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The Perfect Fit... We Have What 
You Are Looking For!

University Development Inc./ DMI 
Communities

Maple Ridge 
Townhomes

344 Red Maple  Drive
540-552-7002

· New 2 and 3 Bedroom 
Townhomes
· Washer and Dryer Included
· Pre-Wired for Ethernet, 
Cable & Phone
· On BT Route

Brand New Welcome Center
· Fitness Center
· Tanning Bed
· Big Screen TV
· Fireplace

Hunters Ridge
1310 Henry Lane

540-951-5161

· 4 Bedroom / 2 Baths
· Spacious Floorplan
· Convenient Location
· Ample Parking
· Full Size Washer / Dryer
· Fitness Center
· Free Tanning Bed
· Clubhouse

Collegiate Suites
1310 Henry Lane

540-951-5161

· 1-2 and 4 Bedroom 
Apartments
· Every Bedroom has it's own 
bath
· Fitness Center
· Clubhouse

*Accepting Applications for 2004-2005 School Year!!!* 
Office Hours · Monday-Friday 9-5 · Saturday 10-2

GO HOKIES!

With freezing rain and snowy 
slush covering the grounds of 
Virginia Tech’s campus, most 
students are probably dream-
ing of warm temperatures and 
blue skies. 

For the Tech football team, 
that dream will soon 
become a reality as 
they travel to sunny 
Arizona to play in 
the Insight Bowl 
on Dec. 26.

S t u d e n t s , 
alumni and 
fans may be 
g r u m b l i n g 
because they can’t 
enjoy the festivities of Bourbon 
Street and cheer their beloved 
Hokies on to a national cham-
pionship in the Nokia Sugar 
Bowl. However, before dismiss-
ing this year’s bowl game as just 
another end to a disappointing 
season, Tech fans might want 
to receive a little information 
about their team’s destination.

The Insight Bowl, which 
takes place in Phoenix, Ariz., 
is in its 15th year of its exis-
tence. Beginning in 1989 when 
the NCAA gave its approval 
to the non-profit Copper Bowl 
Foundation to hold a game in 
Tucson’s Arizona Stadium, the 
game, not surprisingly, was 
called the Copper Bowl. 

For many years, the Copper 
Bowl enjoyed success in Tucson, 
hosting regional matchups that 
featured some of the best play-
ers in college football.

The inaugural game was 
played on New Year’s Eve at 
Arizona Stadium that same year. 
More than 37,000 fans came out 
to see University of Arizona and 
North Carolina State University 
battle it out. Arizona faired well 
playing in its home state, beat-
ing N.C. State 17-10. 

In 1997, the Arizona Sports 
Foundation signed a letter of 
agreement to acquire the Copper 

Bowl and assume the operat-
ing responsibilities. Under the 
direction of the foundation, 
the Copper Bowl was trans-
formed into the Insight Bowl in 
1997 when Insight Enterprises 
stepped in and signed a long-
term deal to be the title sponsor 
of the game.

Insight Enterprises is a 
company that offers more 

than 200,000 comput-
ers, peripherals and 
software products 
throughout Canada, 

the United Kingdom 
and the United States. 

In 2000, the leaders 
of the bowl moved 

the game to 
Phoenix’s state-
of-the-art Bank 

One Ballpark, home to Major 
League Baseball’s Arizona 
Diamondbacks. While it may 
seem odd to be playing a foot-
ball game at a baseball stadium, 
keep in mind that several NFL 
franchises still do the same 
thing.

One glaring difference about 
playing a football game at Bank 
One (aside from the swimming 
pool located in right field) is 
that players from both teams 
stand on the same sideline.

In 1998, the Insight Bowl 
began to invite the third-, fourth- 
or fifth-ranked team from the 
Big East conference. That trend 
has continued to this day with 
Pittsburgh, Syracuse and West 
Virginia all having participated. 
The Big East has not faired so 
well against opposing teams, 
posting a record of 2-3 against 
schools from the Big 12 and 
Pac-10 conferences.

The Hokies’ opponent 
this year, the University of 
California, also has a spot in 
the Insight Bowl’s history. In 
1990, they beat the University of 
Wyoming 17-15.

This will be Tech’s 11th 
straight year that they have 
traveled to a bowl game and the 
first time that they will play in 
the state of Arizona. 

