
Table 11


Wealth Distribution among Appalachian Households, 1860

________________________________________________

                           



% All Wealth Owned

                    



 Nonslaveholders        Slaveholders    

Appalachian

  Landless   Landed    Small     Large

Counties of

  Hshlds.     Hshlds.    (1-19)    (20+)   

________________________________________________

Alabama                 

3.1     12.6      41.9     42.4

Georgia & South Carolina
2.0     11.9      53.2     32.9

Kentucky                

2.5     47.6      49.7       0.2

Maryland                

2.2     29.1      64.4       4.3

North Carolina          

2.5     27.1      40.1     30.3

Tennessee               

2.2     21.4      64.9     11.5

Virginia                

2.1       6.7      45.8     45.4

West Virginia           

4.3     62.3      33.0       0.4

Region                  

2.6     19.6      48.8     29.0

________________________________________________

Source: Derived from analysis of a systematic sample (n = 3,056) drawn from the 1860 Census of Population enumerator manuscripts. That sample was cross-matched with the manuscript Slave Schedules. Small slaveholders owned 1 to 19 slaves. Large slaveholders owned 20 or more slaves. 
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Table 12

Living Conditions of Sharecropper & Tenant Households, 1860

___________________________________________________                    

 


                                 % Households that Were:                       

 

         
                                     


Engaged



Appalachian

Food

Without
in Second



Counties of:

Deficient
Work Stock
Occupation

____________________________________________________

Alabama

100.0

100
   
  37.5


Georgia
 
  77.8
  
100
   
  50.0


Kentucky
 
  45.9
  
100
   
  26.7


Maryland

100.0
  
100
   
   ----


North Carolina 
  66.7
  
100
   
  33.3


South Carolina   
100.0
  
100
  
100.0


Tennessee
 
  66.8
  
100
   
  40.0


Virginia
 
  69.2     
100        
  46.2


West Virginia 
  
  73.1    
100        
  48.7


Region
 

  77.7
        
100
   
  42.5


____________________________________________________

Source: Derived from analysis of a systematic sample of 3,447 households drawn from the Census of Agriculture enumerator manuscripts, then cross-checked against the 1860 Census of Population enumerator manuscripts. 
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Table 13

Poverty and Illiteracy

_____________________________________________________

        


% 1860 White

% 1840

American

Households with
White Adults

Zone


Less than $100
Illiterate

_____________________________________________________

United States
      

14.1


8.3

Appalachian

Counties of:
Alabama

      
23.5

          26.2

Georgia                 

27.2

          22.3

Kentucky                

21.3

          18.2

Maryland                

35.1

            5.6

North Carolina          

35.4

          24.8

South Carolina          

29.4

          17.2

Tennessee               

23.2

          24.7

Virginia                

28.4

          14.4

West Virginia           

28.7

          14.3

Southern Appalachia     
27.4

          18.2

_____________________________________________________

Sources: U.S. average from Soltow, Men and Wealth. Appalachian averages derived from analysis of sample of households drawn from the 1860 census of Population enumerator manuscripts (n = 3,056). Literacy rates calculated from the published 1840 Census of Population
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Table 14


Comparison of Wages by Region, 1860

____________________________________________

American             
Farm          
      Mfg.

Zone:

         
Hands  
   Laborers 

____________________________________________

Northeast 

1.05
     
     1.60


Southern Appalachia
0.78         
     1.20

____________________________________________

Sources: Northeastern averages calculated from Statistics of the United States in 1860, p.512. Appalachian averages calculated from analysis of systematic sample of 3,056 households drawn from the 1860 Census of Population enumerator manuscripts.
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Table 15


Adjusted Estimates of Slave Nonagricultural Occupations

___________________________________________________________

                                        

  % All Slaves Aged 15-59    

                                   

Employed

Occupation    


          
by Owners        Hired   
Total

___________________________________________________________

Drivers


                         5.9                  
  
  5.9

Full-time Domestic Service

13.4        
  1.8     
15.2

Manufacturing Artisans and Laborers

Full-time                                              
  7.1         
  7.1

Part-time                              

  
  8.7                  8.7

Extractive Laborers 

              1.6        
  5.0      
  6.6

Commerce and Trade                           3.0       
  2.7      
  5.7

Transportation Artisans and Laborers   3.3        
  5.1      
  8.4

Total                                      
 35.9      
21.7     
57.6

___________________________________________________________

Source: Derived from analysis of Appalachian slave narratives.
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Table 16


Elite Nonagricultural Slave Occupations on Plantations

__________________________________________________________

Occupations


      U.S.   
Appalachia

__________________________________________________________

ELITE SLAVE MANAGERS

Drivers



  
  1.8      
  5.9

Full-time Domestics


  9.9 

13.4

ELITE SKILLED ARTISANS

                  

Blacksmith



  

  2.1

Carpenter/Joiner 


  

  1.8

Cabinetmaker



  

  1.9

Millwright or Miller 


 

  0.6

Wheelwright



  

  0.6

Distiller  



  

  0.6

          

Cooper



  

  0.7

Manufacturing Laborers 

  

  0.4

Extractive Laborers


  

  1.6

COMMERCIAL MANAGERS AND LABORERS         

Toll Collectors 


 

  0.3

Livestock Drovers/Specialists 
  

  1.7

Transportation Specialists 

  

  3.1

Store and Shop Laborers 

  

  1.2

Total Elite Managers


11.7    

19.6

          

