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G
rim

 edited by C
hristine Johnson 

Fantasy/Short Stories
H

arlequin Enterprises, 2014, 480 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-373-21108-1

A
 girl’s psychic abilities lead her to a classm

ate’s unlikely m
urderer. A

 young m
an

em
barks on a perilous quest to break a m

aiden’s curse, only to face a surprising con
fession w

hen his journey concludes. A
 w

om
an fi

nds herself caving in to the sincerity 
of her captor, even as she struggles w

ithin the confi
nes of her prison. 

G
rim

 takes the reader through the voices of 17 protagonists as they tackle the tim
e

less, often grotesque, predicam
ents fi

rst presented in fairy tales from
 various cultural

traditions. T
he short stories range from

 m
eticulous retellings of classic tales to loose

interpretations, and take the reader from
 enchanted high schools to spaceship com


m

unities. Steeped in courtships and vice, tem
ptation and sacrifi

ce, G
rim

’s short stories
transform

 enduring questions about hum
an identity and virtue into tales of contem


porary relevance. 

Jacinda Lee
Shanghai, C

hina 

H
eartbeat by Elizabeth Scott 

Y
oung A

dult Fiction/R
om

ance
H

arlequin T
een, 2014, 240 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-373-21096-1

Ever since her m
other’s stroke, Em

m
a’s life has deteriorated. A

ll the things that Em
m

a
once cared about—

academ
ic success, fam

ily, and friends—
seem

 m
eaningless now

 
that her m

other and an unborn baby are being kept alive by hideous m
achines. N

o
one seem

s to understand the grief and hatred that rages inside Em
m

a, except the bad
boy C

aleb H
arrison, w

ho is hiding a few
 of his ow

n tortured secrets. A
s Em

m
a begins

to connect w
ith the surprisingly caring C

aleb, she begins to realize that, even after 
death, it m

ight just be possible to learn to love and live again. In H
eartbeat, Elizabeth

Scott w
eaves together an authentic narrative voice, raw

 em
otion, and a cast of deeply

fl
aw

ed characters for an unforgettable story about overcom
ing grief, fi

nding hope, and
relearning to love. 

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N
 

D
on

’t Look B
ack by Jennifer L. A

rm
entrout 

M
urder M

ystery
H

yperion, 2014, 367 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4231-7512-4

A
fter being m

issing for four days, Sam
antha w

anders out of the w
oods covered in dirt

and blood. B
efore she disappeared w

ith her best friend, C
assie, everyone said she had

everything: w
ealth, popularity, the perfect boyfriend. B

ut she can’t rem
em

ber any of it. 
A

s she goes back to school and tries to put her life back together, she begins to realize
that she has no desire to be w

ho she w
as because the old Sam

 w
as the m

eanest girl in
school. B

eing com
pletely separated from

 w
ho she w

as, Sam
 starts to have feelings for 

the w
rong boy, and she has to face the fact that she can’t rem

em
ber w

hat happened
to the m

issing C
assie.

D
on

’t Look B
ack is a gripping young adult novel that w

ill keep the reader com
ing back

to fi
nd out w

hat happens to Sam
 and w

hy she lost her m
em

ory. 
C

aroline N
ew

m
an

N
ashville, T

N
 

H
eaven

 Is P
aved w

ith
 O

reos by C
atherine G

ilbert M
urdock 

Y
oung A

dult Fiction/
R

om
ance 

H
oughton M

iffl
in H

arcourt, 2013, 201 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-547-62538-6

A
lm

ost ninth grader, Sarah Z
orn, likes the follow

ing things: w
alking her grandm

other’s
dog, Jack R

ussell G
eorge; eating her favorite food of all tim

e, O
reos; and conducting 

scientifi
c experim

ents w
ith her best friend (and pretend boyfriend), C

urtis. H
ow

ever,
once fake dating leads to som

e real, com
plicated feelings, Sarah isn’t quite sure how

 to
deal w

ith the suddenly m
oody C

urtis. W
hen her kooky grandm

other invites her on an
adventure to R

om
e, Sarah agrees im

m
ediately, hoping for a m

uch-needed distraction.
B

ut as Sarah discovers the m
any w

onders of Italy, she also unexpectedly uncovers a
few

 secrets that w
ill soon change her outlooks on both fam

ily and love. W
ritten as

a series of journal entries, C
atherine G

ilbert M
urdock’s H

eaven
 Is Paved w

ith O
reos,

captures the heartbreaking, yet funny journey of a precocious young girl’s foray into
the w

orld of broken hearts and fi
rst loves. 