A history of the 
Insight Bowl

Brent Anderson
Staff Writer



To get to Phoenix for the Insight 
Bowl on Dec. 26, the University 
of California Golden Bears and 
the Virginia Tech Hokies will 
travel in different directions. From 
California, the Golden Bears will 
travel a southeast route of 750 
miles to reach Bank One Ballpark 
in Arizona, while the Hokies will 
head southwest 2,100 miles.

However, despite being on 
opposite sides of the country, the 
two teams have a few things in 
common. Each team finished fourth 
in their respective conferences, and 
each team got their biggest win of 
the season by knocking off a team 
ranked in the top 5 in the nation.

The Hokies defeated Miami, 
who was ranked No. 2 at the time 
(Nov.r 1), while the Bears beat the 
University of Southern California, 
who was ranked No. 3 (Sept.r 27). 
The Trojans are now ranked No. 1 
in the nation, while the Hurricanes 
are ranked No. 9.

“Tech’s win over Miami was 
right on par with our win over 

USC,” said Cal head coach Jeff 
Tedford. “Even though Tech was 
ranked high early in the season, 
and we haven’t had that luxury, 
the wins were similar.”

In that game against USC, the 
Bears jumped out to an early lead, 
but the Trojans fought back to force 
overtime. Cal was able to pull out 
the34-31 victory with a field goal in 
the third overtime.

“I felt like that win was huge 
for our program, and it taught 
our guys a lot about themselves,” 
Tedford said. “For our young team 
to never panic and always believe 
in themselves was a huge step for 
our players, and it and gave them a 
lot of confidence.”

The Bears went into this season 
expecting it to be a rebuilding year. 
They only returned nine start-
ers from a team that posted a 7-5 
record en route to their first win-
ning season in nine years. The 2002 
season was Tedford’s first with a 
team he inherited after they went 1-
10 in 2001. This year, they finished 
7-6 overall and 5-3 in the Pac-10. 
The record propelled Cal to its first 
bowl invitation since 1996.

“We lost 23 seniors last year, 

so we had the least amount of 
returners in the country. We had 
the second toughest schedule in 
the country also. I felt that our five 
non-conference games at the begin-
ning of the season really benefited 
us.”

The key to the Bears season has 
been the performance of young 
players such as sophomore quar-
terback Aaron Rodgers. 

Rodgers won the starting posi-
tion in preseason and ended up 
being named an All Pac-10 honor-
able mention by the end of the sea-
son. He finished the season com-
pleting 59.9 percent of his passes 
for 2,509 yards and 17 touchdowns. 
His favorite target was junior wide 
receiver Geoff McArther, who aver-
aged 17.7 yards a reception with 10 
touchdowns for 1,504 yards. His 
performance garnered him second 
team All Pac-10 accolades.

The highlight of the Bears’ 
offense is senior running back 
Adimchinobe Echemandu, who 
finished second in the conference 
with 1,161 rushing yards, an aver-
age of 96.8 yards per game. He 
rushed for 12 touchdowns over 
the course of the season. This was 

Echemandu’s first season as a 
starter and he was named to the 
All Pac-10 first team.

Cal’s potent offense will take on 
a Tech defense that has been on a 
downslide since the game against 

Miami but is still capable of mak-
ing instrumental plays.

“Tech is extremely well coached 
and is a very quick team,” Tedford 
said. “Anyone that is like that, we 
have a great deal of respect for.”
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How far I go in my career is truly up to me and my abilities.

Sure, every company says that, but at Enterprise, it's actually

true. When I produce results, I get promoted, and I've seen

incredible earning potential since day one. 

Enterprise doesn't expect me to be this great businessperson

overnight. They train me. Support me. Reward me when I 

perform. I'm fast-tracking in a $6 billion company with 50,000

people from all walks of life. Yet it's still a tight-knit culture

where energetic people take ownership of their careers. And I

really enjoy that.

enterpr i se .com/careers
Enterprising applicants, 
please apply online at enterprise.com/careers

For more information on opportunities in Northern Virginia, 
please contact Shawn Hu, Regional Recruiting Supervisor, 
23330 Autopilot Dr., Dulles, VA 20166.
phone: (703) 996-1504  e-mail: shawn.hu@erac.com

For more information on opportunities in Southern Virginia, 
please contact Ashley Glenn, Recruiting Manager,
4721 Melrose Ave., Roanoke, VA 24017.
phone: (540) 986-0625  e-mail: aglenn@erac.com    EOE

Manoca's
Salon

newly remodeled and conveniently located at

139 jackson street (behind downtown post office)

call for an appointment or just walk in!

specializing in color, perms, and cuts

give us a call today and check out our 

competitive prices and flexible hours!