Total Skilled Artisans


12.9    

16.3

Total Elite Occupations

24.6    

35.9  

__________________________________________________________

Source: U.S. estimates were calculated from Olson, "Occupational Structure," p. 139. Appalachian estimates were derived from analysis of Appalachian slave narratives. Extractive laborers mined, timbered, or processed mineral ores. Manufacturing laborers worked in mills, tanneries, blacksmith shops, distilleries, cotton gins, tobacco manufactories, or textiles shops on plantations. Some slaves collected tolls for ferries, roads, or bridges owned by their masters. Transportation specialists drove wagons and stages or piloted boats for their plantations.
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Table 18   Occupations of Appalachian Women, 1860

_______________________________________________________________________

     % all Adult Women                                                                   

Occupation                         


White
     Black     Cherokee     Enslaved

_______________________________________________________________________

Homemaker listed as only occupation 
49.6
      4.4       



AGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS
33.6
     49.8          95.0
    
65.1

Farm Owner



17.9
       
          3.3

Farm Laborer



15.7
     49.8          91.7
     
65.1

NONAGRICULTURAL OCCUPATIONS
 7.5
     32.6

   
18.6

Merchants or Shop Proprietors

 2.5
    

Professionals



 0.5
    

Artisans




 0.7
       6.8

     
  1.3

Industrial Laborers


 1.1
     10.7

     
  5.0

Commercial Laborers


 1.0 
       7.1

      
  5.0

Domestic Servants


 1.7
       8.0

      
  7.3

NONWAGED INFORMAL SECTOR           43.0
     64.2          80.0
    
12.0

Boarding House Operator


3.4
       0.3

Boarders in home


             35.0
     15.0

Washwomen


               4.6
       9.8

   

Food/Candy Preparation


3.8
       0.8

   

Prostitution



1.5
     11.7

Peddling Agricultural Produce

0.7
       1.2
       25.0
   

NONWAGED PROTO-INDUSTRIALIZATION

Textiles output in home
                            85.8
    90.0          80.0
             100.0

Craft Production other than textiles
             80.0              80.0          80.0
    
45.0

_______________________________________________________________________

Source: Totals more than 100 percent because some women had two or more occupations. White trends derived from analysis of a systematic probability sample of 2,795 female heads of  household drawn by selecting every tenth female head from the enumerator manuscripts of the 1860 Census of Population. In addition, the occupations of white wives were scrutinized in a systematic probability sample of 3,056 households drawn from the enumerator manuscripts of the 1860 Census of Population. Free black estimates derived from a systematic probability sample of 1,000 free black households drawn from the enumerator manuscripts of the 1860 Census of Population. Cherokee estimates from analysis of the 1835 Census of Cherokees and primary narrative sources. Enslaved estimates derived from analysis of Appalachian slave narratives; see website for detailed list. White estimates for textiles and craft production derived from analysis of Appalachian oral histories.
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Table 19

Slaveholding by Appalachian Farm Owners, 1860

__________________________________________________________________________

                      Nonslave-          Slaveholding Farm Owners         

Appalachian           holders       Small Plantations   Large Plantations
Counties of:          No.      %           No.    %      No.          % 

__________________________________________________________________________

Alabama


  5,884    60.8      3,343    34.5       450       4.7

Georgia & 

South Carolina   4,890    58.5      3,119    37.3       350       4.2

Kentucky


 11,190    86.0      1,821    13.9         1       0.1

Maryland


  2,802    68.8      1,258    30.9        11       0.3

North Carolina

  7,082    75.7      2,126    22.7       150       1.6

Tennessee     
      13,531    67.1      6,389    31.7       245       1.2

Virginia


  9,528    42.6     11,675    52.2     1,164       5.2

West Virginia

 17,086    87.6      2,416    12.3         1       0.1

Region


 71,993    67.6     32,147    30.2     2,372       2.2

__________________________________________________________________________

Source: Derived from analysis of all farm owners included in the sample of farms (n = 3,447) drawn from the 1860 Census of Agriculture enumerator manuscripts. The sample of farm owners was cross-matched with the manuscript Schedules of Slaves. These percentages were then applied to the total count of farm owners in Dunaway, First American Frontier, p. 79. Small plantations held 1 to 19 slaves. Large plantations held 20 or more slaves. 
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Table 20  Agricultural Production by Appalachian Slaveholders, 1860

Part A. Percentage of All Crops Generated by Slaveholders

_________________________________________________________

Appalachian

Counties of

Corn

Wheat
Tobacco
Cotton

_________________________________________________________


Alabama


 54

 64

   6

  75

Georgia


 59

 71

  18

  74

Kentucky


 29

 37

   2

Maryland


 70

 68

  53

North Carolina

 56

 60

  71

South Carolina

 42

 36

   7

  33

Tennessee


 54

 52

  84

  95

Virginia


 69

 79

  77

West Virginia

 33

 37

  10

Region


 52

 56

  42

  69

_________________________________________________________

Part B. Percentage of Livestock Generated by Slaveholders

_________________________________________________________

Appalachian                                       Horses/

Counties of

Hogs

Cattle
Sheep
Mules

_________________________________________________________


Alabama


 51

 50

  58

  33

Georgia


 50

 51

  37

  31

Kentucky


 21

 26

  20

  13

Maryland


 52

 51

  26

  33

North Carolina

 40

 48

  50

  40

South Carolina

 39

 53

  41

  22

Tennessee


 45

 49

  53

  27

Virginia


 61

 69

  62

  68

West Virginia

 23

 28

  26

  18

Region


 43

 48

  43

  33

_________________________________________________________

Source: Derived from analysis of all slaveholders included in the sample of farms (n = 3,447) drawn from the 1860 Census of Agriculture enumerator manuscripts. The farm sample was cross-matched with the manuscript Schedules of Slaves.
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