D
iana Liu

N
ashville, T

N
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M
y B

eau
tifu

l H
ippie by Janet N

ichols Lynch 
C

om
ing of A

ge/H
istorical Fiction

H
oliday H

ouse, 2013, 186 pp., $16.95 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8234-2603-4

A
 brief interaction w

ith a hippie nam
ed M

artin w
hile on her w

ay to purchase C
ool W

hip
sends 16-year-old Joni into a lovesick tailspin that w

ill change not only her sum
m

er
but w

ill cause her to question her form
erly bland w

ay of life. It is up to Joni to choose
either a path of security or one of nonconform

ity, w
hich she believes w

ill help her “fi
nd

herself” in the m
idst of such a chaotic tim

e in A
m

erican history.

R
eaders w

ill im
m

erse them
selves in a colorful, radical, yet turbulent w

orld defi
ned 

by the “Sum
m

er of Love” of 1976. Set in the vibrant H
aight-A

shbury D
istrict in San

Francisco, the novel offers an educationally enriching experience w
hile still presenting

the com
ing-of-age tale through an untraditional lens. T

he characters display m
em

orable
qualities that live on after fi

nishing the novel. W
hile som

e content is for m
ature readers

only, it still holds m
uch instructional value. 

A
lexandra Saclarides

N
ashville, T

N
 

O
n
 a Scale from

 Idiot to C
om

plete Jerk by A
lison H

ughes 
Juvenile Fiction

O
rca, 2014, 144 pp., $9.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4598-0484-5

J. J. M
urphy has fi

nally fi
nished his science fair project. H

e’s gathered the data and
is ready to w

eigh in on the m
atter of w

hat m
akes idiots and jerks the w

ay they are.
D

oing this in a “sciencey” w
ay, he m

akes sure to provide plenty of graphs and case
studies as he asks the big questions: C

an fam
ily m

em
bers be Jerks? H

ow
 about babies,

old people, and even anim
als?

J. J. provides m
ore rigor than usual for an ordinary m

iddle school science project. 
Filled w

ith defi
nitions and exam

ples, O
n

 a Scale from
 Idiot to C

om
plete Jerk gives a

com
prehensive outlook on w

ho idiots and jerks are and w
hy som

e people qualify but
not others. B

ut underneath this cerebral exterior lies a lighthearted investigation into the
people J. J. M

urphy interacts w
ith and the things they do to bother the rest of m

ankind.
A

nthony D
eM

aio
M

em
phis, T

N
 

M
u
ckers by Sandra N

eil W
allace 

H
istorical A

m
erican Fiction

A
lfred A

. K
nopf, 2013, 274 pp., $16.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-375-96754-2

H
atley, a m

ining tow
n in N

orthern A
rizona created by the com

pany Eureka C
opper,

m
ay soon be the casualty of a declining ore yield. T

he tow
n’s high school is already

scheduled to close at the end of the 1950–51 academ
ic year. M

any of the tow
n’s resi

dents are also treated as if they are expendable, not unlike the H
atley H

igh M
uckers’

football fi
eld, w

hich is m
ade of slag—

a w
aste gravel leftover from

 the sm
elting process.

A
s the M

uckers prepare for the school’s last gridiron cam
paign, the team

s’ lofty dream
s

appear to exceed their num
bers, their size, and realistic expectations. 

W
ill Felix “R

ed” O
’Sullivan, H

atley H
igh’s quarterback, and his team

m
ates sum

m
on

the strength for one fi
nal, m

em
orable football season? 

Paul E. B
inford

B
aton R

ouge, LA
 

P
in

n
ed by Sharon G

. Flake 
R

ealistic Fiction/D
iversity

Scholastic Press, 2012, 228 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-545-05718-9

T
hough able and disabled in key aspects of their lives, ninth graders A

utum
n and A

donis
could not be m

ore different. A
utum

n splits her tim
e betw

een being an aspiring baker,
accom

plished w
restler on an all-m

ale team
, and loyal friend. A

donis, on the other hand,
shines as a m

ath tutor, m
anager of the w

restling team
, and volunteer at the library.

A
utum

n struggles intellectually w
ith reading, leaving her in a constant precarious state

w
ith her teachers and parents, not to m

ention her ow
n confi

dence; A
donis struggles

physically w
ith a disability that has left him

 in a w
heelchair, rendering him

 stoic and
detached from

 peers. B
oth becom

e entw
ined in a relationship that w

ill forever test the 
boundaries of their ow

n self-control and discovery.

