the roots of Ford’s political persona, but non-history
buffs may find the intense attention to detail a tad tedious.

Dan King

Cherry Hill, NJ

Your Constant Star by Brenda Hasiuk Realistic Fiction

Orca, 2014, 236 pp., $12.95 ISBN: 978-1-4598-0368-8

When Bev Novak finds herself pregnant, she seeks support from her childhood best
friend, Faye, from whom she has long been estranged. With Bev’s boyfriend, Manny,
a stoner with a heart of gold, this unlikely trio attempts to navigate the complexities
of choosing adoptive parents for Bev’s unborn child.

Brenda Hasiuk’s honest and smart portrayal of the emotional lives of these three Ca-
nadian teens is both compelling and refreshing. Readers will easily connect with this
story that boldly resists clichés familiar to the genre as it simultaneously tackles difficult
topics like teenage pregnancy, mental illness, and family conflict. Your Constant Star
explores both the particular beauty and brutality of life as a young adult, suggesting
that perhaps these things “are just two halves of the same whole.”

Kenan B. Kerr

Gastonia, NC
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