M

STYLIST:
Jo Dell

Veronica

139 jackson street 
blacksburg, VA 24060 

951 - 1009

MATRIX

paul mitchell

BIGSEXY

Biolage

and other misc. products

Retail Available

formerly known as Color Me Red

Golden Bears feature 
high-octane passing attack

Jana Renn
Sports Assistant

DANIEL YAFFE/THE DAILY CALIFORNIAN

Cal wide receiver Geoff McArthur ranks second in the nation 
in receiving yards and led the Pac-10.



With the 2003-04 college 
football season coming to a 
close, it’s time once again for 
the BCS-bashing to start. Come 
on, you know it’s your favorite 
post-season activity and the 
main argument on why your 
team was cheated out of a 
national championship.

This year’s victim — the 
University of Southern 
California Trojans, who despite 
finishing the season 11-1 and 

No. 1 in both major polls, will 
not get a chance to play for the 
National Championship.

How can the NCAA allow 
this travesty to go on? How can 
three teams finish with nearly 
identical records and schedules 
of similar difficulty, yet only 
two get a chance to play for the 
title? Something is afoul in the 
world of college football. 

In an era when the fate of 
teams is decided by a complex 
computer formula, an omission 
of this magnitude was bound to 
happen. No matter how sound 
the BCS formula is on paper, it 
fails to consider one critical fac-
tor — common sense.

With Oklahoma losing in 
convincing fashion in the Big 

12 championship it is evident 
that they aren’t the best team 
in the nation. So why reward 
them with a national cham-
pionship bid? Logically, you 

would want to reward the team 
that took care of business down 
the stretch, right?

Wrong. Due to the Sooners’ 
absolute domination of their 

first 12 opponents, Bob Stoops’ 
boys get a shot at LSU and 
a second title in four years. 
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•Auto Glass Installed at Your 
  Work or Home

•Windshields Repaired or Replaced

Blacksburg  

Salem  

Christiansburg    

552-1818

387-0100

382-9191

GRAND OPENING THRU 2003

Windshields Installed 
With FREE Wiper Blades

302 North Main Street,
Downtown Blacksburg953-0651

Celebrating Our 40th Anniversary

$3.99 Pita Pizza$3.99 Pita Pizza
Deal EvDeal EverydaerydayyLunchLunch

From Noon - 4:00pmFrom Noon - 4:00pm

Enjoy a relaxing night of great food,
drinks, and music."

"

Open12:00 PM Open12:00 PM – 12:00  12:00 AMAM

Blacksburg’s Original
Underground Tavern

Playoff system would produce clear champion
Kumar 

Malhotra

Change the 
Game

MIDWEST
Houston Bowl

No. 4  WVU

No. 5  Florida

AXA Liberty
Bowl

No. 1  LSU

Independence 
Bowl

No. 3  Texas

No. 6  Ole Miss

New Orleans 
Bowl

No. 2  FSU

No. 7  Navy
GMAC Bowl

Cont. Tire Bowl

No. 4  Georgia

No. 5  So. Miss

Peach Bowl

No. 1  Michigan

Toyota
Gator Bowl

No. 3  Tennessee

No. 6  Nebraska

Mazda Tang. 
Bowl

No. 2  KSU

No. 7  No. Texas

Music City 
Bowl

SOUTHCapital One 
Bowl

EASTOutback Bowl WEST

No. 4  Iowa

No. 5  Miami (OH)

No. 1 Oklahoma

No. 3  Maryland

No. 6  Pittsburgh

No. 2  Ohio St.

No. 4  Wash St.

No. 5  Boise St.

No. 1  USC

No. 3  Purdue

No. 6  Utah

No. 2  Miami

No. 7  Oregon

No. 7  TCU

Holiday
Bowl

SBC Cotton
Bowl

Alamo
Bowl

Motor City
Bowl

Humanitarian
Bowl

Ft. Worth Bowl

Wells Fargo
Sun Bowl

San Francisco
Bowl

Las Vegas
Bowl

Insight
Bowl

Hawaii
Bowl

Silicon Valley
Classic

Nokia Sugar Bowl
National Championship

Tostitos Fiesta Bowl
Runner Up

Dec. 12 Dec. 19 Dec. 26 Jan. 1 Jan. 8 Dec. 13Dec. 20Dec. 27Jan. 1

PROPOSED BOWL 
PLAYOFF SYSTEM

See PLAYOFF, page 8

A.J. MANDRACCHIA

Teams were selected for the brackets based on poll results, conference standings, strength of 
the team’s conference. Conference champions automatically get a birth in the playoffs.