T
old from

 alternating voices, Pin
n

ed gives a voice to the daily struggles and trium
phs

of adolescents w
ith special needs, asking readers to em

pathize and consider difference
in a nuanced light. 

C
harlsie W

igley
A

nniston, A
L 
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T
h
e In

ven
tor’s Secret by A

ndrea C
rem

er 
Fiction/Steam

punk
Philom

el B
ooks, 2014, 372 pp., $18.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-399-15962-6

A
fter the failure of the A

m
erican R

evolution, the revolutionaries m
ust go underground.

C
harlotte is a 16-year-old girl living in the C

atacom
bs, preparing for the day w

hen she
too w

ill join the R
esistance and fi

ght for freedom
 from

 the B
ritish Em

pire. W
hen C

har
lotte rescues a strange boy w

ith no m
em

ory of w
ho he is from

 the w
oods, it sets off

a chain of events that w
ill change her life. She is throw

n undercover into N
ew

 Y
ork’s

elite society, w
here she m

ust not only do her duty to the R
esistance, but discover w

hat
it m

eans to fall in love.

T
he In

ven
tor’s Secret is an intriguing start to a series that raises the question of w

hat
it m

eans to be hum
an w

hile still acting as a juicy page turner riddled w
ith teen angst,

plot tw
ists, and sexual tension. 

M
adelin O

tterbein
C

oralville, IA
 

T
h
e T

estin
g by Joelle C

harbonneau 
Y

oung A
dult/D

ystopian/Science Fiction
H

oughton M
iffl

in, 2013, 325 pp., $17.99 
ISB

N
: 978-0-547-95910-8

N
ew

ly graduated M
alencia (C

ia) V
ale hopes to receive the high honor of being selected 

to participate in T
he T

esting, the U
nited C

om
m

onw
ealth’s brainchild for choosing fu

ture leaders from
 the m

ost prom
ising graduates of all the civilization’s colonies. W

hen 
C

ia learns she w
ill travel to T

osu C
ity to partake in T

he T
esting, her father, him

self a
form

er T
esting candidate, shares w

ith her his nightm
ares, om

inously foreshadow
ing

w
hat C

ia m
ay encounter in her experience. A

lthough her father cautions her to “trust no
one,” even his w

arnings cannot prepare C
ia for the trials she w

ill face in T
he T

esting.

T
he T

estin
g offers a thrilling picture of a dystopian civilization w

hose governm
ent tests

the lim
its of its youth in every w

ay. C
harbonneau’s gripping account of C

ia’s struggle
to contend w

ith the challenges she faces throughout T
he T

esting invites the reader to
question w

hat actions he or she m
ight take if forced into C

ia’s position. Leslie D
ouglas

N
ashville, T

N
 

T
h
e K

illin
g W

oods by Lucy C
hristopher 

M
ystery/T

hriller
Scholastic, 2014, 384 pp., $17.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-545-46100-9

A
 young girl is found dead. T

he w
orst part is that everyone blam

es Em
ily’s dad. It’s

true he’s an ex-soldier. Sure, he m
ight be suffering a little PT

SD
. B

ut w
hen he com

es
out of the forest that surrounds their house holding A

shlee’s corpse in his arm
s, he 

couldn’t be the one w
ho did it . . . could he?

Em
ily team

s up w
ith D

am
on, the dead girl’s boyfriend, as they try to uncover the identity

of the m
urderer. Em

ily teem
s w

ith the strength of a realistic protagonist, w
hile D

am
on’s

accounts contain the barest hints of his ow
n dark secrets. A

s they investigate the dark
w

oods together, they realize the trees contain their ow
n life, their ow

n sacred evil that
w

hispers of the deeds that have occurred am
ongst them

. T
his deceitful m

ystery con
tains m

ystical elem
ents of the classic fairytale, yet all the chilling suspense of a thriller.

Jonathan W
. T

hurston
Jackson, T

N
 

T
h
e Scream

in
g Staircase by Jonathan Stroud 

Fantasy / A
dventure

D
isney H

yperion, 2013, 374 pp., $16.99 
ISB

N
: 978-1-4231-6491-3

G
hosts have been appearing in London, and not all of them

 are harm
less. W

hen a haunt
ing becom

es dangerous, people call in agencies of kids w
ith psychic abilities to inves

tigate. Lucy, Lockw
ood, and G

eorge m
ake up Lockw

ood &
 C

o., an agency desperately
in debt after a destructive m

istake in fi
ghting a ghost. T

hey accept an offer to explore
C

om
be C

arey H
all in exchange for paying off their debt. N

o agent has ever survived its
deadly R

ed R
oom

 or Scream
ing Staircase, but Lockw

ood &
 C

o. have one night to try. 