Many Hokie fans were dis-
appointed after Virginia Tech 
announced it will finish out 
the season at the Insight Bowl. 
Being ranked as high as No. 
3 in the bowl championship 
series poll, Phoenix was not the 
destination most had in mind.

“I think expectations were 
extremely high,” said head 
coach Frank Beamer. “We could 
have won more football games 
but what is most important for 
us now is forgetting what could 
have been and getting on mak-
ing the next game the best one 
it could be.”

Beamer will lead the Hokies 
to play in their 11th straight 
bowl appearance against the 
University of California Golden 
Bears on Dec. 26.

“There is only six other 
teams that have accomplished 
such a feat. We are definitely 
in good company with this,” 
Beamer said about the streak.

The Golden Bears come 
into this game playing,  well 
winning four of their last five 
games.

“Offensively they can do 
a lot of things,” Beamer said. 
“Being the only team to beat 
Southern Cal speaks volumes 
about your team.”

The Virginia Tech football 
program became serious about 
their level of success after 
hiring Frank Beamer as head 

coach in 1987.
Since Beamer’s arrival at 

Tech, the Hokies have been 
one of the most successful pro-
grams in NCAA Division I-A 
football. In his tenure, Beamer 
has complied a record of 117-
69-2, including the streak of 
bowl games. 

Under his guidance, the 
Hokies had a streak of 84 
straight weeks in the top 25, 
finishing the season in the top 
25 in the past nine of 10 years.

He has many noteworthy 
accomplishments as the head 
coach of the Hokies includ-
ing Tech’s first ever national 
championship bowl game in 
1999. Under coach Beamer, 
the Hokies have won the Big 
East three times and posted the 
program’s first every back-to-
back 11-win seasons.

Beamer comes to bowl 
games as a seasoned veteran. 
He has experience being one of 
few coaches in college football 
to play as a player and stand on 
the sidelines as a coach. 

As a player, he played on the 
football team in the 1966 and 
1968 Liberty Bowl teams as a 
defensive back.  But Beamer 
never tasted victory in either of 
the Liberty Bowl appearances. 
Tech lost in 1966 to then-No. 
9 Miami 14-7 and in 1968 the 
Hokies lost to Mississippi 34-
17.

Overall, Beamer’s record 
during bowl games are 5-5. 
Last year, he led the Hokies 
to a 20-13 win over Air Force 

at the San Francisco Diamond 
Walnut Bowl.

Beamer ranks as one of the 
most successful active coaches. 
He is fifth all-time amongst 
active coaches for the most 

wins in Division I-A football.
“I think the consistency of 

our program has been very 
good throughout the years. We 
have maintained a solid coach-
ing staff throughout the year. 

In addition we have been good 
in our recruiting year in and 
year out,” Beamer said. “With 
consistent coaching and good 
recruits it’s a good formula for 
success.”
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Blacksburg Square
(Across from Gables)

961 - 7600
Call ahead for Carry-out Orders

Breakfast  Lunch  Dinner

featuring
7 Specials @ $3.99 or less

Enjoy these
specials

and
made to order

omelet
everyday from

6 am
(Sunday 7 am)

EVERY MONDAY!

All-U-Can-Eat

PANCAKES
Blueberry, Choc. Chip, Buttermilk

ADULTS $3.99 KIDS #1.99
5PM - CLOSE

BLACKSBURG SQUARE
1353 S. MAIN STREET
Blacksburg, Va 24060

Insight Bowl will be Beamer’s 11th straight
Jin Gak Bae

Staff Writer

Frank Beamer’s Bowl History
z1993  (9-3)  Independence Bowl versus 
  Indiana      (W, 45-20)

z1994  (8-4)  Gator Bowl versus  
  Tennessee      (L, 23-45)

z1995 (10-2)  Sugar Bowl versus  
  Texas      (W, 28-10)

z1996  (10-2)  Orange Bowl versus  
  Nebraska      (L, 21-41)

z1997  (7-5)  Gator Bowl versus  
  North Carolina  (L, 3-42)

z1998  (9-3)  Music City Bowl versus  
  Alabama      (W, 38-7)

z1999  (11-1)  Sugar Bowl versus  
  Florida State    (L, 29-46)

z2000 (11-1)  Gator Bowl versus  
  Clemson      (W, 41-20)

z2001  (8-4)  Gator Bowl versus  
  Florida State    (L,17-30)

z2002  (10-4)  San Francisco Bowl versus 
  Air Force      (W, 20-13)



The Big East conference pro-
duced five teams that are bowl 
bound this year with University 
of Miami topping the list 
and West Virginia University, 
University of Pittsburgh, Virginia 
Tech and Boston College round-
ing out the pack. The five bowl 
bids awarded to the Big East 
makes it the conference with the 
second highest number of bowl 
berths.

Each team is deserving of their 
respective bowl based on their 

final Big East standings.
Miami head coach Larry Coker 

and the Hurricanes tied WVU for 
the Big East championship. With 
their last minute win against the 
Mountaineers in October, Miami 
stayed undefeated until their loss 
at Tech. 

The Big East champion was 
not decided until the end of 
November when the Hurricanes 
beat Pittsburgh to clinch the 
title. Finishing with a 6-1 con-
ference record and 10-2 overall, 
Miami earned a bid to the Bowl 
Championship Series to repre-
sent the Big East. They got the 
nod over WVU because of their 

higher ranking in the BCS poll.
“That’s our fourth Big East 

championship in a row and our 
seniors have won four in a row,” 
said Miami head coach Larry 
Coker after the win over the 
Panthers. “That’s exciting.”

The Hurricanes will take on 
the Florida State Seminoles in 
the Orange Bowl. The Seminoles 
were the Atlantic Coast 
Conference champions finishing 
with a 10-2 record.

Even though WVU did not 
secure the BCS bid, head coach 
Rich Rodriguez, who turned the 
struggling program around after 
a 1-4 start, is satisfied to play in 
the Toyota Gator Bowl on New 
Year’s Day. 

After their win over Rutgers, 
a nationally televised victory 
over the Hokies propelled the 
Mountaineers to finish their 
season at the top, going 6-1 in the 
conference and 8-4 overall.

Rarely do bowl game match 
ups repeat regular season 
games, but WVU will take on 
the University of Maryland 
Terrapins, who dominated their 
September game against the 
Mountaineers, winning 34-7.

“The Gator Bowl is excited to 
have two of the hottest teams 
in college football,” said Gator 
Bowl President Rick Catlett. 
“This matchup should insure 
the Gator Bowl’s third straight 
sellout.”

Pittsburgh, led by head 
coach Walt Harris, boasts the 
leading scorer in the nation 
in Heisman Trophy candidate 

Larry Fitzgerald. The Panthers 
contended for the Big East 
championship until their final 
game loss to Miami.  Pittsburgh 
finished their season losing two 
of their last three including a loss 
to rival WVU. The Panthers fin-
ished the season third in the Big 
East with a 5-2 conference record 
and a record of 8-4 overall. The 
Continental Tire Bowl invited 
Pittsburgh to play the University 
of Virginia, who is making their 
second straight postseason visit 
to Charlotte, N.C.

“We are extremely excited 
to invite two strong teams, 
Virginia and Pittsburgh, to the 
2003 Continental Tire Bowl,” 
said bowl executive director Ken 
Haines. “Coupled with the suc-
cess we had last year, we feel that 
a great tradition is being built for 
the Continental Tire Bowl. This 
will be an excellent opportunity 
for fans to experience a very com-
petitive college bowl game.”

Tom O’Brien and the Golden 
Eagles had a losing record in 
the Big East, but a strong non-
conference record and a victory 
over Penn State, had the Eagles 
finishing with an overall win-
ning record.  In Big East play, 
Boston College suffered losses 
to Miami, WVU, Pittsburgh and 
Syracuse, which resulted in a No. 
5 finish in the Big East. Their vic-
tory at Virginia Tech at the end of 
November propelled the Eagles 
to the postseason. The Diamond 
Walnut San Francisco Bowl 
selected Boston College to play 
Colorado State on Dec. 31.  
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Paul Mitchell · TIGI · Back to Basic · Head Games · ARtec · Matrix

Hokie Hair, Inc.
217 North Main St.

(across from Sharkey's & Woody's)

Men, Women, and Children Welcome!