T
he Scream

in
g Staircase introduces the Lockw

ood &
 C

o. series w
ith equal parts horror

and hum
or. R

eaders w
ill w

onder about the origin of London’s ghostly problem
, the

background of A
. J. Lockw

ood and his agency, and how
 Lockw

ood &
 C

o. w
ill solve 

m
ysteries to defeat fearsom

e foes—
both living and dead—

before they becom
e ghosts

them
selves. 

Laura C
ockm

an
Fishers, IN
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V
am

pire’s K
iss by V

eronica W
olff 

T
een Fiction/Fantasy

Penguin B
ooks, 2012, 320 pp., $9.99 

ISB
N

: 978-0-451-23572-5

A
nnelise D

rew
 is having a w

eird sem
ester. H

er tw
o best friends seem

 to be avoiding
her and the guy she has a crush on m

ay or m
ay not have a crush on som

eone else.
H

er courses m
ake no sense (w

ho needs conversational H
igh G

erm
an?) and it looks

like som
e of her classm

ates w
ant her dead. T

o top it all off, she has been getting a lot
of attention from

 one very m
ysterious, very attractive vam

pire. . . . 

T
he second installm

ent in the W
atchers trilogy, V

am
pire’s K

iss, follow
s D

rew
 as she

continues on her path to becom
ing a deadly agent for the undead. Filled w

ith plenty 
of action and all of the rom

antic suspense that w
e have com

e to expect from
 its genre,

this book w
ill quench the bloodthirst of any reader—

and it m
ight just teach a lesson

or tw
o about friendship along the w

ay. 
M

att C
utler

N
ashville, T

N
 

Y
ou

r C
on

stan
t Star by B

renda H
asiuk 

R
ealistic Fiction

O
rca, 2014, 236 pp., $12.95 

ISB
N

: 978-1-4598-0368-8

W
hen B

ev N
ovak fi

nds herself pregnant, she seeks support from
 her childhood best

friend, Faye, from
 w

hom
 she has long been estranged. W

ith B
ev’s boyfriend, M

anny,
a stoner w

ith a heart of gold, this unlikely trio attem
pts to navigate the com

plexities 
of choosing adoptive parents for B

ev’s unborn child.

B
renda H

asiuk’s honest and sm
art portrayal of the em

otional lives of these three C
a

nadian teens is both com
pelling and refreshing. R

eaders w
ill easily connect w

ith this
story that boldly resists clichés fam

iliar to the genre as it sim
ultaneously tackles diffi

cult
topics like teenage pregnancy, m

ental illness, and fam
ily confl

ict. Y
our C

on
stan

t Star
explores both the particular beauty and brutality of life as a young adult, suggesting
that perhaps these things “are just tw

o halves of the sam
e w

hole.” 
K

enan B
. K

err

G

astonia, N
C


 

Y
ou

n
g Jerry Ford: A

th
lete an

d C
itizen

 by H
endrik B

ooraem
 V

 
H

istory/B
iography

W
illiam

 B
. Erdm

ans, 2013, 138 pp., $14.00 
ISB

N
: 978-0-8028-6942-5

In Septem
ber of 1912 in H

arvard, Illinois, Leslie K
ing Jr. w

as born. T
his book exam


ines the m

any changes (including a nam
e change) that Leslie w

ould undergo before
entering adulthood as Jerry Ford, a m

an w
ho w

ould later go on to becom
e President

of the U
nited States. B

ooraem
 focuses exclusively on Ford’s early years from

 birth to
the end of high school. W

e are invited to see Ford both as a grow
ing individual and as

a citizen during a fascinating tim
e in A

m
erican history.

O
verall, the book offers a com

m
endably detailed portrait of the young Ford. T

hat said,
w

ith the exception of a tum
ultuous relationship w

ith his biological father, Ford’s story
offers little in the w

ay of surprises. T
hose already interested in Ford w

ill fi
nd here a

treasure trove of inform
ation about the roots of Ford’s political persona, but non-history

buffs m
ay fi

nd the intense attention to detail a tad tedious. 
D

an K
ing

C
herry H

ill, N
J 
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