Our Services:
Clipper cuts All Types of Haircuts
Cap or Foil Highlights for Men/Women
Color (from a new color to retouches or
corrective coloring)
Straighteners for Permed Hair
Perms ~ Updos
Texturizing and Razoring to give Depth
Or Anything You Need To Complete Your Style!

Walk-ins Welcome

$2.00 off haircut

Bring this coupon in and save!

Hokie Passport Accepted

Mastercard     Visa     Discover

Nexxus  ·  Sebastian Collection  ·   Matrix  ·  American Crew

Mon - Fri. 9am - 6 pm

Sat. 9am - 5pm

Sun. 12pm - 4pm

Four other Big East teams get bowl bids
Tech’s not the only team going bowling:

Big East Conference Member Bowl Locations

Clark Ruhland
Staff Writer

Orange Bowl

Miami 
Hurricanes

10-2 (6-1 Big East)

Jan. 1, Miami, Fla.

vs.
Florida State 

Seminoles
10-2 (7-1 ACC)

Gator Bowl

West Virginia 
Mountaineers

8-4 (6-1 Big East)

Jan. 1, Jacksonville, Fla.

vs.
Maryland
Terrapins
9-3 (6-2 ACC)

Tire Bowl

Pittsburgh 
Panthers

8-4 (5-1 Big East)

Dec. 27, Charlotte, N.C.

vs.
Virginia 

Cavaliers
8-4 (4-4 ACC)

San Fran. Bowl

Boston College 
Golden Eagles

7-5 (3-4 Big East)

Dec. 31, San Francisco, Ca.

vs.
Colorado State 

Rams
7-5 (4-3 Mountain West)
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552-3200
201- A Prices Fork Rd.

OPEN LATE
HOURS

Mon- Wed 4pm- 2am
Thurs 4pm- 3am
Fri & Sat 11am- 3am
Sun 11am- 1am

Offers may Expire without notice/Prices do not include tax

DORM SPECIAL

FAST FREE DELIVERY

X-Large 16”
1 Topping Pizza

only $7.99 + tax

1 Topping Pizza OR Pokey Stix Medium $5.99
 

+ tax

Large $6.99
 

+ tax

Valid Monday-Thursday Only/Delivered to Dorms Only

CREDIT CARD/HOKIE PASSPORT

GUMBY DAMMIT

Monday Madness Stick it to Me Tuesday

Wing Ding
VALID WEDNESDAY ONLY

Buy one PiZZA at regular 
price and get a 2nd Pizza 

of equal or lesser value
FREE

V
a

lid
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u
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s
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a
y
 O

n
ly

Buy one order of
Pokey Stix at Regular Price

And Get a 2nd Order of 
Equal or Lesser Value

FREE!!

V
a
lid
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o

n
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n
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Large 14”
1 T opping Pizza

only$4.99+ tax
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a
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u
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Call your local insurance broker for a quote today.

STUDENTS &
PARENTS OF STUDENTS
Paying too much for
your health insurance?

506 S. Main Street, Blacksburg

961-0403

A MORE CREATIVE APPROACH

Gables •  Blacksburg 953-1655
M-F 10-6; S 9-4    www.original - frameworks.com

Limited Editions
Signatures
Memorabilia
Signed Football
Signed Jersey

VT  Artwork
VAMC to Present

SI  Photo of BC Game

NICE DREAMS
115    N. Main St.
552-4733

• tie dyes
• t-shirts
• clothing
• incense
• tapestries
• gifts & novelties

1
2
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$750,000

Continental
Tire Bowl

$750,000

Insight
Bowl

$800,000

Diamond 
Walnut San 

Francisco Bowl $1.6 million

Toyota Gator 
Bowl

$13.5 million

FedEx
Orange Bowl

$17 million

Nokia Sugar 
Bowl

■ Big Bowlin’
Payouts to teams participating in various 
2003 Big East/BCS Bowl games...

Playoff: System eliminates computer controversies
Pete Carroll’s bunch will head 
to nearby Pasadena to face 
Michigan in the Rose Bowl, and 
we are left with controversy 
— the one thing the BCS was 
supposed to eliminate.

So where do we go from 
here? What can the NCAA do 
to ensure an oversight like this 
doesn’t happen again? How 
can more than two teams have 
a legitimate shot at the National 
Championship?

Drum roll please.
The great equalizer — a play-

off system, where the top teams 
in the nation duke it out in 
true NCAA fashion in order to 
determine the best team in the 
nation. Great in theory, but how 
feasible would this 28-team, 
five week tournament be? More 
feasible than you think.

Here’s the deal: the winners 
of the following 10 conferences 
(ACC, Big 12, Big East, Big Ten, 
Conference USA, Mid-America, 
Mountain West, PAC-10, SEC 
and WAC) would get auto-
matic bids to the tournament. 
The remaining 18 spots would 
be given at-large, based on a 
variety of factors (i.e. record, 
strength of schedule, place in 

the polls, wins over quality 
opponents, etc.).

Take these 28 teams and 
divide them into four brackets 
(South, East, Midwest, West) 
and seed them according to the 
aforementioned factors,  a la 
March Madness. Give the top 
team in each region a bye into 
the second round and a match 
up with the winner of the  No. 
4-No. 5 game (See graphic).

Each game in the tourna-
ment would be hosted by a 
different bowl, with the twelve 
first round games being hosted 
by lower tier bowls, such as 
the Insight and San Francisco 
bowls. As the tournament 
progresses, the payouts would 
increase and more promi-
nent bowls would play host. 
The “BCS Bowls” (i.e. Sugar, 
Orange, Rose and Fiesta) would 
rotate as hosts of the National 
Championship, National 
Runner-Up and National 
Semifinal games, similarly to 
what they do now.

Obviously, the teams that 
progress the furthest earn the 
most money, so to reward 
teams for making the playoffs, 
the loser in each game of the 
first three rounds would take 
home 65 percent of the Bowl’s 

payout, as opposed to the even 
split that takes place now. 

The team that moves on is 
guaranteed more money and 
the teams that make early exits 
still go home with a significant 
purse. 

When teams reach the fourth 
round (i.e. semifinals and one 
of the big bowls) the pay struc-
ture reverts back to the 50-50 
scale. 

Now for a playoff system 
of this magnitude to take 
place, where the final four 
teams could potentially play 
five games, the regular season 
would have to be shortened.

Currently most teams have 
a 12 game regular season, 
while some depending on their 
conference, play 13 (LSU and 
Oklahoma) or 14(Kansas St.).

Solution — shorten the 
season to 12 games. Limit the 
number of bye weeks, cut the 
out of conferences games, do 
whatever you have to; just 
get everyone to play the same 
amount of games. End the 
season Thanksgiving week-
end, give teams two weeks to 
prepare for first round games, 
which would start the second 
week of December (Dec. 12-13 
this year). 

If you gave teams a week 
off between games, the tour-
nament would end the second 
week of January, about a week 
or so after the date the National 
Championship is currently 
played (Jan. 4).

This is 2003, and about time 
for college football to join the 
rest of the sporting world. 
Bowls are a great idea, but 
27 of the 28 are meaningless. 
Having playoffs forces teams 
to play opponents they’re not 
accustomed to and will prove 
who the best teams are. No 
weeks of scouting or prepara-
tion — every seven days, two 
teams battle and the stronger of 
the two moves on. 

Many college football fans 
argue the current system limits 
teams’ margin for error, mak-
ing every game meaningful 
and giving college football the 
drama and excitement it has. 
I tend to disagree with this 
logic. 

With a playoff system, teams 
will still want to win as many 
games as possible in order to 
secure a high seed and a pos-
sible first round bye. 

Furthermore, a loss won’t 
completely eliminate a team 
from a chance at the title; it just 
makes their road tougher. Thus 
teams like the Hokies, wouldn’t 
implode after their first loss of 
the season, when the national 

championship seems out of 
reach. With a playoff system, a 
loss is a loss regardless of when 
it occurs and a team would 
not be relegated to a lower tier 
bowl due to one slipup. 

Lastly, with a shortened sea-
son, the “gimme” games will be 
off the schedule, making every 
remaining game a tough con-
test and worth watching. 

More than anything, it’s the 
environment that surrounds 
college sports that make it 
what it is. 

It’s the diehard fans that tail-
gate and support their team in 
hurricanes, blizzards and the 
occasional lightening attack. 
It’s the players who haven’t 
experienced the spoils of the 
professional world. 

It’s the history, the rivalries 
and tradition.

It’s time for college foot-
ball to make new history and 
implementing a playoff system 
would ensure a bright future. 
The bottom line is this — the 
NCAA got $6 billion from CBS 
for March Madness, how much 
do you think they could get 
for a real Bowl Championship 
Series?

Ching ching let the games 
begin.

Continued from page 8
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